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[E 69/69/34) No. 1 
Sir P, Loraine to the Mtarquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recsined January 1s 1923.) 


(No. 675. Seoret ) 
Ton, ‘Tehran, November 20, 1922, 
Pt i the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith eopy of Intel 
ry No. 46 for tho: seeok eucling the 11th November, 1922, com led by the 
to this Legation. 
Thave, &e 
PERCY LORAINE 


—— SSS 


Enclosure in No. 1. 

) 

Intelligence Summary No. 46 for the Week: ending November U1, 1922. 
Gilan, 

1 THB. provinos has been quiet during dhe past wack: The Prime Ny imiate 
dioodsteeBe the cdminiatration of Nayer-ee-Sultan, the Governor of Gilan 
to recall him, but the order was countermanded owing to pressure brought to be 
the Russian Legation. aa a Ehscoplito under the influenee of Ope 

fan’ consul at Resht, auc ia strongly supported by the Soviet 
authorities. 

, With reference to paragraph 1 of last wee 7 commanding 
Fe ree at io Calis, by uno, Baxhang All Aba Shan: hae ‘oot 
Tofainted temporarily Military Governor of Talish, pending the re-eatablishinent of 
Government authority there. 

srament authority (ere yqiaddir line created a good deal of eatiatsction in the 
pro 

inet yo wharves at Kaziau ore in u yory bad stato; most of the, piled are giving 
‘vay, und the planks on the wharves aro in many instances rotten, causing great gaps ith 
the fair way. 

Thigewére alwaye unloaded. by coolies, except int cases where cargo ie bulky, in 
lich Do the slips’ cranes are used, ‘There ero_no cranes oF slieer-logs, ob tie 
react ce but chore fs ono hand crane in the customs godowns which is capable of a 
lift of 2 tou 

EB tone, sao a hand-orano on ihe mole on, the Knzoll sido used for lifting the 
concrete blocks forming, the mole. Its capacity is about 2 tons. 

Ton the Bozell side there is no landing-stage to speak of, and no crane: 

On theo apccbnnts, returning from the Nijui Novgorod fair roport iat they Lace 
eon bari Geodived by tho Russians. They were forced to sell the, goods they took 
been badly ei fai for Lens than cost prico in Persia. Finding nothing worth buying 
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to bring back to Persia, they invested their monoy in gold and jewellery, and between 
Baka tnd Enzeli had these confiscated by the Soviet authorities on the ship. They 
theveforoiarrived back at Enveli having lost everything they took. ‘Their experiences 
Wvill effectively prevent Persian merchants in future from undertaking commercial 
enterprises in Russia under the present régime 
7} On the sth November the Russian, consul at Resht held 
celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Russian revolution. He invited 
nd give their congratulation: 
fe the consulate, and the Vneshtorg distributed 
In the evening_concerts 
ich every 
was invited. ted Opresof 
on the anniversa 
"Phe local paper came out with a“ purely Communist” number enjoining on all 
the workers of th world to unite, &c,, and. the copies were sold m the street to the 
ties of“ Nedai Gilan Communisti.” The editor received 20) tomans for the 
publication of this edition only. 


Azerbaijan 

5. Astara,—Shumyatsky has ordered the Russian telegraph office at Russian 
A 5 and despatch of measiges vid i Russia. 
Mamin, forinerly secretary to Ts consul at Ispalian, las heen sent to 
Aetarn, to arrange the matter, He reported by telegram on the 20th October that 
telegraphic communication is through hoth ways, but the condition of the operators is 
Tamentable, as they have received no pay for a long time 


Kazvin, 

7, Gordin, Russian consul at Kazvin, held a fete on the 7th November to celebrate 
the fifaranniversary of the Russian revolution, No Russians of the Russian colony in 
Kazvin attended, but many Persians of all classes, No speeches were made, 


Teliran. 

& ‘The War Minister, Reza Kban, left ‘Tehran on the LOth Nov r for Bushire 
to meet His Majesty the Shah, He was ac “ompanied by his A ,G., Colonel Rubullah 
Than, 12 stall obfeers, Dabri Azan (his head secretary) and an escort of 70 soldiers, 

2 automobiles with 5 Lewis guns 

, 1 following troops arrived back mt ‘ehran on the 2nd November from Tabriz 

‘on conclusion of operations against Simko = 


2,200 in 
100 Kurdish ivregulars. 
and Lewis guns. 


10. Shumyatsky held a reception in the Russian Lega November to 
celebrate the aniversary of the Rassfan revolution. On the 9th November he threw 
Open the grounds of the Legation to the general public, ond provided a band ands 
Convert party, ‘Chis was well attended by Persians of all cl Sirumyatsky made a 
Goveah, describing shortly the history of the Soviet Government since 1917, and 
Geseribed the progress made by labour in. 

Sf is speech he presonted a slve 
his Legation aud to two of the minor Russian emplos 
that “he Soviet Government in this way shows its respect for the working man. 

LL ‘The Tehran newspaper ‘Tofan,” which is one of those subsidised by the 
Russian Legation, was suppressed by the Persian Government ou the 4th November 
for publishing olfensive articles against the Prime Minister. ‘The Tehran pross, on the 
whole, hias been colourless during the past week is using his influence 
Te try-and got the Persian Government to allow the “Ightesswl-i-fran” to resuine 

* bltation, as thie. paper was the principal one used for propaganda purposes by the 
Russian Legation. ‘ 
M. SAUNDERS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 

‘Tehran, November 12, 1922. 
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[E 89/89/34) No. 2, 


ir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 2, 1923. 


; a: ot re feet November 23, 1922, 
honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a report by 
tho military attaché to thie Legation wivng detail of an interesting and onan 
haracter in regard to the Communist movement in Persix and the aims and methods of 
the Bolsheviks in this country, ese. 

The information thus supplied is more precise and, according to every probabili 
; + precise and, aecording to every probability, 
more reliable than a available on this subject. T may perhaps draw, Harman 
ship's attention to the manner in which it bears out the report from Lieutenant-Cotonel 
Saundars hil eo Ca ed in my despatch No. 359, Confidential, of the 
Sth June, confirms the conjectures recorded in my covering despatch respecting 
the ane Sux purpose of the Bolsheviks’ activities, ee 
may add that, so fir as any olservation has been possible, M, Shumiataky has 
not merited the opivion formed of him at iat time by the Persian Miniter for War 
He kept fairly quiet for a few asa, but the factors which work on most foreign 

representatives here, often to their ultimate undoing, did not fail of their effect 
3, Shursiataly, and bave\ drivin into wath rallsigineuisas Hopi now iil 
trusted by the Persians. So far as T ean judge, his reputation in Moscow is declining, 
and the fi of Rots RSMGroaT aM oe eal 
am forwarding copies of this despatch to the Government of India and to His 
rents Hg iGo aioner ata gtad rear ai 

Thave, &o. 


PERCY LORAINE, 


osure in No. 2, 
Report by Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders respecting Communist Activities in’ Persia, 
(Goerst.) 
reliable and particularly well informed, gives the following 
ment in Persin :— “ 


Russian Aims in Persia, 
(a.) The creation eventually of a Communist 
ultimate 


(b.) Eradication of British influence and attainment of economic and pol 
eae sit of econointe and. political 


publio in Persia is still the 


2. Methods used. 


‘The Soviet ve come to the conclusion that the methods hitherto 
employed of ba Is (eg Kushik Khan, Lahouti Khan, Thsanullaly Khan) 
were flue, and that revolutionary movements should be worked through th masses 
iy the organisation and development of Communist groups among the people th 
selves, suitable leader being found later when the sol hus been thorouyhly prepared. 
he mistake made in tho time of Rothaein of ing Communism without regard to 
its efit on ised, and every effort is now being made to work with and 
hrough the mullahs, avoiding any steps which might conflict with Islamic principles, 


certain passayes i the Koran favourable to Communism is recomm id 
6 usetul propaganda, commended 


3. Lran Communist Party, 


Tran Communist Party has been organised wi in’ 

nuni ry has boen organised with its headquarters in ‘Tehran and 
bagehen inal provincial towns, In the Beovines of Gilin and Mazantaest thees have 
tl considerable progres andl work more or les openly. In ‘Tehran and towns to the 
south difielty is experienced, and the mostings of the party have to take place in great 
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Rothstein tried to develop the movement by distributing Russian Communists, who 
worked directly in contact with the people, ‘This has been found to be a failure. ‘The 
Work de vow darsied out by purely, Mahommedan Communists, Tartars, Turks and 
Persians trained for the purpose, who work themselves under Russian control. The 
secretary of the Communist Party in Persia is Romansky (in the Russian Legation), who 
reeeives instructions direct from Moscow snd communicates them to the headquarters 
of the Tran Communist Party in ‘Tehran and to the Russian Communists (usually 
‘Vnoshtorg officials) in charge of the movement in each proviuee. These, in their turn, 
communicate instructions to the local Iran Commynist committe 

"The cell system, as described in my despatch No. (/65/2 dated the 20th February, 
1922, ts the one employed for spreading the movement among the people. 

‘The press fe subsidised wherever possible, anti-British propaganda being emphasised 
Communist literature for distribution, i n and Armenian, is: impor 
from Buln through the ports of Gaz as merebandise. ‘The Persian 
customs officials are bribed not to open the packages. os 

‘o prepare for possible eventualities, the steady importation of arms i baijan, 
Gilan, Mazinderan ‘and Astarabad for distribution to Communists is carried on, the 
Persian authorities being easily hoodw 


4, General Plan in Persia. 

‘The Provinces of Gilan, Mazanderan and Astarabad are regarded by the Soviet 
authorities as being the. most fertile so!l for the growth of « revolutionary movement, 
‘Whe main efforts of ist’ Party are therefore concentrated on these provine 
‘Tho mistakes mute in the previous revolutionary outbreaks are to be rectified 

‘Tha inovement ia to be given wreligious aspect, and it is hoped to make the reason 
for tho outbreak one of protecting Islan, « mollah secretly subsidisel by” the 
Communists acting as the figurebead 

Previous to the outbreak, Caucasian Communist soldiers are to be filtered into 
thew provinees to. mipport the movement. ‘The Tran Communist Party will be i 
txeoutive control of the movement, directed from the rear by Russian Communists, who 
thomaolves will avoid coming into, the limelight ns much as possible, the idea being to 
fnake the mnovementa Persian and nota Russian one. If the movement is successful 
in the northern provinces, Russian troops ure to be landed — 


(a.) At Enzeli to moveron Ravin 5 
(b) At Gums Topo to move ow Shabrud vid Astar 


It is thus hoped to cnvelop ‘Teli, where th t Party is to organise 


a coup d Btat to take place as the revolutionaries approach tl 


5, Vueshitorg in Persia. 

Vneshitorg officials have w dual réle, commercial and political, the comer 
being of the lesser import Con ys Vineslitorg has lent ebieBy employed 
collecting nnd sending foodstuils to. Russia ly, each, Vineshtong oficial must 
Ho «Communist, and’is responsible to the Yacheik iu Tehran for:— 


() Organisation of Communist propaganda in his area. A 

#4 Pisinents from Comimunist fands for propaganda purposes, and subsilies to 
Toca! Communist organisat r 

(e} Ongaiisation of the local Persian, Communist Party on cell system 


Distribution of propaguida literature, payment of subsidies to press, and 
jublication of propaganda articles. 
(e.) Development of anti-British propaganda rt, 
( By Organisation of counter-espionage, ancl detection of any British intelligence 
Organisation that may exist. 


+ 


Yneshtorg oficiols are all Commiinists, ‘They reocive instructions on, commercial 
anattors from Gar, the head of Vneshtorg in Persia, with, chief offies in ‘Tehran, but 
Trosive politieal inatrctions from the Yacheika in the Russian Legation, which operates 
Girectly’ under the orders of Moscow and in close touch with Baku, 3 

Teformant states that Gar is not absolutely trusted by the Yacheika, and so 
politcal matters are therefore seldom eommunicated to him. a i 

Wks Vueshtorg officials are chosen principally for their capabilities as Communist 
onganisers and not for their commercial qualifications, che organisation as « business 
Concern suffers, and is a hopeless failure commercially. 


Russo-Kemalist Activities. 


Tnformant was present at Moscow when Aralof was given his instruction ofore 
‘going to Angora. Aralof was told that. the Sori pis talon See 
idea that Russia is the protector of Islamic peoples and not Great Britain, that the 
Soviet Government desired to iutroduce Communism into Mussulman States, but in 
such a way as not to clash with Islamism ; that it realised the mistake of bac! 
individual, ¢g., Kemal Pasha, instead of workin through the mas 
that Aralofon arrival was to ongunise «Communist Party amongst the rank and file of 
the Turkish Army, and also aniongst the civil population, which, svhen developed, 
qvould be strong enough to turn against their leaders, should Mustapha Kemal Anas 
lieu renants:m ‘ke peace with the Allies and break with Rus Tnformant added that 
the Sovi ernment greatly feared that such @ move on the part of Mustapha Kemal 
might place e the Ci nist organisation in Asia Minor could be completod, 
and in spite of the help of arms, money, &¢., supplied by the Soviet, Government to the 
Kenialists, = 


eer Pasha. 

Informant stated that the Government regarded Enver as a pune 
adventurer, who is now giving t 1 authorities a great deal of trouble, He 
added that the the Russian wireless had reported Enyer to be dead, the Yachvika 
had had no confirmation of this, and, to the best of his belief, it was not true. 


8. Political Situation in Russia. 


All. the now realised that the Communist movement had fhiled, 
ut having gone so fas, and faving carried ont their programme with so much cruelty 
‘aud oppression, 1 aes in universal sufforing and ruin, they sow no means of retreat, 
s they must try to remain in ontinning, 
5. Communiamn as such hd me 
solute monarchy, the three rulin 
4 police) and Razstrel death by shootin: 
Though these repressive measures may delay, they cannot prevent the ultimate 
tion of Communism, tho fate of which is sealed ix the nowr future, and with ib 
ate of the commissirs responsible 
Tnforwwant, hits sunist 
position several tines with Communists holding high positions, 
Lonld means be found to guamntes a complete amnesty to Communists in Ttusaia, they 
lie the first to dis Jummunism and return te He 
iidered gradual moderation of p m is not 
possible, as this would entail a slackening of repressive n on the 
ple, who would take it as-a sign of weakness, and turn ay once on the Communists 


The Balti ‘aspian Waterway. 

The wer,” which arrived a few days ago ut Enzeli from the 

vil the i iu river system, waa an experimental vessel sent. to 

ine the posits of developing this trade rte: 
auried out a careful survey of the channel throughout, and as @ result 
: » decided to deepen and broaden the Maritzki Canal. 
ne Germans are said to be very enthusinstic over the possiblities of developing 
this route with with British trade in Per 


aD lee Ge Tes ig Camas Maes (“Oupravlenie Russko-Nemetzkavo 

M. Belgof, late i 
Moscow of this: Russo: 
political as well as) coma 
authori 


LL, Oil Wells, Baku, 


nformant states that the wells in the Bibiabat area Lave been handed over to-an 
American group to exploit. j 

_ In this connection the application of the Sinclair Company to construct a second 
pipe-line from Baku to Batoum is worth noting, i 


g in Persia, has been appointed director in 
Informant states that this combine has a 
nd should be carefully watched by the British 


TTT 








12, Transeaspian Railioays. 
‘A number of railway engineers arrived at Krasnovodsk a few days ago, whence 
they will proceed to Merv to double the eection of the line Mery=Khnsh 
M, SAUNDERS, 


‘Tehran, November 22, 1922. British Military Attache. 





[E 72/69/34] No. 3. 
Sir P: Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 1, 1923.) 


(No. 690, Secret.) = rs 
My Lord, k Tehran, November 25, 192: 
PHAVE the honour fo transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 46 for the week e ding the 18th November, 1922, compiled by the 
military attaché to this Le gation, Nee ge 
PERCY LORAINE 


SS SSS 


Enclosure in No. 
Secret) ; 
} Intelligence Summary No. AG for Week ending Novembor 18, 1922 
Alan, 

DURING: the last week Gilan merchants baye been complaining and protesting 
about tho conditions of tnde imposed by the Soviet authorities, aud threats 16 close 
shops tid business and generally boycott Russian imports aro heard on all sides. 
aaeee or morchante 18 collecting funds to help the guilds in the event of their being 
Dronaht to such a pars that a gonoral closure of shops and business result. Telegrams 
Haver hon sont to the Government in Tehran and to merchants in other towns asking 
for assistance and eo-operation 

So far the mattor has gone no further 

incipal propagandists in this connection are 


Meshedi Reza, Dalal, 
Shunau-Tujjar, of Serain Taghi, 


anid various Ardebil merchants who have find! gold, &e., confiscated between: Buku and 
Persia. 
ey) Tht at Reshty M. Apresof, in addition to subsidising the local 
rowspaper * Neda Gilan,” pays tho expenses in connection with the publie brary aud 
reading room in Reshit. 

Pe reve Sultan, sou of Sardar Afkham, has been appointed by the Central 
Goyornment to be Depnty-Governor of Labijan. : et 

“L, Very stxiot search is now being made on all ships leaving Baki for Pe 
including war vesstls, for silver, gold, jewelry, fe, ex 7 and. 
Wouseld are wearched nt Baku before leaving, again 
the steamship “Evelina,” on its voyage from Ba 

ocd at Astara, and every cent of money was takeu from the 


i. knoyn as’ the “Kavkaskaya 
Denelit of the workmen. 
sonnected with 


of cement (one barge 

| motors, carpentering: 
spare parts of cars: é 
pevrifiese goods are Co be sold, and rice, rnp, es taken in exchange; the profits 
ing to the workmen who have participated in the venture, < 
Boi ecoviet in-tenzeli is represented by Sagnef, oue Nikita Martivich Porief, und 
an Armenian named Kostia, and one Sardarof. ‘The concern appears to be competitor 
‘of the Vneshtorg. 


Azerbaijan. 
6. The following is the composition of the headquarters staff of the Persian forces 
in Azerbaijan on the Ist November, 1922 :— 
Commander-in-chief: Abdullah Khan, Amir Lashkar, 
Chief of Staff: Colonel Matin-ul-Mulk, of the Hamadan Regiment. 
Officer Commanding, Simko front: Sartip Zafer-ed-Dowleh. 


General Inspector) : Hassan Khan Yaar, 
jeneral Supplies): Yavar Zia-ed-Dowleh 
(Food Supplies): Naib-2, Haji Lais Sultan. 
1” (Clothing, &e.): Naib-l, Haji Aga Khan. 
gzich’ (Rifles, &., and Fodder) : Naib-2, Utimad-i-Lashkar, 


Naib-1, Mirza Mohamad Khan. 


y Sardar Mukarram. 
-Muiasibati Yavar Jelal-ed-Din Khan. 


vmieh and Mubakimati-Nizami”: Yavar Hassan Khan Bogai. 


Pngineors 
"Raise Curdan-ieMubandissi”; Sultan Jalil Khan (who studied at Constan- 
tinople). 
Urmia. 


7. A new Governor, Salar-i-Zafar, has been appointed to replace Satfat-es-Sultaneh, 
who is reported to | towards Gotur, ‘he Christians have been allowed to 
return to their homes in Urmia, and are stream 
rumour in Urmia is to the effect that the Turks 

i. The Persian military authorities listributed 800 rifles among 

f Suldus (between Urinia and Saojbulagh). ware the chiefs of 
the Karapapagh (Persian and: not Kurdish) tribes of that district. ‘Their names are 
Khusrow Khan, Rashid-es-Sultanch’ and. Hassan Ali Khin, 0 a receipt for 
the rifles, of which 109 are British, 116 Russian, and the x nt makes, 


my to invade 


Tabriz 


ussian consul at atrols the activities of the Centro- 


Ho has od the members of both to report at 
q plans: 

4, at which a Russian 
is, produced tivo boxes of 
1 10-roublo gold pieces. At this mecting were also Fedeyof, who represonted 


the Russ 
A Cotnmunist meoting was 4 
engineer, named Godniakof, who had como from the 


the Bolshevik consul, and three members of the Centroso ned Yanson, Sirajo 
And Kromblon, It was decided to send fifty gold pieces a month to each of threo sub- 
‘committees, one at Maragha and two in the Maragha district, ‘The report of the 
meeting was signed and sealed, and will be taken to Tiflis by Godniakof. ‘The names 
ofall the members, glolams, &,, of the British consulate were given to the meet 


9. 7 idl hus been open, except for a few days during the 
Greeo-Turk campaign, for some months, ‘Tho French eonsul, Malzac, and some other 
ng went home that way. A great part of the imports and exports of Tabriz, 
‘Once the Turkish frontier is crossed, the road is reported to be 
quite safe Petty thefts are somotimes reported from that part of the road which 
passes through the territory of the Khan of Maku, who is declined to defy the authority 
Of the Persian Government, ‘The Turkish consul docs his utmost to. advertise the 
‘advantages of this route and to encourage Persian merchants to send their goods by it. 
Itis passable for carriages the whole way, and « carriage, without change of horses, 
can reach Erzeroum in ten days, At Exzeroum cars are sometimes procurable and can 
do the journey to Trebizond from there in two days. 








Transcaucasia. 

10, Travellers re 
the Canc 
‘Whe news reaching Tabriz is scanty 
ning increasingly difficult to obt 
ler to or from the 
movements have taken pl 





1s Enzeli report that mili 





wtivity Continues throughout 











45 the frontier is practically closed, and it is 
risas from the Bolsheviks to cross the frontier 
i bt that a large number of troop 
nieasia during the last two or three months, and 
troopsare now stationed li—Julfa Railway. Manouvres are oc 
eld aud artillery pract A recent letter from ‘Tiflis states ¢ 
Armenians have been arrested at: Tiflis in connection with the murder of Jemal Pasha 
also that the Bolsheviks have suddenly reverted to their former extreme policy, and are 
arresting, all re old réginne?” Russians for no specified reason 








¢ is no do 





















Baki 
MH Phe Baku fair ties been a failiire and is closing down. 


Hamaday, 












Divan, arrived at 
kish consul at 
e Raucdatlis, to 


An exsclerk of the ‘Purkish Loxation, nai 
Mamadan about the 1th Noveutber 
i i Tavs iste 
attoudl 
i 

















nal shievik 
tb rogister Persian 





gat the Dorsian te 


Tehri. 
My Boul the capital aml the pre 


m have b 
Ministor yas given a great recep 
fajosty: the Shah 
15, Cotint von Soho Keon appointed German Minister at Telrans and 
cote to leave Bavhi with Count Brockdorif-Ranteat, who is appoiuted 
it Miniter at Moscow, continuing his journey from Moscow to, Persia via A 
li 
16, ‘Tho Sinelidt: Neri 
for s coneessionste te yt 
Bato, 





Fticilarly quiet during the 
on on arrival’ at Fspahan, on 








past weeks “The W, 













is Liogotiating with the Sovint authorities 


O71 Compan; 
now oil-pipn ling from the Caspian to 


10 eoustruc 











is Hoon recuived tat an American romp (varie nickuowen) 
evnieussivn for te Working wid developinent of the Hibiabat oil wells 








ssuge-of vil from North 
» Persian Vipvernment. uuattor 
financial Adviser las arrived 





ne clbarly preparing th 
Porsit stioulil they obi th sion fry 
should he sextet iy dites now that th 









client left Tolirin for Ha womber— 








10.artillorymen and nach 
2 iniehiine gains: 
10 avis guns 
G0 rorinds ainmnonition, S.\..\, (Ituissian). 
NOM) rownils annnmunition, SAA. (Buslish), 
2 mnountainy situs with 49 ronids per yum, 





ners: 











1S. Oh the 15th November General ital Mit 
‘Stull, issuyd an = or other ranks, witho 
peritissioit litical meetings 

19, ‘Nhe Persian Conuinist Varty at nk set 
Thsanullal Khan, the Persia rebel leider at Bak, for pe 
he Russian Lewition has orders from Moscow to idk 
Kurdestany Liyang Apiny 
necting with Ral ofthe Arment 
Hiopeil to spread t i 
and thence: cast 
‘Param districts. that should this be 
three areas with artis wlien neces 
























ist propaga 
ev Russi military attach 











Finjan 
he latter 





essful the Russians will provide 















The local press has been practically innocuous during the past week 


The arrival of one of the deported muillatis from Irak at Meshel was she 
fow inore anti-British articles on this subject 





use of a 


Mazanih 





22) BandareiGaz—Un tye ih 
com ndler of Lith Rus: 
individuals accompanied hi 





i ovenber Peter Petrovitel Stoudnef, former 
an Division, arrived at Bandari-Gaz froin Baku; two 














an officer, 
ussiai officer: 


sistant to Stondnef, Ajina has 


Reet oN Et been sent ds oflivial in clinrgo: of 


y 

On the 8th \ 

artillery officer in the Persian. Coss 
with the local Persian troops. 

Stouduet out ail sate last stunner iw the Astarnbad area 


wd returned ty Baku. Me is again employed on recbnuniie hee work, ani HSIN, 
Neftkom st camouflage, N ‘ i es 


On the St) November the Der 

Porsiins in Baduritian for conducting. 

ute, ‘These inehudedl Mire A 

The Tatter isa political aye 

and wis hiniedintely: ¢ 
midis 







» senvices of Iynutiol, formerly an 
anil is trying 10 get on good terms 

















Governor of Bandar 
ist the: 
Méize Ogi snd. Mirza Mh 
ol Wei 
id at the rexque 






arrested cight 
orgy a) 4 














Astarabiad, 


if Minsk, thi Keussinin; vieweonstil at 






Astarabad 





= Tie olicer commandiiug Persian troops at Astarabad has 
the Wir Minister to recenit a0 Tur / Tare 
had enlist 


wived orders from 
locally. Upp tu tho 10th November: he 





M. SAUNDENS, Linutenant-Colni 
Tehran, Novwenibar 1), 10 Pea eaAN Guise! 








E 189/139 /34) No.4 


The Marquees Curcon of Keilleston to 





BM Lorain ehvan) 


Pp 








AY of India onteuaplate isponings of ado:kunpuat 
20.4 company, probably: Indo: (uray Thongs the usin 
iin their desine from political and adiniiistiutive: reasons, 


ph your Views on the whole iquestion and. ypou, the followings poluus 

















Government if piraposal wore niade: that our 
aph susteoments should be transferrad ts i 


vil if and when mule to Porsinn Gove 
IY i proposal wwetn carried out, 





(e)) Poli 








Tritt tor 























| E 88/88) 





Mr Peters to the Marquess Carson of Kedleston.—(Reenrvvdl dannary 2, 192) 
(No. 965.) 
My Lord, 
WITH reference to my d 
honour to report that 
Eastern 








veombur 1G, 22. 
21h Noveubin, 1 have. the 
5 te the opening of a uiewly tormed Russi 
¢ took plico on Sunday, the 10th Decenbers ind was 






















1, 





Attended by representatives of the Commi 
nd Internal Trade, as well as hy. the 
‘and Mongolia, and by members of the de 
Representatives of State syndicates, trust 
pre: 






redited : 
tions of th soviet republics. 
id co-operative organisations were also. 














ssiiins hy the President of the Board of 
ty Commissary for Foreign ‘Trade, 





on bebali of the ft 
Internal ‘Trade, Mo Uy by the 7 
MM. Frumkin, and by the Deputy Commi en Affairs, M, Rarakhan 
‘Phe main subject of these speeches was, 1 oral, the necessity of resuming trade 
relations with Persia, whicl have been intereapted during recent years. M_ Frumkin 




































Pointe out that the’ conclusion of. commercial jreaty with, Persia vould form a 
pasis for the resumptiow of trade, He also expressed the ope that an inerease would 
take plice in tide with Mongolia, fn one af the press reports of the meeting. Ne is 

od toh 11 i favour of a departure from the monopaly af fo ade in 
regard to. 





Spe 
response, ‘The first-mentioned spoke: 
interruption of trade relations with t 
responsible for the present posttion, 1 


urkish and Mongolian re 

the loss which I 
ssid, and said that Persia could not be 
much as the position of Russia had 












inistopresented to her by Russia's enemies. He added that it was wrong to apply t 
same principles to all nations in the matter of trade polivy, and that the pecubiarities 
Of cach State should be taken into vonsidiration, He hoped that the eom 








Wealy with Russia would come into being, and promised to 
furtiier this end 

The Mongolian representative expressed regret that Japan aud Nmeric 
taken the place of Russia in trade with Mongolia, and hoped that the joming up of 
ho Fur Eastern ternitory would result ina ¢ in the sitnation 

One of the Russian speakers, in-makinge a report on the gen 
with the Eust, indicated that transit trade from Germany to 1 
advantages 16 Russi 

‘Though the speeches dealt ywith the sul 
way quite clear that the main object of the organisition af this Chamber oP Conn 
Wits 16 improve trade relations with Persia. Tucidentally, 1 have learned that 
nogobiations for A commercial treaty between Russia and: Persia, wsliieb have formed 
© subject of previous despatelies, are tratsterred to Tohvan 

‘The question of trade with Persia is attracting attention ti the press Ati 

mostinge which recently: took, Supreme Conuci} of National Eeonomy, 
attended by representa of the Cotitrosoynsand al virto 

nisiitions, 1 the represen 
Me Shitkot, In the course of his speech, M. Shitkof mentioned tht th 
population was very 

















Al subject of tra 
sajwould 






pf trade with the E: 
































y favourably disposed towards Russia, and that this \ 
the resilt of the polioy of England, as represen that coi 
Junge quantities of silver from Pe 
“Me meeting: passed a 

other than those adopted in establishin 
De made applicable to trade with Persia, TL was also considered 
Of commercial treaty. with Persia wis most important with w view to the de 
ment of trade relations with that country 








‘expressing the opinion th 
trade relations with West 











T have, &e 


WILLIAM PETE 








|B 106 /106/34) Noh: 








Sir Ps Loraine th de Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Ieceived sbanuiry 4.) 


(No. 1. Most Seeret,) 
(Delegraphic,) Tehean, danuiry 1, 2 

T HAVE information that if bausinne e ends in a rupture between 
Allios and Turkey, Russians will immediately move troops acrss Per 
Trak, If however, Russians fail to, prevent settlement at Lats 
Communist party: will forthwith organise new revolution 

Source ts sme 48 that mentioned in iy despatch 
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6) 


(Telegraphic) 
MY telegram No. 









that matters w 
inonth, 

except 
spate ti 





No. 7. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sin’. I 







oraine (Tehran), 





E 14612/915/34) 
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“HAVE received your d 


dificult. 
se 





credence: 







The Marques 








No. 8: 


Curzon of Kedleston to Sir Ih, 





fet that the Alighan Ministers av ‘1 
4 to the date of the: presentation of 


tiow you took regarding the ne 
ton the subject of the new protordl for the 
Iupresentatives nt the Court of His Majesty: the Si 


irainie (Teliran), 





Atitions sow proceedine with 
fecoption of duly 





CURZON OF KEDL 
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Sir Ps Lovaine to the Marquees Curzon of Kedlleston. 





6) 


After elicitin 
T urged! str 
ually ch 












woven, | 


dropper 


still something at t 
1 found his iy 











would 

iutormuti 
Ttold 

itlier to 












P spoke 







ts, and Pe 
sist ur act f hampering us hyn 


imko's wetivities 
























said that Sheikh Mahim 
gst 1 
furnish tue with yn 
MIMOSt to stop ayy 


misters” and send 
elt, Toaid that if hee 














6 


ky to Prine Minist 










ree of! these 









resins 


0 said his 
iia, anal promised to tnake anquiry. 


(Rene January 7.) 








1b Rurdiah ques 








wehmenits in Northern Irak, wo wer 
n Government shill. he 
nn lain thie 
ment xiven to then ih British 
produce trouble: in Ponsiaty Kansiscat 
raphs Laud 3 of 

Hv apprelicusions were, aud. ey 
Persian Kurdistan should 








Tour owas tite 





ious Kurdish Stato, contannplate 
to afer Persian Kuniistin, iad been 


uments, bit as thi 
assed Hits to explains fi 





is point of vinw 





Hitnself a kinag. pp 








4% of this Lain su 
Mis Highs promise 
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|B 224/204/34) No. 10. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Velivan). 
(No. 84.) 























Sir, 1923. 
IN your despate on ontlined 1 proposal made to 

you by Me Cunille Mollitor 1 nuld enlist the support. of 

British capital in an attempt t skot’ concession for roads 






rays in Northern Persia a 
Tn vi 
the pure 
Seah 
attempts to. take over 
Rossian subjects, 1 
should he raise the que 
8, Tt is moby however, i 
facilities th sian Government de novo, 
entenpris Persia, should they 
1, If on the other | 
such tmidertakings as the mau 
Parsi, as snsted iu the fival por 
be no political wlyantage to be gained ls 





tered ae a result of 
Oil Company, it 
psolved in, finnther 
granted to 


M. Mollitor 










oneessions in North Persia which were 
therofim, not propared to pursue the inatter si 
jon when he rewches this 

to discourn 








British capitalists from seeking 
id in a regular 
lo se. 










site 










nit to interest themselves in 
nd rail 








Ae 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 








|B 593/106/34)) No 1 
Sir P. Lovie to the Marquens Cursin of Keileston.—(Rececced danaary Vt.) 


(No. 1, Most Secrets) 
(Helograp hie.) 
ALY ccalojean No, M5 
War is reaolyed! ta resist: by: f 
Russians ov Torks, Chief of 
or clthior wventuality, 
ist slisembarkation at 
Hd sniaky Ubeir first stand about 13 
II doubtless weleome this determina in 10° p 
uy with her available frees, Te is, Plunk, anil justi r 
(Sent to fudia, Bagdad, No. 6.) 


Tileran, January UW, W925. 






























Aispostti 


i possible hi 
Porsinn 


os cuinot successfully 












|B 767/69/34) 








Sin Py Loraine to the Maryurss Curzon of Kuilleston—(Uteceivad January b>, U 


(No, 701, Seeret.), 
My Lord, : 

T HAVE the honour to transinit to you 
summary No. 47 for the week ending the 2ath No 
AbLUchs ty Unis Lagatio 





Tehran, Novem 
Lordship herewith copy. of intel 
bor, conupiled’ by the military. 











Tha 





PERCY LORAINE. 





Enelosnre in No, 12. 





venibe 





Intelligence Summary Now AT for Werk eniling 


Gilan. 
‘PEL unpopularity of the present Governor of Gilan 







Nayer-es-Sults 
of the effort: 





sing, 
Russian 





aani| bis withdrawal is expected at an early date, in. spit 
Legation to have him retained in this post. 
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With reference to paragraph 1 of last wel 
arisen among merchants over the pro 
entering Russ " 

‘The latest figures ¢ 






Summary, considerable agitation 


ha placed on yoods from Persia 





hibitive tar 








ained from the Belzian customs. offil 





at Enzeli are as 





pood (not gold, but on the basis of 1 rouble to.9 rv 
pe 1 ton the basis of 1 rouble to 9,000 roubles 
Dried ti les por pood (ditto). 
Toithles. per pool (ite): 
90 gold pind, 
ni Harnad aud Ispaban : 4 












Ruglish pic 
Persian skins tr 











gold roubles pon pa 


d 





Te will bes 
gooils recently 
ust 


slibiti 
eh hav 


due 


hot been o 





niseuionce is. tht 
caval fron the Ri 






1 consteriation, 
ave hiad to inoue expe 

for exouption 
‘Pehrats 


as the market will In flooded with goods, and 
mises both: ways will have to wild 
of Persian Aiity on re-ante 


rehints who 
have potitia 
matter is nnider ni 
he Gersnan y 

weber vid the Russi 
Onentering 

id Versi 
Dioner” isa sind) mies 
shout 110 feet lorie, with wdrauelits 
and above de Aboatt thee stnall th 
cabins on eithy 





Tons. 
ji, and. the 
















; f mire on thie eth 
‘gw Itiver to the Chspiin 
oe ships wus eased, and she lew thes 





anal systems and ¥ 





Sov runt, Russian 







ont dleteoyen) 
lin ri 
sw oook:house, and abate that are two sini 
ab ih Kk, which is painted Hor decks are ate! 
piace ete Ae ate (vin ate hg livers er 

i the starboard side of tive stern she carries lw manu tt 
and, in addition, the inscription © Potra : ue 

Sh 

























nani andl fy Bossi, 
128." iy Ruin ehinrwetira, : 














Pri a crew oF High tout 
Her seyage there wax i Hussiiat 





vissar nd intern 





from Rig 











Heer wens vss isnot ating wir 
ie peak of the exp was @ shite enamel 
HID the a 
tcl Ua of 
i of Hier wrnival the Rn lie poopie wave i big dinnen ae thy 
AL Which the-atligarcof tlhe ships gud. tlhe leads ul thy anniouy Falun 
eset. including Mi. Uivning this Bolin Diruetir of Chstorm Mais. 
? eches were made and some were virulontly aati itish, to the ef that, althougl 
Hiss. sonall ship, she was wld lier imine iinpliod, w pionoer, aul that juve, with, 
ne ss to bo possills to inaugurate iy the spring, 
af ships pili wh a th 
Rayilad Railway: wi Sigs hid stole my 
Her cargo consisted of 





ih stripes of rank on thy 
ineledd with owk loaves, with 

































it sway, 
Hamburs 
i thie 



















fea eons roan ths 


selssors, 


firny Riedel and! Co, 


Tiines (abit “0, 


duet andl 9 











AM. Krompeter and M. Wollinger, of the German ti 
which are housed inthe customs. godowi 
for sale, though doubtless sone will by 


m of Woukhuus, took delivery 
in Buzeli, and will mostly be 
disposed of locally. ‘ 








tzerbaijan. 


4. Nothing of importance hus occurred in this provinee during the past week, 






























Tehran. 






organisation oF experience to f mmpany: to take up the 
The matter is now bei hi by Dr. Millspaugts, w 

1 Government ty give his expert adview on the proposals 

nus tuto consideration the te 

















Jompanie 
Relations betwe 





1 the Russia 


ition and the Persian Government over 
oh . 


tiations in, Moscow herweon the Persian 
authorities susponied. 
om av source usually reliable, states that thy vernment, 
ered by M. Mi ie Director soins, Lins deci 
; «four wil vessels thom C 1 for 
Tunninwe of contrabind which now takes place. Inf 
(4,2001) have been telegraphed to the Persian Minin 

fare ty be sont frown the Baltic by thi Rossia 
rest spring. 


8. ‘he follo 








Trade \ 





























Nhe vesse eunal tortie 


Caspi 


river row 








troops arrived at Toray trom Quay on the 24th November — 


120 
00 inf 
fe machinesu 











the editor of th 
ny, where, 








‘Tehran newspaper * Haqiqs 
smmeidation of Shumyatsk: 






iran for Mos 
si euiploynnont int] 











P10, A rellable: report states that ¢ din Pasha Jas been appointed 
by the Anuorw G nib to be ‘ehran, Ho is stated to lay 
Dee recently Vali of Smyrna, and ston the Adaua distriet, No 









information hivs yer bean hat he has le 
1. A Kemidlist agent named Khalil Bey hi 
fomnal Bey. ‘he Jattor has been a loading K 
Sear, aryl recently paid a short visit to’ 
Klilil Bev ts reported to have lew Military Governor « 
boing arrested at i 819, by the British military authori 
tuscapeds He si with the ‘Turkish army: ¢ 
Trak thon 


ft for Tehran 
ived in 








for 









ikbechivan in 1918, 
from whom he 
the war on th 



















Tebrau from 
Moscow, persons in the 


Rgsian Taation — 


‘Tivo others. 


‘Mw committen is to study political, finsuetsl, eeonomic and social conditions in 
ail, and report to, Moscow: 

niterial foe their vepore froin 

nid t) Reussian 


Russian colo 
als in the ju 








fo report to sh 
2a oaytah ne Minister suppressed the ‘Tel 

whi Roshan” For writing ollensive articles about im, 

On the 24th Noy essed the Tehran newspaper 
satin Ny the Rossian Deaths ts, however, appeared under the 
© Poikian” 

14, Anti-British pro 
the past firtaight 











sania in the loval press bas diminished considerably during 
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Tpahan, 






ting of Persian m 
ral at Ispahan, 
of Bolshevism are 





chants was held on the 2nd November at the Russian 


object was to prove to Persian sitisfhetion that. the 


strictly in aceordanice with the ti fi 
later with the tenets of the Islamic faith, 
ersiaus, other than merchants, attended thw imestin eae 





pri 
Several P, 











Astarabad. 


6. On the 7th November Weine 
in honour of the fh si 










the Hussian eonsil at Astarabad, neld a big 
ary of the Russian revolution. Ie gave a 
corn chiefs Hut mullahs, ond distributed its 

° ving inthe town, He n 
ress of Rolshovisnn sinve its initiation, maki 















ule a 
Tittle 





in) 
Mazanderan 
17. Biandar-ieGh 












sectin the eh oy ens At Ha Held 

is recoption, was atvenite volition, 

cohen ch ater His gave alll etnployins at the vieu 
On the 1 


stony, at Banilir-isGaz, 
WP cotton in M 





wed 21,000) romans: 





Tivutenant Colonel, 
y Muir 








E 635/69/34 





NP Lava inet the Marquees Circo of Reiteatoyi—(Heevwivail nary, 1p 1928) 
(No, 707, Seer) 


My Lond 





nutes sna (eet Deeb te 
Honour to trangnit to your Lordship lvrowithy copy af Lite 
; the week ending the ghd. Daven compiled hy Hasnain 








Tine, &¢ 
PERCY LORAINE 


Enclosure in No. 1, 


Intelligence Summary No AS for he Week oniting Dirember 2 





Gilan, pre 


1. Tie Russia 


warships in the Caspian 
hing ther, and oun 
yg stor telat 


ave Unni the 
property oft 
TEOMA Stay 











mouey, gold, silver, &e., 
aunts Who ssere returning to Porsia with their t 
diten hy te commander and ene, 1 
raid was bearded by dl 
the all to Brain, the Rus 
Hidden booty. 
Tho sh 


wens alloy 








Kept dor striev observating and none a the 


The ship lett tor Buku on this 
a Hage the olin aid rw sve acl ADL 
‘ artial. ‘The eon snd seven of the-erew were axe) 
fourteen sentenced to fifteen yea Sr eesOIM MIDI R 
fourteen sententad t0 fiteon yeu F3! rigorous imprison 








aud four to 






jfelerouce to paragraph 2 of last week's: su 
Haflaies at Telia states that tu Pioneer’ was delayed at 1 





the German Charge 
Potrogral for repairs to 















Tier engiies, othurwvise shy lal « very successful trip. From Petrograd to the Volg 
anil took sever oF eiyehte-days, and down the Volga was plain sailing, One may 
caleulate that the journey i iste 

by such vessel’ in ature f 

nuove quickly «aid more el 

Gulfiand vith 


Azerbaijan. 
3, Tabriz. On the 7th November the Russian consul ba 
is consulate, He invited all the lve! officials, His Maj 
lurkish vicesconatl and the Armenian eonsul 1 
Armentaus vf all sorts pr Vive Russian consul 
Wag then rendered inte Persian hy this munshi 
representative of the Ministey of Batueation on bebalf of the Coverior, 
wore of the usual suutually complinentiry type. \ ligeh then follow 
tld tan, Inv the evening this Russians yxave a socalled Concert 
sins Uhreactie, All thi local Persian offichils syain attended, as well ax numerous 
Posi army 6 
theatre was Armenian Cuticasian | 
froly int red, and uunerany Bolatievite texts wens th 
Russian and Armenian consuls, the heads of the Centrosovuz 
Zak Viv Joo two other propaxonilints spoke ‘Uh ios bustle 
ours anid sv iuntisnripents nih widieAmorivans vinleut uttanks wore deli 
st tho b vapitlianio® dite anid thy Lntornatiqn@le!” was singe on 
rouse ‘The Arwenian eonsul wie wv in his views thar 
thi Riss 
41h Pabniz recently der forbid 
‘wviny officers to, Naver relations with topresentativis.” He | twice 
casseintied Une officers and warned them that he would Jaye to take stern imeasiites 
fisbany who dabbled iy polities, On the second oeeasion hie explained thst e 
cas tho friendly with the Bolsheviks 
4h, Mie Controsayz, Tibi, tweety 1 froin itlis toe 
to cease all in Visluve until the commercial ay 
mmionit his been seule 
G, Dabs dul fa: Vile: ail 
tau aig, On thie Wadi ulti 
way About uve ingots trom the Cauessus by th 
chivlly keer St 99 f et Tn con 
with prewar di Tlk of th 
carried over the Vabnig Mrobizanat and the ul 
goods cone vil Hamdan, weal Wind. Exports, tie bulk 
curpits, 0 VIA Pra 
Zee allowing iy Ue Hist of aris anid simwunition now in store at Tabriz. 
Dubke iy Tthssiane left bahind hy thee Russia troopsion their retreat in WAZ when thie 
revolution brok 


Mount 


1 


Toissians mountain, gon, slinautel 17,440 
SWI ca i 10448 
‘Nurkish mountain gin, shrapnel 3 204 
ri ae ae mie ik Iss 
Machine yeuns— 
Testi nviehine gans.on tripods fo 
ot Hal 


sean boats 
rounds 

is of which 
for use on bats: a ee ee ENG: 
Aimmnuuition of rounds 


Russian Lewia 
Aiimanitien 


Rifles— 
Russian rifles ( “) 
( c 1286). 
Hassan rites (ri locally) ei ee 
aval zie) 319 2971,119 
American rifles 


euecin Mauser se 136) 165,795 


87,696 


Rounds, 


(old Rnssian ites) 
Ae a 
Russian ba i ‘ 7 es 
Eaglish bavouots 
Runs 
At atte 
Flan eerevA don 
Pte i Bei Chate 1u20 
‘Turkish bond : “i aa 
Russian dyn ue 


nin tuerrel 
san, burt) 


Riel gun sheapuel 


Field gain ILE pees 


fs 5a 
Transcaucasia, 
8. Baki.—Diwe pumping stition for the wate y af 
OCT eR ten # supply of Baku was destroyed 
nuiediately ruphiced. ‘The conduit pips Selo 
city i now applied with water finn Laue 
Burther outbr: 


hy 

power: Diesel pumping ening eu 

hay TBuku hin also be I, 

a Fea fu protons takers 

lds anid in the town any ropurtedl, aud it i 
shops hive boon hurt: di, eae 
6 incendiarisi on the purt of counter-revolitions 

" Lthis is Tahoe tions Antrakhan geome ty eke nor aha 

i important Communist nat 

We shill doubtless hear of wholesale exeeution in the near 


Haman. 


seues to parigeaph 1 of my: Tstelligen 414 
Ke augent Teresclink Ins boon tivnstined hy the Ruswiai 
D aging Persia a thud hint 


is anticBritish aul Co it 
tomans on thir 15th Novem aa aie ie ; put 


Vehran: 


pxersient Have shossn ty sizens of 
n Charge d's essed 4 letter to the 
rtd of tho pres erhmiont towards Russia, Hs way 
litter on it being pointed out to inn that, hw was 


own Prince 


contrary todip 
dy address 


[10708] 
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1g to bring about the fall of Knwam 
and Reza Khan's return, ‘This plan has i 
: police in Tehran went on strike on the 26th November demanding six 
mouths) arrears of pay due to them, 
12, With reference to paragraph 19, Intellige 
Toth October, 1922, twenty sowars cent hy the Vali of Pasht-i 
on the 90th jor to join, Meza Kh wil eseort, * 
18, Owing to the Medjliss threat ita point of attacks on the Prime 
Minister, and to pressure brought to bear by the German and Swiss Governments, 
Kawa E | + prohibition forbidding the return to Per 
Of oortai subjects, who created trouble nntry during 
the wa vy now enter Persia 


, 41, dated the 
ved at Tehran 


Booker: 
I 
ave 
Lisstook, 
Pois, 
y 


Slivatski. 


William, 


Weidig. 


List (#1) contains the names of those considered the more dangerons. 
‘Mo growing German-Lussian combination may enable the Soviet authorities to 
Utilise some of those persons x convenint agents for their propaganda in Persia. 
14, The Persian authorities are somewlst nervous of dovelopsnents in Southern 
‘The Russians are takin advantaze of th 
purposes the following extract from the 
Tran date thie 26th Noverubs 
“Recent reports state that Sheikh Ma 
to induor the chiefs of Kurdish tribes inf 
Hie aout letters to the leaders of th 
He tas recent! 


sistance,” 


Mazant 
16. Astuinda Fstand—The Russinns are anxious that the small detache 
Persian t ing this island shall be removed. Weiner, the: Russi 
At Astaraliid Ih asked the Turkomatis te harry this Persian 
try and make th 


Bushires 
16. His Majesty the Shah arrived at Bushire on the 29th November, whore he was 
mot by: the Minister of War, who will acsompany hin to Tehran, 
M. SAUNDERS, Liewt-Colonel, 


‘ary Attaché. 
Tehran, Deceniber 2, 1922. 
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E 6387/69/34) No, 14. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of 'Kedleston (Received January 15, | 


Tehran, December 11, 1922. 
VB the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Tutelligence 
No, 49 for week ending the 9ili December, compiled litary attache 
to this Legation, 


SRCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No, 14, 
Intelligence Summary No. 48) for Week ending December 9, 1 


HOUGH the Prime Minister is well aware of the assistance being given by the 
ernor of Gilan, Nay Communist imovement Dei 
by the 


0 a telogram was addressed to the Prime Minister signed by tho 
pitants of Resht protesting against the present Governor and the policy of 
allowing s much Communist "freedom" in the provineo, also 
ich «po 
‘Tho lead office of * Vueslitors” Russian Foreign Trade Department) in 
has been transferred to Resht frou Tehran, Gar, the ehief of the Vireslitorg in 
‘Vehran, is t to Resht to take charge there. 
d Svertsclievsky lias been appointed head of tho Vaeshtorg in 


i t0 the recent destruction of the waterworks at Baku (seo paragraph 8 of 
imuinary), a large number of vessels arv calling at Enzsli to take on water 


; With reference to paragraph, 2 of my Intelligence Summary No. 17, a further 
report on the voyage of the steamship “Pioneer” obtained from tha 3rd oficer is as 
follows : 


The vessel left Hamburg on th agust having been loaded av the 
es of Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. fer trip from Hamburg to Potnograd 
Kronstadt was uneventful and accomplished in soven days: ‘The vossel was 
1 and feted in Potrograd, ‘There they took on hoard a marine 
e Sam i leading qarine expert in Russia), 
ni vlio is reported) be w Lett from 
both Russian an 1. Brom Petrograd the vessel st ned 
Vid the Neva to Schilusselburg, thence Taadoseli Lak and the Marienkanal 
to the Volia 
ings were made all the way, and accounted for the delay in the voyage, 
Tu dhe cauals the present depth allows fo 
14 ft 6 in, forward measurement and 6 feet 
depth is similarly the limit in cortain. places betwen 
and Nijni Novgorod, suid in certain spots on the Vola, Dr 
jons will be beg 15 ioe permits 10 enable the passage of vessels 
feet to 5 feet (bow and stern measurements), aud a vessel will leave 
Hamburg in the sp 
“To Astrakan, 
by the Morelicka, 
e vessel has a speed of 20 to 22 knots and a gross tonnage of 150 inter- 
L tons, 
ierman commercial agent, by name, Danhauser, accompanied the vessel. 
He left th November for Tehi 
wi el left Bnzelii for Baku on the 20th November, aud will w 
there. On her departure, Bragin, the Russian consul at Enzeli, paid a fare 
to the ship, and the other vessels in the harbour blew their sireas. 
[1o708) pb? 


«the vessel wus delayed by oflivious searches 








“The vessel carried a crew complete of 15 men. 
‘The steamship “Pioneer” yas Iynilt in 1918 at the Ottensener Maghinfabrik, 
Ottenen, Hamburg.” 


Hor draft is 6 feet loaded, not 9 fect as stated in Summary No. 47. 


ince the Sth December the Hussian consuls at Resht and Enzeli have refused 

ull passports OF Porsians desiring to enter Transcaucasia or Russia. Whether 

osinee of the frontier is due to the existing friction henween the Persian and 

Russian Goveruments, or to the desire to preserve the secrecy of military movements 
in the Caucasus, is nob vet clear. 


Russia, 


6. A traveller who recently arrived at Teliran from Mos ss follows — 


“In Moscow sind Petrograd and other towns of Russia, every week on Sund; 
meatings aro Holi in the theatres against the Allies, Italy, France and id, 
igs it is said that until the day the Allied Powers recognise the 
overoment, He workmen and pewsints will not lay down their 
nit Russian army: under arms mumbers 2,000, Bread anid corn 
Jewels and gold are scen on the markets and are plontifnl 
population, on account of the te and in 
roment. "The hitter, to-avoid the ticeossity: of borrawin 
Governments, have returned to private owners ship 
from them before, Inexchange for this concussion they a 
If the army: of 200,000 is sent tothe front for a n, the Governimiont will 
iol be able to maint Yin tie interior of Rivssia ‘Uh int 
the Government are awaiting the opportunity 1 1 


1, Mone ‘An oxtrnct from a private letter written hy a I 
to her danghtor in Persist is given in Appendix (A),? as dese 
the capital, 


Transcancasia, 


8. Balt With roferonee to parageapli 8 of last week's $n 
tho pumping station and water conduit SholarBakw | 
Gorman firm. ‘he work is to bs eonpleted iu 
, Vrayellors from Baku arriving at k 
taking place thor 
10 Tiflis British ato reported ty have been turned out of ‘Tillis except 
Mr. Harrison. the Indo-Buropean ‘Tolograph Company employe 
Mr. Jackson wore given ys to leave the Cane 
Jeaving most of Uieir bolongines behind, ‘They a 
and Const 


Tehran. 


U1. With reference to paragraph 10 of relations berweon th 
Russian and Persian Gow to be se strained. ‘Then 
at issue are: 


(&) Rupture of negotiations between tlie Persian commercial dele 
‘Taghi Zade at Moseow and the 
to an agreement 
(b.) The tariff question between the two countries 
(c.) Grant of the Caspian fisheries. concession b an Govern 
former concessionaire, M. Lianozof M. Shumyatsky, the Russian Charge 
(AMaires: otested against this. 
(il) Acquittal of s hers of Vieshtore by the Versian court of justice at 
Astarabad, whom the Soviet authorities prosecuted for alleged inisappro- 
dation of Viieshtorg property and funds, but whose deportation to [tussia 
reality desired by the Soviet Government for their not being good 
Communists, 
+ Not printed. 


(¢.) Proposed sale by the Persian Government of the oil « 
Provinces toa American company. ‘The Russians claim’ that they have a 
Fight to. be consulted should Persians take steps to dispose. of 
cession in the north of Persia, as this isa matter affecting Russian intere 


12, Reports, as-yet unconfirmed, state: that the Moscow Government 
with the t s made by Shumyatsky, and tha lief is exp 
13: an editor of revolut tendencies banished recently from 
from Kermanshals i Ig aa 
ili, editor of the Tob Tghdam," and is trying 
ilitors” in Teh He visited M, “Shnmyatsky on’ the 
7th December, 
1h, With reference to paragraph 21, Intellizence Summary No. 38, dated. the 
19th August, sky proposes to send the newspiper editor, Farokhiy, to Moscow 
inks he may be useful to the Eastern Departinent. for 
for use in Persia, 
newspaper“ Peikar” vas suppressed by the Primo Minister on 
November for publishing offensi les against members of the 
ninent 
Wi. \ courier arrived at the Russian Legation on the 20th November from Bak 
bringing despatches and 19,000 tomans (3,001) fi silver 
Ktionof arrived at Telran from Baku in Octob 
been one of the 
with Bui " rkishi Vreatyiat Kurs 
full wkas to improve the organ 
t Party. Ho thas hoon instructed to work secre 
nniler Moseasy; and not through ¢ 


Mazanderan, 
18. Minsky, Russian vi 


to Bar 
const, aiid 1 


vousidlar (i 


Kermanshah. 


Amir Aazami, a chief of the Kalhur tribe, was murdered few a i 
i to hehis nephow, who visitod hin concerning payrent of taxes, 
o during which Haji Khun shot Ainiv Advan. 

Two Wlsh touko, aud Kotin, atiewpted to enter Irak 
during Novemb on the frontios hy’ the Trak authorities anil 
returned to wed Borlin, tho Russian consul. 

Stouko hins been appointed Russian agent at Kast-i-Shirin, by M. Borlit, and Kotin 
Kermanshiah oa 


hiras, 


21. His Majesty the Shalt arrived at © on the Ath December, 


nd will Yeaye for Ispabian on! the 10th Decembe ported dat Ie 
Ispalian some days until the Pe hi ni” Tas enue dst 

decreed that for hin tolarriveat lis journey'send in the month of "I 
will bring him bad luck, 


M. SAUNDBRS, Linutonant-Colonel. 
Tehran, December 10, 1922. 





[E 396/106/34) No. 15, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir I Loraine (Tehvitn), 

(No. 12. Confid 

(Pelegeaphiic,) 
10) 457 of 20th December: Russian threat to Mesopotamia, 
View of G fF is that although possibility of Russian attack on 


Horeign Office, January WG, 1923, 


eannot be enti d, it is improbable that Ru ft tnoment desi 


itor could carry it out. Preparations could hardly pass unnoticed) and thore ts ne 
aformation to show that they are being made. 











[B 563/223/34) No. 16. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran 
(No. 13, 
(Tolegraphie,) Foreign Oifice, January 16, 1923, 

YOUR despatch No, 577 of 20th September: Persian Governments debt ta His 
Majesiy’s Goverment. 

‘Treasinny suguest that: the debi should be a charge npon the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company's royalties instend of upon southern customs. Dillieulties in the way, which 
appear to me prind facie insuperable, have been poiuted ont to them, an also the 
political objection to trecing southern customs, whiet would thereupon be avalable as 
swourity for possible loun from another Power, a contingeney which, as at present advised, 
1 consider wo ought not to be called upon to face, “Treasury, however, are naturally 
anxious that Persian Government should take steps to recognise the debt and make 
provision for its repayment 

Please send by air mail your eonsi feastiry. propo 
take first opportunity to press Ameri tor of Finances to exam 
Gebt and inform me oF result 

Copies of cornespontence with ‘Treasury are being sout to you by ai mail 





|B 843/139/34) 7 
Sir Ts Loraine to the Marquors Curzon of Kedlestons—(Received January 21:) 


(No. 1, Confidential, 3 
(elegeaphios) Tehran, January 20, 1 
YOUR telegram No. 1 
Prajuct in presiont ciretimstaices fills me with misgi hn 
tment has ever aroused hostility, it has provided Pirsin \ 
tunent sith an adinitable telegraphs xuaranteving officionoy and score 
which the alternative y is Necessarily assure, its position is uncontested 
und hitherto even uncer precate putting idea uf its disappearance into, 
Por’ hid; 


(a) In present cireunistances Persian Goy t would, 1 think, wither say they 
would ta ‘im that convention of 1872 hud thus 
Taps HY Must negot for replacing 
departmieng an hold Pers 
fixed idea of whic 


ut of proposal 
ents, and to 
® Khanikin 
involved. 
a withdrawal. 





No. 18. 


P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received January 21.) 


(No. 28.) 
(Pelographic,) Re 
THE Shah has acco ime Minister's resixuation, 
Practioal Mustauti-ul-Mamalek will succeed him, 
(Sent to India.) 


Teliran, January 26, 1923, 





E 1110/77/94) 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receiced January 29, 1923.) 


(No, 719.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 11, 1922. 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of the d 
November, by which your Lordship was so good as to inv 
on the extent to which, in the event of a renewed. ant 
country, the withdrawal of His Majesty's tion, would 
bring the Persian Government to a prope of amity towards, 
ent, and also in what way it would react on important vested 
ish: interests in this country. 
In accor vith your Lordship’s desire, I have al ished a brie? 
Summary of my views in iny telegram No, 436 of today's date 
In iny despatches No. 603 of the 27th September and No. 683 of the 16th October, 
! have explained fully the nature and extent iti-British manifestations in 
the press, and the cireumstances in which I felt it necessary to warn Kawamcess 
3 d orally, that unless satisfactory steps were taken to pnt a 
tations Mis Majesty's Government might not allow me to 
in tiore, I cannot say that the result of this and any other tupresentitions wis 
isfactory as Peould wish, but ents the press calmed down, the repre: 
Sentitions certainly produced an impression on the Persian Government, und {lo 
not think th boon the slightest suzgestion, even among the Persians, that te 
dignity of His M; Was Hot upheld during these incidents: if, how. 
cr, the ingidents y much further, J think that some public vindication 
of Hecomne indispens eessitry. [shaped my aetion and 
Hingnage, however, in such manner as to avoid any public or nglo-Porsian 
tions except in the last resort, Leing persiaded that any crisis of the sont 
Would! have been a considerable source of eniburtassment to His Majesty's Govern. 
ment having regard to-events at that time in the Nen id that the provocation 
offered by the Russian-insp ess wvals aetually designed to bring about a rupture 
between this Ley iin Government. 
ny opmion, and T trust. that your Lordship will share ib, the upshot of these 
ents is that a rupture has been Avoided and that our dignity, though perilously 
onpromised, has been maintained Tf any proof be needed that the 
nese taken Tis ot enured to our d in the tact that, 
with Ks, the lioot has shifted to the other lex and relations 
) ‘ and the Per ‘av thismomentsispended, 
ict authorities to task with 
ting in an unfriendly: manner towards Persia, ‘The 
respects aso, as was stated in my telegram No, 436, 
nti-Britich outburst, Kawam-es- nieh’s in position 
Hecame precirious for several reasons? ‘The Ministe became dissatisfied 
With his Highness's treatment of Woking ahont tor a new 
Prinie Minister. when the news 0 hah’s impending return t6) Bersin became 
Known, but it then appeared undesirable to make ony change until Hig. tnpertal 
Majesty's arrival; the fact that Kawanu-es-Saltanich’s Administration had bron ht 
about to improvernent in, the finan that payments due we 
made icious and irr 
so created profound di 
siety; again, the prot 
altanch, during 


her 
Minister's position 


all of their manenvres, which 

been described in other reports, having reached the conclusion, which icon tte 
whole a correct one, that Kawam-es-Saltaneh is averse from the spread of Bolghenth 
influence and ideas in this country, and is therefore not a suitable instrumeat te 
























Assist 





Hiei polity, not nnnatiirally took ad 
chaos Ss Saber cito asco ie relics anessines 0 league themselves gp 
far as possible with the malcontent ado ark tor Kanames Saltaneh's 
downfall hy violent attacks in their t ind any other methods which occurred 
to thei, ‘Their action in this respect 9 Hon the belief, which has become an 
axioin with the Russians, that anything which is not pro-Bolshevik is necessarily 
pro. British and must therelore be hounded down Much to their surprise and 
ance, however, Kawanves-Saltaneh withstood the assault and did ot bow before a 
stom Situperation in the press which would have even a: Mushired-Dowlel 
very quickly back into private existence; morover, Ka eh not only 
Suppressed all the prominent pro Russian newspapers, b 
suns oF one tn purchasing the support uote papers, furthertore, and no 
without overdominds considerable parliamentary: opposition, lie steered successfully 
hy the Medjliss the Bill for the constinition of a jury to try press offences 
Formed the subject of ty despateh No. 714 of the 1th instant 
reouilings, of course d the Russians anil were ina 
fon the present Russian action in demandiny lis Highness’. dist 
Th sill thus he 1 that the situation hug changed in several important 
Fespects since the date of your Lordship's despatch under reply, and that, although 
disobliginve references to British potiey, Ne. will no doubt continue to appear spor 
ically ity the Persian press: renewed outhurst similar to the one under discussion 
does not seem likely: inv the tiqinediate tutu 
Your Lordship, however, siygests hit a siuilar situati ie of a 
geuvity yhileno longer ean ed nd that His Maa} y find 
HW aevesiny to-take some tog to indicate hat wntil the Persian Government: are 
Prepared 16 treat them with die consideration aud respect, intimate relations of any 
shit ninst hededlined, Although Vlehieve that we have weatliered the worst phases 
of nti British aimosity and that Persian opinion is gradually realising the folly 
OF sucli situ attitude and the advinitaye of establishine moro eordial relations with 


ige.of the combination of cireum- 











iusto 

















































































His Majesty's Goverment, 1 canuiot deny the po: sais ey 
Siew of (he worbid suspicions still Inatoured hy many’ Persians i regard to one 
intent iy Hf earetully kept alive hy such gentry as Nostet-ed-Dowlel, th 














Ghiuvinistip Lofu off Nitionalisin whieh is supposed {0 lie nowadays the mark of 
Possian patriot, the datuons ilinduess of Perstaw statesnen to the true intertat ional 
Pesition of Uieie vountiy, and the assiduous efforts of the Russians to blacken oe 





Tames ih to inpiite ty our every action the sinister design 
subjecting the peoples ab the b 

Should such a stthation witortunately apis, and His Majesty inet 
feel Hh hecossiny ty mak iin public aud ungastekable tanner their sense of the 
Persia) Govorminent’s Yailine to tvat them: 1 their representative with 
proper respect aud attention, Fam of opinion Lunes would be to recall 
{lis Majesty's Minister to Londow tor eonsultat ive thie necessary publicity 
tu the rovsinis which lave necessitated so anus pie ITis Majesty's ( 
Would ther he alite to decide whether they would reqnite some formill express \ 

aril, Hie settlement OF some one portant questions outstanding 
Renata S LOIt Ws BrTedah and Inia 
re permitting His Maj 
lations with the 





dominating 

















































HF tne othe 
ister to returw ta Teliran and renew h 
Think that a thivat 16 take ation in 
quite exceptional cireuustinees slic 
iid thie threat, luwever, wot silos, that vould be 
S oXceufion| Wis hnimediately necessary 
SE AEA TEAM RSS AN Raa herrea trace ih leave Tis 
Majesty's Govermucnt consideralile latitude in respect of their future decisions. 
tinide, while, on the oer Tian, it woul tiot involve ac breach of 
tio Persian Government or a cessation of the stoadving influence which the presenee 
Gl lis Majesty's Lagation i ‘Tehran is always able'to exert, thongh, at eanees ina 
somewhat varying degre Furthermore, the important vested British: interscte 
Lordship mentions are avenstomed to the Legation twine 
Toit (von, time to time in tle hands of 4 Charge Affaires and. would th 
tio nieasiness a the step, which they might well and justi 
overuiniont withdrew their repres i 
jore important ones—thou m sniguesting that the eonsiderat 
i any Way to influence yout Lordship’ eventaal detiston-—would. well 





rep) 





Mt 

















































mn ought 
nie an. overt 





\ssertion of the d 
nt thief 
well awar 





termination of His Majesty’s Goverament to secur 
ian Govertment ‘The protection of these interests, a 
1s 4 constant souree of anxiety to this Legation 
sorbent of its working-hours; should the need arise 
Feasun, those int 


proper respect 
onrolagl ny 
nd a considerable 
to close the Legation for any: 
esis would most undoubtedly suffer, and. I have no hesitation. in 
Avitis thaw the British business community would view such a contingency. with 
dismay. On the other hand, dle to say that the ‘Tehran representa 
tyes of two such important concerns \ sian Oil Company and) the 
Tnperial Bunks of Persia, though they may oceasionally differ ona point of detail, 
are in compl eral accord with the policy which is being pursued in regard to 
’ersian Governinent 

Your Lordship further alludes to such, ev 
American advisers and the position of Reza Kha 
it advisable that the Minister should remai 
Hauble with maintaining the dignity of His Majesty's Government, ‘The sieess of 
the a H advisors mist depend tithe ultimate resort on the degree of support 
sfiorded to them by the Persian Governinent, Should heir authority become Atmly 
tablished, should the | of Persia's financial obligations and 
the reconstruction of the system be phiced in Dr, Millspaugh’s 
hands “or carried out unquestioningly under his) advice and! guidance, 
there is really a hope for the regeneration of this country and for the recovery of the 
Honey owing to His Majesty's Government, Tn that cise te results would ot only 
(advantageous to British interests generally, but would also inchide the removal of 
the question whieh most hinders the re-establishment of) Anglo-Persian relations of 
their forther footing. ‘These results, however, would obviousiy-be jeapundised by 
Srisis in the relations tietween His Majesty's Government and tlie Persian Govern 
Trent ting vlace during the probationary period of the American advisers; more 
over. a British re i avi comparatively hunmonions relations. with the 
Versiat Goverment can do fay more i a number oF indirect ways to facilitate the 
task of the advisers than one in conflict with it 


































the arrival of the 
Tn both these respects I consider 
re so Jonge as that is reasonably. com 


siderations, 









































































As regards Resa Ishin, the position is peculiar; we do not want to estrange hin, 
Hise his usefulness in certain possible eventualities: on the other hands we do 
fot want to be too closely associated, with: Him, because he, too, is tinged with the 





shanyinistic Nationilisni 16 whi 





i 1 referred in the ewrivr portion of this despateh 

At the sie tine tie ts appreciably less unamenable tosreason anid. Yoss blend. to 

Vissues than the majority of his prominent compatriots, besides being a fir 

ent element thin they in the Persian Adininistration. It is therefore 

Vand useful to see fin tainly treque interruption of the 
relations with hint nowestablished would hest be 

There iss however, another aspevt of a possible withdrawal! whieh, though wot 

mhnected with Angle relations, is perhaps even more tnportant 

4 the position which this Legation holds as a British outpost against 

the Bolshevik: tide int Asia So long as the Legation remains in, ‘Pehiran it is hardly 

He that Russian inuence should hwcoine predominnnt in the capital exeept 

iit ed, the Russians themselves. sewn to consider that its 

schemes to a fan gr 









































aun open field 
m) might 
froin thie 
wy thie matte 
a, and that 
ni Would regard a 
probably final blow would have heen 
country. 

be Horne in mind, 1 should consider 
lonment of the Tehrin position except in 
The withdrawal of British troops firstly 
fter from Versian soil transmuted the diel with 
H terns; in my opinion, the abandonment 

id. without fail lead ooner or later to a rectra 
ssa result on Which itis not necessary for 










ti that light. ‘The 
we do not ret 





naking war on us in Pe 
‘ould not make any difference: the 1 
sa British defeat, and 
at our influence aud on prestige in th 
en if this were the only consideration 
10 in itself strong enough ty forbid an aby 










true 








Circumstances of compelling 1 
















from the Caucasus and. there 

Bolshevik Russia from milita 
cl 

mine 

ie to 








Th conclusion 1 Leg leave to confirm the opinion which wi 
(1070s; 





expressed in iny 











‘anh nf waday’'s date to the Ken all round, the 4 
is dyinee diyon, alihongll the Ru i ets to the best of their abit, and 
ULL oir ote position is stro In the prosinces theres no 
oil about the tuprovement, sad severs rs lar pate ines 
dias my attention to it, The worst centre is Tehran iets 
in Tolinan that we must he most tenacious of oly purpose aid most consistent 
attitude, 

Broaly spel 
Persian situation 


ig, there appear to me to be three alternative issues out of the 


Firstly, that Persia will come te her pores endeavour to reste Ue aS 
velutions with Great Britain and welcome such assistanee as we tay he w pete 
(aurick. Dhue twesinter ety probable at the present time, but [do not altogether 
pxelude it : 

‘Secondly, that the Persiin Goverment eontinues on ats present earcer of vit 
dementias in which case the country will founder, and its future become a se 
internuitional problern 
ee radi Rint a eouabsnolion oF (Roan hates contain ulidy with the reforms 
and financial liquidation to be effected hy the Atmeriean advisers will Nea 
putting the conntry more ar lesson its b nd take it a less able 
hoe than it is-at present 


Thy all oF those Uinee eventinalities. it appears to.1 
Government should be adequately presented in Tel 
aud take le art an thee developmen they 
desivalile and expedient 
SHERATON 0 political questions, the real teste is, however, being fought 
SHE AL this moment by vouw Lordship-at Lausanne, Should one of the results of the 
conference be to wean the Torks froin thein present allianee with Moscow, Bola! 
Jrestigeanid tnlluenee will sufier a blow inthe Bast from whieh, s0 
fa judae, it isu cover, and the effeets ysill not he lon 
apparent hen ‘Vurkish foreign poliey take a Weste 
specially one towards Great Britain, the eflect will be even 

Jain sending: copies of this despatch ty Hie Governme 
Majesty's High Comins sil, 


that His Maje 
border to wateh © 
1 tite to) Gime 


T have, & 
RUY LORAINE 





|B 1114/88/34) No. 20, 
Sir P Loraine to the Marjuess Curson of Kedleston,—(Reevived dannary 29, 1923) 


ae ee Tehran, Nee mber. 16, M22, 
“TAD: the Honour, by my telegranis Nos 426 and 427 of the 27th and 25th, 
November last, to acquaint your Lordship with the tension which has recently come 
about in the relation between the Persian Government a the Russia 
Layation, aud with the complaints made by the Soviet representative of he in 
Tide oF Kaysamees Saltaneh's Governinent towards Rustin interests, whieh 
were stecomipanied hy the suggestion t wanes Saltaneh Thad be 
subservient to British influence 
Tt may Ie of interest to your Lordship ta le acquainted witht 
‘of the particular questions ih dispute, whieh lave heen the immediate cise 
present situa 


1 Phe Walter Case at Astarabad, A 
Six individuals employed as oi itor: (the Russian Forsign ‘Trade 
Dopartiient) at BandarssGaz were arrested in tune 1922 av the request of the 
Russian Legation on a eure of misap) Hing mony and gowns the property 
of Vneslitorg, ‘These’ six people are pre-war Russian’ subjects, the four more 
cea I AIEsSte av aleaciNic ite: Sunemiph UL GkcleTe aL ana Walter 
Glainn to be Polish subjects sand therefore under French protection while in Persia, 
‘he Russian authorities atterupted to deport these people trom Bandar-t 
to Baku for trial, but the Persian Karguzar, after referring the matter to his 


Government in Tehran, successfully prevented this. M aatsky then applied 
Jot they should te tried hy a Russian consular court. ‘This wae ret 
nithurities, who ordered them to be tried by the Persian court in 
In spite of M. Shumyatsky's protests, the trial was held at the end of Noveniben, 
and the acensed were found not guilty a sed. It has 
Soviet Government were anxious tc people sent back to Ru y 
for trial owing to their being considered to be traitors to the Communist cause, and 
of trial and sentence hy the Teheka. M. Shuinyatsky, theretore, 
had them Jon a ppropriation of money and poods 
Delonging to lace the real renson,, which wa 
Mitical one, «d Shobotot, was sent to Ast 
Tulse witnesses: were arranged: tor by 
Payment of heavy bribes In spite of these preparations the Persian judge saw 
Uhtough the ease, and found the prisoners not silty 
M. Shumyatsky is furious al this result, the more so, as (sa reliable informant 
states) he has revived a severe reprimand from Moscow at the mane 
case has been bungled. ‘The Soviet authorities fear exposure of th 
methods and plins in Persia, which they believe the accused to be in possession ol, 
and the loss of their ¢ in the Persian court has been a distinet blow to thei 
idl prestige in the country 
tion, however, is not finally disposed of, ‘The legal representative of 
ment Has declared the Russian contention of theft, We, to be 
founded, «to be not a eriminal but civil one Walter and hi 
nNionls ore Have to,appear before a Persian civil count, hut they: hav 
J from arrest. 
i iny mind, that this ease, apart from its other aspects, has 
vividly to the Bolsheviks the disidyantage of abandoning Russian 


tory rights i this country, and has intensified tHeit regret av having done 
so in their treaty with Persia 


» Communist 


2 Cuspiay Risheries: The Lidnosof Concession 
Up till the onthreak of the Bolshevik revolution in Russia in Octob 

fisheries had been w very: remuncrative undertaking, ‘The firm, 
ely throught location of business in Russia which tere 
of 191) was no longer able ta pay the royalties dae 
nt under the of the eoncession, ‘Consequently, the 
vession in 1914, and granted i tow 

iL, howe nL jpossess Suflici 
Kes at Bnizeliy and the concession tell through 
‘Dhe concession was thus ina moribind state until the Bolshevik invasion of Gibul 
in March 1920, when the Bolsheviks took entire control of i themselves. When the 
hs evacuated Enzelv in 1920, and eanelud treaty with Persia, one oF 
ns obtained hy Russians in 
resrarded ly the 3) 
of the Caspi 

rangemonts between the Russian and Persian 
should Lecome free from previous vontraets in thein 


ince the cancellation in 1919 of their concession 


Messrs. iano: 


tively engaged in, defending their « 
testing auainst wh 


ded as an legal wetion on the part of the Po 
vent, and in demanding redress, ‘Uhe 3 authorities, on Ue other hand 

ve been end since concluding their tyeaity with Persia af 1921, (0 s 
the fisherie time, durin the winte 
for the spring season 
From, in return for a payiient of 50,000. tomans, 
Never nis bel ween the Governments for an eq vatiyement 
‘of the question her side bein will way tothe other, In 
the summor of 19 » Messts: Liatiosot succeeded in iakine their voic 
Heard, and brought the Persian Government to agree to an arbitration on the question 
of the justi i cellation af the concession in 119. ‘ihe 
avout of 1 and ordered that in view of the 
Wrongful cancellation of the concess d the losses subsequently incurred 
hy the firm, the concession should be restored to Messrs. Lianosof for av-period of 
fo708) 
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Sie P. boring to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston (Received January 29, W923.) 


(No, 716. 
Niner Tehran, December 23, 1922. 

LAV E ihe honour to inform your Lordship, with reference:to my. telegram 
No. 159 of the 20Uh instant, that the Persian President of the Council. having 
cancelled bis sveckly reception for foreign repre to be held on the 
moming of Wednesday, the 20th December, sent me a special request to call on him 

ii sane atternoon, Tn the eourse of the interview which ensued, Kawamees-Saltaneh 
oxpressed the desire to aequaint me in detail sith the ature of the difficulties which 
Have recently arisen between the Persian and Soviet Governments, and bh 

hie Was considerably perplexed to know whi the best manner of dealing with 
these questions, he would he greatly obliged fe personal advice which Tmight be 
ilo to give hin, 

Mis Tighnes Lio explain that Hie neg i 
ducted for some tinue past at Mosvoss Hetwveen the Per i 
Zale) thor ities had broken ¢ e, although 

Ih did not definitely say soon this occasion, that the points on which 
found impossible weres (a) Transit facil 

sian subjects, and. (c) the riglits of Vneslitorg representative Mis 

said that after this deadlock hid heen 1d, nevertheless. Hieen 
anxious: ta explore every possible means of restming negotiations and reaching a 
mutually satisfactory settlement, and to this end he had anthorised the Persi 
gation to enter on fitormnal conve si me nthe Hope 
Gh finding a basis tor the resumption of the fos e result of these 

PHIGEHRI ASHMAIRR A NTT Dee eMnat ory Ce east ensTol soko vom; ta 
Which the agreement of the Persian Government was demanded as an indispensable 
preliminary to the resumption of negotiations 

U hog your Lordship’ I munieniite these points and to record after each 
one the character of the advice which T felt able to give Kawam es-Salts 
Pasonily dn responsd to his request 


1, Freedom of Trade 

‘Mhe Russians were villing to allow most of Persin’s exportable products to be 
carried freely into Russia hy Persian subjects, subject to the condition that they were 
sold there through the agency of the Soviet Government's trading institutions. 
Porsinns would he allowed to purchase im Ru (d export to Persia any goods 

provided that these were of Russian origin or manufacture 
Kawanves it any allusion to, 
Hho array fs, hie pparently regarded the Russian 
ide, either in the text of the trenty itself or in tat of the acco protocol 
the Soviet authorities asked the Persian Government to be satisfied with the issue by 
ication in Russia. 
wd to accept this 
eans or anotlier, 


the Persian Government 
in requiring some of arrangements—always 
supposing that they were satistie 
point on which T did not myself fe 
justified, and the precaution was a most reasonabl for it se 
proclamation issued by th Jovernment in its own territory and for the con- 
sumption of its own nationals could not have any binding character so far as the 
Po i ‘oncerned, furthermore, the prockimation would obviou: 
jw susceptible of withdrawal at the pleasure of the Soviet Government, and without 
the Pa fovernment having any pretext on whieh to hase a protest against its 
alteration or eancellation 


2. Pransit Pacilitie 

‘The Russians we ilities to Persia for machinery of 
all sorts, instruments (such as Koda , drigs and things required hy and 
for thie use of the Persian Government, 


Kawam-esSaltaneh th tion of the Tr 
$20 sith the Polish Government, the Soviet Guvermuent had laid spe 
the question of transit facilities, and, so far as 1 could remember, the Poles 
lated sit facilities through Russia similar to those which the 
aided throu Polish tervitory. Furthermore, I believe that in the 
agreement recently concluded between the Gerinan and Soviet. Governments spevial 
stipulations had been made in regird to transit facilities, L therefore sugeested 16 
his Highness the advisability of studying the provisions of the (Lreaty of Ric and of 
the Russo in Agreement if he had a copy available of the texts, and, havine 
done so, to model his request for transit facilities on what. had heen accorded be 
Aoviet Russia toothers. Te seemed ty me evident that by so doing hie would he placing 


Himself on the most reasonable and defensible ground. 


3. Damages Inflicted on Persian Subjects uftor the Riosian Roralution of VOT 
‘The Soviet Government categorically: refused) to consider 


grant jenisation whatsoever for the los 


d, moreover ‘sll 


ment as might. be 
similarly affected, 

his Highness could hardly abandon his claim for 

compensation in this respect without sstcrificing the interests whieh were confided bo 


Hin and without projudicing the vases of Persian subjects in the event oF other 
ountries being able to secure compensation from the Russian Government 
4, Cleil and Criminal Cases in which Russians are Lavaleed, 
he Soviet Government stipulated that Russian citizens in Persia should not be 
dl according to Moslem religious law, but hy a civil or criminal cade. ‘The Prime 
Minister said Ghat this stipulation did uot present any sorions diffeuliy, and {did 
Hot, therefore, Heel called on to offer any observation x 


5. Dacation of Russinus in Persia 
‘The Soviet Goverume ied the same treatment tur Russian, citizens as 

vp other nationals whose njoyed most-fayoured- nation treatment 
On this point I reminded his Highness that several weeks ayo, ashen asked bj 
Him what the Soviet Government was aiming at in bringing pressure to bear on thie 
Persian G 1 itd expressed the view that the Russian Government. wished 
her to have a completely dicts Persian Goverumnent or to resis, the enjoyment} 
the capital its which they hid renounce ‘ sian Treaty: of 
6 deinatid appeared to confiray the view which 1 lid then expressed, andy 
being unaware of the intentions and wislies of the Persian Government. in this 

nection, Lid siot feel able to offer any usefuliady ice 


6, Government Urade Monopoly in Russia 

The Soviet Government requested tle Persian Government to give oficial 
recognition in the contemplited treaty to the Soviet Government's monopoly of trade 
in Russia, 

1 suggested to Kawi ‘altanch that it was not the business of one Govern 
nent to recog proposed, the elit 
oF the Gover ich Was the other party to the treaty and tht, uy as funder 
stood, he felt disinclined to accept this demand, le Dy bits Win 
reluctance to. do s0 on the clause of the Russo Vreaty of 1920, whereby th 
two contracting parties agree to abstain reciprocally froin all interference. iu each 
other's i fairs, His Highness looked up the clause (irtiole) to whieh 1 had 
referred from memory, and appeared to sce in my suggestion a possible way ont of 
t culty. 


Status of Vneshtorg Agents in Persia 
the Soviet Government demanded that the same righty should he accorded to 
its Vneshtory agents as to the members of its diplonatic representation 
The Persian Government hud retused this demand, and this was the question which 
divided the two parties most deeply, ‘The Persian delegation at Moscoiv had filly 
proposed to its Government that Vueshtorg agents in Persia should be ranted the 
rights as they were given in Germany. ‘The Persian Govermment had, however 
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Enclosure 1 in Ne 


jentenant Colonel Saunders to Sir P. Loraine, 
corel.) Tehran, December %: 
HTLAVE the hoiour to forivard you a renort om my yisit to Gilan, the 16t 

Her, 1922, 

sii Wish to bing to your notice the geat assistance given me dur © 
past yeu by Mr TV. Brenan, His Majesty's consul at Resht, in the collection of 
uilitiiry intelligence, and to express my gratitude to him tor the 
Help iven me during my visit 


wlosure 2 in No 


Report on a Visit to Gilan, December 16-23, 19 

Object. 

REPORTS reeeived during Ih 
Reshit, sand others: trom Persian a ences, show clearly: thi 
‘authorities ave conenteati tony an Gian ath ew ty og 
stnother revohitionsy outbreak in that proyiwe im spite of the fact that p 
nia ie rebel leaders Kuchik Khan, Thsanullal Khan and 
Jolla were suecesstilly crushed hy the Caiitral Government 5 

ie fiction Leuven Shumyitsky, the Russian Char i Vohiran, 
uid Kawanres Sultineli the present Prine Minister, | natal 
severing his relutions with the Persian Government, followed 
shortly alter hy persistent rumours of early militiry act fl 
authorities who were said to be about to Jind a fore of all arms at Enzeli to sapport 
the deminds of th seutative in ‘ehran, The reports received at the Lew 
Voing sornewhitt Vague and of an warmist mature, it was difficult to-for 
su acenrate appreviation of the situation in Gian, 

APUG i arOFGe MC SOReeO OF aM BOR NTR) 
immediate visit to Resht and Fuzeli to determine 


(@) Witether any signs exist to show that the Russians intend to land troops in 
Glan in the immediate tire ear eee 

(h) ‘Mie state of restlesstiess in. the province caused hy the organised revolt 

ere ind Communist propaganda conducted by the local Soviet officials, 
and th bility OF another iusurrection in the province the 
U 4 

(¢) Me probable action of the Persian regilar troops garri 
eventiof a Rustin hand king, place 


lan in the 


iy Bat ¥y attaché, accompanied me. 
. ith, and { considered. the opportimnity a useful one 
to become acquainted with local conditions and the details of our 
intelligence organisation in that province 4 

Me slivayadsky, on hearing that 1 thad elt Tehran fe -Reshit, telesraphied to the 
Reussian consti at Reshit to have me watehed, and warned bint of the Likelihood of my 
Miwsing secret negotiutions with tribal leaders in Tiish (Dulap). Why he thought 1 
might have dealings with the chie 11 cannot conceive, as T Have never been 
there or met any of, lers, anid aim particularly careful to take noavtive pact in 
Hoot! politivs. 

T deduce, however, from his messiye that the Russians fear the possibility of a 
Hostile attitnde being taken towards them by the tribes in Talish, which would 
inconvenience their present programme, and that my visit at the present tine t 
Gilan is extremely distasteful to the Soviet authioritie 


Political, 
2 ‘the present Governor of Gilan, NayeresSultan, 1s a weak, corrupt official 
of the worst type to he fount in Persia, He is entirely under the thumb of Apresof, 
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Asst av Rest and is strongly supporting not only the Russian, but 

juumoubist programme, He is a man of no character and of the poorest mental 
qualities, and bis attitude ts due more to the fact that his pockets are well filled with 
Russian money than to his having any real personal convietions, 

Me is assisted im the administration of the province hy the Deputy-Governon, 
Said-ul Milk, with whom he is not on larly good teims. Said-ul Mulk is a 
Ser ordinary Persian official of pleasant manuers with no. particnlar ontstanding 

Hities, but ismore capable in every way than Nayer-es-Sultan, Me is quiti-Bolshe' 
nd on good terms with His Majes nsul. He is anxious 10 ste the Gov 
nimove 

He town and port of Enzeli is under the governorship of a Persian of 
tamed Major Sadik Khan, who, though nominally under the orders ot the 
iebten refers all matters of importance direct to the V 
dik Khan is a morose, tavitin idua} of no particular political 
Srientition, ueither pro-Russian or pro-Britis eps good order in Enzeli by 
rouleand ready methods. 


Russian Aetivitivs 


‘The intensive propaganda campaign now being conducted by. the Russians 
is sontrolied by Apresol, te Russian consul at: Resht, ably assisted by 
Bragin Kurayedot, the Russian vice-consul at Enzeli, ‘The recent trunister of th 
headquarte from Veliran to Resht has given Apresof aut additional 
stall to d assist hhini in histask, Me works in close tonel with the Russian 
ui, the Communist Party in Baku, andthe local branch ot Persian 
Prop: sent is conducted by means af personal visits of 
Is on Th portince, by subsidising the local press, by subst 
ing schools, arvanging concerts, cinema performances, and. meetin 
Spportunity recurs, A vumber of paid agents are cnployed to 
piohage purposes, — The support given liy Nayer-es Sultan ta 
Kim easy one. No attempt is made to stippress mee 
y revolutionary speakers even when eld in public plives, complete free 
nas given to the local press, which is openly: Bolshovike dad every fucility is given 
ts (6 tone ie the towns and villages of the pproyin 
Propaganda is of the usuil type, virulently anticBritish and directed against 
the Central Gov f, the Landowners and well-to-do chisses 
The tea paper i Gili is the © Nedai Gikun,” published weekly in 
Rest. ‘Two extracts from recent mubers are ziven inthe appendix? 
Farokhit, the notorious pro: Bolshevik editor af the suppressed Tehasun n 
Paper, © Votan,” is now in Resht, having Ieen sent there by Shumnyatsky to assist in 


sian Incasion, 


4 Botan 1 


Preparations fora 


Enzeli one lie 


oi) all sides vague reports of Russian 
nediate landing of Russian troops at Enizeli from Baku 
Mn, Clarke, the manager of the local branch of the lnperial Bunk of! Po 
Resht, informed me that m ts Had anxiously enquired of hin 9 


Hissin troops are about to arrive, and le hituself was somewhat uneisy owing to 

the large silver reserve (250,00 tomans) 1 Kk, which could ot be evacuated sit 

short notice, Certain inhabitants doth of Resht and Exzelt have made arrangements 
Tora rapid Hight in case of necessity. 

1 spent the 18th December av Enzeli, examined the harbour and town, and bad 

ews with the G Sadik Khan, and the Belgian Director of 

Hunin Jocal Russian authorities have made no attempts to 

purchase stocks of supplies or to collect transport, suc as would be necessity for 

troops on landing, nor was there any information to show that preparittions, either 

Or military, were being made at Buku for the despatch of force to Enzeli 

the ori reports was difficult to trace, but appeared to tue to emanate from 

nt of opinion that these reports have been deliberately eprend 

propaganda to scare the Persian Government into compliance 

ith the preposterous demands of M, Shumyatsky, who wishes to find a lover to 
irhig the Porstan Goveruat tel 


* Not printed, 


140708) 





Persian Troops in Gilan, 
5, Vhere bas Veen no change in the local garrison during the past few months, 
ihe strength of which is as follows:— 


Resht 400 infantry 
I, i; 400 infantry. 
2 200 infantry 


These detclnients have a few machine and Lewis gu 
pul Russian troops lind unexpectedly, T was informed that no opposition by 
 Bersin troops may be esjiested, the local conmuanders contenting.theinsely 
With coufining, their troops to barracks, and reterring the matter. to n for 
Tnstruetions, “1 propose to ask the War Minister at my next interview what action 
Ne would take in such an eventuality, and what instructions, if any, he has alee 
issued to loval commanders in Gilan 


rule 

6 Made in Gil nt; much discontent in onsequetce exists anton 
commercial uid ‘The people are told by the Russi 

trade is due to the strangle hold of the British on Pers 

Which prevents the development of trade between Persia 
suspension of iegotintions: in Moscow for a Russa treaty 
Leen cased hy British influence over Kk sult The jeop! 
Hore are invited to lune tHe British and thy iot the Russians 
for their present deplorable eeotiomie 

After the detent oF Kuchik Khan in 1921, the Con rninent lent a sum « 
113.000 tomans to the province sa Town to restore agriculture, buildings, 
estrovedd by rebels saul Tas chosen this.inopportune moment, when trades at a low 
ebb, to try ind: force the vepayment af the Lown hy increased taxation. This action 
is vausing Considerable il teclg towards the Central Government 


Police, 

7 The police at Resht and Knzeli are ander the command of & Swedish offer 
twinied Colonel Sfoberg, Much as he would like to take drastic action wi 
Propaganda campaign conducted by the Russians, heing wuler the direct 
the Governor, he is powerless to-do so. ‘The strength of the police force 1 
commun is 

160 foot police 
80 mounted police 


‘The pre: wan budget for this force was 11,500 tomans a month Colonel Sjoberg 
1S now receiving 6,500 tomans a month to maintain his force, a quite inadequate sum 


Communications 

8. ithe Resi Pir Bazan narrow-gange railway is working, but the line and 
volling: stock are in wretehed cond 

‘Whe road c 6 auaintained in very fair order, and. is 
passable forall forms of Gansport, Heavy 3:ton lorries were met en route 
goods amid passe fiom Enzeli to Kazvin 


Conclusion : 

9, ‘The bad conditions: prevailing in the province are mainly due to the inefli- 
Gieney of the present Gosernor e rendered by: him in support of 

y. Hlis period oF office hits be rapid growth of revolu- 

Honary and Communist propaganda, and real ansiety now prevails amongst all 
tlisses dnt disturbances aay’ heal out in conseqtience.” Tis early replacement by a 
strony iad capable Governor is a matter of pr portance. Needless to say 
M. Sliunyatsky is making every effort in ‘Tela ain him at his post. 

Should Nayer-es-Sultan continue to remain in offige or be replaced by a man of 

nilar character, things will go from bad to worse, : 

Some months ago rebiabile information was received that the Russian authorities 
intonded to concentrate their attentions on Gilan with a view to organising «tres 
tevoliitionary centre in this provinice, and developn proved this to be the 
case, “Though both the Prime Minister and the War § e well aware of 
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what has been taking. place, no steps as yet hiave been taken to check this revolutiona 
tivenient The lonigen these are delayed, the more difficult the task will le iy, 
{ipointinent of a new Governor, suppression of the Bolshevik: press, confiscation of 
Communist literature, and prohibition of revolutionary meetings should have the 
desired efiect, and it is to be hoped that stops of this nature will shorty he put ints 
practice 


M SAUNDERS, Military Attaché, 





E 1124 77/34 No. 2, 
MOP. Loraine to the Marquess Curzou of Kedliston—(Heceired 
January 29, 1923) 


(No:755) 
My Lord, Vohvan, December 31, 122 

T HAVE the bonoun to inform your Lordship that the Shah expressal i desire 
Wo receive ine in private audionce on Wednesday, the 27th Deceinber 

f,exan the interview, xt which tio one tise way present, by congratulating, 
Hae iupernal Majesty on bis safe return to Teliran, aad aoe deailtany eeiveranting 
thereupon ensued i Ito lis visit to Europe and thedifliculties experienced on, the 
toad from Bush ‘The Shah, iu the course of the brief formal audience 
Tail hie had ive to the diplomatic: represenuitives al Bagh-t Shah ance 

canbety the day of is arrival, had already expressed his hijgh appreciation 
aah anertesy’ and. cosidcration, wlth hid! been shown to hit byrall the Maven 
the line of his route, and His Majesty was so good as to renew iis 

this subject 

His Imperial Majesty’ then told ame that: ti tiad wished to,enter into. personal 
We Ar pieation with responsible British: quarters in Europe, ani in particular with 
His Majesty's. Amba Panis, His Majesty: had attended: two gatherings 
in is expected that Lord Mairdinge of Penshurst’ would bo 
present on being then able to make his acquaintance, 
Untor Lordship had been prevented from attending on both oasions 
at Adis Majesty: ad! chus- much to his regret been unable to-tiave any exehang 
of views: 

The Shalt appeared to. awe ty havea feeling of disappointment ia thiy 
Cpitection. 1 therefore hinsteued to express the view that it was for the beet tia 
things had turned out in the manner described. ‘There hind been constant reports 
Put about during. His Majesty’s absence to te effect that he Itd heen in eevee 

Heittion with His Majesty's Government. and had vlaborited witht then 
{yesh plan for handinys over his country, bound hid and tot, to the Heitishe Ly 
we Ete auuatanees, i appeared to me thav uo sore convincing proot ould be given 
1} lis Majesty's innocence of the extraordinary: mancenyres tributed to haicthes 
the fact that fe tad wot eve Heh ais spoken with a British official during hig 
Kurope This reply seemed to saitisty: the Shah, and to: smnuoth whats} 
1 to Le His Majesty's somewhat ruflled susceptibilities 


His Tmperial Majesty then thanked tue verv cordially for the messuee which 

dl sent hin privately at Bushire through His Majesty's consul general ty th 

cfect that it would be inadvisable, notwithstanding the Russian pressure at which 

tle Drosident of the Council would doubtless liaye kept lim intone, to. authorien 

any change in the Government Tiere until IissMajesty: himself reached the ear 
i 


nid was able to form his own opinion, ‘The Shab, said he hud followed the ake 
nil greatly appreciated the friendly: spivit in which iv had been offered: sinee tie 
aerival in Tehran he had, moreover, reaised that it was both sound and slisintorected 
After so long: ai absence: he w rather ont of touch with the situiti 
a Md te glad if Lavould te own views in rezard to it with perteet 
uukness 
i into too much detail. { thereupon explained! to tis Majesty. the 
{incerity wath which 1 had worked to try to restore the former friendly relations 
between the byo Governments: Thad been consistently, conciliatory, | had abstained 
from any form of Persian internal affairs, and! 1 felt sure that even 
is Umperia} Majesty's: Ministers. would) adinit tliat ny pationie, iid nee 
CXemplary 1 was, however, a source of urvat reared to me, alter miore tau a yenee 
Fesidence, to be compelled to admit that the restlts of iny labours, were exthotnaly 
T did not feel that my loval and straightforward ude Had heen met 
Feciprovity ty the Persian Government, which porsistently. waderl 
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Any settlement oF the questions to which my Government attached importance. 





























The plain course which suggested itself 1 nit Tlie 4 
allowed the anti Heitist campaign to go on practically unchecked ‘The only result i sested itself’ to my mind was: that His Imperial 
PUI Unecctueinmoererian tani pats evel bees peeciits Borst Majesty should simmon the President of the Medjliss and ascertain. trom him 
Hit His untueditie predecessors: Wiss its success Mm estra had been as prepared to support the present Gover Lf the answ, 
and wight sul be Persies trends, and its failure towwin any new triends. Unless the responsibility for overthrowing Kawam:es Si 













id, disaster: was bets event 
F wieighliours vite aecotnit, and this -w 
Tifton part of the swaner the anti-British press 
Hail attained int proportions, aud I fil bees obliged to warn the Prime 
Minister privately tht its continuance might cause His Majesty's Government to 
withdraw their representative 

Whose reneirkss Gere clearly gut anuch ty His Majesty's taste, but 1 did not 
think it would he reudertne int any serviow to soften them down He expressed 
hiis profound regret at what tad oetny il his cousietion that ther since 
heen a inarked improvenient. Me als dome to distinguish between trie 


vd 
‘onable manner, 
L issiie and to report the result of his efforts 
if the efforts were unsuccessful, His Majesty should then 
a Council of Ministers in order to decide what stops should 





rliamenl, if in the affirmative, His Majesty should t 


ister 10 use every endeavour, in a conciliato 
to reach a settlement of the points 4 


Uhis policy were radically chun 
Slates wore cbl 
fue ut Persia 








doubly 


























did not seem to appeal to the Shah, who gave me to understand 
that the question which confronted: him and required immediate decision. wis 
whether to dismiss Kawam-es-Sal him, 


In these circumstances, I counselled His Majesty to make no change t 




















nother 








































































































TREE AER ERR CICA eae HINER TT TMT ae saes As TST two or three weeks and see how the situation developed, but at the same time to 
Kept thi THA TeANFeORMUN acl nunataRd etl cept for that, 1 icaratinvesla jnetrnettt ¢ Prime Minister to do his best to reach eitlement. Tn the IE 
ULARG AL VAL GLI BIRO RTTTOR CLAUS ete citeaee ene ta first place, the results of the Lansanne Conference might. meanwhile. become f 
Porsinn ojiuion altoxedhien so toni as petsons s0 highly placed as Nostet ed Dovwleh ff PPaRENE. and If a sottlement. between. the Allies and. Turkey intenmened E 
maintained their implicable hostility and used the whole wei; i etal to become easi le 
insin- anti British sense is Majesty: eniquived ratlien inc ould not assert its E 
Was convinced that such Nosret et Dowleli's AL Mose E 
unfortunately there was nor any doubt on the subject dpurae phe i 
His Majesty wonll use his personal influence to stop this campaign of cali there - 
and ilLwill he fa 

Line shiaM fausvaneyallsthe Mis Imperial Majesty ‘thanked me for the adviee whieh 1 had offered, and 
could mlsayaanely orehig potaniial teonitst pind yaoi said that onthe whole he thought it wns correct and that he Would probably. follow 

Hig Majesty: thew tuyned: the converssition into another eh it Upotill today. at all events, there has been 48, though Th , 
personal adyive as roar: Host course to purse in regard to the Russian that Kawam-esSaltaneh contemplates some chan his collaborators and r 





the introduction of, 4 





© new elements 











epresentative, who had 


pressure Me fad hin dy received the Rossin 
settlement of the pain 


shown no disposition to com Dr even quarter way’ to, 
of difference, and Iitd maiiitined that Hehad no uareel with the 11 Soy 
oy peaple, but only with Kawvunves < amet, swith whieh he felt 
(inahlo to continue velitions His 
ly awkward hie Faull re 
out woul b (if Government sere dismissed at thie beliest of a fo 
Pavers om the-ether Hand, any prolonsation. of, the present situs 
oh ig. tid hie Ww OF its possibile cansequiencr 
Russian action to nrce their 

Told tis Majesty question was for me an extremely emburras 
one, for Pid not wish by anything T said to hiy myself open to the cliange of seeking 
to envenont the ons botivern Persia and Russia, and nothing was further from 
my wistios or intentions thay to do so On the other hand. Tcoukd note 
Tnyperial Majesty on the 1 to veld demands which apy 
to be unreasonable, on, hy hing whieh the Per 
Government inight regard fs one 








ments 















of this despateh to the Government of Indin 
Majesty's Tigh Commissioner at Baslad eis oS 





and to His 














Tiave, & 
PERCY LORAINE 
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ir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Redteston. (Received January 80.) 









Tedevan, Fanny 3, 138 



















is applying 1920 taeiil to imports fiom FRissta, 









of the vital interests 












rusted te jts charge 
‘Mhe Shab pressed me with insistence ta sive hin, auvverthicloss, the tw x 
Hy opinion send tell him how T thought he ought to act He believed that whatey 25, 









avoukt be followed: anid 
d, jeans could be found: ta make 


Tine he indicated to the Government and the 
it was hest fo throw Kawannes:Saltineh over: 






SS ONGioaa Sasa 





aine to the Murquers Curson of Kedlvaton. (Ieveired February 9) 



















































Hat event appear to he the resilt of sine internal or parliame) ilty i 
His Majesty promised that whatever Psaidavould remain strictly. between, him and ean eau a: 2 
nivel sy Lean Retinuary 4, 10. 

T therefore said that thon previously explained to His ine rai al stich a ty 8 
1 had scant if any cause for satistuct ih’ Governmen Hea aati Nostes Ca es 
i appeared to me ungratefnl as well as any erons to throw it to the nisidiers position for wxcnining 






propitious 





Wolves merely Lecause its dismissal was dom 





ign Government 


































































\s Veould hardly relay pressure on Persian Government itsellt aml t i 
moreover, it seemed to me dangerous. for to) nemunies tie Se sit itself sd fil ie 
Ponabiiy of kine a A serivusly juve Minister when hiv voulk offies, thee asewod 
jen being to esponsible Minister " 
andl, 1 realised: that the. present situa not without. possibili aS sl Lani singly witli rasta 
ind though [did not think myself that the Russians would he short een rat unless a ondaet could be tmade to bikinee revent 
sive action, T saw that th and expen uncli ise fa a Debt qu will 












be clearer 
telegran 







mu teeeive my despatch No. 42 





‘id January rplyine toy 
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Persian debt 








The Marquess Curzon of Redleston to Sir P Loraine (Tehran). 





ary 10, 
His Majesty's 
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(No.4) 
My Lord 
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Suusmary No 
ilitany attach 











Tor tle we 
to this Legation: 
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tilan 





sy taken by th 
= Governor, Communist 
uneasiness amongst the law-abiding 





2 Ataullal Khan, th 
Who is now at Baku, w: 
the 16th Decembe 
Russian 
Baku to Misi 
3) An informant 
Governor af Enzeli, 
Russian viee consul at Enzeli, tho 

4, Inforuuition from a re 























unifiay 
‘another 1 
Communis 

Comment. 






The pr 











(e) The Rus an \ 
Ud.) Owing to the sovere famin 
iD feamlinal at 














‘HMhe Persian authoriti 
sh tribes on the Lak si 
rit newspaper ° Siti 
Sheikh Mahmoud ky 
frontier, and has heen 
them i 


















the people.” 
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ending thie 








Sir P haraine to the Marquess Carson of Kelleston 


2 honour to transimit to your Lordship heresvit 
Vth December 


in No, 















Party 











cnt prop 
preparing, the ground 
nment intends to. 
this 

to pn 
in Gili and Mizande 






still show anxiety regard 
le of the frontier 
Tran,” of the 26th Devembe 
has extended his activit 
ing to attract the Kurdish trils 
on to the Central 
given to the 
the seditious practices undertaken by Shei 





sn betwee 
The support of the Azerbaijan 
allt hin has already been established 

fable, states that ) 
in unison with M, Br 
jntwardly he protes 
Baku is to the Follos 


ir 
1 by desprateh 
to the province, 











1 fave, We 








Intelligence Summary No, 5% for Werk ending December 30, 1 
tuition Li the provinee still continues to be unsatisfactory 
brother of the notorious Gilani rebel, Hhsanull 


Russian consul at Resht, on 
nullaly Ki) 


Ths: 




















at the Lausanne Conter 

ross Persia in support of Turkish aims in Leak 
nov sitting in cont 

sind has decided that, should the result of the Lausant 

able to Russia, the C 





st D 





is tot 
ag Pers 








s-estallish Capitulation 
miter int Moscow, the S\ 





following 
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ross the Persi 


n Po 


(Recoiced Rebranry 12) 










LORAIN 





ind ne auth 
the present 





ues unchecked, and 





Hi Khan, 


Sadik Khan, the Military 
Kurayedof, the 
complete nents 





s, oflect 





nce, Ru 


about 


and Azerbaijan 
isted hy arms, ammunition and mone 
zn conducted in Gilan 





tivities at 








iu Baku, 
rence he 












‘appeared in 





and sot 
‘overnimient, and to eommence a rebellion in 
nor of Kurdista 


to prevent 
h Mahmoud against the peace of 











rhaijan 
6 Tabriz With reference to} 
Majesty's consul at Tabriz, report 
nrived av Salmas and Urmia 
Feceipt of orders to do so by. the 
a Khan, the M 





aph 5 of list week's summary, His 
that the Turkish detachments, who recently 
¢ hurriedly recrossed the frontier, presumably on 
ersian authorities. 






















considered to be the reason 
that his intellig 
usked for permission to p 












‘ull party who | 


























the Rowandiz Van telegraph line, ‘They desired 
» by this ing to the difficulties af crossing the snow passes ou the 
tline ‘The Minister of War 





dded that permission to eross Porstiun 
recrossed the frontier 
oF Nzerbaijan are now closed to 





pritory. 
fused then, 


7. Both th 


and th 
Russian, 


they hi 
d Turkish trontic 













Transcaucasia 
S. Shahtakti-Baynsid. 
ed 










Raitiray. Reports from trayellers state that this 





hulWay is being repa 


Tehran, 
9% With referen 1 
hotween M. Shumyatsky and the 
Persistent rimouts from va 
teoalled by Moscow, bat no ev 
10 With referenc 
Dowleh is reported to have left Ango! 
1. A courier reached the Russi 
lirinyeinye with him fifteen, box 















st week's summary, te relations 
Government are still token off, 
that Mo Shumyatsky is to he 




















K's summary, Mumtaz ede 
ith Decombar 

tion from Balin on the 2th Decemb 
nals to the value of 7.5001 
































Another Russiin courier, with afirthen six boxes OF silver coin (24000). from 
Hakib. reached Tehran on the 27th December, whieh he delivered. to the: [tussiue 
Legatic 

ie Fsian representative in Moscow negotiating: fon at 
Russo Ly, finding that the negotiations are al a doudlook, 
te , 






rime Minister 





on the Athy De 








permission ta retin to 


Berlin, ‘This per dito remain for the time 


boing at Moscow 
13. Mirza M: 
is now in Teh 











Wied Ali, the editor of a paper in Egypt called ° Chorhann 
A visited M, Shumyatsky on the Ith December, On the 


20th Deven ted that he is shortly leaving Tehran for Moscaw with a letter 
of recommendation from Shumyateky: 

14 Sadovsky, the official in. olta f the Russian press Vives 
stated on the 28th December that. he hind received jrmission t 
2.00) tomats a month on jiress propaganda 

















1 Moscnwy to spend 
H Tehran from the Ist January, 











Hamatan 
15. Koshap, 

ied 

eshitory 








1 of Vneshtong branch in 1 
Gar, the head of Vneshtorg in Pe 
Namadan and proce 





adit, has received an order 
erst, and by Shumyatsk> to, wind up 
to Resht, 















Mazanderan 






16. Bandar-i-Gaz.—Four Bolshevik agents, who wer 
roln Astarabad by the then Persian Governor of Ast 
on the 21st, Dec hey all are Caneasian 


deported in 1920 1 
4, returned (0 1 
und are named. 


Baku 


is 
























M 












On arrival at Bandar 
consul. 

17. Turkoman raiders attacked the customchouse at Banda 
25th December, and looted all goods and cash it conta 
‘The local authorities failed to arrest any of the robbers, 

(10708) 


. they were accommodated at the house of tie léussian 






Ua nh the 
ied, and Lett the employens, 






















4G 








2B 


rived at Bandar-i.Gaz from Baku on the 26th December 
uthorities are mobilising all Russians 


15, A ship that 
brought news that the 
irom 21 AU years of age 


South Persia, 

1, As a result oF his visit to Bushire, the Minister of War states tat he 
(xtremely dissatisfied with Ue progress made in the organisa southern 
division of Hits army, He considers that the men recruited are of the wrong type and 
Of poor pliysiqie, and ailikely to make good soldiers. He stated this to be 
particularly the east at Shiraz, “He has instructed his local commanders to eliminate 
this bad material, consisung oF men enlisted inostly from the riffraff in the towns, 
aud has ordered every effort to be made to enlist men from the tribes, farmers, and 
those sho have served in the South Persia Ritles, He remarked that i the 
Bonitclich system Of obtaining recruits could be applied in thre south, better results 
would be obtained. 


Ispuhan 
20, M, ‘Vardof, the Russian const sent one of his agents named: Mra, 

An Nmenian trom Ure Canes ian villages in the Chahar Mahall 

distriet fur the puryiise of tk and anti-Ds 

amongst the villagers. ‘The avent hus also been instructed to 

favour of Mivzyantz's candidature tor the Medjliss 


M. SAUNDERS, Lirutenant-Colonel, 


Military Attaché 
Teliran, December 31, 1922, 





{B 1716/69/34) No, 26, 


Sit P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recoired Bebruary 12) 


My Lord, Vedran, Janiary V, 1923 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Lutelli 
No, O1, for the week ending the 23rd December, 1922, compiled bY the 


— Ihave, &e. 


PERCY LORAINE, 


wlosure in Now 
(Seuret,) 
Intelligence Summary No. 31 Jor Week ending December 
Gilun, 


RUMOURS are current in Rest and suveli that the Russtins are pp 
force at Enzeli tron) Baku ty support the demands ot Me Stun 
fits broken off velations with the Persian Government in Tel 
signs, However, either at Kuzeli or Baki or such pre 
eliev id that these reports einamate trot Russian sources, bein issued as propaganda 
With a view to tightening the Persian Government into complying with the 
Zeotts dletiunds of the Russian Charge d Affaires 
the Russian consul at Resht, has broken off relations with the 
justice ( Adlieh”) 
stat Apresot dnd the Karguzar have quarrelled over the question of 
wool ni Enzeli, the Karguzar having infortued him that permission 
would not be given for tie opening of the school 
His quarrel with the Adlich is two 
Recently a Russian subject was arraigned before the Adlieh for some offence 
tui the consulate would not accept thie judgment of the “Raisi-Adlieh.” In the 
neantine an inspector of justice trom Astarabad, by: nane Adel-ed-Dowleh, arrived 
ain Kesht, He wa ‘i by ‘Tehran to investigate the case. ‘The Russian consul 
Wrote a long: protest to, the Hor ayitinist this man, whom he accused in writing 
of having been bribed in Astarabad to the extent of 1,000 tomans to give a verdict 


48 


in fay the accused in the case of the trial of ¢ 


tain members of the Russian 
Forewn 


tment, and that as he was here staying in the house of the 
nithorities, he, Apresof. could place no reliance on hinvor his impartiality, 
The local newspaper in Resht “Nedai Gilan” continues to priblish 
revolutionary and Conimunist propaganda, being snlisidised by the Russian consul 
okby, the notorious pro-Bolslievik editar of the newspaper Tota 
suppressed, his arrived at Resht, and is assisting the editor of the * Nedai 


4. The pumping the waterworks in Bakw las been repaired, Ships 
Have ceased to convey fresh) svater trom Enzoli to Baku 


Leerbaijan 


Tab esty's consi at Tabriz reports that one ‘Turkish of 
nid thirty Silinas. wlience ull refugees had hicen removed 
hy the: Pes vided them with and transport to enable 


WV cipht 

Ho beat Kotur 
vitits fo the possibility of their using m route 
tions in Trak the matter: Ins heen 
raphe ian Government by His Majesty's Minister, ‘The 1 
Minister hax pro to telegraph tothe Governor-General of Azerbaijan ins 
ing him to order the Turks to withidraw immediately: across the Frontier 


Turkish detachment was rej 
val of t 


Transeaucasia. 

5 Asechaijan (Russinn) With reference to paragraph 1 af) Litelli 
Stinmary No 48, duted the 2th Oatober 
dock is Being built av tsieh, dhe new port 

ving at Tabriz from Ordubad report that 750 men of the 2% 
swith tivo machine guns and four sans yndin a comnioander named 
Mexander Dimitri? sirrived at Ordubad about the ard Decembe 

% Armenia Reports Tron travellers state that four Russian aoroplines are 
it Mlexandropol and’ one at Nakhecivan 
4, 2h His Majesty's consnl at ‘Tabriz reported on the 20th December that 200 
Russian troops with an armoured train had arrived: ulti Also that the 


phabitants of Nakheohivan are Heine revistered with a view to enrolment in the 
army 


Vehray, 


ions between M. Shutoyatsky and the Persian Government have not 
A rsinay Minister Mosensy Mushawiral Marnalik has inform 
¢sSultane that Shuinyatekv's hostility: ix Sumyatsk’s own ides, and not due t0 
niin Moss ipod however, tha sShuusatsky shoul 
ine hie has without approval from Moscow. Ki altaneh i 
Mushnwin-ulMamalikt fo. complain tn the Sieh, Coveted 
sky's attitude 
» The Teh 
the following « 
tions of the recent pros 


Alibas Mi 


Kiwini 


pressed, sind the: proweution 


itor of the Shatak 


id Rezvani: Editor af th ilshany 


12. A report from a. ust 


\ soltiee stat few days ago the 
Goverumes 


from Montaz ed Dowleh at Augora. to 

place between Avulof and the Kemalist 

Munitazed-Dowleh stated that his relations with 
itary good and lhe asked. jpeeinission 


The Prime Minister has telucraphed ty jun 10 return 
0705] 3 





a4 


‘The War Minister has handed over to Dr. Millspaugh the eontrol of all 
ncial administrations that he has leld up to the present, #., crown lands, 
ndirct tases, Ge, De. Millspaugh has guaranteed 700,000 tomans a month for army 
expenditure for the next two months, by which time he hopes to have completed 
drawing up his budget for the ensuing ve 
IM With reference to paragraph’ 17 S summary, Colonel Salar 
uty brought with hin a let Angora reconimending 
that he be made Persian military attaché at . Minister, hhowey 
confidential mess Mumitaz-ed-Dowlely at Angora concerniny 
in Nizam, and was heard to remark that he would never allow the latter 
ary attaché there, 
5. Taki Zadeh, the chief representativeoft! sian delegation 
Russo Persian commercial treaty at Mosvow, telegraphed tothe Ministe ‘ore 
Afiairs. Tehran, that the Russian conditions for the treaty were so hard, that 
the Persian Government gave k to Russia all it had received under the first 
id refused to sign a new commercial ann it would: be 
ous to Persia 
A source of information 
Consil at Resht, on the 28th Noveiber 
ian. "Phe latter was to aise a force in Fumen and Apr 
‘he committee called Famiyet Htelad-ieMilli’! (Uni 
whose chief le ris Aga Sevid Mohammad Miritehed, with Shei 
—Mujteled as assistant, are willing that TH Khan should raise this force and 
that Apresol should arin it. but there must he no Russian interference in its actions. 
Apresot does not agree to this, and insists on its wetti lers from him, An 
ivrreement his tiot Yet heen arrived at, Farokhy went to Resht in order to set inte 
this committee (see also ph 8 above) 


iilly relidlile reports that Apresof, the Ru 

into touch with Hassan Khan Kishdarreh, 
wiis.to supply 
NY 


Mazanderan. 

7 Bandar-i-Gaz. Minsky, Russi: ‘ive consul, went to Bandari-Gaz on the 
17th December and reopened the Russian vice-consulate there. 

It is interesting to note that Minsky helonus to the Russian Social Revolutionary 
Party und is nota Cy Hist, and that M. Shumyatsky is anxious to get him sent 
to Russia wider anrest for trial hy t Minsky has got wind of this, a 
rofiives (0 leave Persia under any: pretext 


Asturabad, é 

18, A skirmish took plice on the Mth December hetween Turkoman raiders at d 
Persian troops at Knedi Maballeli wast of Asta The Turkomins lost Kuli 
Khan, one of their teaders, who was killed, the Persisn troops suffering no easuaities 


M, SAUNDERS, Liewt-Colonel, 
Military Attach, 
Tehran, December 24, 1922. 





{B 1716/69/34) No. 29, 


Sie P. Loraine to the Marjuess Curzon of Kvileston.— (Received February 12.) 


(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January \, 1923 
THAYE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of Intelligence 
Snmmary No. 50 tor the weck ending the 16th December, 1922, compiled by. the 
military attaché to this Lewation. 
T have, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


45 


; Enclosure in No. 29, 
(Secret:) 
Intelligence Summary No, 30 for Week ending December 16, 1922, 
Gilan, i 
WIPH re shave been 
taken by th nt, pvernor of Gilan, 
ase in the province of revolutionary activities and 
Russian authorities, 
‘ime Minister is alarmed at M. Shumyatsky having broken 
ni with the Pe mient, anid does not wish ta annoy 
rhy removing his proté¢ 
Apresof. the Russia ing in Reshit a few di 
abinet result, on the 
ned hy 200 people was sent to the Medjliss. complaining: 
ud - demanding: the re of the present Cabinet, 
veli from Potrovsk, Hi, Stites. tht man 
merly were worth their’ prop 
Many hind been se c ships. All this 
has been confiscated vei. One: merchant his brought 
k from Baku moco, saving that it is impossible to sell it in Baki, 
vis forbidden, and there are no goods in the open market to 
antes aire impossible, 
» represen 
1 number 800) 
are anxions to have these men « s They 
Aare reported to: posse ins and 1 fold gunn with 
about 2,000 she ly to the Government, hit 
will oppose i rom then 


{erhnijan. 

Maku — ‘Turkish supply agents are purchasing grain in Mak anil sending 

vn andl Erzeroum. 

Tabriz —Aw Armenian contractor ary ‘abriz on the 14th December, 
sont hy the Russian military authorities at ‘Tiflis to uy aniinals for the Russian 
troops in the Cancasus, 

Me states that te supplied meat for 16,000 Russian troops at Alexandropal on 
the 6th December H that th 1 Ogli and about 
3,000 at Erivan, Three weeks t i if ttoops 

and estimated the numl Ty I Russian 
and not Caucasian troops. and ane well eqnin 


Tenkoran. 


who left Lenk feports that the 
c F there ftom Bil between the 15th Novenben and. the 
4th December : 
Sth regiment of infantry, 208th reviment of cavalry, Yad battery: total 
strength about 2,000, 
misquoted the numbers, as they cannot be 
ve reported the arrival of troops in the Lonkoran aren 
ives following: 
At Lenkors 
2 Maxims, 2 Lewis guns 
vary 400 infantry, Iry, 
80 infantry, 50 ca 


The battery comprising fiv 
Lenkoran, 

More troops, together with 
Baku. 

At Lenkoran is « depot of arms and ammunition, from which the other posts are 
supplied. 


and three G-inch guns was still at 


, were shortly expected at Belyasayar from 





46 I 


‘All troops appear well clothed and well equipped. Their pay is small, but they 
receive good rations, including 2 1b. of bread daily 

‘Each man is equipped with a Russian carbine and 250 rounds s.a.a. 

‘The force, which is based on Lenkoran, is commanded by Kisilof, who is of the 
peasant class, Severe discipline is maintained 

‘The officer commanding infantry is Ivanof, a former captain in the Ts 

‘The commander at Lenkoran is Nicolaiet. 

‘The chief of divisional staff at Baku is Tatorsky. 

‘The officer commanding Belyasavar is Dargof. 

Officer commanding cavalry at Prishibinskaya is Yermakof, ‘The latter two are 
ex Tsarist officers. 

‘At Lenkoran were recognised two former Denikin officers, one of whom is 


Colonel Plevie, the nephew of General Plovie, an ex-Tsarist officer. The other was a” 


lieutenant, name not known. = 

‘About one-quarter of the force are of the Communist Party. 

‘A warship visits Lenkoran once a wees from Baku. 

‘At Lenkoran is a military club. ; 

‘At Lenkoran is a Cheka Committee with a detachment of secret police (‘‘osobi 
otdel”), commandant, Akop. 

‘At Astara is an “osoboe punkt’? (detached post of secret police), and at both 

-s are subject to strict search and interrogation 
ian Astara and Ordubad are stationed 28 military posts of from 

20 to 80 infantry and 3 cavalry. fe 

‘The health of the force is bad, Many men are down with malaria. Hospital 
‘arrangements are seanty, very short of medicines, &. 

‘Tt is hoped to get further confirmation of the above report shortly. 


Astara, 

8. The Baku Communi last week in November sent six agents 
to Persian Astara, the chit fi i Ardebili, Two of these arrived 
in Talish on the 4th December with a quantity of gold. 


Transcaucasia, 
9, Baku.—Travellers arriving at Enzeli continue to report inoredsed military 


activity in Balu. : ‘ 
40. The Azerbaijan Government has ordered a mobilisation of all males of 


18-45 years. é 

Tit A reliable informant states that Thsnnullah Khan, the sell-known rebel of 
Ginn and former supporter of Kuchik: Khan, has organi 
called “Tran Surkdh’” (Red Persia) with himself as presid 

‘Dhe committee is subsidised by the Baku Finance Commiss 

Object: To work in Persian towns bordering the Caspian and organ 
rilitary committees with a view to-nction in the spring. 

itiece local committees are to arrange that risings in their areas will take place 
vhen the Russians find the moment opportune to land troops. ; 

19. Prtrovsk.—A casual reports that one division of Soviet troops arrived at 
Petrovaleon the Sad December from Rostof. Destination unknown, but he believed 
‘vision is to proceed to Bakn and Tifl ¢ 
Fy ia ar ieee tris Majesty's consul at Tabriz reports that Kadri Beg, late Turk 
consult general at Tabriz, has proceeded from Kars to Sarikamish to meet Ali Thsan 


‘Pasha, who has gone there from Van. 


Astarabad. 

14. The Per 
sion left Astarabad on the 
work, 


n Frontier Demareation Commis: 
‘Teppeh in order to commence 


Masanderan. Me ee oA 

On the 4th December a Baku Tartar named Muradof, sent by the Baku 
Coming Panty, arrived on a warship at Byndar-i-Gaz with a consignment of 
rifles. He proceeded from Bandar-i-Gaz te the Purkoman: ‘tribes, 


a 


Tehran. 


_. 16, With reference to paragraph 11 of last week's summary, the increasing 
friction between M. Shumyatsky and the Prime Minister has resulted in the former 
breaking off all relations with the Persian Government. M. Shumyatsky remains, 
however, in residence in his Legation, where he is apparently sulking, much 
discomfited at the failure of his attempt to bring about the tall of the present Cabinet 
before the return of the Shah and Reza Khan. “Che Persian Government is somewhat 
alarmed at the torn events have taken, and fears some for of reprisal by he 
uss, POs landing of a 

16a. Thou 


raph 10, Intelligence Summary No. 38, dated the 
alar Nizam returned to Tehran from Angora on the 
ion, 

‘urkish officer, named Colonel Rostian Bey, reported to have been 
the Staff of Nuri Pasha when latier captured Bale, arsived at Tehras 
th December from Angora vid Tabriz, He states that he is to be on the 

of Moheyeddin Pasha, the Kemalist Minister designate for ‘Tehrai 
19, M. Gelbraz returned to Tehran from Moscow on the 12th) December and 

dd his duties as first secretary in the Russian Legation, 
20, The following Americans have arrived in ‘Pehran and assumed duties in the 
Ministry of Binance as follow 


Dr. A. C. Millspaugh: Chief Financial Adviser to the Persian 
Government 
J, MoCaskey : Chief of Indirect ‘Ta 
L, Bogart: Chief of Government Bank. 
ly: Chief of Direct Ta 
jore: Chief of Department of Accounts, 


+A. Dunaway; Chief of Census Department 
Pearson : Private Secretary to Dé. Millspaugh, 
gan: CI Millspaugh, 


©. Michell and Mi 


finance in provinces. 


D, W. MeCormack ; Advisers dealing with 
Ispohan 
His Majesty the Shah, accompanied by the War Minister, arrived at 
‘on the 13th December from Shiraz. 
formant at Ispahan reports that on the 26th November 
rdof, the Russian consul, sent from Ispahan by car to Shiraz a Baku Tartan, 
ed Amannllah Bog, Description, abont 36) years-old, medium height, fuirly 
stout, fair long moustache, no beard, one gold tooth, Little finger on right hand 
missing, This man is reported to be a Bolshevik agent, 
The following persons in Ispahan are working for the Bolsheviks as 
propagandists :— 
ullah Khan; Editor of the paper “ Akkar,’’ subsidised by ‘Tardof, the 
Russian consul, 
Kei Ostophan, 
Vazir Zadeh. 
Dr. Abbas Khan, 


‘These four have a printing press and a library. ¥y neveives 60 tomans 
1 month from Tardof for tea, cigarettes, &e, ‘They print and issue propaganda 
pamphlets for distribution in Persia. ‘Their committee meets in Baghi Zarishke in 


Ispahian, 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 





* Not printed. 
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[B 1787/88/34) No. 30. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recetved February 12.) 


(No. 42, Most Secret.) 

(elegruphic.) Tehvan, February 
ABOUT 26th January Soviet military authorities invited Persian Mir 

to coneentrate Persian foree of 20,000 in Azerbaijan and Persian Kurdistan for the 

purporo, in the event of hostilities, of co-operating with Bakhtiari and Turkish, troops 











At Russian expense aud eventually under command of Moscow General Staff, For 
dotails, see military attaché’s telegram No. 7 of to-day. 
‘Sequence of events is significant, I surmise that Russians also beewmne aware of 


decision of Persian Governnient reported in my telegram No. 14 of 12th January, and 
that: ation described. in preceding paragraph is their reply. Russian offer was 
telegraphed through Minister of War's agent in Moscow. Minister of War telegraphed 
to latter during rst five days of February that he would give “answer to Russian 
question” to Soviet Legation liere. I cinot assert connection hewween the two 
telegrains, but it seems very probable. 

rom my yeneral knowledge of situation [do not consider, Minister of War 
coop, When T last. saw him on oth February he was inost friendly and very bitter 
figaitiat Russians and Turks, expecially latter, 

War Office will doubtless submit their deduction from this information, which 
corroborates that already supplied from hero as regards Russian n i 
and plans. 

Present moment is somewhat dangerons owing. 
who was received with popitlar demonstrations, 

i. tish sense, 




















rival of Turkish Ambassador, 
tly already propaganding 











Jidor whether general situation renders any steps advisable 
nt, which will be friendly at heart Co us, but may tak 





to stiffen’ 
fright iP it finds us indifferent, 
(Sent to India and Bagdad, No. 8 








(B 1867/1857/34) No. 31 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received F 


(No, 10, Confidential.) 
My Lord, y 
TN, thy course of the private audience granted to me by the Shah, which 
thy subject of my despately No.785 of the question 
of Persia's recognition of King eisal and t! tate of Irak, 8 Ttyperial 
Majesty nd disphiyed considerable interest us occasion before his visit. to 
Burope. 
 L said to His Majesty that the internation 
regulated by thy tieaty in course of negotiation at Lausann 
that the Persian Government would be well advised to recognise Ki 


Government immediately after its signature and without awai 




















formal 
fatieation, Such a gesture would, I felt sure, create an excellent impression both 


ing the 


earnest of Persia's resolve to 
ratification ensued it would 
‘amity between the two countries 

ter 





in London and in Bagdad and would be taken »s an 
live on good terms with her Arab neighbour. Wh 
probably be found advisable to negotiate a trenty of 
rth acviow to the eatablishinent of friendly and ueighbourly relations on an 
nationally legal basis, : 

Hig Majesty Tistned attentively to those somarks, and said that, s0 far os he 
vias personally concerned, my propossl comnnuded bis entire sympathy. “He reminded 
rere had. mentioned the matter before his departure for Europe he lind been 
in favour of iiomedinte recognition, and was indeed astonished to learn that it had not 
Hirendy boon afforded. Eis Government, however, were opposed to the idea ; their view 
was that Persin recognised the British mandate i) Irak, but that they could ot 
Yeo the King or the Aral State until the intornational status of Imk was formally 
ogulated. Hie Majesty had been unable to remove these objections, lthough he felt 
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somewhat, embarrassed, in the circumstances, at the prospect of receivi 
Teak on his way through to Baa, ad epi in Neate i ihe 
hands of a Prince with who syroticial tal 
bad known him 
acquaintance, 
Nothing, His Majesty said, could have sutp 


“< S passed the kindness and courtesy with 
which Le had been received in Trak ; moreover, King Feisal, pretexting an Siete 


which His Majesty felt sure was most tactfully feigned i 
iy ta gned, ha him a very cordi 
Tatar; the Shah had aeplied to this commdaiation, but, mindlal oh te Mice 
nipulated the phraseology in addressing the letter as to avoid using 
ite of King, bus he hoe in such manner ano to givo any offence S 
; nperial Majesty finally proiaised to bear my suggestion in anind and 
wa i lt a aon by ie Mi Staehitiedae ae) 
m forwarding copies of this despatch to the Gover f fndia i 
aaj erasing opi of hi diate to the Goverment of fi ad to Ha 





ig Hompitality in 
ital, and at. the 
th whom he was unaile to have any offal Telatlons although he 
is in 1919 and had very ‘pleasant recollections of the 





















































Thave, ke, 
PERCY LORAINE, 























[E 1860/1860/34) No. 











ine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received February 15 











My Lord, 

[HAVE obtained from. the Persian Gover 
whose naes, as published in the lel 
Lordship in my despatches No. 581 o 
Bist October last, E AY 


The names given to me, with i 
ne ith the posts to which the Advisers have severally been 





Tehran, January 8, 1923. 

ent a list of the American Advisors, 
T had the honour to send) to. your 
ad September and No, 648 of the 






































f Adviser 
Controller of Indirec . 
Controller of the Ba scompto, 
Controller of Direct Taxation, 
Controller ‘of Government Accounts. 
Financial Adviser for the Provinces. 


~ Millspaugh 
Charles MeCa 
























W, MeCormac 
Mr G Mitchell 

Mr. J. A. Dunaway Controller of Cen: 
Me Thomas Pearson Private Seoretat 
Mr, lanagan ss Clerk to Dr: 














1s Dopartinent, 
to Dr. Millspaugh, 
ugh, 


























1 am also informed privately that Maj i 

1 informe ly that Major Hall, late air attaché to. the United 

States Ensbeay in London ie ow in, Bagel i on i ay to Taran a Container 

I i Provinces. Major Hall will be known to your Lordshi; 

ieoay bo of ctsliutanct t the A Miaistalagw ecbinemiae oe ee 
ister to the Court of Persia ; 

in Persia, 




























































fare not reaching” the Central Treasury, owing to th ions of i 

ae i ry, owing to thw peculations of local off 

De, Milspaug’s poli areal seh enlage as, posible by centraliation, €0 
ou n ble. ith el n view all cl it 

the Treasury have to be initialed by Dr. Millepaugh, See 























Thaye, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE, 
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[E 2463/69/34) 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marmiess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Mareh 6.) 


(No. 20. 
My Lord, Tehran, January 9, 1923. 

T HAVE the honour to transinit to your Lordship herewith copy of intelligence 
summary No, 1 for the weeks ending the 6th instant, compiled by the military attaché 
to this Legation, 


No. $3. 


Seoret.) 


Thave, &e. 


PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 88. 
(Secret.) : 
Intelligence Summary No. 1 for Week ending January 6,1 
Gilan, 

WITH rote to paragraph 1 of last, weok’s 
improvement in the situation in this province during the 

'Thouigh both the Prime Minister aud the War Minister 
present Governor, Nayer-es-Sultan, should be recalled immediate 
steps to replace him, presumably fearing Russian action should t 

‘The Prime Minister has, however, ordered the Governor to 
tionary newspaper '* Nedai Gilan,” published in Resht. No cont 
recdived that his order has been carried out. 

2. ‘The office of His Majesty's consul at Reaht was brok 
‘and all his non-confidential files were stol ntuinatel hiewes 
only obtain access to papers of a non-confidential nature, and removed nothing of 
‘Thors is no doubt that: the theft was organised by the Russian consul, Apreso 
Goubtless hioped by this means to obtain possession of valuable documents. Tewill be 
remombared that Apresot is tho organiser of the present revolutions propagands 
campaign now being conducted in Gilan. : a 

MOEA Gorman carchwologist named Dr, Herseluldt hus arsived at Knzsli from 
Germany itt} company with two other Germans, ‘They left Enzeli on 
the Sot Decomber for ‘Tehran, stating that they lind come to. Persia to open a 
Gorman, bank, aah : 

4, With reference to paragraph 7, intelligence summary No, 50, dated the 16th 
December, 1922, the Russian detachment in the Lenkoran- area is reported to belong 
to the“ Stepina” division, whieli has its headquarters at Baku, and is commanded by 
Madore 

According to the Bak 
Stepina division at the outbr n 
and became, one of the first units of the Soviet Red ar 
original Soviet leader, Stepin, 


there has been no 


fe of opinion that the 
they have taken no 
do so. 


thief or t 


Urnia.— 3 
4100 infantry of the Ist Taber 
120 cavalry of the Ist Tabriz n 
2 field guns, 
Salnas— ; 
480 infantry of the Ist Tabriz regiment. 
300 cavalry of the Ist Tabriz regiment. 
4 field guns, 
Sherif Khaneh,— 
740 infantry of the Kazvin 
7 guns (field and mountain). 
66 machine-guns, 


Tabriz. — 


600 infantry, 2nd Tabriz regiment, 


Ardebil.- 
400 infantry of the 2nd Tabriz regiment 


Kaz il recently numbered 960, has been reduced to 740 
ly the dismissal of who had been causing troubl 
. The Com f, General Abdullah Khan, returned to ‘Tabri 
h December after an inspection of the whole Simko front. ‘Towards the end of 
‘ovember trouble was reported near Saojbulagh, and he proceeded there with 400 
infantry, 350 cavalry and 3 and restored onder among the Mangur tribe who had 
boon mstless, The new Commanier-in-chief is « strict disciplinarian and rather feared 
by his men, A slight recurrence of trouble was reported among the ex-gendarm 
force resulting in the disbandment of 220 of them, as stated above, 
Majesty's consul at 
0 Urn i 
tion of Rowanduz, and were reported to be urging the Persian 
to oppose the return to Urmin of the American missionaries whom they 
of being the instigators of trouble between Moslems and Christians in that 


on the 


Ormia—Hi 


8. The Russian consul has sent an Ordubadi, named Abdul Khalil, to Urmin to 
ise Bolslievik propaganda ther; alsva Russian and his wife have gono thero to, 
the Centrusoyuz 
nissionary just returned from Urmia states that the situation 
refugee villages arw situated along the banks of three parallel 
ig into Lake Urmia—one called the Nazlu, to the north of Urmia, 
another called the Sh ng through Urmia, and the third, the Buranduz 
Chai to the south, ‘The thern stream are the best” presorvert and 
es, both Mosle niforts 
se along the norther ss near the 
town of U i he southern 
area is Seyi 8 di as kept inorder by: him while the Kurds wore in 
sceupation. ‘The Per ison is quartered in, the American. hospital! so 
outside the town about fively in the town, but unarmey 
officers are frequently to be and are on friendly terms with the Persian officials, 
¢ refugees already’ there are 
there froin Tabri if 
the Christians fro 
the Persian troops, 

10. Tabriz —The Russian consul has appointed 

-Bashi to attend to the claims of Russian subjects i 
complaints that the eases are not b properly tried, and this manwuvre would 
‘ppear to be the thin ds the recovery by the Russian consul of 
the right to interfere in cases in which Russian subjects aro involved, 

11, Three Russians arrived at Tabriz a few days ago, one of whom is called Raphail 
Lowity, and opened a Bolshevik trading establishment called “Gos-Vneshtorg.””‘Theit 
ear is being used’to carry Bolshevik mail to and from Julfa Rapliail Lowitz is now 
reported to have gone by ear to Maku to purchase grain for the troops ab Brzerum, 

2, The Centrosoyiis, under instructions from the Russian consul, aro wyine to 
form & local workers! society, to he called the “ Mestkom Sovrabotnikof (, Z, Persi,” 

nous the Armenian workmen of Tabriz—the blacksmiths, tailors, carpenters, &o,— 
members to receive 8 tomans each a month and to meet twice a week, 

18. Ardebil.—The following Persian troops left Ardebil for Tehran on the 2nd 

: their units — 


200 infantry of the “ Hamadan” regiment, 
163 infantry of the “ Aragh" regiment. 
200 cavalry of the “Sangin Aslaheh” regiment, 


rebant ay Russian 
‘Whore are 


force remaining at Ardebil as ee consists of 400 infantry of the znd. 


Tabriz regiment under Naib Sarhang Sadik Khan, 
The minor operations against the local Shahisevaus have been successfully concluded, 
lowing of the above reduction of the force, ‘These operations resulted in the death of 
{10708} ua 





one of the sons of Hazrat: Kuli, chi 
chief of the Fuludlu; and in the eapture of 
brought to Tabriz: as a prisoner, 


fiji Khojalu tribe; in the flight of Jawad, 
jaf Kuli, chief of the Alardlu, who will be 


Pranscaueasia, 

14, Baku-Alyat=Julfa Railrcay (single line)—Uhe Russians are now working to 
complete the coustruction of this railway, which will be of great strategie value to 
them, Tt will shorten the journey from Baku to Julfa by two days, and give an 
alternative rail route into Armenia which is less exposed to Turkish interference. ‘The 
earthworks ‘ind bridges of this line were completed previous to the outbreak of the 
Russian revolution in 1917, and all that has to be done is to repair the damage caused 
by weather during the past five years and to lay the ‘The economic value of the 
railway is also considerable, as Tt will carry the grain and food produce of Persian 
Azerbaijan, Maku and the Moghan Steppe direct to Baku, whence shipment to Russia 
can be effected rabriz within thirty-six hours’ reach of Baku 


as head 
tering all men between 17 


of the Chi 
‘and 40, 


Tehran, 


(6, Relations between M. Shuinyatsky and the Persian Gov have not. 
hoon resumed, ‘The former is making every effort ty increase the Minority (Opposition 
Party) in the Medjliss, which in nurnbe ity (Government 
supporters), and thereby bring about the r i 
of the Cabinet 

It ia reliably reported that M. 

liss in order to attain this objec 

17. A review ofall troops in.‘Tehran is to be held 

sity the Shah, who is now takin, 

18, Liiformation from a sou 

ket Bey, a politic ‘an Minister, introduced Tbral 
Effendi, the notorious Irak editor, to the Afghan Minist Latter, in course of con 
Yersation, expressed himself in favour of a * Union” being formed in Tehran for Persians, 
Arabs and Afghans. 4 ; 

This Union” to have ity own newspaper, ‘Che Afghan Minister asked Hilmi 
what the sobeme would cost, and then stated that fie would wire to Kabul for sanction, 
and asked Hilini meansvhile to start work on the plan at once. 

the War © 10 proceed 
shortly to Shiraz part of the 
4th (Ispahan) division, and thus assist in bringing th on up to strength, 

‘An Army Order was published on the 2nd January as follow 


labile stat 


“Tam taking to Shiraz » number of office 
ebran, Any desirous of accompanying me will please gi 


* Basuter-Diwan, Sartip, ‘ 
* Chief of Organisation at Shiraz." 


20, Sueret ordors have beon issued by the War Ministry to the  Peblevi’" regiment 
to bo ready to move at short notice to Resht. The Pehlovi regiment is now stationed 
in Tehran, and is the best infantry regiment in the Persian army. 

21, ‘he Kemalist Ambassador, Moheyeddin Pasha, arrived st Enzeli ou the 6th 
Jantiary, aid is expected at ‘Tehran on the 9t4 January. Sie aes he 

His arrival at Tehran will result in increased Kemalist activities in Persia, which 
have beon particularly dormant: during: the past few mouths, 

23, Mumtaz-ed-Dowleh, the late Persian Minister at Angora, arrived at Teliran on 
the oth January. 


Mazanderan. 

23, With reference to paragraph 13, intelligence summary No, 42, dated the 21st 
October, 1922, the War Minister has granted an amnesty to the rebel Amir Moyye 
who has been allowed to return to his home at Savatkoh, 


Ispahan. 
The Armenian Communist Party in Ispahan has inereased its uctivities of late 
under the we of the Russian cousul, M. Tardof, ‘The leader of tie party is a 
pool-teacher and former employee in the Russian Bank at: Ispaban, named Arshak 
Atayan. He is now the director of a new Armenian school opened in Julft (Ispahan) 
by M, Tardof aud subsidised by the Russian Legation, 
A committee of the Armenian Communist Party lias been organised, which conducts 
propaganda by means of meetings, publication of pamphlets, &c, 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Military Attaché, 
Tehran, January 7, 1922, 


[E 2466/2466/34) No. 34, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received March 6.) 


23. Confidential.) 
y Lord, Pehran, January 10, 1923, 
IN accordance with the i ions conveyed by your Lordship's circular of 
the 18th October, 1920, and with reference to my despatch No, 466 of tho 2ist July 
1, [have the honour to submit the following report on the heads of diplomatic 
missions at the Court of Persia :-— 


Afghanistan. 


dar Abdul Aziz Khan. 1s said to iave the rauk of Special Ambassador, 
In view of the rec nchided treaty between Great Britain and Afghanistan, 
Tealled on him on alin Teliran, in the same way as on other duly accredited 
envoys. 1 have se the two L 


ns regard him as a very stupid man. 1 have noticed nothing 

hat opinion. He is hand in glove with the Kemalist intriguers, who 

is Legation as a post office, 1 fancy that, his relations with the ‘Bolshioviks 

mie and that he frequently sees the German Chargé d’Affaires. So far as I can 

judge, Sardar Abdul Aziz Khan has no knowledge whatsoever of general inter 

tional polities, and few if any ideas in regard to the role and duties of a 
diplomatic envoy. 


France, 

M. Fernand Prévost isa 
a fow days after 1 did in December 1921, having travelled from Marseilles to Bombay 
on board the same ship. He is unmarried. Z 

M. Prévost’s hobby for some five and twenty yeirs past lias been the collection 
of Oriental and especially of Persian works of art, but I fear that the actual conditions 
‘of the country and the habits of the race whose genius produced the objects which 
he treasures and admires, haye fallen painfully short, on closer inenection, of the 
anienities and splendous, even though domowliat decaged which he had confidontly 
expected to find’ in the Persian capital, Indeed, life in Persia has been a bitter 
disillusion from which hie has not yet recovered. 

My personal relations with M. Prévost are excellent, and he has shown himself 
thoroughly friendly colleague. He is rather an old-fashioned type of French 
plomatist aud seems to have little sympathy for modern movements of political 

thought. He finds relations with the Persian Government very difficult, and does 
Hot appear desirous of possessing any special political infenco with them, Hig 
point of view in any political question is generally similar to that which one would 
expect in a leading article of the “ Temps," and his opinions in. general are of the 
strictly orthodox Frenich type. He sighs after the vivacious feminine society which 
he has found in other capitals, but is lacking in Tehran, and his favourite 


neh upoRmatsh de carridro. We reached ‘Tehran 
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reminiscences are of balls, supper parties, brilliant receptions, &e., which he 
attended in former days, 

M, Prévost’s last post was at The Hague, where he had the uncomfortable 
task, as Chargé d’ Affaires, of demanding from the Netherlands Government, under 
the direct instructions of M. Clemenceati as President of the Peace Conference and 
Without the option of consultation with his Allied colleagues, the surrender of the 
person of the ex-Emperor William to the Allied and Associated Powers, 

M, Prévost. did not attempt to conceal his pro-Turkish sympathies at the ti 
of the Kemalist victories, On questions of general international interest he is 
faithful mirror of the opinions of the Quai d/Orsay, but lie 1s always ready to discuss 
them in an uncontroversial spirit and ansious to’ know British views in regard to 
them, ‘Though his point of view is essentially French, he is, E think, a firm partisan 

lose Anglo-French understanding and co-operation. So far as his activities in 

country are concerned, I have observed no anti-British tendencies, and our 


United States of Anu 


Rabbi Joseph Saul Kornfeld arrived in ‘Tehran in April 1922, and presented 
tig letters of credence as United States Mini 

Mr, Kornfeld is certainly the most interesting personality of the Di 

He has taken a prominent part in the domestic polit 
United States, and it is credibly supposed that his appointment to a Legation 
abroud was the reward of services rendered to the Republican Party during the 
recent presidential election. He was offered the choice, he tells me, of quite a 
umber of missions, but chose Persia in the belie! that there was a task of real 
importance to be accomplished there, 1 hie still believes, but 1 think he feels 
that he hud underrated the difficulties which stand in the way of y 
cllective and. tangible results in Persia. He appears to me, however 
of unusual moral courage, and {am s he will not be lightly discouraged 
the task which he has taken in hand, whatever the disappointments he may 

oueounter, He is a firm believer in the civilising mission of his own country, but 
ho is not a watertight American, Although new to diplomatic duties, he has 
Gvidently: been’ a Keon student of international polities, and his views in regard to 
them, though they may not always command agreement, exact respect owing to 
their clarity and concision, and their palpably honest attempt at objectivity. He 
considers that the only true democracies among the Great Power reat Britain 

the United States, and once; in private conve he used a 

markable phrase—that the American people, if they were not an independent 

republic, could only exist asa British domnion 

Me, Kornfeld has literary gifts: he has written several books: he has read a 
great deal, and he relentlessly analyses what. he reads is keenly interested in 
education, sociology and public hygiene, 

My own relations with Mr. Kornfeld are of the most cordial and friendly nature. 
T appreciate his gifts, his frankness and his downright honesty of mind very highly : 
and I have the agreeable conviction that my confidence and esteem are wholly 
reciprocated on his part 

Mrs. Kornfeld, accompanied by an almost grown-up son and! two smaller 
children, joined her husband in Tehran in the autumn: a pleasant and dignified 
lady, wvith a considerable sense of humour 

Y eittirely maintain the good opinion which I formed of Mr. Kornfeld. He is 
not a man who will let go the task to which he has set his hand, but I fear he is 
bitterly disillusioned with the Persians. Neither he nor his wife care abont any of 
their foreign colleagues escept the British 


Italy, 

M. Galanti, Chargé d’ Affair and intelligent colleagne 
well-mannered, quiet and reserved rk to do, but takes a 
interest in polities, and on the few occasions when matters of mutual interest have 
heen discussed by the heads of Allied missions, his observations have been sensible 
and belptul. 

MM. Galanti has recently applied to the Persian Government for the agrément 
of the Marchese Durini as Italian Minister and expects to return home when the 
Minister arrives. 


Germany. 


some Bue is nner, Changé dA na myself inthe same position 
towards this preset ive as iny predecessor (see Mr, Norman's despatel [o; 22: 
ofthe ist January, 1921). } ; ee 

T think, however, that M. Sommer’s activities have con: y_ increased, 
patenlanly ‘in the dire! ial expansion in Persia through 
Russia, and in seeking to re-establish the German school in Tehran, I am not ‘at 
all sure that he is as harmless as he appears, and have reason to believe that. he js 
in constant communication with the Russian and Afghan representatives and with 
the Kemalist Committee in Tehran. 

Since writing last year's report I haye spoken once or twice with Mf. Sommer 
and found him agreeable, extremely well informed in matters of local interest, and 
anxious to be friendly. My impression is that he does not enjoy associating’ with 
Bolshevik, Kemalist and Afghan, but having been connected ‘with the German 
Legation in all its war activities, it is difficult for him to break away: nor, indeed, 
would he be welcomed in the Allied Legations owing to feelings, scarcely inabated 
which have erected a social harrier difficult to overcome. , 

Schulenburg, has heen appointed, and his 
arrival, shortly expected, will release M, Somnier and enable him to return to 
Germany, which he has not seen for ten years, 


Turkey, 
a. Nuahet Bey, Chargé d’Affaires. As a state of war between Great Britain and 
Turkey still existed on my arrival, I have exchanged no visits with Nuzhet. Bey. 
e official reception he presented himself, and since then we have exchanged 
ings. He left a card on the oceasion of the King’s bitthdi d 1 

umned the civility: 

he Government of the Grand National Assembly of Angora has, appointed 
Mohi-ed-Din. Pasha as Turkish Ambassador at Tehran, jn. which Cana tte 


Persian Government has granted his agrément, He is expected to reach ‘Tehran in 
afew da: 


Soviet Russia 

Since the departure of M. Rothstein in May 1922, this Legation has been 
directed hy M. Shumyatsky. As this official has taken’ no steps to. make my 
acquaintance, [am unable to expres and opinion in regard to his 


capacities or attainments, He appea judging from his performances 
to beachiney fellow B bie SSS: 


Belgium 


M. de Raymond (see 1922 report) left Tehran in October on leave of absence, 


but his returi is considered unlikely. M, Polain in. the Belgian 
Diplomatic Service, accompanied by his wife, arrived in September and took charge 
of the Belgian Legation after M. de Raymond's departure. M, Polain came to 
‘Tehran direct from Bangkok: before hia appointment to Siam he had served in 
Tokyo. He appears to be friendly and well disposed, and. professes a special 
ifection for Great Britain 


Armenian Soviet Republic, 


This Legation was closed by the Russian Chargé d’Affaires in October 1922, 

M. Léon Sarkisian (see 1922 report) returned jiome; his secretary, 

Arakelian, has been attached to the Russian Soviet Legation, ‘This measure 
sumably a prelude to the definite absorption of the Armenian and other 
an Republics into the Russian Soviet Republic of Moscow. 


Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE 








[B 2468/2468 /34; 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston —(Receiced March 6.) 


(No. 27.) 
Mand, Tehran, January 14, 1923- 
* THTAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying copy of 

despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at Meshed in regard to the visit to th 
City of the two Shiah divines from Inak who formed the subject of your Lordship’s 
dlespateh No, 478 of the 17th November Iistand of previous correspondence, 
In the first. week of October T had, as stated telegram No, 308 of the Ou 
October, suggested to the Prime Minister the desirability of encouraging these 
tivo divines t0 make a pilgrimage to Meshed, and his Highniess apparently acted on 
the proposal, My object, of course, was principally to get them away from Tebrath 
Where their presence was a source of extreme incongenience and annovance, the 
nature of which was fully explained in my despatch No. 633 of the 16th October 
Sir P, Cox did not feel able at the time to readmit them to Trak and it therefore 
seemed preferable to move them further afield * fe 
As your Lordship wil observe from Colonel Prideaux’s report, the device served 
its punpose tolerably well and the way in which the matter was handled reflects 
considerable eredit on Colonel Prideats, on the, Gi eneral of Khorasan 
‘and on the Meshed police authorit am-es-Sultaneh had an unpleasant. pro- 
Gorman record during the war, and T do. not imagine that the Persian Government 
hen sending him to Khe 11921, expected or intended the appointment to be 
Aanagreeable one for His Majesty's Legation. He has, however, been. quite 1 satis 
factory Governor-General. from our point of view, for he has maintained order and 
hits opposed Bolshevik agitations and propaganda. He has now been recalled, much 
to the rogret of Colonel Prideaus, mainly on aevount of disagreement between 
Himself and the Amir Tashkar commanding the Khorass on, and he 
reached Tehran a few days ago. Nizam-es.Sultaneh called on me ely after 
nendable record and attitude at Meshed, 
m raking up the ashes of the past 
ail support which he had 


On hearing in the middle of December that one of the divines had returned to 


A infe f 's High Commissioner 
Tehran, T enquired, for my own information, of F esty’s High ( sioner 

Bagdad whether he had yet been able to fix an approximate date for permitting 
thei return to T Sir P. Cox replied that he was recommending to the Trak 
Government their readmission, subject to certain guarantees, but that the matter was 
not yet settled. Excellency further enquired whether I could nnobjectionably 
‘ask the Persiat ment, when the time came, them 
wot to medile again in Trak politics, and to hal me 

Tn reply T have suggested that it would be prefer: the Sh 
divines tolreturn,. They lave now relapsed into oblivion, arid woutd ch eagerly 
At an opportunity to get into the limelight again, and this would ocenr if they had 
Change af saying that they declined to return unless implored to do so, Tn my 
opinion, ther t would bo better to avait a request for permission for them to 
retumn, in which ease our position would be strnnger for, dlessandn rantees and 
for pressing the Persian Government to issue the desired injunction. , 

q ‘am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's High Commissioner at 
Baudad and to tlie Majesty's constl-general at Meshed 
i Thave, & 

PERCY LORAL 
Enclosure in No. 35 

Consil-General Prideaux to Sir P. Loraine. 


Meshed, December 26, 1922, 
‘ B i following re of the tw 

T HAVE the honour to submit the following report on the visit of the ¢ 
antiBritish Mesopotamian mojteheds, Sheikh Muhammad Sadraud-Din aud Sniyid 
Mubammad-el-Khalisi, who left ‘Tehran on the 12th October ostensibly 


‘on pilgrimage to Meshed. 


‘The first news of the approaching visit was received by the Governor-General on 
the 14th October in a telegram from the Prime Minister, who instructed Nizam-es- 
Sultaneh to arrange a good reception for them, 

His Highness informed me at once, and I expressed both to him and later to 
Amir Lashkar as well as the Karguzar my hope that the event would not be allowed 
to produce incidents which might adversely affect the cordial relations existing 
between the consulate and themselves, 

All these officials heartily reciprocated my wishes, and in due course 
1 was informed that the chief of police and the chief priest of Meshed, Aghazadeh 
(Hadji Muhammad A. ich), would do all in their power to prevent such 
tunseemly demonstrations against Great Britain, as our illwishers obviously were 
hoping for. 

Sheikh Muhammad Sadr arrived on the 25th October and Saiyid Muhammad 
Khalisi on the Ist November, the latter having separated from’ his companion 
at Sabzavar, The former is still in Meshed, but the Saiyid left on the 12th 
November for Tehran. ‘Their separation at Sabzavar is said to have been due 
to personal jealousy and a dispute on the question of precedence. 

Tt seems noteworthy that on their journey through towns like Shahrud, Sabzavar 
and Nishapur no public receptions were given to them 

In view of the orders from Teliran the Governor-General could not prevent an 
“ istikbal,’’ or public reception, being given the divines outside this city, but 
the delivery of formal speeches was prohibited. The organisation of the receptions 
was in the hands of Mirza Muhammad Malikeadeh, the Director of Education and 
Endowments in Khorasan, and bands of students from all the Mahommedan schools 
formed a leading feature of both occasions, 

‘The mischievous and revolutionary elements of the city naturally attended in 
full force, and their favourite cry was ‘ Denth to the English |” 

On the first occasion the police did their best to prevent this, but as the crowd 
numbered at least 10,000 they were not sulliciently numerous to overawe the 
demonstrators, 

On. the second occasion the police were reinforced by 100 troops, and the 
proceedings were quieter, though the second visitor is by far the greater firebrand 
and doubtless hoped for a more full-blooded reception. 

A number of the reception leaders, who intended to present an address to 
Khalisi, in defiance of the prohibition, were shut up in. a saraion the route under a 
police guard until the processio passed 

On the 26th October the “Fikri-Azad” in a supplement issued a copy of the 
congratulatory: address which wa ave been presented to Sheikh, Muhammad 

adr on his arrival by the Union of Workers, ‘The distribution of eopies in Meshed 
was prevented by the police, but copies were posted to out-stations, The address 
opened with congratulatory remarks on the mujtehed’s safe arrival in the holy. city 
of Meshed, and then went on to recount the indignities suffered by him and the 
troubles and sorrows endured by the faithful at the hands of the enemies of Islam 

nd the interlopers of Mesopotamia, It concluded with “Long live Islam and 
its preachers! Death and destruction to the enemies of Islam! Long live the 
workmen cl y 

Daring his stay in Meshed arrangements, set in motion by the anti-British 
clement, for Khalisi to deliver an address from the nimbar of the Shrine, were 
frustrated at the in eneral by the chief of police, who, on 
receiving the report, on the 7th November, that the ceremony was to take. placo, 
promptly. vi Aghazadeh and succeeded in prevailing upon him to; dissuade 
Khalisi trom fulfilling his engagement. It was announced that the mujtehed had 
been taken ill, and on receipt of this news the assembly dispersed, A speech 
prepared by Mirza Muhammad Malikzadeh was also to have been read on this 
‘ocasion from the nimbar after Khalisi had delivered his address. 

On the 11th November the Saiyid granted an interview to the ‘ Contributor 
of the “Fikr-i-Azad,"’ an account of which appeared in the issue of the 16th 
November. A translation of it was forwarded to you with my despatch No, ‘T 42 
of the 28th November, 1922. As was to be expected, it was violently anti-Br 
tone, 

Prior to his departure, the Saiyid also arranged with the editor of the above 
paper to publish an Arabic poem of his own composition. 1,000 copies were printed 
for issue asa supplement to the “Fikr-i-Azad” of the 13th November, but they 

ed and confiscated, under written orders by the Governor-General, by the 


{no7os) ‘ 
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police. ‘The poem began with an invocation to Imam Riza to hear his complaint. 
‘After referring to his sorrow at being parted from his relatives, and to the grief 
of his father, mother, son and wife, at being separated from him, he goes on to sa 

that the sacred tombs of the relations of the Prophet are being trodden under foot by 
non-believers, and the sacred countries of Islam are become the playground of 
infidels, He then asks: “ Where is thy wrath, which brought the Crown and 
‘Throne of Nicolas of Russia to the dust and blotted his family from the face of 
the earth, so that not one of them remains? ‘The Russians have received punish- 
ment for their crime (the bombardment of the Shrine), Why have the British, who 


affai isi 7 miles out of Meshed on 
his back to Turkestan to lecture and 
experi 
aiyid Muhammad Khalisi in educated 
bund Sheikh Muham 
Sadr-nd-Din, who is still here and living quite quietly all the time, is held in higher 
estimation as a man of religion and education. 
Until Khalisi's departure both mujteheds were the guests of 
so that they might be kept under better control. Sheilkh Mu 


is now staying with his maternal uncle, Ag] ‘ 10 


ghazadeh himself 


'F. B. PRIDEAUX, 
Tieutenant-Colon 


[m 1992/1992/334) 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Received February 16.) 


(No, 80.) 
My Lord, January 15, 1923. 

IN Accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch No. 360 
of the Bnd September, 1922, 1 informed the Yoneral of Customs that the 
{question of the customs privileges of members of His Majesty's Legation was go 
not by the principle of reciprocity, but by the terms of the Treaty of Turkomane! 
communicated to him the substance of the remainder of the despatch, omitting, 
however, all mention of Dr. Neligan, at the latter's earnest request. Tt seemed better, 
indeed, not to-raise the question of Dr, Neligan’s privilege unless necassity arose, 

Thave the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of M. Molitor’s 
reply and of its enclosure, and also of the draft note which L propose to address to the 
Pride Minister in view of the Persian Government's allogation that the matter isto 
longer govertied by the Treaty of Turkomanchai, because the latter has been annulled. 
Tahould be grateful if your Lordship would be so good as to inform me by telegraph 
shether this draft meets with your approval. 

Your Lordship will observe that the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in the enclosure 
to M. Molitor's letter, points out that, in any case, the Treaty of Turkomanchai does not 
grant exemption alwolutely. Tt is indeed a fit that the second paragraph of urtcle 6 
provides that Persia shill enjoy reciprocal treatment. in this matter, Tam unaware 
Arether such treatment is actually enjoyed by all the members of the Persian Legation 
in London, and, in view of the first paragraph of your Lordship’s despatch, there seems 
to be some doubt regarding their right to it, [ have therefore omitted all mention of 
the question of reciprocity in the draft note, 

his is the socond direct attempt by the Persian Government’ to establish the 
abrogation of the ‘Treaty of Turkomanchai by the Russo-Persian ‘Treaty of 1921 as, a 
base of attack on capitulatory rights. Inthe discussions for the revision of the 
ceremonial of the reception of diplomatic representatives all my colleagues representing 
States which enjoy such rights joined me in. successfully resisting the attempt of the 
Porsian Government to base the revision of the ceremonial on the lapse of the Treaty 
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of Turkomanchai, and the continuance of their co-operation i irecti 

‘ i, ntinuat \eir co-operation in this direction would be o 
considerable assistance, [ therefore beg leave to. sh fe ea Orel 
States, Belgian and Italian Goveraments mi 

to continue he resistance to any preleion ly 


the Persian Govern: our 
rights under the ‘Treaty of Turkomanchai can be a RUE C Ree 


abrogated without our consent. 
Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 86, 


AL. Molitor to Mr, Monson, 


Cher Mr. Monsc éhé é 

= if héran, le 21 décembre 1922, 
_ DRS la réception do votre lettre dw 20 oxtabre dernisr relative. exomption de 
divits de douane sur les marchandises destinéex usage des membres du personnel de 
Ia Légation, s la. question au Ministre des Finances, 


Te. regei épartement la réponse cijointe contenant, les vues du Ministire 


Affaires: dtraugbres, qui, comme vous le lirez, estime que la question ne 

EOP Eee e lines, estime que In question ne peut plus Gtre 
6. 
H conviendrait done, selon Tavis émis par le Département des Afthi 


aité de Turkinantehai, attendu quo ce traité est 


9 dtrangdres, 

la question de commun a xd, mais, en 

i tions du rdglement légal dex douanes, 
ln matibr 

: te these, je vous saurais ged de soumettre 

ment, par Voutremise duquel les ‘instructions officiolles: ine 


Si yous ne jugie 
yaments ait Gouy 
parviendront, 


Veuillez agréor, éo, 
A, MOLITOR. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 86, 


Ministry of Pinance to Director-General of Customs. 


EN possession de notre lettre concernant len déclarations du conseiller «de. ta 
Uégatinn’ britanaique uu aujel dé la libs iniportaton: des by PeEaaitete 
fonctionnaites étrangers, Ie Mliv Binances nous transmet eisjoint copie de In 
Jette duu Départemoint des Af gives auguel il s'tait néfiérd a eo sujet. 

sone! AMmiisteation est invités A répondiw anit consiller dans To gen de corte 


Téhiéran, le 20 Chause 1801. Pee UCU 


Ministry for Foreign Affairs to Ministry of Finance, 


Le Département des Af 


Bae ss dtrangbres dit avoir pris connaissance de la lettre du 


rab dies Finances conceriant le rapport de Administration des, Douanes at su) 
x vi A ration d es sujet 
ibe importation des objets appurtenant aux fonctionnaites des Paissanoos ‘slo 
exublldgpendamment du fait que Vartiele 6 du Traité do Turkmantohat n'ageordo, pas 
‘exemption absolue, on no saurait nullement se baser sur Ie tonour de ce traité, qui vat 
oe Dis lors ily low do prendre dos mesures réeiproquss en Tossurrence, Aussi 
longtemps qu'une décision n'est pas intervenu le Département trvuve que les disposition: 
du reglement Jégal peuvent uniquement faite foi X ce sujet. : iil 


ENTEZAM-OL-MOLK, 


£10708) 
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Enclosure 3 in No. $6. 


Sir P. Loraine to Kawam-es-Sultaneh. 


i i] 123. 
M. le Président du Conseil, Tehran, January 15, 192: 
“| HAVE the honour to draw your Highness’s earnest attention’ to the 
following — 


It e uvident recently that it was desirable to make clear the claim of 
Messrs. Hoenn Bishop aud Gamble, clerical assistants to His Britannic Majesty's 
Legation, to the’ privilege of exemption from payment of customs duties on goods 
imported for their personal use, ‘The necessity for raising this question arises from the 
fact that the eustoms regulations, which were no doubt originally drawn up at a time 
when the posts now oceupied in the Legation by these gentlemen did not exist, define 
the staff of the Legation as consisting of ‘counsellor, secretaries, dragomans and 

uudent-dragomans.” 
deter Cauuity. of the Director-General of Customs in the matter, I therefore 
reformed to His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affsrs for instructions, 
Marquess Curzon of Kedleston replied that this question is governed by the terms of 
tho ‘Treaty of Turkmauchai, by article 6 of which exemption is wooomded to “tes 
ormployds de la mission,” and that the gentlemen in question are included under this 
fing and should therefore receive this exemption. iets 
Li cea reply to M Molitor, who submitted it to the Ministry of 
Finanoo and reosived insteuctions to reply that the question was no longer governed by 
the ‘Treaty of Turkmanchai because that treaty had beon annulled, and to suggest 
that it should therefore bo settled by a fresh agreemer AB ot 

In view of tho very serious question raiped by this reply, I Sud it necosary to 
draw your Highness’s aftention to the correspondence exchanged between my predecessor 
and the Acting Minister for Poreign Affairs at the time of the negotiations fora treaty 
between Persia and the Soviet Government, of Russia, By note dated. the 
28rd December, 1920, Mr. Norman wi ellency \ tially 
that the rights and interests of His Britannic Majesty's Govern: | ote 
exposed to infringement by any negotiations conducted by the Persian orarnineat 
with the Russian Soviet or other Governments, His Excellency replied on the 
rd March, 1921, that “ whatever nogotiations may be, conducted with the Sovi 
Government of Russia will not intorfere with the foundation of the relations between 
our respective Governments,” : Bete 

Testify Govacruont cannot admit the abrogation, by an act to whieh they 

are not n party, of the rights which have for so ong stood as the basis of the rel 
between Persia’ and Great, Britain, which were solemnly confirmed by the assurance 
quoted above, and which have been, if anything, further eouseerated by the addition of 
to more years to their age since tho date of that assurance. I am therefore totally 
uinuble to accept the argument whieh M. Molitor has been instructed to advance, apd 
should be glad to receive from your Highness an assurance that the Imperial 
Government do not now contemplate taking’ up an attitude fraught with such dangerous 
enna to the particular point at issue, viz» the privileges oP the registrar 
and other clerical aoistants of tho Legation, L teust that, your Highness, will admit , 
the obvious justi of Lord Curzon's interprotation of the treaty, and will therefor 
bo good encoyh to cause the necessary instructions to he issue to the Customs 
Department. fecithe 

PERCY LORAINE. 
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[B 1864/77/34) No. 37. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston —(Received February 15 


(No. 31. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 10, 1928 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despaich 
to His Majesty's consular officers at Bushire, Shiraz and Ahwaz, dated the 10th 
January, 1923, on the subject of the Persian War Minister and British policy in 
Southern Persia 

T have, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


nclosure in No. 37. 


Sir P. Loraine to His Majes 
(Confidential.) 
Sir 


W's Consular Officers at Bushire, Shiraz and Ahwaz 


- . Tehran, January 10, 1923. 
_ THE recent visit to the south of the Minister for War appears to haye created 
ssion in the minds of His Majesty's consular officers in, that region that his 
is anti-Bri Colour has been lent to that, belief by the arrest. at 
, on the ground of personal discourtesy towards Sardar Sepali, of Allah 
Karam, son of Haidar Khan of Hayat Daoud, a chieftain who for many yenrs has 
had close i h the British authorities, and rendered notable 
A to the Allied cause during the war, ‘The enclosed despatch from Hix 
Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan is another illustration of the impression to 
which T refer.* 
rds the Allah Karam incident, Sardar Sepah has given me explanations 
n which are sitisfactory if, as T beliove, they are genuine, He has, 
undertaken to release Allah Karam, to give him rank ir 
and to present him with a robe of honour, this putting a definite end to the incident 
My jndement of his Excellenoy will, of conrse, be guided hy his 
wwe and not by his promises in all Oriental 
countries, oral undertakiniys are h acts must, 
however, be borne in mind, 
‘The lamentations. of 


dar Zaffer, recorded in Mp. Crow's despatch, must 
vidently bo taken with 


pinch of salt: he paints the nsnal picture of disaste 
iby Bakhtiari, a1 


interest s Temation. acting unden the 
supervision of and in close communication with the Secretary of State in regard to 
the true nature and requirements of those interests, has probably been more accurate 
in the past than that of any Persian politician or tribal leader, and will, T trust, 
‘continne to be so 
‘The real point, however, is to ‘ain what ane actually the motives and 
intentions of Sardar Sepah and to indge whether their realisation is likely to he 
beneficial to British interests as a whole or otherwise, Tn this connection T commend 
to your attention the following passage of n desnatch which T addressed to the 
Marauess Curzon on the 4th September last. and T may add that his Lordship has 
since replied pledaing his entire support to the policy outlined therein 
* Although British representatives in the sonth of Persia and important 
British economic interests are very naturally angions if anything apnears to 
threaten the serenity of the local factors on which the latter's activities are 
dependent, it must, T think be perpetnally borne iid that: Tehran is the 
nitimate criterion of ovr relations with Persia, and that the cohesion of the 
Persian Empire as a whole is far more vitally important to British interests 
generally and in the long ron than the local supremacy. of any one of our 
particular protéaés, 3 
“There is. ho nother asnect of this question to which T bec leave to 
draw your T. arnist consideration. Since the crushing of the Simko 
rebellion, it docs appear that Sardar Senah’s plan of gradnally bringing the 
whole conntry under the direct control of the Persian national’ army has a 
* Not printed, 





Gistinct. chance of suecess; indeed, T regard it as not impossible that the task 
will be completed within the next twelve or eighteen months, Sardar Sepali, in 
spite of several set-back depleted treasury, in spite of a weak and 
corrupt, civil administration, in spite of political intrigues, is actually 
succeeding in the taskewhi sh military advisers would in other eircum- 
stances have assumed. With the exception of the South Persia Rifles the 
Persian army of to-day is a better and more efficient force than any that Persia 
has possessed for many years, and probably since the days of Nadir Shah. 
Discipline and training have improved enormously, and, though equipment and 
armament are still poor and somewhat primitive, the spirit of the troops seems 
yood, and the prestige of the army, and Sardar Sepah’s own reputation as 
Chief and organiser, have been enorniously enhanced by the successtul campaign: 
which have heen waged in Khorassan, Gilan, Azerbaijan and Luristan, One 
vould hardly imagine a country less disposed than Persia to the growth of a 
military: spirit, bat we are already in the presence of the apparition of that 
spirit, Tortified by the fact that the army is a purely Persian force, unaided by 
foreign advisers or instructors. ‘The whole fabric, of centres round 
Reza Khan, and if his personality were suddenly: removed it would probably 
collapse, res in the path towards military he y 
which he aspires, hut to jndge trom his px sand from the h 
subservience of the Persiar wy dominating personality, there is 
particular reason why these should’ not be evaded or removed, and the 
military hogemony become an accomplished fi be that Reza Khan 
will be unable to complete his task without a stand-up strugale with some of the 
ore important tribes, and especially the Bakhtiari, but T am inclined to think 
that, barring unforeseen. ciroumstanices, the would emerge 
victorious from the struggle, T have discussed the tribal question in a friendly 
manner with Reza Khan, and he quite realises that the best. policy is, rather 

n antagonise those ie organisations, gradhally to bring them into the 

y and so into line with his own poliey: whether he has the patience and 
skill to accomplish this result remains to be seen: 

“ Atallevents T see no inherent reason why the bold and adventurous plan 
of Reza Khan should not suceeed, and the possibility of its doing so is;one which 
We mast take seriously into account, for in many respects it would radically 
‘Alter the position which we haye known in T it many years past 
‘nd: to suit which our policy has necessarily heen framed, 

“TL think: it is axiomatic that it would be much more convenient to us from 
every point of view to have to deal with a strong central authority, provided we 
were sonably satisfied as regards its chances of stability, Such a state of 
fairs would ‘necessarily involve a loosening of our relations with local 
chieftains, &e., and we should lay ontselyes oven. to the a 
were brought under the thumb of Tehran. of havi 
Suich a situation would soon readinst itself if the central ré 
And vigorois, bit that is precisely the contingeney with whi 
yeokon in-a country like Persia: and suppose the central ré 
Happened so often inthe previons history of the country, we should not find it so 

ay to resume one local friendshi lations. Tt. is, of course, never very 
satisfactory. to discuss hypothetien! situations, but i crave your Lordship's 

for explaining certain eventualities wh ce as possible, Tn 
my opinion, we must go yery carefully for the nd be 
Non-partisin as possible: we must not abandon ou frien 
{nustatiomnt the delicate task of preparing the eronnd so as not to fall between 
Hwa stants shonld anv sich radical chanoe ax Thaye suggested come abont in the 
Poreion situation: and we must gradually shape our conrse of action more 
Anfinitely ae cinmmstances develo} 


‘Thore can be little doubt, that the aim of Sardar Sepah is era 

iribal organisations in Persia under the complete control—military, 
Administrative—of the Central Government. Tk is evident that the Bakhtia 

the arent sonthern tribes are the most formidable obstacle and the most likely 

of resistance to this policy, and it will be recogni i Ww stiident of 
Persian traditions and affairs that playing off inter-tribal rivalei jealousies 
one against the other should characterise the execution of the policy. Tt is equally 
lear that the tribal leaders feel themselves threatened by this policy both in their 
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qnasi-independent position aud authority —maybe also in their pockets—and 
will naturally turn to the British representative Rune ales eae Me ed 
Fepresentatives, owing to past events and traditions, to the support whveh in inany 
cases they hive received from the tribal leaders in the protection of British interests 
and to the sympathy which is the outcome of propinquity, of mutual tinde i 
and of a certain community of interests, are naturally disposed to give thei 
which, from a local point of view is quite justifiable, urely logy 
however, often obscure the larger issue, and thence, no doubt, arises the impression 
pals motives are anti-British iy 
Udo not share this view. Sardar Sepah is against petty potentates, and his 
to consolidate a into one unified whole under the direct control of the 


he evolution through: whi 
hrongh which all countries pass 
te develops and the Central trength 


, moreoye: i 


proportion 
and organisation 
by 
communications and the reorganisation wh 
auvisers: Tn fact, the task which Sardar Sepah is secking to carry oat, though with 
Hously inferior resources, is practically the same as that which would hive 
wt a {be Baits advisers had the Anglo-Persan Convention of 1019 Ine 
it be our policy to support tribal Teadens in resistance to the Central Gove 
tient, Sirdar Sepah will certainly beconie anticBeitih rete ae Ma ake 
indeed, during the past year hig attitude towards myself and other ollie 
Aion Who lide oceasio’ to, see hin has been consistently sily 
friendly. 1 do not maintain that he is pro-British in the sense in whieh Unit 
expression has been commonly used and understood in the past, Le isi Natiouulia 
tHough of a more level-headed and less chanvinistic type than the ‘Tehran politica 
and is essentially: pro-Persian. Some allowance must bo made for tile Yecesety 
which all prominent Persians find themselves in present cincumnstancesat uaintainiie 
an outwardly even balance as between British and Russians, though Ladinit that dice 
affected impartiality has been used by sonie as a cloak. tor both anglophybia and 
xenophobia. T have warned Sardar Sepali quite frankly that, although 1 do. not 
nfere in domestic Persian affairs, although 1 leave the Persian Government th 
re responsibility for their management, 1am nevertheless able to sive lim bette 
information interest e than he ean wet elsewhere about local 
conditions a especially in the south, that Peaunot remain alt 
indiff gs are being seriously nd shall cer 
Him if anglophil Persians are persecuted merely because they ave ate 
One other point T desire to impress on you, and that is the: f 
is thea atively stable olen 


improvement. of 
ing undertaken hy the Ameri 


faent in tho general sittin hero and that 

nly be the prelude: to. the spread oferta 

Hi are hostile to the British: Empire and to enendachanente et 
fe capable of raising the whole Persian question atre 


aire ane being sent. to Itis Majesty's 


ry of State for Borel sand to His Majesty's consul-ae 


at Tspahan, 
Tam, & 
PERCY LORAINE, 





E 1896/77/34] No, 38. 


Sir Pi Loraine t0 the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received February | 


) 


Wehiran, Rebruary 15, 1923, 


of the Interior; Mustaufiul-Mamalek, 
eMule. afi Mamalek, 


Minister of Foreign Affuirs, Zola 
Posts aiid Telegraphs uid Minister of Publie Works, undecided, 
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(E 1964/77/34} No. 39. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


Foreign Ofice, February 21, 1923, 

I HAVE read with interest the terms of the despatch addressed by you on the 

10th January to His Majesty's consular officers in Southern Persia (which formed the 

enclosure in your confidential despatch No. 31 of the 10th January), and I approve 
the general instructions contained therein, ate 
am, &e. 


CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 





[EB 1875/1875 /34) No. 40. 
Tho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

‘No. 85.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 21, 1923. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 7 of the Srd January, and entirely approve 
the judicious instructions which you issved to all His Majesty's consular officers in 
Persia, directing them to avoid any interference in the forthcoming parliamentary 
elections, 

Tam, &. 
GURZON OF KEDLESTON. 





|B 2134/207/34) No. 41 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received February 23.) 
No, 62, Confidential, 
iQ hoe Tehran, February 
in personal confidence that bis one purpose 
to endow Persia with w railway, He 
nd Western civilisation is vital if Persia is not to 


(Weloyeaphic,) R 
BRESTDEN' of the Council tell 
in assuming thankless task of Government 


realises coiitact with outer world 
yo under. a 
SP tele toshtieall NAlwetayutreycadcention to. Parca Railway Syndicate, but he 
says he cannot in present.cireninstarices got that. accepted because of- 


1, Tntractable spirit of Majlis 
2, Popular fear of British penetration, 
8, Fear of Russian connter-domand, 


T anid that this boiled down to No. 2. : 

If Persian Government really fired political penetration (which, a8 & matter of 
fact, was an absurd apprehension), would they regard American participat 
adequate guarantee against it, for I holieved syndicate would accept. tha 
considerable. discussion, his Highness said he thought nothing could be done with 
present Majlis, but he would sound it privately himself’ to. se 
American company would be uecepted. If not, he would suspend the whole project 
until now Majlis met, probably in late autumn, 





[ B 2196/826/34) No. 42, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—{Heccived February 23.) 
(ibs) 
( Telegraphic.) 
ALY telogramn No 92. : Sees: 4 
Prime Minister tells me that Russians have requested reversion to 1908 tari for 


three months to perwit resumption of commercial negotiations at Tehran. During that 
period Persian goods enterinie Russia will enjoy lower tariff than that now enforced, 


Tehran, February 28, 1923. 
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T told him that we did not wish to hinder Persia from making most favourable 
terms she could obtain for restoration of commercial exchanges with Russia, but that 
differential tariff in north and south injured our trade, and gave us tight to revert also 
to 1903 tarif, and our patience had already been severely tried. I added that His 
Majesty's Government could not participate in triangular negotiations, and would need 
to be Kept informea of course of Itusso-Persian negotiations here, 

Ho promised I should be kept informed, and I undertook therefore to. recommond 
you to acquiesce in proposed arrangonient for three wonths, reserving right, however, 
to most-favoured-nation treatment if Russi d tariff concession, and to revert, 
{0 1008 tariff nexotiations fall and 1920 tari! wero not thereupon reimposed against 

ussia, 

If you approve, I will enter reservations officially in writing, 

If proposed negotiations are begun Ishall be soverely handicapped by absence of 
any British expert to advise me on technical tariff questions, 





(2154/77/34) No. 43, 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received Mebruary 241) 


(No, 55,) 
(Delegraphic,) Tehran, February 

NEW Prime 3 cognisi es of the situation her fare yiaaite mands 
press and Majlis, is most anxious to remedy them, to improve relations with us and. to 
feel he eujoys the sympathy of His Majesty's Government, but hv soos that matters 

6 gone vary far, and he is uot confident of sucoose 

T told him that the danger for Persia was not that Great Britain was too much 

sted in this country, but that she might ¢ Herself altogether, 

His sincerity is obvious, his ability to withstand forecs of ignorance, prej 
propaganda islessso, Also Minister's parliamentary majority is very smnull,, Nevertheless, 
his Government marks a staye in evolution towards Batah i 





[E 2166/75/34) No, 44 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received Rebruary 24.) 


(No, 66.) 
(Telegeaphic.) 

MY telegram No. 41, 

High Commissioner ab Bagdad suggests, with 
the 22nd Decomber, that, as Trak had abandoned control, [ should make direct ofler to 
Persian Government regarding Kerind-Kuraitu line, 

Persian Government have completed their construction to Kas-i-Shirin, and it 
‘ppkars that Indo-European Telegraph Department do not dexity aftr all wo exorcise 
their right to take over Tohran-Khanikin line, Tt could be argued that His Majesty's 
Covernment are owners of Jine from Hamadan to Kuraitu, but, as Irak skeloton staffs 
have been withdrawn, Persian Government now have nine points of the law. 1 aim 
therefore in favour of making virtue of necessity, and of formally handing over to 
Persian Government control of line which we recoustructed: without prejudice. to claim 
for our expenditure, which could be discussed later. 

__ If His Majesty's ¢ te decidls to maintain that claim, 
European Telegraph Company thinks it would’ be advisable to take of « percontage of 
capital cost as rent for use of line during British Irak occupation as in the case 
of central Persian line, I concur in thi 


Please instruct me as soon as possible, 


Telwan, Rebruary 28, 1428, 


nee to my telegram No, 462 of 


ireotor of Indo- 
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[ 2305/207/34) No, 45. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received March 1.) 


(No. 61.) 
(Telegraphic) 

MY telegram No. 52 

After consultation with Tehran representative of Persian Railway Syndicate I have 
acquainted my United States colleague with purport of my conversation with Pi 
Minister, He will tolegraph confidentially to Wasivington and usk State Departn 
to sound discreetly good American railway enterorises likely to be interested 

1 oxpressed strong personal view that line from Trak frontier was proper one 
Persia to construct first, and most likely one to become remu He has asked f 
Summary of my reasons in writing. I presume there is no objection to my eomplyi 


chran, Rebruary 28, 1 





[E 2805/207/24) No. 46. 
‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
No 
(si raphic,) Foreign Office, March 5, 1923, 
‘OUR telegram No. 61 of 28th February ; Railways. a. 

Tapprove your action and eoncur in your view as fo alignment. From debate 
House ot Commons on Ist March, report of which is being sent. by: ir mail, you. 
however, seo thut future of Irak Railway systom is uncertain. [is therefore inadvisable 
to make uny written statement as suggested. 





[B 2610/826/34) No. 47. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received March 7.) 


(No. 65. 
(elegraphic,) 
ALY tolegram No. 54 
Note reesived from Persia Government to the eff 
Proven sonclsion of ution vith Rusia regarding tails, shat tho old (6, 1903 
will be applied itil the end of May, and that meanwhile new tacit? will be 
d here on which British and Russian’ views will be invited. 





[™ 1992/1992/334) 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 


No, 48. 


(No. 101.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 8, 1923 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 80 of the 15th January last respecting the 
question of the customs privileges to be claimed from the Persian Government for 
inombers of His Majesty's Legation. ner Pe 

2, Tn view of the fet that the regulations of His Majesty's Government as to the 
customs privileges to be accorded to members of the Diplomatic Corps in Londou, us 
laid down in the printed memorandum enclosed herewith, do not eoucede exemptions to 
Scoretaries of Embassies and Legations or attachés, and that Persia already. gra 
exemptions to the whole of the regular staff of His Majesty's Legation, including 
dragomans, vieo-consuls and their stalf it would hardly be equitable to demand similar 
exemptions for the recently-appointed archivists and clerical staff of the Legatio 

8. On further consideration, therefore, Tam of opinion that the matter should not 
by pressed, and that the Persian Government should not be asked to, concede to the 
Legation more than is alwady secured by the Srd section of chapter 3 of the Customs 
““Reglement légal” of 1904. 

Yam, éeo. 
QURZON OF KEDLESTON, 
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[/B 2580/75/94} No. 49. 


India Ojfice to Foreign Office. (Received March 9.) 


India Office, March 8, 1 

M directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit, in response to an 

Tequest received from your Department recently, a memorandum drawn up by 

the Director-in-Chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, regarding the present 

pe ion of the various questions outstanding in regard to the telegraph lines in 
0 


With reference to your letter of the Ist March, I am to invite attention to the 
concludin on (B) of Mr. Barker's memorandum, I am to say 
that, as Government nor the Government of Irak are prepared 
to guarant Indo-European Telegraph Department. against such loss as might 
be incurred by its resumption of control of the Tehran-Khanikin line, the Secretury 
of State regr able to authorise the Department to exercise its right of 
resumption tu of the agreement of 1872, even if the present were an 
politically to attempt todo so, Tn the circumstances the line of 
which His Majesty's Minister proposed in his telegram appears 
to Viscount Peel, so far as he is ir on. to express an best now 
open; and if it is approved by Hi ® Government, his Lordship qill be 
prepared to instruct the Diréctorsin-Chief, Indo-European. aph Department, 
to co-operate, in whatever thanner may seem desirable, in effecting. re from, 
Persia of whatever sum may be claimed by His Majes rnmient on account of 
the expenditure incurred in the reconstruction of the Tine while it was in tho hands 
of the British forces, 
Tam, &o. 


1. D, WAKELY, 
——e 


Enelosure in No. 49, 


Memoraniim ox Volegraph Questions oustanding in Persia of which a Sottloment 
is due, 
THESE questions are:— 
(A.) Meshed-Seistan Line, 
(B.) Tehran-Khanikin Line. 
(C.) Humadan-Kazyin Line, 
(D.) Mohatomerali and Abadan Offices, 


(A.) Meshed= 
This line before the war was under Russian control, but during. the war a 
lhe control of the military: forces operating on the East Persia frontier, 
forces were withdrawn the administration of the line passed to 

the Indian Post and Telegraph Department, who still control 
‘The Persian Government have repeatedly asked that the line should he handed 
fo them, and in a letter of the 28th Jtine, 1922, from the India Office to. the 
Office, itis stated ™ there is no objection to the restoration of the control and 
operation of the Meshed-Seistan line to the Persian Government, subject to an 
assurance by that Government that the line will not again be allowed t6 pass into 
Rossian hands.” [twas also added that such restoration should not he accompanied 
ty a claim for the value of the improvements made to the line during its control by 
British telegraphists. This view was concurred in by the Foreign Office in theiy 
ter of the 1th July, 1922, to the Treasury, and also by the Treasury in theit reply 

of the Bist July, 1922, 


(B,) Tehran-Khanikin Line. 


Before the war this line was operated by the Persian Government, but, the Indo- 
Paropean Teleerapa Department could resume control of it at any time under 
article 16 of the agreement of 1872, The line was taken possession of by 
Mesopotamian Field Force during the war, and afterwards by the Trak 
Administration. 


(10708) K2 


stan Line, 
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Tn the letter quoted above, from the India Office to the Foreign Office, it is stated 
“the importance of this line to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran and the Higi 
Commissioner, Bagdad, as well as to His Majesty's consuls at intervening points, 
Kermanshah and Hamadan, of the efficient maintenance of this line is fully 
recognised etary of State in Council is, for this reason, willing that the 
Indo-European Telegraph Department should assume control of it. But the interests 
of India in this region are so slight, and the financial consequences so speculative 
that Lord Peel feels that he must stipulate that, in the event of a loss being therel 
enused to the Department, such loss shall he made good by the Imperial Exchequer 

‘The High Commissioner for Trak, in his telegram of the 1st January 
states that the 1 sultant 
control 


issioner for Irak, in his teleg 
ire Withdrawing the skel 
Khanikin and Tehran, moreover, Sir P. Loraine 
has so informed the Pe rnment in order to gain "what credit fi 
the Persian Government for this step, which it has repeatedly requested. 
Since the ahove 1 P. Loraine has sent a further telezran 
of the 23rd February, 1923), from which it appears that the skeleton stall f 
has been withdrawn, and that Persia is now in possession of the whole line from 
Quraitn to Hamadan and he therefore proposes ty make a virtue of nedessity and 
formally to hand it over without prejudice to a claim for our expenditur 
lv expenditure has been is not known, as it was incurred at the cost of the British 
hequer, It does not seem to be therefore a matter in which India is intereste 
but one that it is more for the ‘Treasury to advise upon than the India Office 
that it hias been decided that the fndo-European ‘elegraph Department 
take over the control of the line the subsequent negotiations thereanent are no 
of the India Olfice, though they are willing to co-operate in the recovery of 


such claim as it is decided to put forward 


(C,) Hamadan-Kazvin Line. 


‘This line was started by the Russians and completed by the Mesopotamia Field 
Force during the war ata cost of 90,000 rupees, In E , when under the 
coutrol of the Irak Civil Administration, the line was foreibly taken possession of 
hy the Persian Government, whereupon a claim for the cost of construction was made 
iainet the Persian Government by Sir P, Loraine, ‘Chis claim should, it is 

tted, he maintained and the amount, 90,000 rupees, can be recovered by: the 
Indo-European Telegraph Department in its accounts with the Persian Goyerriment 
iP lw muchossed te 00 #0 


(D.) Mohammerah and Abadan Offices 
‘hese offices, situated in Persian territory, were opened by the Mesopotamia 
Field Force, and are still being operated by the Irak Administration, ‘The rates 
levied for them are unchanged from those in force during the war with the result 
that they at. present enjoy privileged rates compared to those in force at other offices 
in Persia or in Irak. "The position of these two. offices is highly irregular, and 
enquiries as to their status have been addressed hy the International Bureau, Berne, 
to the British Post Office and by the Eastern’ Telegraph Company to the Indo- 
European ‘Telegraph Department, 
fia telegram from the Roreign Office to Six P. Toraine on the-11th duly, 1922) 
it is stated that these offices may be handed aver to Persia on conditions to be agreed 
between him and Sir P. Cox.” The High Commissioner, Bagdad, suggests in h 
am of the 8th Febrnary that a conference should be arranged between the 
ian and ‘overnments with a representative of His Majesty's Governmer 
to arrange for the handing over of these offices and for the fixing of a limitrophic rate 
hetween Persia and Trak, and this seems the best courso to adopt. 
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Appendix on other less urgent Velegraph Questions outstanding in Persia. 


(E.) Kerman-Bunder Abbas Line. 


Thi is erected for war purposes by the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Departme 434130. 6s. Sd., and an agreement regarding it, including 
also the prospective construction of lines trom Bander Abbas to Jask gad te nga, 
Was negotiated and signed by the late Mr. King Wood and the Persian Minister for 
Posts and ‘Telezraphs, agreement has vot been ratified, and it is now proposed 
that Sir P. Loraine shall negotiate with the Persian Government a morlified 

reement for the Kerman-Bunder Abbas line, and exelude thereltom all reference 
to the lines from Bunder Abbas to Jask and Lingah 


(E.) Henjam—Bunder Abbas Line. 


In 1905 an agreement was enter 


0 into with the Persian Government whereby 
the Indo-E 


it undertook to construct, at a total cost 
not exceeding. 75) . ian Government a telegraph line from 
jam to Bunder Abbas. ‘The line was completed in December 1905 at a cost of 

2a, 9 p., but the bill for this has not yet been presented to the Persian 
jovernment. In the interim a sum of 30,787 18, 5a, 2p, has been spent on the 
uaintenanee of the line. Sir P, Loraine has been asked to now present tothe Persian 
Goverment a bill on account of this line for 84.376 rs, 4p, being the cost of 
construction, 68,083 Vp, plus 1 rs, 104, 7 p, half the cost of maintenance 
up to the 31st March, 1922, 


(G.) Central Persia Line Buildings, 


«,, (biter an exchange of notes between the Legation and the Persian Government, 
Sir P. Cox was instmicted ina letter froin the Foreign Office of the 27th May, 1920; 
No, 117, to address a note to the Persian Government proposing that the catpital 
expenditure incurred om these buildings should be added to the capital cost of the 
truction of the line, and be eventually recovered from the Persian Government as 
part of that capital cost in the manner ‘laid down in article 4 of the convention of 
nd also iat the n expenditure incurred on the hire of buildings and 
Fepairs should be recovered from the Persian Government ly the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department through the Persian Terminal Rate and Tratlic Account. No 
seems to have been received from the F Jovernment to this note, which it 
was addresse ini 

The amount to be added to the capital account under this arrangement was 
SS070ts. 7a. 11 p.. aud the amount recoverable for recurring charges typ to the 
Stst March, 1017, was 34.109 18, Ta, 4 p., to which must be added the expenditure 

since incurred 


(H.) Establishment Employed on the Construction of the Central Persia Line, 

Under article 2 of the agreement of 1901 for the construction of ‘the Central 
Porsia line the salaries and allowances of the men actually employed on the work 
were recoverable from the Persian Government. It was dec idea (nid te 
despatch to India, No. 1, of the 14th January, 1910) that the expenditure incurred 
on this account, amountin G1 ts. 4a. 11 p. should be presented as a separate 

n, aud not included us part of the capital cost of the line on which 4 per cent. 

ayable unnually as rental. ‘This separate claim hus never been presented to 

the Persian Governnient, and it might be left to Sir P. Loraine's discretion whether 
it should now be presented or not, 


(L) Arabistan Lines. 


These lines were reconstructed by the Indo-Euopean Telegraph Department for 
the Persian Government under the agreement of 1913, ‘The total expenditure 
incurred was 25,6001., of which 5,000, was to constitute a grant to Persia and the 
balance of 20,6907, constituted a debt due trom Persia, Arrangements were agreed 
tobetwveen the Director at Tehran and the Persian Minister for Posts and 'Telegraphs 
for the recovery of 9,600. during the period the agreement is to run, i.¢., up to 
January 1945." There will then he a balance of 1140001, sil due trom Borat 2° 
arrangements haye yet been made for its liquidation, and it may perhaps be left for 
future consideration, ‘ 
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(5.) Wireless Stations in Persia. Y 

‘The Persian Government recently raised the question of the departmental 
wireless stations in the Persian Gulf in Persian territory. It does not involve 
financial questions, and it seems hest to allow it to develop separately from the other 
telegraph matters in which finance is involved. 





[B 2882/2632/34) No. 50. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Murch 10.) 


{fogeeri Tekran, March 9, 1928. 
(rE OMING High Commision tells me that Vali of Basht-i-Ku 
Bagdad on 10th Mate as guest of King Keil is ike to mequest Bri rention, 
in view of alleged plan of Persian Government to bring him under strieter control, m 
‘asks what actitude I would wish him to ad plied as follows : 
“Your telugram No. 52. 
‘Both in principle and i 
Cloyemmentofany sara of oe muppet oF al noi dretmatane 
in the event of a diflurence. ‘The fewer of such commit e have a aa 
"May T suggest that you should express marked inenedulity as regard truth 
oi rumen requsst substantiation, and, if pressed notwithstauding tll Vali tha 
tnatter is one which concerns this Legation, to which he should refer, if and when 
hiecessary, through local British authorities ? 


ing. these Tocal 


Lam strongly opposed to gi 
Andhese 1 ty defy Central 





[B 2682/2682 /34) No. 51 


Tho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
No. 56.) 
elegraphic.) BR, ; 
“YOUR telegram No, 68 of 9th March : 
T approve. 


Foreign Office, March 1, 1928. 
Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh, 





[ip 2746/2745 /34) No. 52 


Sin P, Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Keileston.—(Received Mayeh 14.) 


(N79) ; 

'Tolegraphic. 

eof OUT despatch No.0) of 1982 

‘nan Minister tells me. that Persian Go : en 

bath Sleep nid facilitate engagement of three German teachers at Persian 

expense, although itis ayare that German Government ean, provide no funds whatever 

Te hus made evasive answers hitherto, and will not give a definite ono util be knows 

tliat His Majesty's Government sve uo objection, as he ia aware of representations in 

by us last year in Berlin, Meanvhile his position is embarrassing. Laat, 
“xe no-oonteibution from German Government is involved, I's86 no. proper gro 

for objestion. May I so inform him? ; 4 

for ober an edlleague’s atbitude seems quite loyal, and he assures me positively 

that he will not seek political influence here. 


Tehran, March 18, 1923. 


iment is pressing him very insistently 





[iE 2784/478/34) 


Papers communicated by India Offce.—(Reeeived at Foreign Office, March 15.) 


Tf 


Accord conclu entre Uinde britannique et 
Vrak, d'une part, et ta Perse, @autre 
part, pour la Suppression des Bureaux 
de Poste étrangers existant sur Territoire 
persan, 


EN vue de conformer la position réci- 
proque de "Inde britannique, de Virak et 
de la Perse aux dispositions do In Conyen- 
tion principale de Madrid (1920) et de son 
riglement: dexéeution, dans. les relations 
postales entre la Perse et les deux pays 
premiers mentionnés, les soussignds, agis- 
sant en vertu des pouvoirs dont ils sont 
munis et quiils se sont communiqués, 


Aprds confirmation, par le représentant 
du Gouvernement Impérial persan, des 
assurances données par ce vernement 
au sujet du maintion et du développement 
de services postaux suflisants au golfe 
Persiqus et en Arabistar 

Ont coneli: Maccord suivant : 


ArricLe 1", 


Les bureaux entretenus dans les ports 
du golfe Persiquo par 'Adininistration 
dss Postes do {Tae britannique, et en 
Arabistan par Administration des Postos 
de Mrak, seront supprimés X ta date du 
81 mars 1923 et auront, par nent, 
cessé toutes opérations de service postal 
publio ou privé A la date du 1 avril 
suivant, 


Anrione 2, 


A partir du 1 avril 1928, 1’Administra- 
tion des Postes de Perse ‘prendra si 
charge exclusive le soin et la responsabilité 
du_tmaintion et da développement de 
services postaux réguliers dans les ports 
Porsans du golf Persiquo et en Arabistan, 
aussi bien en ee qui concerne les relations 
dela, Parse ayes ter pays étrangers qu’en 
‘e qui concerne le trafic postal interne 


Apncur 3, 


Aux fins d'exéoution des dispositions 
ide Varticle 2 ci-dessus, V'Administration 
ides Postes de Perse orgunisera et main- 
Riendra, 4 partir du 1* avril 1933, les 
ervices d’échanges postaux spéciaux dont 
le @ convenu avee I'Tnde britannique et 


Agreement concluded betioeen British India 
and Irak, of the one part, anid Persia, of 
the other part, for the Closing | of 
Foreign Post Offices existing on Persian 
Territory, 


WITH a view to making the reciprocal 
position of*Biitish India, Tral 
conform to the provisi f the principal 
Convention of Madrid (1920) and’ to the 
regulations therounder, in the matter of « 
postal relations between Persia and the 
lirst-mentioned countries, the undersigned, 
aaoting in virtue of the powers with which 
they are furnished and which they: have 
communicated to each other, 

After confirmation by the representative 
of the Imperial Persian Government of the 
Assurances given by this Government. on 
the subject of the maintenance and do- 
lopment of adequate posal service in 
the Persian Gulf'and in Arabistan, 


Have conoluded the following agree- 
ment — 


and Persia 


Annionr 1, 


Arabistayy by 
‘ostal Administration of Trak, will be 
closed fi ist Muroh, 1929, and with, 
in consequence, have consed. all public. or 


private postal operations from the Ist April 
follow 


Annione 2, 


Anticur 3, 


In order to give effect to the provisions 
of article 2 above, the Persian Postal 
Administration will organise and main- 
tain fiom the Ist April next the special 
Yel exchange services agreed upon with 
British India and Trak in the following. 





72 


aves I'Trak par les arrangements suivants, 
conclus par les soussignés & la date du 
présent accord : 


1, Arrangements concernant I'échange 
des mandats de poste avec ces deux pays. 


2, Arrangements concernant 16 
denyois postaux de toutes esptees grey 
de remboursement avec l'Inde britannique, 
et de colis postatix non aasurés grevés de 
reinboursement avec l'Trale 

3, Arrangement concernant Ie 
coli postaux avec I'Trak, 


actuelloment. confor 

postale de Madiid (1920), sera maintenu, 
ot A partir du 1 avril 1923, la Perse ot 
Mnde britannique participeront, en outre, 
Gans leurs relations postales. spéciales, & 
Vexéention de VArrangement de Madi 
concernant Iichauge des lottres ot boites 
ayeo valour déolarée, 


Arnone 4, 


La dispositions doy arrange 
tionnés A Varticle 8 relatives 

porsuns participant aux sorvioos spéoiaux 
ho restreignent pas In faculté qu’aura la 
Porso détendre ces servioos  dlautres 
bureaux porsans daecord aves les aut 
parties 


Antone 5, 


TAdininistration dex Postos de "Inde 
Dritannique et de Vrwk notitieront en 
tomps opportun, par voie légale, aux 
‘Administrations de ’Union postale wnie 
{EMule ta aupptemion dan, uareanx da 

jonnés & Particle 1" 


Anmioin 6. 


En vue de la sauvegarde des intérdts 
raux du public et du commerce dans 

fe ralations des portée du olf Pera 
aves l'Inde britannique et VIrak, et vu la 
‘stauge considérablo existaat, ents 
rézions wt eapitales des trois pays ints 
{es administrations postales de ces. pays 
Sentendront. pour munit les fonetion 
fupévietirs des postas de Bouchir, 
Boiubay et do Basra de pouvoirs «uflisam- 
nent dloudus pour le rbglement direct. des 
lfiites concernant. les échanges. spéciaux 
mentiounés & l'article 3 ci-dessus, les ques- 
tions d'ordre général ou de principe restant 
acres wax autoritds des eoutres 


arrangements concluded by the undersigned 
on the date of the present agreement : 


1, Arrangements concerning the ex- 
change of money orders between the two 
ceountries, 
» Arrangements concerning the ex: 
nge of value-payable articles of all 
Kinds with British’ India, and of non- 
sured yalue-payable parcels with Trak. 


Arrangement concerning the exchange 

h Trak. 
Independently of the above services, the 
xchange of parcels between Persia and 
th India, actually in operation con- 
bly to the Postal Convention of 
will be maintained, and 


p 

special postal relations in 

th went of Madrid concerning the 
sured articles, 


Anriene 


‘The provisions of the arrangements 
mentioned in article 8 relative to Persian 
post offices participating in special services 
will niot restrict the right of Persia to 
extend those services to other Persian 
offices in agrooment with the other con- 
tracting parties, 


Anmici 


‘The Postal Administrations of British 
India aud Trak will notify the closing of the 
foreign post offices mentioned in artiole 1 
above to the Administrations of the 
Universal Postal Union in due course 
through the proper channel, 


Anriote 6. 


With a view to safeguard the general 
interosts of the public and of commerce in 
the relations of the posts of the Persian 
British India aud with Trak, 

Of the considerable distance 

and the capitals 


res 
authorities, 


Anricye 7. 


rations postales de la Perse, 
de Mnde britannique et de !'Irak régleront, 
séparément ou par entente mntuelle selon 
les cas, les dispositions d’exécution du 
préent accord, en sinspirant des délibéra- 
tions qui Yont’préeédé et qui sont repro- 
duites aux procts-verbaux des séances de 
la Conférence postale de Bouchir. 


Anricur 8, 
Le présent accord sortira ses effets i 

partie du 1 avril 1928, Tl sera iatifié 

aussitot que possible par les autorités 

compétentes des parties 

Tes actes de ratification 

Téhéran, 


En_foi de quoi le 
spectife do Vins britannique, do la Pen 
et de Irak ont signé le présent accord, qui 
‘8 été dtabli en trois exemplaires 4 Bouchi 
Je neuf décembre mille neuf cent vingt- 
deux, 


Le Délégué de Vnde britannique, 
ANGELO. 
th December, 1922. 
Le Délégué de Wlrai, 
A. R, AUGIER, 
9 December, 19: 


Lacoond ci-dessus a 6té signé aujourd'hui, 

Je 9 décembre 1922, devant moi, Kangouzar 

‘général ot faisant fonctions de Gouverneur. 
YAMIN-UL-MAMALIK, 


Annus 7, 


‘The Persian, Tndian and Trak Postal 
Administrations will regulate separately or 
by mutual agreement as necessary the 

ict to the present 
agreement, in the spirit: of the delibera- 
tions which have preceded it, and. which 
are reproduced in the proceedings of the 
sittings of the Bushire Postal Conference, 


Annicur 8, 


The present agreement will have effect 
from the st April 1928, It will be 
ratified wa soon as possible by the com- 
petent authorities of the ‘contricting 
parties and the acts of ratifieation will be 
exchanged at Tehran, 


In faith of which the respeoti 


ropre- 
sentatives of British India, Pei ft 


in and Trak 
eoment i 


twenty-two, 


Les Délgués de lw Perse, 
©, MOLITOR 
G, CHAUVIAUX, 
M. H, A, SHATRUZL 
M, K. ARJUMAND. 


Agreement for the Bucliange of Money Orders between Persia and British India, 


In order to establish an exchange of m 


entered in Schedule 1, and the Post. Offiow 


for that purpose, have a 


sy orders between the Persian post offices, 
Tadia, the undersigned, duly authorised 


Annicie 1. 


There shall be a gular exchange of mo 


Schedule 1 
correspondence is exchanged. 


and India by means of the usual mail services by which 


orders between the Persian post offices, 


Anricin 2. 


The money order business shall be perform 


with each other by means 
wey orders being m 


xclusively through offices of 


ange 
sts, as explained more par 


larly below, 


, forwarded to the payee by the oflice of exchange 
country in which the orders are payable. ‘Ch 


olliees of exchange shall be, on 


the side of Persia, Churbar, Jashk, Bandar Abbas, Bushire, Mohammerah, and, on the 


side of India, Bombay. 


Arricir 38. 
‘The amount of orders exchanged in both directions shall be expressed in Indian 


currency, 


Anricie 4. 


‘The maximn 
upon the other shall be G00 rupees, 
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amount for which @ money order may be draw 


in either eomitry 


ty 












7A 













ARTICLE 5. 


No money order shall contain a fractional part of an anna. 


ARTICLE 6. 





‘Phe manner and cond 


‘Annexe 7, 
qi 

romitters in the currency of the country of issue, 

in force for the tiie being in the country of issue. 
Tach country shall communicate to the other the re 

for money orders issued in foree for the time being. 





he cost of the money orders, i.e., the amounts to be 



















Arnicie 8 





Applications by romitters for the alteration or corre 
shall bo received under the regulations of the count 








as may be 

Applications by remitters for repayment of orders 
in like manner, the repayment being made only under the autho 
payment and aecording to the regulations of the country of issue 





seasary for the identification of the particular onters 


















Anricie 9 


‘The conyersion of money orders issued in India 
governed by the regulations in force for the time being 








nt. 








into the currency of Persin for the purpose of pay 





Arricte 10. 


‘he manner and conditions of paying ord 








inoludi 








F 
affecting payment, shall be gove 
the country of payment: 








ied by the regulations in for 








Anmiene 11. 








‘The amount of money orders not ultimately paid, 


under the regulations of the country of pay 














Agricie 12. 
‘Tho country of issue which collects the money frou 
country of payinent for the total amount of the orders is 
haditional on the total by way of commission, 


















Arricte 13. 








ns of lists 





particulars of money ordess issued by 





suliars as to the names shall inelude the same, fat 


he part 
ad An, 


name as the case may be (oF, in the ease of Europeans 
‘and at least the initial of one Chi 

who ate the remitters or paveos 
precisely, as on it depends the determination by the ree 
Vitico where the order shall be made payable. 



















Artic 14, 


i shall contain particulars of orders authorised to be repaid to the 
* Not printed. 









the regulations for the time being in force relating: to the conversion of mo 


ng. stopp: 
wal of orders, issue of duplicate orders, advices of payment 





of orders which b 
Il belong to the country of iste, 







tian name), or the name of the 
The address of the payee must be 
ing office of 


ns of issuing money orders in either country shall be 
governed by the regulations in force for the time being in the country of i 





wid for them by the 
all be governed by the regulations 


ations relating to the charges 


jon of the name of the payee 
ff issue, and forwarded to the 
eountey of payment for disposal under its regulations, accompanied by such information 





ed to. 


shall be received aud forwarded 


of the country of 


to the coantry of Persia shall bs 
in the country of payment 
"Nhe head of the Post Office of Persiv shall communicate to the Indian Post Office 





orders 








of payment, 
‘and other services 
oe the time being in 









void 


remitters shall account to the 
ued, together with 1 per cent. 


‘he coffees of exchange shall eommunizate to one another by each wail the 
the annexed forms 
BAI (Aa), giving all particulars for which provision is made in the fo 


warked (A) 








», or husbands 
ins, the surname 

1 oF company 
nt fully and 
mange of the 





Besides the particulars of money orders issued, the lists mentioned in article 18 





Arricie 15, 


Blank lists shall be forwarded in case’ there shall be no money orders to 
communicate. 
Arricur 16. 
Should any list fail to be ved in du 
ving i in to that effect, transmit 





s office shall, on. 


fe tllereof 


course, the despatehi 
thout. delay « duplic 

















Armicte 17. 


‘The lists despatched from each office of exchange shall be numbered consecutively, 
commencing with No. 1 for the first list of each calendar year commencing the 
Tst January, and these numbers shall be termed the “ List Numbers.” 











Anricux 18, 
‘The entries in the lists respecting orders issued shall also 1 
comniencing with No, 1 fo 
Numbers,” 





consecutive numbers, 
ich list, and these numbers shall be termed the Entry 








Anqicxe 19. 

Each list shall be carefully verified b 
conmeted when it contains simple errors, suc 
despatching office of exchange. 





and 
the 





ie resins aes of exch 
h conrections being comnninicated 








Arricut 20. 


When a list shall contain errors or es which cannot be rectified without 
previous communication with the despateling office, the receiving office shall rexquest in 
exanation fou sespaeling offen, Ti wxpanctin shall bo given with ns Nttle 
clay a5 possible, and in the meantime the payment of orders dependenton the irregular 
entries shall be suspended, : 


















TICLE 21. 





Ax soon as the Ind ge shall have received from Persia all the 
lists bearing dates in any month, these ists, as well as the Indian lists. bearing dates in 
the same month, shall” be made the subject of a monthly account in the annexed 
form (B).* 








Anricie 22, 


‘he account mentioned in article 21 shall be based on the lists As con 
e, any en 








tat by the 
Toe At the time under suspension ponding explanation being 


creed 





Anricie 2 


‘The account shall also include under the head of “Special Items” 
adjustments of pr 
as well as any oth 
of such special it 
documents forming, the authority for 
statement. 





accounts (stich ay adjustments on aecount of rare ed entries) 
ded for, a detailed statement 
1 the correspondence or other 
each special item being quoted opposite to it in the 




















Anricie 24. 


joned in article 21 shall be forwarded to the Provincial 
s, by the Presidency Postmaster, Roreigu, Money Order 
for paymient by bill of exchange or draft on Bonbay if the balance be 
anit accompanied by a bill of exchange or draft ou Bushire if the 
mr of Persia. 


A copy of the account me 
Direotor of Post Offices, Bushi 
Branch, Bomba 
in favour of In 
balance be 











ARTICLE 25. 


Bach Administration shall haye authority to suspend temporarily the exchange of 
money orders in case the course of exchange or any other ciroumstanee shall give rise to 
abuses or cause detriment to the revenue. 


Anricte 28. 


For ordinary correspondence affecting the preparation, transmission or correction of 
Vista, account, fs, the ofices of exchange shall bo the medium: but in antlers 
involving questions other than detail, the olfiees of correspondence shall be the cafice of 

























Z * Not printed, 
(10708) me 


















TTITITIIT TTT) 
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the Director-General of Posts, Persia, on the one haw 
Posts and Telegraphis, India, on tho other hand. 


Annict 


‘The department charged with the control of money onders in. either country s 
have authority to adopt any additional rules (if not repuanant to the foregoing) Yor the 
greater security against fraud or for the better working of the system generally, All 
Sich additional vules, however, shall be communicated by the one department’ to the 
other, 


Anricne 


‘The Postal Adwinistrations of Persia and India should also each be entitled to 
transmit money orders through the medium of the other Admini y country 
with which the latter exchanges money orders, on terms to be settled beforehand by 
ebinmon consent between the two Postal Adininistrations. 


ARTIOL 

‘Tho present arrangement shall take effect on the Ist April, 1928. Tt shall then 
continue in force until it shall be modified or determined by mutual consent of the 
contracting parties, ‘The ratiications of the xbove arrangements shall be exchanged 
as Soon a8 possible, in faith of which the respective delegates have signed th 
‘arrangements, 

Executed in duplicate and signed. 

‘At Bushire on the 9th December, 19 

A. ANGELO, 
Indian Delegate. 
©, MOLITOR, 
Délégué te la Perse. 


December 9, 1922. 





[iE 2997/69/34) No. 54. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received March 19.) 


(No. 36, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 20, 1923, 
* THAYE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Suminary No, 2 of 1923, compiled by the military attaché to this Legation. 
T have, &e. 
PERCY LORAIN 


a 


Enclosure in No, 54, 
Secret. 

ee Intelligence Summary No. 2 for week ending January 13, 1923. 
Gilan : 
THE W: of revolutionary activities in the 
action. He has 
‘command with headquarters at 
jomed Hussein Khan, who antil 

tarabad, This office 


press 
fe considers such arrests | 
ep his duties. 
at Enzeli, whose opera- 
tions are conducted in secrecy. 


75 


_ Kedorof, a member of the “Cherezvuichaika” at Moscow and a leading 
Communist organiser, arrived at Enzeli early in January and left for Baku on the 
ath J 

liable informant states that the accounts of M, Apresof, the Russian 
t, for November and December, as submitted to M. Shumyatsky, 
an expenditure of 22,000 tomans in Gilan on political propaganda for these two 
months, exclusive of any pay drawn by Soviet off 


Transcaucasia, 
4 Baku—The workmen, epaired the Baku waterworks received the 
thanks of Lenin and’ were well rewarded 


5, An informant, usually reliable, reports that there 
in Baku:— 


(a) “Azerbaijanskaya Volnnaya Svodnaya Shkola;” for the instruction of 
infant and machine-gun oflicers. 
(b) * Moskovskaya Shkola” for infantry and artillery. 
Pulemetnaya Kurse,” specialising in machine-gun 


three military schools 


instruction, 


6. Baki-Alyat—Julfa Railicay—With reference to paragraph 14 of last week's 

y, His Majesty's consul at Tabriz reports that this line has been completed 

po s from Alyat, and that work is soon to commence from the Julfa 
ond as we sten completion of the 


Astara 


7. A Russian naval detachment 125 strong, named Kajanovsky, is reported to 
haye arrived at Astara on the 8rd Jamuary from T'saritzin with seven machine guns 
and four 3-inch guns, 

It is stated that this unit was with the Bolslievik force in Gilan in 1920, and 
fouglit against the British at Menjil 

(Our records show that a detachment under a commander named Kajanot was 
operating in Gilan during that period). 


Lenkoran, 


8. A cavalry detachment (strength not stated) is reported to haye landed at 
Lenkoran from Baku about the oth January, This detachment is stated to belong 
to the *“Bakinskie Otdelnie Koonie Diyisi’® (Baku Special Mounted Division), a 
unit not previously identified 


Kuzein, 
9. A Russian school for children in Kazyin was formally opened by the Russian 


vice-cons the Ist January, 1923, One of the chief objects of the institution will 
be the dissemination of propaganda. 


Tehran 

10, Relations between M. Shnmyatsky and the I 
broken off 

Apin, the Russian military attaché, is to leave 
his work being handed over temporarily. to the Russian consul, Tt is not known yet 
whether he will return. ‘The fact that he is taking his wife and family back to 
Russia with him is an indication that he will not 

11, The following translation of an extract from a dictation given in the 
Rosso-Persian school in Tehran (the staff of which was nominated by the Russian 
Legation), shows the employment of such schools for purposes of propaganda: in 
Persia :— 


ian Government are still 


Moscow on the 14th January, 


“Order your children to hate the English, ‘They are a disgusting and 
vyenal people. 


‘The director of the school is a M. Pankratof, a supporter of the Soviet régime, 
who himself read this particulai 

12. Local newspapers have frequent references to the disturbed conditions of 
Southern Kurdistan on the Trak side of the border, and yoive the anxiety of the 
Persian Government as to the possibility of tribes on the Per ng affected, 
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Use of this is made for publishing anti-British propaganda in the 4 
subsidised by the Russian Legation. An example is given in Appendix (A): 


Ieper , eB 
13, On thCaight of the 23rd December, pamphlets in Persian were distributed 
in Tspahan, a translation of the text of which is as follows -— = 
“We address ourselves to you, honest people, who are satisfied with a sma 
pigco of bread, although nuxed and hungry, You are asleep. Tt is enough that 
eit stupid Shah has sold his country to Toreigners, and with the peoples monty. 
amuses himeelf at balls and parties abroad, “And yet you are again welcome 
aoe deceiver back, and have constructed decorations to greet him, Support 
ant volution and show the whole world that you also are alive and desire. freedhny 
for the people, ‘The revolution is already arranged for; 6,000 men with arms 

in their hands are ready to support you 


e. wikh Hussein Mahmoud, a 
‘Phe document was seen in the hands of one Agha Shei nu 
cron ee persian Communist Party in Ispaban, and is presumably a panioblet 
issued by this party. : 
* ce venice and anti-British propaganda literature printed in Armenian 
ing ‘buted by agents of M, Tardof, the Russian consul at Tspahan, amongst 
the Armenian population 
‘A teacher in the Arme 
employed by M. Tardof on this ¢ 


sol at Sulfa (Ispahan) is the chief agent 


Kerman " 

‘Phe f ri rn e diary of His Majesty 

15, ‘The following extracts trom the diary of E ‘ 

dated the 11th December show am increase of activity by Russian 
os ted in Ban 

ia) Notices on general Bolshevik lines were recently posted msg 

(a) Notices on eee (he Persian clork of the Russian Consulate, Hasan Mite 


Mujtabazada, instigating the workmen and Tabourers to throw off the 
4 kill Sardar-i-Nusrat 
the people to 


consul at Kerman 
agents in that 


f c sters, and calling upe 
voeY of allegiance to their masters, and calling wy 
Garties and rights, and to take revenge upon aud 
Mrs an Bae ital, ‘The notices ended sy exhort 

» Medjliss from among, themselves. 6 
to the Meds vot and owner of Bam, has shown copies 
His Majesty's consul, His 
Constlate against this 


and Sarda 

sleot meniber : 

oe sarda-i-Mujallal, the Governor and ow 

of the notices to the Governor-General and 

Cen Oy protested to the Russian 

‘gation to a breach of peace pelt Sse 

() Ut irene that te Russian vive-consul Mirza Ibrahim Khu ona 

‘ He Hasan Khan have gone to Rafsinjan during the week tt tet 
ce anetik propagunda und to determine the prospects of openinis 


eaten SDERS, Liewtenant-Colonel. 


Military Attaché, 


Penvien, January VA, 1923. 





[1B 2939/108/34)) 


Sin P. oraine to the Sarquuss Curzon of Kedteston (Received March 19.) 
Tehran, January V 


No. 38. Secret.) 
N accompanying copies of a despatch 


ly Lord, ne 
7 the honour to transmit to you the opis patel 
rome te titty attaché to, this Legation, enclosing * Fnemoranium 08 8 
om the, ata he bad with the Persian Chief of Staff. ; 
Ste tund with We yo event of her neutrality being violated either 
regard 


: ‘or the Turks. 4 : 
tea area a nated. YUE Lonishp by telegraph ith itopmenba a thie 
intervi y that the Minister for War is resolved, ee a oars : 
See ae cian Tavresist by force anyarmed encroachment on Persian soil 


Whether by Russians, Turks, or both : 
is * Nok printed 
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As your Lordship is aware, the situation here since the collapse of the Greek 
army before the Kemalist offensive has not been free from anxiety Teed nob revert 
to what lias already been said on. this subject in my previous reports, but it may 
be useful to enumerate the causes of uneasiness :— ‘ 


1. Russian attempts to draw Persia into an Islamic alliance with Turkey and 
Afghanistan under her own wgis 
i offer to Sardar Sepah of a military agreement, 
jan attempt to dominate the Persian Government, leading to a rupture 
of relations in Tehran which still continues. 
Threat of Russo-Turk med co-operation against Trak in the event of 
ties between Turkey and the British Empire: the Russian rdle 
to disembark a force at Enzeli and marel on Kermanshah 
‘attempt to pass through Persian territory to Rowanduz. 
Russian concentration in the Cancasus and hasty laying of the Baku-Julfa 
Railway. 
Russian action in Gilan, where the Governor-General is a Bolshevik puppet, 


Jeontents at Kermanshah and there to 
Revolutionary Provisional Government 


The conclusion of a satisfactory ‘Treaty of Peace with the Turks at Tausanne, 
together with the avoidance thereby of the prospect of an armed collision with Turkey. 
will, unless it drive the Soviet Government to an act of desperation and to a policy of 
external adventure, go far to allay most of these apprehensions and remove their causes, 
Meanwhile, it has not been possible to ignore the possibility of an onthreak of 

nd it has been necessary to consider its probable results, The 

cided at Tansannie, and local action here was therefore neither necessary 
so far as Persia was concerned, however, the question hinged on 

the attitude which Persia would adopt in the event of her nentrality being violate 
‘This question has, for the present at all events, been answered in a manner which 
will, T conceive, be entirely satisfactory to His Majesty's Government; it is indeed 
@ hopeful sign, among many which are not so, that Persia intends to make her 
independence a reality instead of a polite fiction, and that she is prepared to make 
sacrifices, without any promise of outside support, for the preservation of her 
Tt may seriously be doubted whether two years, or even one year 
ago, the answer Wi given in the same sense, and the result would not 
have been possible without the firm and stabilising personality of Reza Khan} the 
contributory eauses have been, in my opinion, the blunders of the Russians and their 
failure to exploit the favourable situation created by the apparently generous terms 
accorded to Persia in the Russo-Persian Treaty of 1921, and, on the other hand, 
the steady policy of His Majesty's Gove t in enconraging any effort by Persia. 
to set her house in order, and their patience in refraining from any undue pressure 
on the Persian Government notwithstanding its numerous delinquencies and 

unsatisfactory attitude towards British interests. 

Tt was inevitable that when Russo-Persian relations became strained the 
Persian Government should turn its eves somewhat in the British direction, Your 
Tordship is already acquainted with the language which T have held from time to 
time during this period with the Regent, the Shah, the Prime Minister and the 
Minister for War. In the course of these conversations T may perhaps have been 
able to exercise some unobtrusive influence, but 1 have throughout been guided in 
anything I have said by the following considerations :— 


(a.) That the Persian Government must be judged in the ultimate resort not 
its attitude towards Russia, but by its attitude towards ourselves, 

() That His Majesty's Government must not he committed, even by 

mplication, to any form of active support to Persia in the event of a 
conflict with Russia 

) That a definite breach between Persia and Russia, so far from coinciding 

with any British interest, would probably raise the whole Persian 

question afresh in an acute and, for His Majesty’s Government, a most 
embarrassing form. 
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Tam forwarding copies of this despatch to the Government of India and to 
His Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad. 
H Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORA’ 


Enclosure 1 in No. 59. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P. Loraine, 
eeciea) Tehran, January 13, 1923. 
eT HAVE the honour to forward you a memorandum recording my interview 
with General Amanullah Mirza yesterday. ; 

He gave me a short interview again this morning, at which T gave him the last 
news neveived from Lausanne, as published in Reater's, and told him that, though 
undoubtedly great dificulties were being experienced, there is every reason to hope 
that a solution may be found resulting ina satisfactory peace; that the Britis 
iuuthorities were, nevertheless, taking proper naval and military precautions so as 
tohhe ready to act, should war be forced on us. pit i 

np misapprehension as regards the weakness of the Persian army 
tnd the inferiority of its troops in every way to those of either Russian or Turkish 
mits, not do I believe for a moment that it is capable of preventing an organised 
‘idvance by either Russians or Turks on a large scale. ; so 

1 do believe, however, that the Persian army can seriously delay such an 
advance, especially if made through the difficult country of Gilan, and that 
at any rate capable of preventing small detachments from entering the country and 
treating trouble, wheter for the purposes of loot on propaganda, A year ago the 
Persians would not have dared to oppose by force the entry of either Russian or 
Munkish troops into this country. No better proof of the growth of their national 
spirit and their faith in their new army can be given than the fact that they have 
now deeided to use force to maintain their neutral 

ave, &0. 
M. SAUNDERS, Military Attaché, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 55. 


Interview with his Excellency General Amanullah Mirza, Chief of the Staff of 
the Persian Army, January 12, 19 
ore 7 Y 1 the conversation by informing me 
}ENERAL AMANULLAH MIRZA opened the conversation by ing 
of the aurition taken by the War Minister. with the approval of the, Persian 
Government to oppose by foree any attempt on the part of Russians or Turks, to 
infringe the neutrality of Persia in the event of war between the Allies and either 
r both of the above parties. 2 A 

ooo oT ine extremely gratified to hear this, and that, though the 
present Persian army was still in its infancy, I felt sure that under the capable 
Mivection of the War Minister, aided by his devoted staff, the troops would not fail 
to given gor! account of Mhemselves, and that sayy no reason why, if properly 

nd y should not beable to expel any intruders. : 
aa eed out to him the importance of having his plans worked out 
beforehand to meet possible eventualities, and that as a move by either Russians 
or Turks into Persian territory in the event of war breaking out would probably 
De in the nature of a surprise, much depended on the careful preliminary dispositions 
of his troops, enely information, and elear orders for action to be taken being i 

i dinate commanders on the frontier. ; - 

Dossssion of subordinate Fen proceeded. to. discuss separately and in detail the 
situation with regard to — 


(a.) Tnyasion by the Turks. 
(3) By the Russians. 


1 information that the 

ith regard to the ‘Turks, he stated that he had received in a 

ee i to utilise the route Bashkala-Salmas-Urmia-Rowanduz as a line of 
communication into Trak territory owing to the more direct goute vit 


8i 


Uifficult, if not impossible, in winter. 
of small parties of Turks a few weel 
on the part of Turks to filter through individually by that route, ‘The Persian 
authorities, however, had taken immediate steps to stop this by making the Turkish 
parties return across the frontier, and by establishin yosts along the frontier from 
& point west of Khoi to a. point west of Saojbilak, which arrest any Turks 
attempting to cross into Persian territory. _Amanullah Mirza was not, however, in 
favour of this wide dispersal of the troops in this area in small posts, as he feared 
that a sudden move by a large Turkish detachment from Van on Salmas would then 
‘ve difficult to deal with, He asked my opinion on this point. I agreed with, him 
in prineiple and deprecated the dispersal of his troops in small detachments on s0 
wide a front, and told him that I should prefer’ to seo them concentrated at 
Sharafkhaneh (railhead), Salmas and Urmia with small patrols watching tho 
possible routes across the frontier, As there exists a good service of boats between 
Sharafkhaneh and Urmia, the latter place could be quickly reinforced if necessary. 

Amanullah M ed that hie had a good intelligence service in the Van 


‘Feceive early information of any impending movement towards 
his frontier by the Turks. 


We thien discussed the situation as affected by the Russians, 


‘This information was confirmed by the arrival 
ago in Salas and Urinia and by attempts 


in Transcaucasia with concentrations in the 
Jexandropol areas, an increased number of troops in 


Baku, and increased garrisons at stations along the railway Alexandropol 
Erivan-dJulfa, 


(0.) A Tine of posts ma 
Julfa to Astara 


He stated that, should @ Russian invasion take place, he considered it would 
Consist in landing a force at Enzeli with a view toa move on Kermanshah vid. Kazvin 
and Hamadan to threaten Irak, and with the object. of occupying Tehran for 
political reasons, 

‘This was therefore the main problem for him to deal with 

He considered that, owing to the command of the Caspian Sea being in Russian 

Is, @ landing could bo effected under the guns of the feet which Persian troops 
conld not prevents therefore it was not a practicable proposition to try and hold 
Enzeli or to try and hold the line of the beach. I entitely agreed with him, 

His plan, therefore, was to show the first opposition at or near Kudum between 
Resht and Enzeli. From that point for about 100, miles the Russians would have 
to advance by a single road, the first part of which lies through a dense jungle belt, 
and the latter part through difficult mountainous country, in which all the 
advantages lie with the defenders, who know the country intimately and who should 
be able to definitely cheok the advance and possibly rout the invaders, 

Ttold Amanullah Mirza that 1 quite agreed with his views, and that, knowing 
every yard of the Enzeli-Kazvin road myself, I had seen none that were more 
favourable for defence. I pointed out the value of demolitions at various tactical 
points, which should be prepared beforehand 

Amanullal: Mirza then stated thay the War Minister had taken a serious view 
of the Gilaw sit and had issued orders to increase the number of troops in 
Gilan, and was sending a capable officer with full powers to command all troops 
‘on the Caspian littoral (Gilan and Mazanderan) with clear instructions as to action 
to be taken in case of invasion. 

T have since received information from another source confirming this, namely, 
that Colonel Mahomed Hussein Khan (lately officer commanding troops at 
Astarabad) left Tehran yesterday for Resht to be officer commanding troops in 
Gilan and Mazanderan with headquarters at Resht, and that he had received orders 
to increase the troops in Gilan frem 1,000 to 8,000 by local mobilisation, and that 
should the requisite numbers not be obtainable locally, reinforcements would be sent 
to him from ‘Tehran. He has also received orders to put an immediate stop to the 
activities of Bolshevik, Communist or other revolutionary organisations and to 
arrest any persons engaged in propaganda of this nature, 
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Amanullah Mirza then discussed various difficulties he had to contend with 
in the reorganisation of the army, asking my advice on certain pomts, which I gave 
him, He is anxious to improve the transportation and engineer services, and to 
form signal companies, but is hampered by lack of material. 

‘He asked me whether I thought the purchase of a few aeroplanes would be an 
asset. I told him that I considered it would be good money thrown away; for, to 
maintain aeroplanes in the, air, pilots, mechanics, repairshops and technical 
personel are needed, none of which Persia possesses, nor could they be trained in 
a short space of time. . 

He pointed out again the difficulty of supplying an army with ammunition that 
has five different patterns of rifles and a variety of guns, many of an obsolete pattern, 
and added that the War Minister is anxious to purchase a few armoured cars, but 
so far hig efforts to do so had been unsuccessful. A 

He ended his conversation by saying that the parade of the ‘Tehran garrison 
Defore His Majesty the Shah to be held on the 17th January could be described as 
the final inspeotion of the troops by His Majesty before they go to war. He added 
how deeply he was impressed by the scene at Petrograd in 1914, when he saw His 
Majesty the Tsar inspecting the troops before their despatch to the front. 

General Amanullah Mirza was extremely frank and cordial thronghout the 

rview and appeared to have a clear grasp of the situation. 
asta SEP AL. SAUNDERS, Military Attaché 

Tehran, January 18, 1923. 





[)B 2940/71/34] No. 56, 

Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received March 19.) 
(No, 41, Soret.) Fc 
My Lord, ran, January 23, 1993 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of @ summary of 

itary atiachd’s interview with the Persian War Minister on the 2lst January, 


Thaye, &c. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 56, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P. Loraine. 


te 82. Confidential.) Tebrn, Jonuary 22, 1923. 
T HAVE the honour to forward you a summary of my intorview with his 
Bxeellency the War Minister on the 2lst January, | 


Thave, & 
M. SAUNDERS. 


Summary, 


Reza Khan opened the conversation by asking me what I thought of the review 
Defore His Majesty the Shah on the LSth January, aud asked me to give him my 
sms on the parade, : , 
T replied congratulating, him on tho improvement noticeable sinee the last rev 
in the spring, the points in which matked improvement has taken place being 


.) Improved physique and bearing of the men. ‘ 
& Hage drarmbs inarching and steadiness on parade, which were excellent. 
“Good condition of horses and mules, and better grooming, yi 
(Gi) Abwenoe of old and corpulent officers, and officers of poor physique, Those 
‘on parade were o well-sel-up, smart and keen-looking lot, who gave their 
orders clearly and seemed to have confidence in themsalves. 
.) Clothing in better condition. 
a) Cavalry showed better horsemanship, 


‘The weak points noticed were :— 


(a.) Continued use of the old Russian drill 

(8.) Physical drill and bayonet exercises are many years out of date. 

(c.) Equipment as a whole is incomplete, faulty, anid much of it is unserviceable, 

(a) Saddlery and harness in poor condition, especially of the artillery. 

(c.) The horse artillery battery purchased from the British carried three men on 
each limber and three on each wagon body, instead of having gunners 
mounted. 

(f) No unit liad stretcher bearers, entrenching tools, water mules or earls, or 
signallers. 

(g.) Machine and Lewis gun units had a variety of pack saddlery, mostly ill-fitting: 

(i) Variety of different patterns of rifles, though each regiment was armed 
throughout with the same type, 


‘The War Minister, in commenting on these points, said his difficulty lay in his 
inability to purchase fresh arms and equipment, so badly needed by his troops, and 
that no one realised more than hie did the danger of having different types of rifles in 
action, which makes ammunition supply such a diffioult problem, 

Until he finds means toarm his army uniformly throughout, he has to make the 
best use of the material at his disposal. 

Rezas(Khaa Qieiromarkod! tha dhe inereased! interest sliown inthe ary [by tio 
Shab has cost gratifying both to himself and the troops, and that he had got him 
toappear in khaki uniform and to ride down the line in review, I replied that it 
would have created an even better effect if the Shah hud’ stopped occasionally and 
spoken’ ton few officers end men to create aimore porsonal toudi, Reva Khan anid 
that he had asked His Majesty to do this, but that when the time came the Shah was 
s0 nervous that he rode round like a dummy and said nothing. 

He then added that he had hada long conversation a short while ago with Ilix 
Majesty, and_had pointed out that the oops should look to His Majesty as thoir chief 
‘and not to him but that the Shati, ou his part, must do his duty, He had, pointed 
out to the Shah that he had stayed with the King of Spain and had seen’ how Huropean 
sovereigns upheld their positions, and that it is for him not only to bo a Shab, but to 
fulfil the duties of a Shah. 

‘The War Minister: then discussed the prosent military situation, and. stated that 
should war break ont between Allies and ‘Turks or a Turco-Russian combination, hi 
was determined to do everything possible to proserve the neutrality of Persia, and 

jon of her frontiers. Kor this purposo he had 
formulated pl 11 of the northern and north-western frontiers 

He coi ion given me proviously by his Chief of tho Stall that 

and Gilan bad been placed under one command with headquarters’ at 


T told him that the Inst news received: from Law 
progress, and that there is every reason to liope for a satisfactory peace being signed. 

On asking, him how his reorganisation scheme is progressing, ho told me that h 
present strengih is 20,000, and that he hoped to increase to 40,000 by the end of this 
year, He is well satislied with progress made in the ‘Tehran, Tabriz and Hamadan 
ivisions, but has to pay more attention to the Tépahan and Meshed divisions. ‘Tho 
Ispahan ‘division was not getting on well, and he hud therefore sent General 
Basit-i-Diwran with forty solected officers and men to Shiraz to help in the organisation 
there, He expected this to have the desired result, 

Thien asked him whether he was satisfied that he could maintain this fore on tho 
fauds allotted to him. He replied that Dr. Millspaugh had agreed to a military budget 
of 9,000,000 tomans for the ensuing year, and to asking the Medjliss to. grant an 
additional million, making 10 millions in all. He considered that this would suffice. 

Our conversation lasted, for 1} Hours, throughout which Reza Khan’s attitude was 
most friendly. He seemed in excellent spirits. 


M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 


\ reported, satisfactory 
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[EB 2807/223/34) 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. —(Receired March 16.) 


(No, 42, Confidential 
Niiiee ? Tehran, January 2, 19: 
SP TIAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the request conveyed to 
me by your Lordship's telegram No. 13 of the 10th January, for an exPresifn re 
Myedetn regard to a proposal put forward by the Lords Commissioners of the 
TReasury thal the debt owing by the Persian Government to Fis Majesty's Gover 
Tet tre ila bo made a charge on the royalties payable by the Anglo-Persian Oil 
i Government instead of on the southern customs revenues. 
pt of the correspondence referred to in the concluding, p 
‘of the Lords Commissioners: will 
of this question is 
until this is 


1 when the Pei 
resentation to the Persian 


Assuming the recog 

poate co the side-of tepayinent out of the customs revenues. Ont moral right to 
reat ot cee revenues ia.the greater, because of the lien on them formerly enjoyed by 
Hits Majesty's Government. Should, the question of a loan by anothien Power Atle. 
We are in a better position to resist the hypothecation for its service of the royalties 
Fete an eet be ia the case of the ctstoms revenues, if unpledged, though T 
ie eat fa the mitimate Fesilt there is no paver to veto the pledging of 
undlovstan ties by. the Persian Government to whomsoever it, please, The tact 
ree olla, Kewovers that either of these sources of revenue constitutes good security 
Honea chats if npledged lsewhiore. we have no means of effectively 
Gppoxing its offer to or acceptance by another Power as such. | Tfavin demanded 
he provision of interest-and sinking fund ont of the customs revenvies, ON) ar 
the provision Mo taturo of tat deimund to certain friendly foreign Governments, f-am 
Aiaopaly. in favour of standing by that demand and) confining our. represents 

{othe Persian Government vo that well-defined issue. Tf the Pe ernment: 
tnebe browaht to a formal recognition of the obligation and the ; 

cifectded preference for the oil royalties as security, the Persian (iovernment Tie 
aseerree Mtormed. that His Majesty’s Government would be willing’ to” aveept 
opaymient out of the royalties in Tiew of the customs revenues , 

Y' presume that, the reference in your Lordship’s telegram 10 9 possible Ioan 
trom another Power refers to the United State Tam unaware of any other 
Frome aneteept Great Britain, which might be disposed to make a loan to ers) 
Fo ese cage, the contingency: is not likely. to arise in.ony immediate future 

® expect to tise the American Financial Adviser 


the Uni 
ayyare, from p 
wiows on this subject he 
to recommend the employmi 
emphatic in saying hat present it a tar from justifying 
Fe nteeptance of the Feeponsiblity of encouraging bis fellow citizens 0 invest 
acer nievcountry. When tho Persians (havo thenelves monde an efor fo 
fet their house inorder, and have shown that they are deserving of outside support, 
set thelr house Mr Aequate guarantees for security of person and property, then he 
when there ea American eapital to come in, but not before. He is also much 
aa ae eorntthe supplying af any American funds withont guarantees for the precise 

ner of their expenditure, i 

ra oer cand. DF. Kornfeld considers that this question is altogether 
cots ARS competence of Dr. Millspaugh, and similarly, that Dr. Milspaugh’s 
cote ee advising the Persian Government on financial: and administrate 
inatters are altogether ontside his own province of separation, which 
De Kornfeld thus draws hetween his own duties jonsibilities: and. those of 
De eeraauigh is perfectly sound and affords, in my opinion. a welcome guaranties 
against any adventurous or speculative financial undertakings here on the part 


of American citizens. 


he is quite 


Tn compliance with your Lordship’s request, T have to-day spoken to 
Millspangh about Persia’s indebtedn aa rian eras Chver ment. ae nee ae 
to explain, however, that it was only possible to do this on a private and personal 
basis, as the terms of Dr. Millspangh's contract forbid him to engage in direct 
correspondence with any foreign representative, Having ascertained that the 
Persian Government has so far abstained from referring to thein adviser any papers 
relating to Persia's external debt, I explained to Dr. Millspaugh the general aspect 
of the debt to Great Britain, and in order to impress on him how thoroughly 
unsatisfactory the position was, gave him to read a copy of my note to the Persian 
Government of the 6th October, copy of whieh was enclosed in my despatch No. 
of the 19th October, and also of a later note dated the 8th instant 
Dr. Millspaugh said that fie realised the desirability of settling this question, 
and that the best way of doing so would be if he were authorised hy the Pe 
Government to disenss it with me. He pointed ont, however, that if he were to 
ask for papers or seek authority to settle the matter, the Persians might see in 
any such initiative an undue solicitude on his part for British interests, 
which it was most undesirable to produce in present ciroumstances: he ingu 
therefore, whether T could not ask the Prime Minister to delegate him for the 
purpose. 
T told Dr. Millspangh that T understood that his position in the matter was 
a delicate one; T explained to him that the strong pressnre indicated in the notes 
which he had read, liad been used in the hope that Kawam-es-Sultaneh would feel 
compelled either to take some action in the matter: himself or to refer it ti 
financial adviser for an expert opinion, 1 quite agreed that, far the best m 
getting the matter settled would be for him to be authorised to deal with it, and 
the only question was how to attain that result without. prejudicing his reputat 
for impartiality: with his Persian employers, After some. discussion we ag 
that the best way would be to wait w little longer and see whether mys 
ipresentation of the Sth Jannary procured any effect, either by way of a reply or of 
4 reference of the question to Dr. Millspangh, If no result be obtained, 1 intend 
to seo Kawam-es-Sultaneh, to complain of his discourteous. inattention: to my: 
communications, to insist on steps heing taken to bring the matter to a conclusi 
And to suggest that the Persian Goyernment should have recourse to their financial 
adviser for its settlement 
to endlose herein copies of a note which T addressed to the Persian 
Government on the 18th November, and also of the note of the 8th Janu 
above mentioned. Your Lordship, will, T think, considen that the strong wording 
Of the lnst-mentioned communication was justified by the civeumstances, Tt i8 
the Persian Government should treat the representations of 
Majesty’s Minister with such scant courtesy, and perhaps an observation in this 
sense to the Persian Minister in Tondon would not, be amiss 
Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Government of Tndin 
T have, 
PERCY LORATNE, 


Enclosure 1 
Sir P, Loraine to Kawam-es-Sultaneh. 


M. te Président du Conseil. Tehran, November 18, 1922 

T HAVE the honour to refer your Highness to my note dated the 6th Octo 
last concerning the autstanding debt owing by the Persian Government: to. His 
Majesty's Government 

Tt is a cause of profou 
subject to your Highness 
result, and 1 cannot helpy impres 
pe ettlement of this question. 

ya few days ago I was under the painful obligation of refusing to the 

Minister of Finance « further temporary lien on the surplus customs receipts in 
order to replace the security. already clfered and accepted for the repayment 
thoney borrowed by the Persian Government from the Imperial Bank of Persia for 
the provision of wheat for the needs of the Tehran population, 


to lave to state that my letters on this 
ed and quite unproductive of any visible 
on soul Highness the importance of a 
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In view of the arguments which T have put repeatedly before your Highness, 
this refusal on my part can haye caused little surprise; indeed, your Highness must 
have expected that there was, after all, a limit to the patience and long suffering 
of my Government which already, on two previous separate occasions, had consented, 
ns an exceptional measure, to the temporary alienation of the surplus customs 
reventies to serve as securil 5 required for very urgent. purposes 

T therefore beg leave again to express the hope: that your Highness will give 
the matter of the outstanding debt the most earnest attention so that a settlement 
of this impor ‘ay be reached without further delay. 

Tayail, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 5 


Sir P. Loraine to Ku wam-es-Sultaneh. 

















M. le Président du Conseil, Tehran, January 8, 1 

TN a series of notes, subsequent to that which was addressed to your Highness 
by Tis Majesty's Chargé d’Aflaires on the 16th December, 1921, T have drawn the 
fitention of the Persian Government in the most earnest manner to the necessity 
of providing interest and sinking 
Government and have formally requested that am 
the service of this debt, should be set aside ont of the imperial enstoms revi 
Bridgeman. : 

My notes on this subject were dated the 6th Febrnary, the 2nd March, the 11th 

‘June, the 4th August, the 2nd September, the 6th October, and the 13th November. 

T have made oral representat 
your Highness on this subject. at even more frequent intervals, and in such t 
‘is to leave no doubt i mind in regard to the importance which it 
Hiolds in the eyes o pment. 

‘The faihire of resent, Government even to reply to the serious 
representations whi ssed to it by the representative of a friendly 
Heeeediaplays a lack of courtesy which has made a most disagreeable impression on 
my Government: the failure of the wernment, nothwithstanding my 
representations, to take any steps throughout the pas to meet’ its honourable 
Topresrmeantented obligations, inevitably suggests a disposition to. evade those 
antaadions. Lam reluctant to draw that conclusion, but unless steps be taken 
te fhe orsign Govermnent within a reasonable time to meet those obligations, the 
ty eat sion will be forced on me and T snall be compelled to report to my Government 


in that sense 

















find on the debt which it owes to His Maj 
nithly sum, adequate to sect 
niles 






























































T avail, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE 
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ecvired March 19.) 





Sir P. Loraine to\the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— 


No. 44, Secret.) 
‘ord, 








shran, January 22, 192 

THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship he y of Intell 
ammary No, 3 for the week ending the 20th January, compiled by the military 
‘attaché to His Majesty's Legation, 
























Thave, &. 
PERCY LORAINE, 












—————— 












87 


/ Enclosure in No. 58. 
(Secret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 





3 for Week ending January 20, 19 





Glan. 

WITH reference to p 
Hussein Khan arrived 
in and Mazander 
A Russian named Morosof is head of the “Tcheka” recently formed i 

He left for Baku on th Sere Saeed 
Russian consul 





agraph 1 of last week's summary, Colonel Mahomed 
 Resht on the 14th Jannary to take command of all troops 




























been stopped by th 
4. The German Minister for Tehran pi 
accom: w a Dr. Joseph Zwwelch 
5. Trade conditions in the Province of 
business: bein 
(Vneshtorg 
toh 








silan 
ne by the merchants, ‘The Ri 
}) is making no large purchase 
for foodstufis in exchange for iron, sugar, &e. 





‘ile, and there is no 
‘ide. Department 
though prepared 














Tehran. 





6. His Majesty the Shah reviewed the troops of the ‘Tehran Division in Tehri 
on the 18th January on the Central Parade Ground (Maidin-i-Mashk), His Majesty 
wore khaki uniform for the first time, the uniform being ofa British pattern with i 

m Browne belt. In the place of badges of rank he wore large jewels on his shoulder 
straps anc a jewelled ornantent on the front of his Persian had ("kilah?), On his 
arrival on the parade ground troops were drawn up in nation by brigades. 
He rode down the line accompanied by the War Minister and his staff, taking the 
salnte of each regiment as he passed. He then proceeded to the saluting base and 
itieesh the following displays by individual units, which were remarkably well 

ont 


































(a.) Physical drill to musie by @ battalion, 
(J.) Bayonet exercises to music by a battalion 
Baitalion drill, 
(d.) Battery drill followed by the 
blank. 











coming into action, and firing 








‘The parade ended by a march past in column formation, 
About 8,500 troops wwere present on parade; a detailed statement showing units 
n in Appendix I. 

















The last review held before His Majesty took place in the spring, a few days 
previous to his departure for Europe, 5 





Improvement in the following points was particularly noticeable :— 

(a.) Physique.—Dhe elimination of weak and old men has evidently been carried 
‘out. ‘The men on the whole looked strong and hardy, 

(b.) Officers Entire absence of old and physically unfit inen, $0 conspicuous 
last year. Officers were young, looked keen and well set up, gave their 
commands clearly and seemed to have more confidence in themselves than 
hitherto. 

(c.) Horses and Mules. —Vhese appeared to be in good condition and fairly woll 
groomed. ‘This is the first time it has been possible to remark favourably 
on this point, horsemastership in the past haying been deplorable, 

(d.) Discipline, Steadiness on Parade, Marching and Handling of Arms.—A 

jerable improvement. ‘They compare in this respect quite favourably 

with any Oriental army. . 
































‘The weak points noticed were -— 


(@) Bad equipment, especially in the artillery and machine-gun units, 
Til-fitting harness and saddlery, &e. 
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(b}) Variety of patterns of rifles on parade, and these not properly cared for. 
Each regiment, however, had the sime pattern throughout. 

(c.) Old Russian drill still in’use. Bayonets are kept on rifles permanently 
fixed, Nopayonetseabbards, Physical and bayonet exercises many years 
cut of date, 

(d) Entire absence of entrenching tools, 
signallers. 


rater mules, stretcher-bearers and 


7. The Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs sent a note to the Afghan Minister 
on the 10th January complaining of recent Afghan raids into Persian territory and 

ing him to report matter at once to his Government to have these stopped. The 
‘Afghan Minister replied on the 12th January that he had telegraphed to his 
Government to take all possible measures to stop these raids, 

®. ‘The Cabinet decided on the 5th January: that one member from each Ministry 
should sit in committee under the presidency of the Minister of Interior to discuss a 
programme for the future of the police force in Persia, and its budget. ‘The committee 
tommenced work on’ the 14th Januai 

9. Valedin, until recently private secretary 
‘Tehran, has been appointed Oriental secretary’ at the Legation. 

Gelbraz, late Russian tly returned to Pers 
Moscow, has been appointed first seoretary at the Russian Lay 

10, With reference to paragraph 19, Intelligence Summa 
6th January, 1923, General Basir-i-Diwan left Tehran for SI on the 
18th January, 

Forty solected officers and 1.0.08, are to follow him shortly, 

{1. The following detachment arrived in ‘Tehran from Ardebil on the 
Dist January to rejoin its units s— 


300 infantry, 
100 cavalry. 
5 machine guns 


{2, A number of anticBritish articles have recently appeared in the local 
newspapers blaming Great, Britain for the refusal of the Allies to allow @ Persian 
representative to attend the Lausanne Conference. ‘Two examples are given in 
‘Appendix 11,* the second of which has been written by the notorious revolutionary, 
Ibrahim Hilmi 

18, An Indian seditionist named Khankhoji is reported to haye arrived early in 
January at ‘Tehran, and to have been accommodated in the Russian Legation, He 
loft Tehran for Afghanistan vii Meshed on the 18th Janus ccompanied by an 
Afghan seryant from the Afghan Legation, His description, according to an 
informant, is as follows : 


‘About 24 years of age, thin face, clean shaven, very thin, and about 5 feet 
6 inches in height, 


It is recorded that he was previously in ‘Tehran on the Ist March, 1922, where he 
arrived from Moscow. aes, 

THA Russian Bolshevik agent named Gregory, Matvievitch Rubrik left Telu 
on the 12th or 13th January for Bombay vid Bagdad 


Description; Age about 24, well educated, aristocratic appearance, bl 
Fase somewhat elongated, clean shaven, fair hair, dressed in khaki. 
English well and has the appearance of an Englishman 


Tel 
pu 
They 


* Not printed 
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time anti-British. They now saw the error of their ways and wished to be allowed 
to return to India, where they would make every effort to support and assist the 
British Government 

The names of the six Muhajarin with Sikander Shah are:— 


(1.) Mohomed Hussein, of Lahore 

2.) Mohomed Usman, of Chakdara.. 

(3.) Imam Khan, of Rohtak District. 

(4) Tajamul Hussein, of Peshawur Cit 

(5,) Fateh Ali, of Peshawur District. 

(6.) Abdul Kudos Khan, of Kohat District. 


No. 2 is a deserter from the Peshawur police, and 3, 5 and 6 deserters from 
various units of the Indi men haye asked that they shall be pardoned 
and permitted to return to India. 4 

His Majesty’s Minister has addressed the Foreign and Political Department of 
the Government of India as to whether these men are to be allowed to return to India, 
‘They are now in Tehran in a destitute, condition, 


Ispahan. 


16, Sirdar Jang, the Bakhtiari Chief, was commissioned by the Minister of 
War to discuss with the Governor-General and military authorities at Ispahan the 
details of the settlement of compensation for the Persian soldiers who, were killed or 
Wounded at the attack by Kuhghelus last summer at the Laghamgir Pass, ‘The 
dutcome of their conversations is that the khans have agreed to raise 10,000 tomans 
by loan from the Imperial Bank of Persia and give the money to the General Officer 
Commanding, Ispahan, for distributio the wounded and the families of those 
Killed. ‘The War Minister on his part agrees to let it, be publicly known that the 
Bakhtiaris are not to blame, and that this compensati 

ns because the unfort jent occurred. within thei 
Jane's return to Tehran he will discuss the matter further with the Minister of War, 
and, according to report, will give him something extra for himself as,soon as he 
fas ‘made a personal and public notification exonerating the Bakhtiaris from all 
bam 

7. Four months’ pay is still dae to the troops. 

‘An officer in charge of military stores was found guilty of misappropriating 
them, and sentenced to two y 

‘Dhe stores of wheat for civil and military v 
depots 

perthe military school has been transferred to the old barracks at Ferrahabad. 

18, On the Bist December Tardof held a meeting attended by his local agent 
rom statements by the latter it was estimated that, 2,000 Communists had be 

tered in Tspahan and that a Communist organisation had been successfully 

ed in the neighbouring area Murché Khurdi, ‘Tardof made a speech saying 
that propaganda was proceeding satisfactorily. and that: the work of the past two 
months had produced good results, He stated that it. was now necessary, by orders 

fed from the Russian Legation in Tehran, to commence propaganda amongst 
the troops 
Tt is considered that he is taking rather an exaggerated view of the success of 

tivities 


‘e in Future to be kept in separate 


Astarabad. 


19, The work of the Russo-Persian Boundary Commission has been postponed 
until the spring, Mustashar-ed-Dovleh, the chief Persian representative, on, the 
Cammissiont has returned to Astarabad from Gumish Tepe, and will remain there 
for the winter 

M, SAUNDERS, Lirutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 
Tehran, January 21, 1923. 
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Appendix I. 
Review before His Majesty the Shah on January 18, 1923, at Tehran. 


STATEMENT oF TRooPs on Parane. 


Tnfantry. 
| Machine | Lewis Guns and 
Guns. | Automate Rifles 


Streogth, 





‘Ahan Regiment 
Dahadar Regi 


Staff aud bands 


‘Total 


Artillery 
5 ] 
Strength. | Battery Guns, 


Russian fold 
Russian horse. 

British ILA, 
Auistrian fied a 
Mountain howitzers 
Stalt ‘ 


‘Total 


Cavalry 
L brigades. 

Staff nnd band i 
Detachment of irregular tribesmen >. 


Total 





[B 2945/69/34) No. 59 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received March 19.) 


No, 59, Seoret,) 
ly Lord, Tehran, January 29, 1923. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 4, compiled by the military attaché to His Majesty's Legation 
T have, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 59. 
(Seoret:) 

Intelligence Summary No, 4 for week ending January 27, 1923. 
Gilan, 


ON arrival at Resht, Colonel Mahomed Hussein Khan, the new officer 
commanding troops in Gilan and Mazanderan, lost no time in talsing steps to put an 
effective check on Communist activities rampant in the province. 


a 


‘The Governor of Gilan and the Russian consul are much annoyed at his appoint 
ment, and are leaving no stone unturned to secure his removal, ‘The Governor, at the 
instigation of the Russian consul, has sent a series of complaints to the’ P: 


Minister against the interference of C a sei in polit 
Aeneeeopetnet thet of Colonel Mahomed Hussein Khan in political 


2, Thsanullah Khan, on the 20h December, sent written instructions fr 

Tsar r ” structions from Bi 

to the Persian Communist Party in Resht, which, however, had not been seen Al 
approved of by the Russian Communist Party in Baku, Apresot, the Russian const! 
at Resht, heard of this, took the papers from the Resht Committee and sent them to 
Shumpatshy The latter telegraphed a protest to Moscow. A later report (Onoon- 


firmed) states that Thsanullah Khan has been arrested and i 
isa a it to Moscow - 
quence of his action, aE 


Azerbaijan, 


3. Tabriz—The Persian troops in Azerbai ri Pabri 
f troops in Azerbaijan, forming the 2nd (Tabriz) 
division, have been further reorganised, and the various units h gi 
into three * Tabriz. Regiments as follows Sener 
Ist Tabriz Regiment— 
1,050 infantry; officer commanding, Sarhang Mohamed Ali Khan, 440 
cavalry, 8 machine guns; officer commanding, Sarhang Kalb Ali Khan 
Location : Saojbulak, Urmia, Salmas, 
2nd Tabri 
= 


Stationed 


840 cavalry, 8 machine guns; officer commanding, Sarhang Abul Hass! 
Khan. Stationed at Ardebil m 4 cae) 
Std Tabriz, Regiment— 
681 infantry, 8 machine guns; officer commanding, Sarhang Abbas Khan, 
Stationed at Ardebil 


‘Tabriz Artillery Regiment— 
7 guns with Ist Tabriz Regiment; 6 guns with 2nd Tabriz Regiment; 2 guns 
with Srd Tabriz Regiment. | (Guns are field ov mountain), 


Reo rs ly formations. For instance, 
the Gene saci 
* Guneh 
new forn 

4. All necessary supplies for the 1st Tabriz Regiment for the next two months 
haye been s nia, as tho boats on the lake, which have hitherto been under the 
control of the military, are to be handed back to civil control, and the transport of 
supplies will haye to be paid for in future, 

5. Kadri Bog, the Turkish consul-general for Tabriz, has returned from Kars, 
and has published on the 12th Jannary a notice that the Trebizond-Erzeroum road 
is again open to caravans, and that travellers may obtain visas for that route. 

A French Catholic priest and four sisters, returning to Persia from leave in 
France, were not allowed to land at Batoum, and have come through ‘Turkey vit 
‘Prebizond-Erzeroum and Sarikamish, 

6. Gorokhof, the Russian consul at Tabriz, left on the 12th January by car for 
Julfa, and has gone to ‘Tillis for a few days. 

7. Turco-Persian Frontier —Vhe Purksare reported to have posted two political 
offers with the Kurds on this frontier, one to watch Amar ‘han in the Somai 
district and the other to watch Nouri Bey Begzadeh, two Kurdish chiefs, from whom. 
they are said to have asked 1,500 men in éase of need. ‘The Kurds are believed to have 
agreed to supply the men demanded if they are not disarmed by the Persians, arid to 
haye requested the Turks to urge the Persian military to take no further steps to 
disarm the Kurds, A Kurdish deputation is supposed to have gone to Van to discuss 
the above matters with the Turks, ‘ 

8. Urmia—A letter seceived recently from Urmia stated that Seyid 
Sheilsh Obeidullaly had gone to Mosul, but that the British had not allowed $ 
go there, ‘That Simko was at a place called Deir, 6 farsakhs from Exbil, and was 
Endeavouring, through Sheikh Raghib, to come to terms with the Turks. That the 
Conditions demanded by the latter were very severe and had been rejected by Simko, 
who was in a pitiable condition, without followers or money. 
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9. Another letter from Urmia received by His Majesty’s consul at Tabriz states 
that on the 23rd December fifty Turkish cavalry arrived at the village of Valindeh 
near Urmia, ‘They sent. for shoeing-smiths, and the latter stated that the Turks were 
taking ammunition towards Rowanduz, His Majesty’s consul states that this report 
has since been confirmed from other sources 

‘The letter continues as follows: “A Turkish officer, Mimbashi Fabmi Bey, 
stayed with the Governor of Urmia for a few days and left for Rowanduiz. Other 
‘Turkish officers are very busy with propazanda among the Kurds, whom they wish to 
incite against the Christians. They hope to raise Kurdish levies in the event of an 
attack against Mosul, and are opposed to the presence of the Christians at Urimia 
‘tnd Salinas, as they would be a menace to the Turkish rear if operations were begun 
against the British. Ancther Turkish officer, in an interview with the Gove 
Was heard to say that he had spent some days ‘mar Khan—one of Simk 

in the villages of Mejid-es-Sultaneb, grandson of Shuja-ed- 
Dowleh, and a ‘Turkophil.”” 

10, Further information regarding Turkish activities in the Urmia region has 
been supplied by American relief workers, ‘They state that a scheme for refugee 
reliet wits drawn up by them and submitted to the Governor of Urmia. to obtain h 
Tesistanee in carrying ont the scheme, ‘The Governor, in reply, submitted counte 
proposals, which were obviously inspired by the Turkish officers then at Urinia, a8 
Hiep avers an exact copy of methods adopted by the Trks to hinder the work of 
Ami Near East Relief workers in Turkey. 

The refugees at Urinia have been allowed to remain, ‘Those removed from 
Salmas have arrived at Tabriz, 


Pranseaucasia. 

11, ‘The latest news from the Caucasns, received at Tabriz on the 11th January, 
indicates thatthe Russian Bolshoviks are again having trouble with the local 
inhabitants, [t is reported that the Mensheviks are gaining the upper hand and 
have temporarily turned the Communist officials out of the Government oMfcess that 
Ae Baku 170 Communists have been arrested, including one Nariman Narimanof 
that thare is a general strike at Baku owing to food shortage; that on the 4th January 
{hiere was a fight at Karakilissch (on the tailvay betweett Alexandropol and Tutt) 
(ueM wot Russian troops and Armenian and Moslem deserters; that fourteen of the 
Hinsians were killed and sixty-five wounded, including their officer commanding 
Baruchik Aviofs that a few of the Russians joined the deserters and took eiglitesn 
franiport animiils with them, vith two machine guns and ammunition; that the 

aes who number 700 or $00 motnted men, have blown up the railway bridge at 
‘Karaliliéeoh,, Such is the story bronght by a Russian member of the Centrosoyuz 
seen justeome to Tabriz froin Tiflis, He added that the destruction of the bridge 
Weicaratilissel: had not interrapted railway communication with Tiflis, as trains 
rin from each end of the bridge. 

12, Buku-Alyat-Julfa Railway —W ith reference to raph 6, Intelligence 
Summary No, 2 dated the 13th January, work on the construction of this ri ilway is 
progressing. A report from ‘Tabriz states that railhead is abont opposite ATtan 
Taloghan Steppe) and that from, thence to Julfa the earthworks, levelling, de. tre 
Eemplete, bit ho rails are yet laid, Tyvo, tunnels have been made in the unk hed 
cor en, one near Migri and one between Zengilan and Khudaferin, From Baky to 
‘Riyal and Alyat to Zengilan the telephone along the $ ing order. ‘The 

i chirge of the completed section of the line is named Jevanshirof, « Baku 


ns has come to Nakhechivan to repair the old 
in that district, ‘They have been instructed to 
S and then to bring all necessary material 
Tulfa-Baku railway from the Julfa end 

two of whom are named Koslovsky 

able at 


ees of the Julfa—Tabriz line have been sent by the Russian 
kon the Shahtakhteh-Bayazid line. 


Kazein. 


m Enzeli on the 16th 


Which was accepted. is, and 
ced that the Parliament should inform His Majesty whom they were in favour of 
if appointed Premier. Parliament met on the 27th January, and the majority 

voted in favour of Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, whose ni heen submitted to the Shah, 

and who will probably be asked to form the n ‘ 
ttle excitement has been shown av the change of Cabinet, as the 

€ Sultaneh has beer expected for some weeks past, The War 

Khan, has apparently taken no active part in these political changes, 

return has shown no interference in political matters, His 

16, The following newspapers were suppressed by the Prime Min 

hing offensive articles against the Government :— ~ 


sitara Shai ppressed on the 18th Januar 
Kiam," suppressed on the 24th January. 


ster for 


shih a ‘The new Germar ani Co yon Shulenberg, arrived in Tehran on the 
Sth January, accompanied by his wife. He ated his credentials to His Majest 
the Shah on the 25th January. ees sa 
18: The central Headquarters of the Persian Communist Part 
Amiyun) is at present in Tehran, with branches at Resht and at ie carat 
towis, Both M. Shumyatsky and M. Apresof (the Russian consul at Resht) think 
shat the central headquarters of the party should be transferred to Kesh and a 
ram to this effect fins been sent, to Moscow: 
19. A report, which needs further confirmation, the Russian 
sin Baku have given instructions that Russian officials proceeding to Persia are to 
Jeave their wives and families in Russia as a guarantee ton their proper behaviour, 
20. On the 19th January the Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs sent a note 
xy stating that the Russian Foreign ‘Trade Department (* Vneshtorg ”) 
had concluded a number of contracts with Persian merchants without: the 
pe n of the Persian Government, and that as a Russo-Persian Commerci 
Treaty was not yet in existence, the Persian Government desired that such contrac 
should be immediately annulled, 
D1. The Medjliss, on the 20th January, agreed to the grant of a concession to w 
group of Persian merchants to start a match factory at Tabriz. 
$2) Abdul Mejid Mavadip Sultan, editor of the “Charaama,"’ an Egyptian 
, left Tehran on’ the 24th Janua He is an active antisBritish 


sh articles, directed chietly against our policy. in Mesopotamia, 
in local newspapers An example is given in Enclosure 2 


Mazanderan 
24. Bandar-i-Gaz—Vhe following Russian officials arrived at Bandar-i-Gaz on 
3th January for duties at the port :— 
Shimyevsky and ‘Ternenko, Russian Foreign Trade Department 
(¢ Vneshtorg 
Bobrief and ‘Truscht, Azerbaijan Oil Commissarint (“ Neftkom”), 


the 


25. For purposes of propaganda, a free Russian school was opened in Bandar-i- 
Gaz on the 1ath January, which receives as pupils free of charge children of any 
nationality, 


Astarabad. 


26, On the 18th January Shumyatsky sent from Tehran to the Turkoman steppe 
four secret agents + 


rien Ovagimyantz and Ovanis Ovagimyantz, two brothers (Armenians), 
‘Two Persians. 
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‘These agents have been instructed to try and get the Turkoman tribes to combine 
together against the Persian Government. 
Ovanis Ovagimyantz is the chief of the four agents, 


Ispahan. 


27. On the 28th December an ex-captain in the South Persia Rifles, named 
Mohamed Ali Khan, who was serving in the garrison of Tspahan, as a Naib IT, 
deserted, together with fifty sowars, and went off in the direction of Yezd. On the 
Ist January he looted the post going from Yezd to Kirman. 

On the 8rd January the General Officer Commanding, Ispahan, sent a detach- 
ment to try and round him up, 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 

Tehran, January 2, 1923. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 59, 
tract from the Tehran Newspaper * Assre Englab,” dated January 21, 1923, 


A Telegram addressed to Parliaments and Governments of Europe by the High 
Representatives of Mesopotamia on Agrab 22 against British Rule in 
Mesopotamia, 


THE whole people of Mesopotamia despise steps taken by the British Govern- 
ment in Mesopotamia against their integrity, protest against the illegal interference 
Of the British, and do not recognise or submit themselves to the convention of the 
10th ‘Teshrin, 1922. We proclaim that the people o p ¥ 
ble measure to protect their independence, repeal the obnoxious convention, and 
relieve themselves of British oppression 
[High Representatives of Mesopotamia, Tehran.) 


A Telegram to the British Parliament, with Copies to the “ Morning Post,”’ “ Daily 
Telegraph,’ * Daily Mail” and other Papers, 


‘The whole population of Mesopotamia express their hatred against the flagrant 
Dreatting hy the British Government. of i cit promises given in official 
proclamations, when at the beginning of British intervention and thereafter 
promises were given to recognise the absolute independence and freedom of 
Mesopotamia. ‘The people, therefore, will not submit themselves to the convention of 
the 1Oth Teshein, whieh i n no way nding, and thy seriously protest ogainst tho 
liberty-killing interference by the British, and heg to state that they will make any 
sacrifice to protect their independence, to remove British oppression, and to cancel 
tie obnoxious convention. 
[High Representatives of Mesopotamia, Tehran.] 
The text of the above telegrams have been sent to the foreign Legations in 
‘Tehran and to the Persian Parliament in the form of a circular. ‘They haye also 
been sent to the Lausanne Conference through the intermediary of the Turkish 
representatives, and copies given to Russian representatives in Lausanne. 





[E 2818/397/34) No. 60, 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received Mareh 16) 


(No. 66. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 11, 1923. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith « copy of despateh 
No.7 of the 24th January which hus beew addressed to me by His Majesty's yicw-consul 
at Resht, y ; 

Thave frequently had cause to complain officially to the Persian Goverament. 
articles appearing in the Resht newspaper ‘Nedai Gilan,” and the methods which 
Kawam-esSultaneh adopted to deal with that paper are so typical of present-day 
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Porsia that T think it may niot be without interest to your Lordship to be acquainted 
with them. 

For some years there has been in existence in Persia a press law, but there was no 
court in existence for the trial of offences under that law. As offences were exceedingly 
frequent, Kawam-es-Sultanch succeeded in passing a temporary law for trial of these 
offences by jury. As, however, the Government had not yet heen able to obtain the 
ames of jurors in the provinces, the press law was still inoperative there at the time of 
any Tast complaint against the “Nedai Gilan,” Kawam-es-Sultaneh, nevertheless, 
telegraphed to the Governor at Resht to suppress the paper in accordance with a certain 
article of the press law, but the Governor telegraphed back that it was impossible. to do 
0, as the'next article of the press law provided for immediate trial of the editor before 
the competent court, which did not exist yet in Resht. 

Tt had been known for some time that the Governor was entirely under the thumb 
of the Russian consul, and that the latter paid for the “ Nedai ‘and no help 
could be expected from the Governor in any action against the paper as long as the 
Russian consul dissented, g 

Baulked in this way, Kawam-es-Sultanch next telegraphed to a private agent in 
Tesht and instructed him to visit the editor of * Nedai Gilan” and seo whether, for 
consideration, he would give up the Russians and become Kawam's own organ, ‘The 
terms were apparently advantigeous, for they were accepted with alaerity. 

A few days afterwards, to the general surprise, the tone of the paper changed, and 
the Russian consul complained to the Governor, 

‘The later, ever auibservient, chen telegraphed to Kuwan-exSultunch that ho youll 
carry out the instructions previously given to suppress the papor, _Kawam-ewSultanch 
now replied that it wa expedient, as he was being wttacked in the Parliament 
for the ile wspupers.. ‘The Governor thon telegraphed that he 

trict censorship instead of suppression, Kawam again replied thnt it 
The Governor again telographed that, as opinion was favourable, he was 
rf press the paper. The editor, memnvvhile, becoming aware of the Govemors 
iuteation, telegraphed to the Government a protest against tho suppression or consorship 
of his paper," Kav ultauch thereupon telegraphed en elain to the Gov 
through the intermediary editor, that suppression or censorship of newspapers 


jing to sup) 


legal, and that“ Nedai Gilan” must be allowed to appear freely, ‘The Prim 
PE ly 


Minister also informed mo that he now had sufficient proof’ of the treachery to his 
country of the Governor, and intended to proseoute him, He fell ftom power, however, 
before he could put that project into execution, Private attempts have since, buen 
‘nade to raid the printing office and steal the copy, evidently at) the instigation of tho 
Russian consuls but notwithstanding all the efforts at, control made by the Governor, 
ind the threats made by the Russian consul, “Nedai Gilan’” till appears as an autis 
Bolshevik: organ, 
Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 60, 


Vico-Consul Brenan to Sir P. Loraine, 
o. 7. Very Confidential.) 
; Resht, January 24, 1923, 

I HAVE the honour to report that yesterday evening, at the request: of the 
Deputy Governor, Dr. Said-ul-Mulk, 1 visited him at his private house, 

He showed me two telegrams received that day from the Prime Minister, One 
telegram was addressed direct to the Governor in eypher, and contained instructions to 
the effect that the imposition of a censorship on the newspaper “Nodal Gian" was 
contrary to law, and that, he was to remove this censorship and allow the free publication 
ofthe paper, ‘The second velegeam was an en elair message sont to the editor himself 
to the same eftect. 

The Deputy Governor confidentially asked me whether they should again telegraph 
to the Prime Minister, and, in the meantime, provent. the publication of the paper 
tomorrow. I intimated in my reply that. presumably the Governor could not act 
contrary to the direct orders of the Prime Minister. T was disinclined to make any 
further reference to the matter as T presumed that the change of orders on the part of 
his Highness was doubtless dictated by very good reasons, This morning 1 had 
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Prepared w telegram to you on the subject, before despatch of whieh, however, I have 
received your explanation, 
‘The Deputy Governor has alway 
and Thave every reason to beliew 
weaknesses of Nayer-es Sultan, 
his position, He'is a poor mat 


he is not hay his 
Novertheless ho bogged ms tolaive hive th 
advantage, forestall dismissal by his volunt 
enjoying good health, T have therefore tal 
change of climate would be beneficial to h 

During our conversation yesterday he showed me a recout lutter addressed by 
M, Apresot to the Governor, to the effect that in future he would not recognise ‘the 
Heht of the Adlich to try: any Russian citizen, and he would refuse to allow any 
Russian citizen to be summoiied before such’ court, which he characterised 2, 
“rushevegi 

The brevch between M, Apresof and the Karguzar continues, 

Thave, &e. 
T. V. BR 





(8 2828/77/34) No. 61 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received March 16.) 
(No. 75) 

My Lord, ehran, Rebruary 4, 1923, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, with espeoial reference to the 
Fecent visit to South Persia of the Minister for War, copy of two despatches from 
His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, one enclosing” a memorandum by the 
resident director of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and the other® giving an account 


of the arrival of His Imperial Majesty the Shah in that port. 

Tt was inevitable that. Reza, Khan's visit should cause considerable commotion; 
it is unfortunate that it should have produced in the minds of the local British 
authorities so marked an impression of anti-British tendencies, Your Lordship is 
Wall aware from previous reports of my: opinion in regard to Reza Khan, and of my 
estimate of his importance as a political factor in Persia to-day, and you have 
expressed your approval of the relations which I have cultivated with hit and of 1 
Attitude towards hig seleme for nese ing the authority of the Central Governmen 
in the more remote regions of the Empire, I have not hesitated to point out Reza 
Ahan's faults and failings, but I must add now that I haye never yet convicted hin 
of lack of sincerity towards myself, and I atm still unconvinced that he was inspired 
by Anglophobe ideas during his recent tour. It is unnecessary to dilate on this viow, 
Which vas fully expressed in « despatch addressed to Hlis Majesty's consular repre” 
sentatives at- Bushite, Shiraz and Ahwaz, copy of which was transmitted to your 
Lordship in my despatch No. $1 of the 10th January. 

avo events subsequent to the date of that despatch offer an, interesting com- 
mentary on what was then written. In the first place, I have obtained the ukpondi. 
tional release of Allah Karam, the son of Haidar Khan, of Hayat Daud, and the 

romiise of Reza Khan to give him the rank of eaptain in the Persian aime if he 
prings i a contingent of Some 100 tribesmen as reoruits, and a lesser rank if he 
eannet; in either ease the appointment will not interfere with Allah Karam's duties 
as head of the local road-guards paid by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Secondly, the Bakhtiari Khans have fallen out once more among themselves, the 
ilkhani and ilbeggi have resigned, and it Reza Khan wants to drive home the advane 
tage thus gratuitously offered to him, he can do so with ease and impunity by split 
ting the khans into two factions. ‘The folly of the Bakhtiari as thus exeinplified is 
the more inexplicable beoause the negotiations between Sardar Fang Bakhtiar’ and 
Reza Khan for the liquidation of the Shalil incident and the complete exoneration 
of the khans.are on the point of completion, [hope to be able to restrain Reza Khan 
from using this opportunity to divide and command the Bakhtiari, but if T an 
unsuccessful, the latter will only have theniselyes to blame. 


* Not printed, 
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‘To revert to the position in the south, Tam of opinion that the view expressed by 
Sir Arnold Wilson in the enclosed memorandum is the correct one, that he wee 
surrounded by a set of notorious mischief makets, anxious to.curty favour with hy, 
and that he was to some extent influenced by their talle; | believe, however, his cate” 
gorical assurance to myself that the arrest of Allah Karam was inno sense intended 
by him as an anti-British stroke. I have pointed ont to him that his action has 
Inevitably been interpreted in that sense and has therefore proceed an impression 
of Auglophiobia, He sees this now and regrets it 

His Majesty's consular officers at Bushire and Shiraz contemplate with uneasi- 
uess the prospect of a further visit by Reza Khan to the south, Tn this respect also T 
am unable to share their misgivings. T think that he learnt a lot on the last occasion, 
that he will learn more in the next, and that the result will only be to our advantage, 
If his plan of extendin rengthening the authority of the Central Govern 
ment throughout the pro succeeds, the changed circumstances will naturally 
necessitate a readjustment of view and attitude in many respects on the part of 
British representatives: we must therefore be prepared fo adapt ourselves tor the 
prospective cha f effective and durable, may well be a beneficial one from 
the point of view h interests, A stable, centralised and orderly Persia can 
ever be a.danger to British or Indian interests; a weak and divided Persia, swayed 
by every breath of wind from the north, whether from Petrograd or Moscow, 

a standing menace, 

Tam sending copies of this despatch, without enclosures, to the Government of 
India and to His Majesty's consular officers at Bushiro and Shiraz, and a copy, with 
enclosures, to Hi High Commissioner at Bagdad 

T have, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE 


Enclosure 1 in No. 61 


Lioutenant-Colonel Trevor to Sir P. Loraine. 
(No, 94.) 
Bushire, December 10, 1922, 

TN continuation of my despatch No, 89, dated the 8th December, 1922, T have 
the honour to forward herewith copy of my letter dated the 10th, December, 1923, 
which T have addressed to the Government of India in transmitting a copy of 
Sir A. T. Wilson's above-mentioned note 

T havo, & 


A. P, TREVOR 


Enclosure 2 in No. 61, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf to the Government of India, 


Bushir, December 10,1032, 

IN continuation of my letter dated the Sth December, 1922, T have the hon 
to forward herewith a note by Sir A. T, Wileon on the visit of Hie Imperial Majesty 
the Shah and the Minister of War in so far as it affected the interests of the Ainglé- 
Persian Oil Company and on an interview with Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 

Tewill be noted that the Minister of War assured Sir A. ‘T, Wilson that he would 
do nothing to impede the operation of the company in Southern Persia, in fact 
would do everything in his power to facilitate their work; hut, he announced his 
intention of obtaining shortly a Cabinet decision to place all tribes dinectly under 
hiis control. ‘This, as Sir A. Wilson says, ig an ominous forecast. We hive just 
seen what his idea of control is in the ease of Haidar Khan, viz,, bitter hostility to 
a Klin, because he is friendly to the British, Control carried out on these lines is 
hound to have a most disturhing effect on the general situation in the south, which 
is hound to react adversely on the company’s operations. Haidar Khan's case makes 
‘one realise this. ‘The latéer states that he is an old man and would rather die than 
be dishonoured and dispossessed of estral property, and that he therefore 
intends to resist the despatch of troops to his territory should the Minister of War 
decide to take such action. ‘The Khan of Lirawi would join Haidar Khan, and he 
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thinks the Boir Admedi probably would doo also, It is estimated that Haidar Khan 
could raise some 1,500 men. Tf fighting takes place, the result would he that the 
whole of the district between Bnshire and Behbehan and the coast and Kashgai 
country would be ina state of wild disorder and turmoil. ‘The company’s operations 
sould have to be suspended, no labour would he forthcoming for a long period and 
probably most of the capital already sunk in the Bikarz area would be lost. 

Tf this is true in the case of Haidar Khan how much greater will be the disastrous 
results in the case of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, &c.. can well be imagined. As 
‘already reported the Minister of War has suspicions as regards our intentions in 
Arabistan, and has his eye on this part of the world ! 

As regards Soulet-ed-Dowleh we may rest assured that he will do his, utmost 
to encourage and assist the company in all their operations in Kashgai territory as 
he is one of the most avaricious men in Persia, and he is quite astute enough to realis 
the enormous financial benefits which will accrue to him. He has done his best to 
inake friends with the Minister of War, and perhaps the latter will not attempt to 
undermine his authority, at all events for the preser 

\ copy of this letter is being sent to His Ma 


nclosure 3 in No. 61 


Vote by Resident Director on u-cvisit to Bushire to meet Hix Imperial Majesty the 
Shak of Persia and the Minister of War and on an Interciew with Sardar Ashair 
(Soulet-ed-Dowlel) 


[ REACHED Bushire on the 27th November by RLMS. “Lawrence,” kindly 
placed at my disposal by the Political Resident. I brought with me Sheikh Abdul 
Hamid, the Sheikh, of Mohammerah's sevond son, Haji Reis and M, Gaston 
Chanyiaux, the Belgian Director of Posts for Southern Porsia, 

‘On the 28th November, 1 called on the Minister of War. He received me very 
cordially, and his attitude throughout was ostensibly very friendly. He assured ine 
that with reference to a communication which he had received from Mr. 
urging the early ratification of the Kashkuli Agreement, L might regard th 
nent for practical purposes as ratified already, and further discussion on the subje 
being merely formal. He had given me, he said, his word that it would be ratified, 
and he would keep his word. 

He was most ansious to know the probable royalty of the Persian Governm 
for the last financial year, I told him that it was duio to be declared next mor 
and T could not say anything on the subject, but I thought there was good reason to 
hope that it would not be less than last-year, Fe told me he looked forward earnestly 
tothe day when royalties would amount to 2,000,000, or 3,000,000/. per year and 
suggested that they might reach this figure in five or six years’ time He hoped 
that we would press on our development work in Persia as fast as. possible and 
Assured ame that he, at all events, would do nothing to prevent us from pressing 
forward our work with the utmost, despatch. On matters of general politics he 
guid that he was more or less at ease in bis mind regarding the situation in the north, 
And felt that the time had now come to turn his attention to the south yhich was 
Auffering less from actual disorder than from neglect. It was his ambition. he 
SNid, tonsce Persinn troops at every port who would maintain the reputation of the 
Gentral Government and put down smuggling. He wished to see the Persian Govern- 
rent strengthened, and he made it quite clear that he actively resented the claims 
To autonome of various chiefs of the Persian Gulf littoral. He announced that it 
(oie iatention to obtain shortly a Cabinet decision placing all tribal chiefs and 
iakens directly under the Minister of War, so that they could be adequately 
Ukteolled andiprevented from going astray—an ominous forecast. I made it quite 
crt yo hitn in my eomments that the Anglo-Persian Oil Company concerned them, 
Ciivte with local politics only so far as such matters affected their daily. work. and 
weet Aious only, that no steps that might be taken by the Central Government 
Wert d rexblt in joval disturbances which would interfere with our work of develop- 
wont ‘Vompbasised that our relations at present with the inhabitants of every area 
mont. hed fa. left nothing to be desired, nnd that the labour was coming forward 


TW satisfactory quantities, much of it being drawn from Central Persia, ‘This fact 
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itself sugge: a = 
itso suggested thatthe state of the country was more satisfactory than might appent 
to Him His ony coment on my remarks was that he fully understood’ the pole 
relations with local chiefs we would do nothing. inorrons to the lege position or 
Progra ib east vue tec ks, a 
saat pith, November T was received in audience by His Tmnperial Majesty the 
Shab. who was also most cordial and friendly, and thanked the company warmly for 
EOS rae ean Tan a eet 
el not actually require to make use of them, being already fully provided for 
this respect. “He thanked me Zor coming from Mohammerah to meet, him. and added 
that he felt sure that T should not fal be present at ahatevor port i the south he 
shonld land, He concluded his remarks hy saving that he regarded me neither ns a 
wish nor as a Persian subject, but as a combination of the tip svth tho interests 
y both at heart, and that he trasted that when next T visited Tehran T should not 
_, On the 30th November a most unfortunate incident. gccurre ah Kar 
Khan, son of Haidar Khan, subsequent to an ntarene with the Attar of We 
ted by the latter's orders and imprisoned, Nah Karam, Khin is head 
Anglo-Rersian Oil Company's guards nt Gnnaweh,, Haidar Khan. his father 
staunch friends of the British Government for 
the last fifty. years. Haidar Khan in particular, dient mnae ANCHO 
area, maintained an attitude of helpful neutrality throughout the war, when every 
other chief was in arms against us, The fact that the Minister of Wary after 
king, apparently, some opprobrious remarks regarding AMiah Karam Khan's 
tions with foreiyners, should have arrested him on the pretext of a lack of 
iteness in his demeanour, hns naturally cansed a most painful impression, ‘The 
ter of War visited Sab: shortly afterwards inorder to return ty call 
nd that of the Political Resident, and, at Lieutenant-Colonel ‘Trevor's request, 
discussed the matter with Reza Than ut considerable length, He did not show 
rns of resenting 1 ention in the matter, and it seems quite clean that 
did not when he arrested him realise the nature of Haidar Khan's relations with 
Majesty’s Government, or of Allah Karam Khan's with us, and his arrest must 
be ascribed wholly to the intrigues of the former supporters of the Germans in Dashti 
and Dashtistan, notably Ghazanfar-es-Sultaneh, Mirza Ali Kazerani, formerly 
Wassmuss's right-hand men, now M. for Dashtistan, and others, I have sine 
ascertained that the Sardar Sipah received a number of anonymous and other letters 
of a violently anti-British type, urging action against Haidiy Khan asa friend of 
the British and a traitor, &@,, and it seems that he acted on these without reference 
to the Governor, Yamnin-ul-Mimalek, whose attitude towar 
has throughout ‘been most helpful. “The Residency has the matter of Allah Karam 
Khan's release in land and 1 trust that it will be arranged before Tong, otherwise 
Vie n's territory will sufer seriously, T called on 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh Sard November, and he on me on. 
the 29th November, 1 ‘and he willingly. acceded. to, 
Ww request that he s Karam Khan with the Minister 
of War, He urged us to extend our to Fartashband, promising every 
nee, and discussed roads, pipe-lines, ith kc and intelligence,” 
Tn conversation with Haji Rais, however, he exp mself as not entirely: 
satisfied with the company’s doings, and gaye utterance to fear (which he had ne 
tioned to Mr. Clegg or to me) that the company would undermine his. pos 
ribes in general and yith the Kashkuli in particular, 
attitude is probably motived primarily by jealousy of the Kashkulis whom 
any, in virtue of their agreement, employ extensively as guardsand Is 
rely disappear if and when we work in some other area in his territo 


allied himself closely to the N of War, and has 
strenathened his position greatly during the past few months, Whilst at, present his 
Attitude gives no cause for anxiety, he is still anti-British ot heart his activities 
Should be closely watched and every care should be taken in our dealings with the 
Kashkuli to give him no avoidable excuse for picking n quarrel with us. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 61. 


jeitenant-Colonél Trecor to Sir P. Loraine 
(No. 89.) 
Sir, Bushire, December 8, 1922. 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with my telegram No, 331, dated the 
2nd December, 1922, I have the honour to forward herewith copy of a note on the 
visit of His Majesty the Shah to Bushire on the 29th November and following days 
and events during His Majesty’s stay. 

A copy of this note has been sent to the Government of India and His Majesty's 
consul, Shiraz, 

T have, &e 
A. P. TREVOR 


Enclosure 5 in No. 61 


Arrival of His Imperial Majesty the Shah in November 1922 from Europe 
en route to Tehran vid Shiraz and Ispahan. 


NEWS was received at Bushire about the Ist November that His Impe 
Majesty the Shah would probably axrive from Europe about the end of November 
1922 and that his Excellency Reza Khan Sardar Sipab, Minister for War, would 
come to Bushire to meet him, 

Sardar Sipal arrived more or less unexpectedly on the 26th November, and the 
“Tstighal” party which had been arranged had no time to go out to meet him. 
Practically only the Acting Governor, Vaumin-ul-Mamalels, and the | Resideney 
dragoman’ got out to meet him, and they only got just outside the town. His 
Excellency was accompanied by the General Oilicer Conmanding, Fars, various other 
officers atd a number of Cossacks, He apparently started with thirty-three 
three of which went over the“ khud” on the way down from Shiraz, while some 
others broke down. Great efforts were made to make the road passable, Sardar 
‘Ashair entertained his Excellency for a night at Pul-i-Abgineh, His Excellency on 
arrival at the outskirts of the tow red. the saluting battery and then the 
darracks, He expressed himself greatly ¢ ied with these, not unnaturally, as 
the guns are falling to pi ad the barracks are a ramshackle tumble-down serat, 
whieh until a few days before his Excellency’s visit had not been repaired for years, 
‘he fault, however, lies with the Pe rnment, who have not had any troops 
in Bushire for years and starved the allotments. His Excellency spent the rest of 
the day in receiving visits, arranging for Sh 

On the 27th the Resident called on the Mi 
of the British (Indian) troops at Bushire, and 7 
mont wanted to take them away, ‘The Resident replied he believed the Government 
Would be ready to take them away as soon as they were satisfied as to the security 
Of Bushive., ‘The Minister aid that-a Persian garrison had siow been established 
fand wonld protect the place. ‘The Resident replied that it was correct that the 
i rrison had been posted to Bushire, but only quite recently, and was still quite 
Siall; if ns a result of his Excellency’s visit it was strengthened and showed isc 
capable of maintaining order, he thought His Majesty’s Government would be sure 
to ‘consider question of the removal of the Indian troops favourably. In the afte 
hoon the Minister issued a proclamation saying that during the war, owing to the 
veakness of the Persian Government, it had’ hecome necessary for the British 
Government to place troops to protect the frontiers, but flat non the war was exer 
ind peace restored and the Persian army reorganised the British troops would be 
withdrawn, : y 

‘On the 28th the Minister received visits and interviewed khans of the neighbour- 
hood HLMLS, * Cyclamen” arrived to be present at His Majesty the Shah's arrival, 
REEMS,, Lawrence’ also. arvived with Sheikh Abdul Hamid and Haji Rais, 
representing the Sheikh of Mohammerah, to meet the Shah, and Sir Arnold Wilson, 
vhom the War Minister wished to see, On several oceasions the Resident had asked 


What arrangements were contemplated for reception of foreigners, &e., and in the 
afternoon he was informed that after His Majesty's arrival at the Amiciveh he 
would/be received by the Shah, ‘The Senior Nayal Officer called on the War Minister 
in the afternoon and mentioned that he proposed to go on board the “ Mozafiar’’ the 
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next day to pay his respects; the War Minister said he had better 
Resident when the latter called at the Amiriyeh the next day 

His Majesty arrived in R.M.S. “Varsova’ about 730 a.st, on the 20th 
EMS. and R.I “Layrence were “dressed” and all the flag- 
stafis on shore were dressed and the road between the new Customs and the Amiriyeh, 
where the Shah was to stay, decorated, while a large number of houses had 
carpets, &e., covering the walls; the Town Residency was decorated with flags, ‘The 
Persian customs cruiser “Mozafiar’” went out to the mail steamer directly 
arriyed, and His Majesty transferred to the former, Considerable delay ensued 
getting His Majesty's motor-car off the ship, but eventually the * Mozaffar’” got 

nder way and proceeded to the inner anchorage, H.M.S, “Cyclamen” and 
R.LM.S. “Lawrence” “manned ship’” as the “ Mozaffar” approiched and fired 
royal salutes when she anchored between them, His Imperial Majesty proceeded in 
the customs motor-launch to the new Customs, where he landed abont noon, He was 
then received by the local notables and the khans of all the neighbouring districts, 
His Majesty then drove slowly round to the Amiriyeh in @ motor-car (with the Acting 
Governor sitting in front), followed by the Minister for War alone in another car, 
with a few other cars behind. A considerable crowd. was running cheering round 

a and the populace Tining the streets and the women On the roots gave 
His Majesty a warm welcome. 

Aiter His Majesty's arrival at the Amiriyeh, the Resident and the Senior Naval 
Officer were ready to pay their respects, but, after waiting for some tinie, were 
eventually told that His Majesty would recoive them with the Resident's assistants 
at TLA.at, the next day. 

The Resident, accompanied by the Senior Naval Officer and his two secretaries, 
accordingly called at the Amiriyeh at 11 4, on the 30uh November, and was 
received by the Shah, and presented the Senior Naval Officer and his secretar 
His Majesty, who was affable and friendly, Atterwards, the Senior Nayal Oftic 

withdrew and the Resident delivered two' messages to His Majest 
from the Minister 

On entering the town the Resident met a car containing some Cossacks and 
Allah Karam Khan, son of Haidar Kian, the chief of the Hayat Daud distr 
Under-Secretary noticed that, on Allah Karam Khan looking round at the Resi 
he was struck on the mouth by one of the Cossacks, On irrival at the Reside 

ascertained that Allah Karam Khan had been arrested by the Minister for 
ostensibly for ally, as is well known to everybody, be 

Hi Wie British 


accompany the 


he 


Was at once mentioned to the Acting 
Wilson to intercede. 

At 10 a.ot. on the Ist December the War Minister returned the Resident's call, 
and, after soi \, Wilson (whose call had also to be returned) was 
alled i some further conversition, the Resident left Sir A, Wilson with the 
War Minister. A lengthy conversition ensued on the subject of Allah Karan Khan, 
but the Minister would only agree that he would not be taken to Tehran, as he had 
it first intended, and that he would be released if Haidar Khan would come to 
Bushire under a guarantee from the Resident, At this stage Sir A, Wilson called 
the Resident in and explained the matter, ‘The latter, however, stated that, in the 
first place, he was sure Haidar Khan would never come in to Bushire, and, in the 
second, he himself would never give any assurance to Haidar Khan, having regard 
to the behaviour of the Persian authorities in this and oth Considerable 
further conversation took place between the War Minister, Sir A, Wilson and the 
Resident, but tlie first named would only modify his decision in so far as to, state 
that later on he would release Allah Karam Khan on the latter's giving a suitable 
undertaking that he considered himself'a Persian subject and obedient to the Persian 
authorities, &c. : 

Tn the evening the Sardar Ashair (Soulet-ed-Dowleh) called, and declared he 
fad been exerting all his influence with the War Minister to obtain the release of 
Allah Karam Khan, 

On the Ist, efforts were made to obtain the release of Allah Karam Khan in 

y A, Wilson and the Resident returned Soulet's 
call in the afternoon 

On the 2nd December His Majesty the Shah left at about 880 a.s1, He wag an 
front in a large limousine oar and the War Minister next in a second limousine, 
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Between forty and fifty cars of various sorts accompanied. ‘The Acting Governor 
went to Borazjun with the Shah, On his return he informed the Resident that the 
‘War Ministor had finally given written orders to hold a commission with the officer 
commanding troops, the revenue agent, into Haidar Khan affairs in the following 
Banticulars (a) the necessity for a rensussment of revenue; (2) the state of security 
Of Hayat Daud; (e) the question of Kharag. “His Excelleney declared be would do 
his best to make this commission a formality. 

Tt is unfortunate and unseemly that the occasion of the Shah's arrival and con- 
sequent presence of Khans should be utilised for an unfriendly act ike the arrest of 
‘Allah Karam Khan, because his father is friendly with the British, 


A, P. TREVOR, Lieutenant-Colonel. 





[B 2825/2468 /24; No, 62. 


‘in P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receiced March 16.) 


(No, 80.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 12, 1923, 

1 HAVE the hononr to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying copies of 
telegiams exchanged between the High Cor mer at Bagdad and myself 
respecting a certain Ibrahim Hilmi. ‘This individual accompanied the two Shiah 
divines on their journey to Persia and took a Iarge share in the anti-British 

ropaganda in respect of affairs in ral, which formed the subject of my despatch 
‘0. 27 of the 14th January, 1923. 

‘The unwillingness of Sir H. Dobbs to contemplate the readmission of Hilmi who 
is, T understand, an Irak subject, is embarrassing; I fear that when Hilmi learns of 
this decision he will again join the active anti-British ranks, and the result may well 
be an undesirable recrudescence of violent propaganda. 

‘The inability of Sir H, Dobbs to take into acconnt the arguments set forth in my 
telegram to Bagdad No. 27 of the 8th February emphasises the divergence of views 
between His Majesty's High Commission and this Legation in regard to the treat~ 
mont of these Trak political undesirables which appears to require a ruling on the 
part of His Majesty's Government. ‘ 

T cannot help feeling that these incidents complicate unnecessarily the difficulty 
of the task entrusted to me by His Majesty’s i 

PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 62, 


‘Sir H. Dobbs to Sir P, Loraine 


(No, 181.) 
{elegeaphi.) 
MY telegram, Secret and Personal, of 22nd September. 
‘An Trak subject named Thrahim Hilmi whom we want has gone to Ker 
swith divines and is very busy stirring up anti-British feeling there, Tis pape 
‘canniot;be in order, and if Persian Government wish to get rid of him we shall recei 
him with open arms, 


Bagdad, September 22, 1922. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 62. 


Sir P, Loraine to Sir H. Dobbs. 
(No. 24.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, February 5, 1923. 

TBRATIM FILME thoroughly regrets past offences andl gives his ‘word of 
honour that if Trak, condoning his past, will allow him to return free, he will place 
his loyal services entirely at its disposal, He is bitterly anti-Turk, and T think that 
is catise of his change. aN Rin ae i 

Fre begs that his 2,000 rupees deposit with Ministry of Interior and his property 
in newspaper office may be returned to him. 
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I am convinced his regret is genuine, and if Irak Government accepts I would 
propose to take a written guarantee from him before departure on whatever terms 
you think suitable, He also may want some sort of written pardon from me, If you 
agree, could T advance him money for his journey against deposit you hold? 


Enclosure 3 in No, 62. 


Sir H. Dobbs to Sir Lorain 
aes 0 Sir P. Loraine, 
(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No, 24 

Regret that it is impossible to agree to return of Hilmi. His past record makes 
it impossible to accept any promise given by him ax genuine, and Trl Goverment 
do not want him back. T-have good information that when he first went to Tehran 
he was employed in Bureau of Propaganda of Russian Legation, and a desire to 
return as a Bolshevik agent is possibly at bottom of protestations, 


Bagdad, February 7, 1923. 


nelosure 4 in No. 62. 


Sir P. Loraine to Sir H. Dobbs. 
(No, 27.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
YOUR telegram No. 20. 
_.. Your decision seems to be completely at variance with desire expressed in 
Sir P. Cox's telegram No. 181 that Hilmi should be sent back, and which 1 pressed 
Persian Government to satisfy. Refusal to readmit him will certainly drive him into 
h agitation here; in Irak you can control him; in Persia T have no powers 
Tt is most undesirable that Persia should be a dumping ground for these 
people, and I beg you to reconsider matter, 


Tehran, February 8, 1923, 


Enclosure 5 in No, 62. 
Sir H. Dobbs to Sir P. Loraine 


Bagdad, Rebruary 10, 1928. 
m No. 27 of the 8th February, 

Explanation of apparent change of front regarding Hilmi is that when he left 
fore his arrest had been ordered in connection with suppression of his newspaper, and 
hie been sent buck then he could have been tried and probably received heavy 
ence. His return under a guarantee of good behaviour is an entirely different 
matter, King, Prime Minister and myself have ev son to regard his protesta- 
ions with profound mistrust, and I regret that I do not see my way to press Trak 

Goyernment to agree to his return, 





[iE 2745/2745/34) No, 63, 


- The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (eran). 
(No. 59, 
{icleresphie. Foreign Oice, March 17, 1923, 

YOUR telegram No. 73 of 18th March : German sohool. 

You should thank German Minister orally for hiv frank und friendly enquiry, 
Persia lias hitherto made no effort to meet her larye indebtedness to Groat Britain, and 
His Majesty's Government cannot view with indifference her present proposal to devote 
Maney unnecessarily to German scbool, | School, van, originally create purely for 

litical motives, and as German Legation does not intend to seek political influence any 
longer such expenditure appears entirely uncalled for. 

German Minister having been perfeotly frank, you should, if you see no objection, 
explain the above to him Wied sinlnr rankotes, and add, io/reply to hls enguisy, Whine 
we do entertain au objection for the above reasons 
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[E 2784/478/34] No. 64. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No. 65.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, March 20, 1023. 

YOUR telegram No, 78 of 17th Match : Indian post offices. 

Draft agreement cannot be ratified as it stands, Persian delegate’s reference to 
Babrein in procts-verbal. renders it essential that procls-verbal should be éntirely 
separate, whereas article 7, by its reference to procés-cerbal, makes it an integral 
portion of instrument. 

Article 7 must therefore be altered, roforence to procés-rerbal being deleted, and 
mention being specifically made of Persian Government's intention to employ European 
and American inspectors for southern post offices Z 

If you eannot secure this, necessary safeguards should be obtained by an exchange 
of niotes with Persian Government, malking it clear that procts-verbal is not an integral 
part of the agreement. 

You should inform Persian Government that no steps will be taken to give effect 
to draft agreeinent until these points have been settled to the satisfhotion of His 
Majesty's Government, 

(Repeated to India) 





[E 8038/2745/34) No. 65. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston.—(Leceived March 21.) 


(No, BL) 
(Welegraphic.) 
R telegram No, 59, 
I have explained matters formally to German Minister, He tells me that his 
Government in not paotoulrly Kean about school, but is, by a promise through German 


Tehran, Mareh 20, 1923. 


Loyation hore long before hy arrived, aud before representation of His Majesty's Embassy. 
at Berlin, insisting on re-engugement of throe German teachers and acquisition of tools 
and toxt-books for technical crafts. Persian Government is now pressing consistently 
for fulfilment of that promise, If German Minister goes back on it, he sees no possible 
explanation to offer except objections of His Majesty’s Government. He is most 
relutant to quote theso because that would start fresh outery and agitation against the 
English, This ig true, and it, would be most undesirable, 

Tauggest thut only satistuctory iseue out of this dilemma is to explain matters with 
equal frankness at Berlin, and request Gerinan Government, to telegraph furthe: 
instructions to uy German colle hat it is unable to take further steps owing 
to intemal difficulties, and must disinterest itself altogether, 

Gorman Minister assures me that school, if reopened, would be solely for technical 
instruction in manual crafts, 


[B 8111/207/34) No. 66 
Persian Railwoays Syndicate (Limited) to Moreign Office —(Received March 23.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sin, March 21, 
WE beg to acknowledge reecipt of your letter of the 7th instant, — 
is has byen considered by our board, and they desire us to again point out the 
sorious effect that the decision of His Majesty's Government, if maintained, ia likely to 
have on British interests, and to express the hope that the question may receive! the 
further consideration of the Seeretary of State, : 
As we have already advised, loan of 2,000,000, has been offered to the Persian 
Goyerument by an American syndicate ou the security of the oil royalty, and this loan 
is now reeeiviiy. the cousiderition of the Persian Goverment, Similarly, it is to be 
fagsumied that other loaus on the security of the oll royalty or otler surplus revenues 
are likely to be offered to the Persian Government by American or other forvign 
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interests as consideration for railway or other concessions, 'Therefare, if the decision of 
His Majesty's Government is allowed to stand it will mean that British contractors and 
manufacturers will be at a great disadvantage. in Persia as compared with American, 
and that lange orders, whieh would greatly help to solve the, prossat unemployment: 
problems in this country, will go to America or to other countriee 

ig Un Yiew of these representations, our board earnestly hope that the embargo which 
His Majesty's Government has hitherto plaoed upon the surplus reventes of Parsia inay 
he removed so far as the activities of the: Persian Railways Syndicate ary concerned. 

Ve have, &e, 
R. G, SHAW axp Co,, Secretaries, 





[E 8129/77/34) No. 67. 


Sir P: Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon uf Kedleston.—(Received March 23 
(No. 84) 
(Telegraphic) 
MY telegram No, 45, 
Cabinet completed as follows: 


Tehran, March 22, 1923, 


Nasr-ul-Mulk transforred from Finance to Posts and ‘Telegraph, 
Financo, Babacul Mull nme nd Telegraph 
Publio Works, Mukbber-es-Sultaneh, 

Interior, Adib-es-Sultaneh, acting Minister under Primo Minister. 





[B 9217/69/34) No. 68, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received March 20.) 


(No. $1. Secret.) 
My Lord m Tehran, February 12, 1923. 
, I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 5 for the week endi d February, compiled by the miftary 
attaché to this Le 
T have, &o 
PERCY LORAINE, 


closure in No. 68. 
(Secret.) 
Tatelligence Summary No. 5 for Week ending February 8, 1928. 
flan 
roll e EE distribution of the Persian garrison in Gilan on the 10th January was as 
follows — 
Talish and district: 300 infantry, 
Enzeli and Kazian : 80 infantry, 
azar; 1n,¢.0. and 2 mei. 
Bazar Khumam : 1 officer, 1 n,c.0, and 4 men, 
Kuch Ispahan : 1 officer, 4 men, 
Lahijan: 1 officer, 3 n.¢.0s., 10 men 
Longerud: 1 n.c.0., 6 men, 
Rud-i-Sar: 1n.c.0., 5 men, 
ikuh and Khorramabad 
Ambu (on the road Li 
Bazar-i-Doshanbeh 
Rustamabad to Rudbar : 2 n.0.0s., 7 men, 
Menjil Bridge: 1 officer, is detachment is in charge of the 
bridge.) 
Lashtenashah: 1 n,0,0,, 2 men, 
husk Bijar (near Resht): 1/n.c.0,, 3 men, 
Jumabazar; 1n.0.0., 7 men, 


fo703} 


.08., men and 1 machine gun, 
+ Qofficers and 25 infantry. 
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Kasma and Famenat and Shaft, to the frontier of Khalkshal and Talish’: 
250 all ranks, 

Resht : 425 all ranks, Also 100 irregular levies, used as guides, &v., under 
the command of Hassan Khan Kishdarrehi. 4 field guns (80 men), 
10 machine guns (80 men). 


Total force in Gilan on this date was therefore 1,434 all ranks, 4 field guns and 
11 machine gun 
2, With reference to paragraph 1 of last week's summary, Colonel Mahomed 
Hussein Khan is causing stir locally by his drastic methods of dealing with the 
Jocal Government departments, more especially with the municipality, over which he 
hhas taken control. He has telegraphed to the Minister of War, complaining of the 
behaviour of Nayer-es-Sultan, the Governor of Gilan, and his pro-Russian activities. 
He is trying to force Nayer-es-Sultan to resi 
3, An example of Bolshevik methods is given in the following story, which is 
Jnown to be authenti 
“An old Russian lady was being taken as a passenger from Baku to 
‘Astrakhan in a_torpedo-boat. While ont, at sea one morning the old lady 
complained that she had lost-a purse, ‘The military commissar of the ship called 
up the crew and endeavoured to get the culprit to confess. No one confessed. 
‘he old woman stated that the only sailor who slept anywhere near her during 
the night was a certain young sailor whom she pointed out, This man main- 
tained his innocence, Hlowever, he was adjudged guilty and heaved into the sea, 
Tater on in the day the old woman found her purse, which had apparently 
slipped into some fold of her clothes. The sailors were furious and promptly 
threw her into the sea,”” 


4, The new Turkish Ambassador for Tebran, Moheyyedin Pasha, arrived at 
Znzeliion the Ist February. ‘The War Minister has sent twelve automobiles from 
‘Tehran to Enzoli to bring the Ambassador and his staff to Tehran, 


Lenkoran. 
5. The arrival’ is reported|of the 244th Regiment of the 28th Division of the 
XTth Army, replacing the 255th Regiment, which has returned to the Caucasus, 


Officer Commanding: Zlatof. 


guns, Maxim; 1 Lewis gun; 1 qu 
firing gunwith 12) tbelts] of 25 rounds shell and some reserve boxes of 
shell: 180,000 rounds of s.a.a.; 15 boxes reserve of rifles; some trench 
Mortars of mechanical bomb throwers; 10 boxes of hand grenade: 


It is said that some armoured cars were expected, 
‘Also arrived recently : one small detachment called the Pakrovsky Communisti 
‘of 100 men, with one machine gun, 
Officer Commanding: Belozersky. 
Adjutant: Avtapot. 


‘This detachment is. fuppliod with good rifles. 


Tn Lenkoran the head of the Osobie Punkt is Schmulevitch, a Jew. He is under 


orders for another post. 


Kasvin. 

6, All the books and archives of the office of the Enzeli-Hamadan R 
Company have been burnt, Tt is reported that this has been done on purpose owing 
toa Rertand by Dr. Millspaugh for the hooks to be sent to Tehran for examination. 


Aambaijan, 

7, Tabriz.—A detachment of fifty Persian infantry, twenty-five cavalry and one 
machine gun left ‘Tabriz on the 15th Jancary for Khudaferin on the Arakhs River, 
80 miles north-east of Ordubad. 
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8, Tabriz Julfa Road.—This road, which follows the railway through Sofian, 
jarand and the narrow pass of Dere Diz, is in fairly good condition. Motors 
average six hours from Tabriz to Julfa and eight hours returning 
9, Julja.—Persian garrison, 100 infantry. In Russian Julfa, garrison of 
300 Russian infantry and!one machine gun, The railway bridge has a Russian 
military post at the northern end and a Persian one at the southern end. All 
passengers crossing the bridge are thoroughly searched and passports subjected to the 
strictest scrutiny. 


Van. 


10. A traveller, who was in Van in January, reports that there is no lange 
Turkish regular force in this district. Me stated that there are small parties in 
different villages and fifty Turkish infantry in Bashkala, Tn Van itself there are 
two Turko-Kurdish chiefs, Kur Hussein’ Pasba and Moussa Beg, with about 
1,000 Kurdish levies armed by the Turks and called  Chettah 


11. A report received from Urmia, the y, states that heavy snow has 
allen on the mountains west of Urmia, and that a Turkish caravan ‘of 600 mules 
ith 3 ion and supplies for Rowanduz, has been held up between Van and 

Bashkala owing to the closing of the roads. 


{ starabad. 


A report from Astarabad, dated the 24th January, states that two Afghan 
ts are purchasing starabad district and forwarding 
them to Bujnurd by smuggling them in opium chests; presumably these rifles will be 
taken on by caravan into Afghanistan, 
13, The 800 Turkomans who enlisted in the Persian forces at Astarabad have 
all deserted owing to non-receipt of pay except forty men of the Ata Beg tribe, 


Tehran 


14. Mustaufisal-Mamalek is finding difficulty in forming a Cabinet. Owing to 
supporting him in the Medjliss, Ministers are somewhat sl 
accepting office. ion in the city is that his Cabinet will not be 
power for more than ‘The uncertainty as to the result of the Lausanne 
Conference is adding to his difficultie 

On the resignation of Kav 
with the Persian Government. 

15, ‘The War Minister is anxious about the situation in Persian Kurdistan, and 
has instructed one of his staff officers, Yarwar Shadadeh Mahomed Hussein Mirza, 
to proceed to Sennaon a confidential mission to report on— 

(a.) The military strength of Sheikh Mahmoud. 

(55 Whether the support of any foreign Government is given to Sheikh 

Mahmoud’s administration, or not, 
(c.) Simko's whereabouts and any details regarding his activities. 


iltaneh, M, Shumyatsky resumed relations: 


Mahomed Hussein Mirza is to leave Tehran for Senna on the 6th February. 

16. With reference to paragraph 17 of last week's intelligence summary, Count 
Von Shulenber is not married. He travelled from ‘Tiflis to Tehran’ with a 
Nie, Vancouver a lady worker in the American Relief Mission, which gave rise to 
the report that he had arrived with his wife, : 

17, Examples of anti-British anc! pro, Kemal { propaganda appearing in the 
Jocal newspapers are given in the appendix.® 


Kermanshah, 


18. M, Okhtin arrived at Kermanshah on the 9th January and took over the 
duties of Russian consul from M, Berlin, He is a more extreme Communist than 
the latter, but appears to be inferior in ability and education. 


* Sou pated 
[10708) 
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Tspahan, 

19, A Cauca: amed Hamid Bez han for Bushire via Shiraz 
on the 27th January agent of M. Tardof, the Russi eral at 
Tspahan, The natire of his mission to Bushire is unknown. 

20, M, Tardof has formed a committes of Bakhtiaris, who are dissatisfied with 
their Ichans. ‘Phe committee is named ‘*Mardan,”” its motto being “* Badbalchtane 
Bakhtiari” (Unhappy Bakhtiaris), the president being an individnal named Mola 
M. Tardof's object is to increase the friction between the Bakhtiaris factions, thus 
preparing the soil for Soviet propaganda 

M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attacks. 





[B 9218/69/34) No. 69. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recvived March 26.) 


(No, 82. Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 12, 1928. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 6 for the weck ending the 10th February, compiled by the military 
attaché to this Legation, 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 69. 
(Secret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 6 for week ending February 10, 1923. 
Gilan, 
WHEN the Turkish Ambassador arrived at Resht he was met by an unofficial 
delegation of Young Persians, headed by Agha Mahmud and others. He made some 


very democratic petsls of a pan-Tslanie ciatuctr, the tone of which was fort 


anti-British. Agha Mahmud and other Persians made speechies of the same 


character, 


ated 
French 
His passpor and is made 
out in Turkish and Russian, ke A 
9, Twenty-four ex-officers and men who served in Gilan in Khali Kurban’s 
detachment in 1921 have recently been released by the Persian authorities and have 
wen handed over to the Russians to be sent to Russia. ‘They are to receive nine 
months) arrears of pay, which will be paid them by the Russian consul when they are 
ready to embar ane 
‘As these men were mostly deserters from the Red army, it is unlikely that they 
will actually return to Russia, They will probably decamp from Enzeli and make 
for Talish, and take service with the late Zargham’s people, ‘The officers are nearly 
all machine gunners. 
‘The following are the names of some of them :— 
(1) Second-Lientenant Jamil Rajabof. A Turkish officer, who in pre-war days 
sorved in the Turkish army, and later in a Hussar Regiment in Petrograd, 
‘Under Khalu Kurban he served as officer commanding mountain battery. 
Captain Sharitzadeh, A ‘Turkish artillery officer, 
Lieutenant Panief. An Armenian. Machine gunner. 
Lieutenant Taierof. An Armenian, Machine gunner. 
Second-Lieutenant Safarof. An Armenian. Machine gunner. 
Mir Naib Martivosof. An Armenian, 
Priyate Abdulaef. A Persian 


‘The rst six served the Russians inthe Red army in Resht and when these troops 
withdrew they were to go with them to Baku. ‘They, however, deserted with eight 
machine guns, and joined Khalu Kurban. 
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4. Gar, the chief of the Russian Foreign Trade Department in Gilan, le 
Rhee AU eee Ten Foreign Trade Department in Gilan, left 
f The Russian consul, Apresof, ‘continues 

in spite of the efforts by the officer 

tions of two propaganda pam 

Appendix L* ‘The one entitled “ Fresh Crimes of Endl: 
and the second, which is an address to Persian soldie 
the loyalty of the troops to the Shah, 


6. The warship ~ Rosa Luxembourg ” has been turned into a military transport. 


suppress them, ‘Transl 

lan in January are given in 
2” is purely anti-British, 
‘an attempé to undermine 


Azerbaijan, 


7. Tabriz —With reference to paragraph 3 of Intelligence § 
‘dated the 28th January, 1923, the cavalry of the tot andl Out Tab 
been organised into oné cavalry brigade of two cavalry 
bo designated the Cavalry Brigade of the Tabr 

8. A recent letter from Tiflis to the Russian consul at 
contained the following information :— 


The 5th, 9th, 1th and 15th Turkish Divisions are heing concentrated in 
tern Turkey, where they are awaiting the arrival of big guns and ammunition 
from Trebizond before proceeding towards Mosul, ‘There is also a new formation 
alled the “ Firkeh-i-Tazeh,’” recruited from the young men of Smyrna, Also 
0 mounted Mosh composed of men of the Tartar Regiment of the 
former Caucasian si” (Wild Division), who fled from the Bolsheviks 
and are now serving under the Turks, have left ‘Trebizond for Van. Their offic 
commanding is Dr, Khosrof Beg Sultanof, formerly Governor of Karabagh, 


mary No. 
Reginents hi 
ments, and will in future 


riz is reported to have 


Comments 


(a) The 15th Turkish Division is reported to be at Smy1 

ay, (0) Dr. Sultanof is a strong pro 

There is, however, no confirmation a 

being given to the Turks, s given for what it is worth 


9A Russian Bolshi ‘Vabriz about the 26th January from: 
stated 


er Pasha. 
ian Moslems 


“A notice has been published all over ‘Turkey that there is to be another 

ver the Holy Places from the hands of the foreigners. ‘That 

all must hi Pasha, as this is aJehad. On the 5th January a meeting 

was held: W attended by a ‘Turkish military representative, After 

consultation the Soviet authorities promised to help the ‘Turks, but the repre- 

sentatives of the people and the villages protested, stating that they would not 

go to war again under any ices, Hut would only defend Russia's 

they were provided with food, General meetings of the public 

were being held’ to protest against anotier possible wat, and-as a result, the 
Soviet authorities were carrying out numerous arrests,’ 


10, A letter from Khoi, received at Tabriz on the 27th J y, states 
fae fanunry, states as 


at p 
oad officers 

rai, 
propagandists to a 
to sign the commercial treaty with Persi 
event of war with the British the Russ 


* Not printed, 








Caucasia. 

11. Daghestan—Deserters from Georgia and Azerbaijan have been joining the 
“Greens” in Daghestan, where some 3,500 counter-revolutionaries are collected in 
the mountainous district near Temir Khan Shura. ‘These bands have recently given 
the Soviet authorities considerable trouble by raiding the Grozni-Baku railway. 


Tehran. 


42, With reference to paragraph 14 in last week's summary, Mustaufi-ul- 
Mamiloley oforts to form a Cabinet have so far been unsuccessful 

1. The intelligence branch at Army Headquarters, Tehran, has been reorganised 
into a separate department of the General Staff under the command of Colonel Abdur 
Reza Khan. 

“14, ‘The new Turkish Ambassador, Moheyyedin Pasha, arrived Tehran on the 
7th February, Ho was aiven an unofficial reception outside the gates of the town in 
the garden of Sirdar Mohtashim in Bagh-i:Shah, ‘The reception was of a. pan- 
Tslamic character and was attended by Turkish subjects and Persian pan-Islamists, 
No Armenian Turkish subjects were present. 

‘Speeches of welcome were made by— 

(a) Seyyid Abdul Rahim Kashani, 
(b) Banan Sultan, editor of the newspaver “Mian "” (on behalf of the 
‘“Milyon "” Party, and of the “ Union of Editors”), 


‘The notorious pro-Bolshevik editor, Farokhi, was present, but did not speak. 
‘A pamphlet, printed in Persian, was distributed in the town the day before the 
‘Ambassador's arrival, the translation of which is as follows :— 


“ Arrival of the Honourable Turkish Ambassador, 


Owing to the union and solidarity existing between Mussulmans, particu- 
larly the Islamic countries, the Union of Merchants has resolved to celebrate the 
arrival of the Turkish Ambassador in the garden belonging to Sardar Mohtashim 
Bakhtingi, near the Bagh-i-Shah gate, ‘The merchants re true hosts, must 

ly try and get thre in good time to receive the Turkish Ambassador and 

‘quests Who come to greet him. 

On behalf of the Union of Me 
“Spyyip Appi Raniat KasuAnt.” 


yy received orders on the Oth Febriary from Moscow toissue warning, 
ian subjects in Persia of 18 to 41 years. 
cd by the Russian Legation were held in the Ritssian 
ien’s school in ‘Tehran to collect money for the Germ: 
suffering 
privation at the hands of 
17. Certain properties ‘an Church, Tehran, formerly belonged to the 
old Russian Legation (Csarist). M, Shumyatsky obtained a permit trom the Persian 
tuthorities to Fegain possession of these articles. ‘The Russian clergy in Tehran 
supported: by their ‘congregation, who are ti-Bolshevik, refused to hand the 
articles over. However, the Russian consul, with the assistance of a detachment of 
Persian polive, raided the Church buildings on the 7th February and removed all the 
contents, including the private belongings of the priests from their apartments. ‘The 
auti-Bolshevik Russian community has protested to the Persian Government against 
this destruction of their Church property, and is looking for another building in 
which to reopen the Chure! 
48, A source of information usually reliable reports that— 


(a) Moheyyedin Pasha is anxious to have a Turkish wireless station erected in 
‘Pehran for direct communication with Angora, 


) Mohieyyedin Basha brought with him a sum oF 20,000 liras in gold and notes. 

(03 The ‘rkish military attaché has asked Jemil Bey (a Turk who has been 
Nvorking as a Kemalist agent in ‘Tehran for some time past, and is now 
Attached to the staff of the Turkish Legation) to give him any detailed 
information he ean about the British military attaché. 

(2) Mobeyyedtn Pasha had an interview on the 9th February with Fuad, an 


‘Arab (Brench subject) employed as layer by the Imperial Ottoman 
Bank, and asked him to be his secret political agent. Fuad stated after 
the interview that he had known Moheyyedin Pasha formerly in Egypt. 


11 


19. The local press, subsidised by the Russian Legati 

I a y tion, continues to publish 
jonal anti-Britich articles, An example is given it fs at 
SSE SSG Bianenra grat si directed 


Bandar Abbas. 


20. Two hundred Persian infantry left Ker 
Bandar Abbas. The gacrison at Bandar Abbas i 
officer commanding, Kerman, 


nan the first week in January for 
placed under the command of the 


Yeed. 


21. ‘The strength of the Persian troops in the Y i 
ee reng! Ops. ezd Province is reporte 
500 infaatey, lty cavalry and tro gone, “Distibacon as folowes= 
Yerd : Officer commanding district and staff; 300 ints 
d ig district + B00 infantry, 20 cavalry. 
Ardistan: 2 officers; 24 infantry, 4 caval garretts 
n: Bofficers; 20 infantr 


Shahrbabal 
Rafsinjan ; 
On road guard duties: 100 infantry, 9 cavalr 

‘There is a military hospital at Yerd 

_ The officer commanding troops Yezd! Province is 
officer has recently: been ordered to collect recrnits, 
despatched to Abarghn, 

Officers and othier ranks who were formerly in the South Persia Rifles 
reported to he much dissatisfied with their present pay, and the quality of thes 
equipment. ‘They say that when they were in the South Persia Ris, they wore able 
‘0 save some of their pay; now their savings are all gone, and they see no hope o! 
being able to save in the future, ey eee 

M, SAUNDERS, Lieutonant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 


‘awar Sadegh Khan; this 
d-a recruiting party has beon 


a 
P 





E 8185/75/34] No, 70. 


Gia The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran). 
Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 26, 1923 
Your AieramiNoese Lesa tetera iea ae ey IES 
_ You may act ax you suggest regarding Tehran-Khanikin tino, hut should make 
offer to Persian Government part of general settlement which was outlined in my 
telegram No. 174 of 1ith June, 1922, and which you are now authorised to nevotinte, 
You should, however, make it plain to Persian Government that His Majesty's 
Government are formally acquieseing only. in, their resumption of contol of 'Tehran— 
Khanikin live, which they hnd before British forees took it over, and are not abandoning 
right of Iudo-Buropean Telegraph Department under article 16'of agrooment of 1872 to 
resume control at future date if desired. 
Treastiry ares to waive claim for cost of improvements in Meshed-Seistan line, 





[EB 3033/2745/34) No. 71. 


ago The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Leliran). 
‘Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, March 26, 1928, 
"FOUR telogeam No, 81 of 20th March : German ian ateentel EER, 
If German Minister's hands wore not free, T do not apprusiate.objest of his 
original enquiry. 
Tdo not intend to take action in Berlin, German Minister ki ows, and 
must do what he likes in the matter, eta 





* Not printed. 





[E 3111/207/34] 
Foreign Office to Persian Railicays Syndicate (Limited). 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 28, 1023. 

T AM directed by the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to acknowledge the receipt 
‘of your letter of the Zist instant respecting the desire of your syndicate to offer the 
Persian Government a linge loan secured on Persia's available resources, and partly 
earmarked for the purpose of railway construction in Persia as described in the enclosure 
in your letter of the 10th August, 19: 

2, The special circumstances set forth in your letter have received the earnest 
consideration of the Secretary of State, who has no alternative, so long as tho Persian 
Government make no serious effort to mect. their financial obligations to His Majesty's 
Government, but to regard with disapproval any attempt by Persia to alienate further 
resources to Which His Majesty’s Government may have to lay claim. 

3, i these circumstances, Lord Curzon regrets that he is unable to alter the 
decision already conveyed to you in my letters of the 2nd September, 1922, and the 
7th March, 

Tam, & 
LANCELOT OLIPH 





[3 9410/77/94) No. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received April 3.) 


(No. 88. Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, February 24, \ 

T HAD the honour to inform your Lordship by my telegram No, 28 of the 26th 
January last of the fall of Kawam-es-Sultanch’s Cabinet. As your Lordship is 
invare from my previous reports, the Government of Kawam-es-Sultaneh had been 
shaky for some time past. In the first place, there was a growing dissatisfaction 
with his Highness's conduct of affairs in the Medjliss and with his failure to come to 
tn Agreement with the Sovict Government on commercial and economic matters. 
Secondly, there was the actual pressure brought to bear by the demand of the 
Tlussian ropresentative for the resignation of his Highness's Government and 
M, Shumiatsky’s action in breaking off relations with him, ‘This Russian pressure, 
however, cut both ways; on the one hand, it gave some of Kawam-es-Sultaneh's more 
unscrupnlons political opponents a fresh'stick with which to beat him; on the other 
hand, tt rallied to his support a considerable number of patriotic-minded Persians, 
who atrongly objected to the fall of the Persian Government under direct foreign 
pressure. In my opinion, the net result of the Russian action was to prolong the lite 
ee Kawam-es-Sultanch’s Government beyond the span which it would otherwise have 
attained, for this overt foreign interference in Persian domestic affairs retarded, 
oven if if did not altogether arrest, the defections from the majority party supporting 
FKawam-es-Sultanch to the minority coalition, whose bond of common interest was 
the desive to, eject his Highness ftom offe, | Had the Russian pressure not, been 
exerted T believe that Kawam-es-Sultanch’s majority would have disintegrated at, a 
much earlier date; as it was, he fell after the rupture of relations with the Soviet 
Togation, which continued for six or seven weeks without any conspicuous detriment 
to Persia, and at a moment when the state of rupture had lost. both its novelty and 
its nonteness; thus the Persians felt that they hiad sufficiently demonstrated that the 
Cabinet crisis was not due to foreign pressure but to internal reasons. The singular 
feature of the Russian attitude was the belief, which T understand is held even to-day 
by M. Shumiatsky, that Kawam-esSultanch and his Government. were completely 
Anglophil and that their policy was to all intents,and purposes dictated from this 
Togation,, Teed hardly remind your Lordship of the reports which T bave addressed 
to you during Kawam-ee-Sultaneh’s second term of office in order to show what a 
complete travesty of the actual cireumstances this view represents, 

During the ten weeks which preceded the fall of Kawam-es-Sultaneh it became 
increasingly obvious that Mstauf-uleMamaleke would be his successor; Mushir-ed- 
Dowieh's Government in the earlier part of 1922 had not been a great success, and, 
Althongh this statesman still enjoys considerable personal credit in the Medjliss, T 
could not detect any movement in fayour of his being asked to resume office except in 
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the absence of other reasonable alternatives; mor 
he absence of o i ; moreover, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek has not 
held substantive office since 1918, and, according to Persian ideas of rotation, it was 
about his turn to have another try. At the same time, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek does not 
Posess a strong personal following in the Parliament because, althongh a member of 
. he has only attended one of its sittings, and has not « i fo 
ty he as only attended one of is sittings, and has not concealed his contempt for 
T have myself foreseen for a good many months i 
é i ag ny months past the likelihood of 
Mustanfi-ul-Mamalek’s return to office, and, as 1 ttabliahed iendly personal 
relations with him soon after my arrival, [have seen him from time to time during 
the past year, and used these opportunities to have a full exchange of views with him 
on the position of affairs in Pe T found that his Highness had modified in a 


very marked degree the views which he is understood to have held when he w 
very mache degre the view have held when he was last 


es the necessity f 
‘ain and of replacing 


has changed 
T can gather 
s lest he sliould, in the even taking office, 
d ich were derogatory to the dignity of the Bersian 
Government and to the independence of his country, "I think T have succeeded. in 
dispelling these extraordinary apprehensions, but T mention them in order to show 
how deep the conviction has sunk into the minds even of enlightened Persians that 
Great Britain harbours designs against the independence of this country and desir 
to bring it to w state of actual, if not nominal, dependence, While therefore 
continuing the attitude of complete aloofness from Persian internal polities which 
hs received your Lordship’s approval on several previous occasions, I watched with 
ympathy the growing movement in favour of Mustauficul-Mamalek, 1 was aware 
from his previousrecord that he was unlikely tobe the author of any vigorous construc- 
tive policy, but I felt that even soa Government under his presidency would be more 
fayonrabfo than that of Kawam-es-Sultanch, and could be hardly less effective than 
that of Mushir-ed-Dowleh: if there was bond to be a change—and I think it was 
inevitable—a Mustanfi-ul-Mamalek Government might be better than a Kawam: 
Snltanch Government and could not be worse; it would certainly be friendly at heart 
and it would unquestionably be more sincere. : ke 
_ On the 20th instant Mustauficul-Mamalek came to see me, as T hind expressed tho 
desire on the occasion of his official reception of the foreign representatives to have a 
s of mutual interest to the two Government: 
not leave my house till 14... During this 
h a number of matters requiring, settlement, of which 1 
mention a few of the more important ones, 


Tariff 

T have acquainted your Lordship with the purport of this question in my 
telegram No. B4 of the 22nd instant, and for the moment have nothing to. ad 
thereto. 


2. Telegraphs. 
<plained to his Highness the present position of affairs, and urged the 
desirability of settling these various questions, which had dragged on for « long time 
to the advantage of no one. I told him, moreover, that, so long’as the Persian 
negotiators approached the matter with a'sincere desire to reach a mutually satis- 
tory settlement, and did not, as had been the case with Mushir-ed-Dowleh's 
Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraph, expect complete satisfaction to be granted to all 
the Persian claims before British desiderata were even discussed, anticipated no 
difficulty in securing a settlement, ‘The Prime Minister promised to instruct: the 
Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraph as soon as he was appointed to examine the matter 
ith a view to immediate negotiation 


3. Press, 
sed the deplorable influence which the Persian press, as at 


resent constituted, exercised. I made a number of suggestions in regard to means 
W which it might be improved and regulated, to which his Highness listened with 
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every attention. He considers, however, that the matter is one which bristles with 
practical difficulties; he promised me, however, to think it over very seriously, and 
assured me that he would see what could be done by the Government to give public 
opinion a better direction, 





4. Persian Debt to His Majesty's Government. 


[have reported on this matter in my telegram No. 30 of the Sth instant. 

After dealing with these and a few other matters of less importance, I turned 
the Conversation into more general terms, I said that, as his Highness had not 
visited Western Europe for a considerable number of years, it was probably dificult 
for him to appreciate the conditions which had arisen since the conclusion of the 
great war or the strength of public opinion in certain guiding, matters of inter. 
Tlational relations and polities, Persians seemed to regard the ambitions and 
rivalries of the Great Powers as characteristic of a lust of conquest and of territorial 
‘Aggrandisement; no doubt there had been a period in the history of the development 
of the great modern States which could be described as n race for territorial acquisi~ 
tions; Y earnestly requested his Highness to believe that, however that might be, the 
race for conquest was at-an end, ard, most of all, that that was the case as regards 
my own country. People seemed to think, for instance, that Great Britain was 
reaping grent honefits by the mandate which she had undertaken in Trak, ‘The 
tise contrary was the case, My country in this respect had assumed enormous 
Obligations, which it would tax. us tothe ikmost to fulfil; ve had undertaken the 
gigantic task of educating a section of the great Arab race in the path of self-govern 
nent and of lifting a vast tract of country out of a state of misery and stagnation 
into one of welfare and world progress.” From another point of view, conditions 
how were very different from what had been anticipated at the time the armistice 
{vas signed in November 1918, ‘The victorious States were then borne up on a ware 
Of Kiberal enthusinsms; they felt that they had struck down the greatest enemy the 
World has ever sen of the Ubertios of mankind, and they were eager that all the 
vorld should share the benefit of their victory. 2 
World sho athe hard realities had made themselves felt; the victors themselves 
syere sorely stricken; each was en dificult struggle for the preservation of 
its own existence, and, mpilses were still undimmed, 
the means of giving effect to thi One of the manifestations 
of the British enthusi - 
thought best to denounce that agreement, and the inc 
history, which I did not wish to rake up. 
tnind it was more than. doubtful whether Hi 











































































Majesty's Gove 







Circumstances be persuaded to undertake again the obligations w . " 
fon prepared co assume, and this totally apart from the manner in which British 
interests had since been treated in this country. 





So far as one could judge from the expressions of Persian public opinion, 
Persians were ina perpetval state of nervous apprehension lest Great Britain should 
become too mich interested in this country, I begged his Highness to acce a 
personal warning that the great danger for Persia, so far as we were concerned, Was 
That Groat Britain should become totally disinterested in her fate, and T felt that, 
tunless there was a radical change of mind in this country, that unfortunate result 
might actually come about, T think that this observation made a considerable 
impression on Mustandi-ul-Mamalek, but that he felt genuinely ashamed of the way in 
Wh we have been treated of late in this country, and did not particularly wish to 
Yiseuss the matter, He certainly made no attempt to defend the attitude of his 
a eee the conversation Mustanfi-ul-Mamalek told me that he had not been 
av all ansious to take office; the position of Prime Minister in this country was no 
Sincere, it meant endless worry and bother and he did not honestly feel that hi 
health was likely: to stand the strain for' any considerable period: he had, however, 
avgepted it on this oceasion for one solitary purpose, and that was to endow: Persia 
with a railway. Tt was his fixed resolve to, put this| matter through during. his 
present term of office and if he failed it would not be through any relaxation of b 
Fesolve, Hee explained to me his conviction that Persia could not carry on as she was 
without establishing close contact and easy communication with the outer world and 
With Western civilisation in particular, and. this, for moral as, well as material 
teasons: if, he said, a wall were built round Persia and all outside influences were 
Sealnded be was perfectly well aware that Persia could not exist and would peri 
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T expressed my hearty concurrence in the conclusions which his Highness had 
reached in this connection and I explained to him broadly the’ present situation as 
regards the options of the Persian Reilways Syndicate and the reasons for which, in 
my opinion, Persia would be well advised fo build the railway from the Irak frontier 
as the first section of her future system. I thought it extraordinary that when there 
was a first-class syndicate ready to construct a railway for the Persian Government, 
a railway, moreover, which did not have very brilliant prospects of being remunera 
tive for a long time to come, the opportunity of establishing this all-important wi 
of communication was not seized by Persia with alacvity. had, however, been long 
enough ip this country to understand that the reluctance to close with the offer of 
the Persian Railways Syndicate was due to fear of the railway being used as an 
instrument of British political penetration. I had no sympathy iith this apprehen. 
sion and I was convinced that it was entirely withont justification, ‘The commercial 
possibilities of the project were the ones which interested its promoters; if, how- 
ever, the Persian Government seriously needed some guarantee against possible 
political consequences, why did it not state the nature of the guarantees which would 
satisfy it? For instance. would American participation in the line be regarded as 
an adequate guarantee! It seemed to me myself a perfectly sufficient and reasonable 
one, and 1 understood that the syndicate would not be averse from American 
participation, ‘The Prime Minister said that so far as he was personally concer 
he saw no objection to the railway being constructed by British capital and Brit 
enterprise; he felt quite certain, however, that stances in. Pen 
Would be impossible to secure the accepta the Medjlis 
repeated the question which many Pe to tithe have put to me, 
whether the British character of the undertaking could not be camouflaged and given 
some kind of international aspect. 1 replied to his Highness that this suggestion 
nvayed to my mind a strong impression that Persia was not prepared to have the 
courage of her ft s. She was requesting British enterprise to render her a 
service and at the same time asking that it should appear in another name, We were 
not ashamed of our undertakings in this country or indeed in any other part of the 
world, we were in no particular hurry to construct this railway, but we realised ow 
greatly Persia herselt had need of it, From another point of view 1 enquired who 
likely to invest sian railways? T could hardly suppose that 
vench, Belgian, Italian, Rus rman or Turkish eapital could or would be 
found to participate, quite apart from bility of stich participation in some 
of the cases which T had mentioned: ve remained American capital, 1 would 
gree with his Highness that American participation was a possibility, and TL had 
indeed myseli been the first to mention that possibility. I took leave to doubt, how. 
ver, whether his Highness fully understood the attitude to-day of American capital 
towards Persia, J uo experience of Susiness undertakings in this 
country and had little if any knowledge of the country itself, its institutions or its 
possibilities of stability, ‘Therefore there was an evident hesitancy on the part of 
America to invest money here His Highness must, for instance, have noticed, in 
nnection with the Northern Oil negotiations, that whereas the St 
Company had been willing to undertake the concession in conjunet 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, the hesitation of tlie former company to go on with the 
concession after the latter company had disappeared out of the p d been, 
very marked. ‘The impression which I had very strongly was that American capital 
was waiting on a British lead, it would follow good British money into the 
Persian market, but it showed io present sign of wishing to launch out in Persia on 
its own account. 
Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek thanked me for this explanation and admitted the justice 
of my observations regarding Persia's attitude towards ourselves, He said that what 
he wanted was results, and if some modifications of form were required in order to 
tain the substance, he hoped that he would be ready to fall in with any reasonable 
plan, He nevertheless expressed serious doubts whether any combination of a satis- 
factory character would be accepted by the present Medjliss, He undertook, however, 
to sound that assembly personally and informally in order to ascertain whether it 
Would agree to the basis of an Anglo-American company; if he found that the sense 
Of the assembly was adverse to that solution he intended to suspend all further 
Siseussion of the project until the elections hnd taken place and the now Majliss 
assembled, which would probably be in October or November, 
His Highness also saw enother objection to a purely British company, and that 
Russian demand for a similar privilege. His Highness seemed td share the 
{10708 



























































































h the 

























































































116 


[eit which I have found in the minds of a great many Persians that a refusal to any 
Russian demand, however unreasonable, is going to provoke armed action by Russia 
Which Persia will be unable to resist. From such knowledge as T possessed of condi 
tions im Soviet Russia to-day and the capacity of the Soviet Government to conduct, 
an aggressive policy based on executable threats of military action, I endeavoured to 
allay the Prime Minister's apprehensions in. this respect, but I fear without very 
much result, ‘These, however, are matters which Sardar Sepah understands mad 
better than the Persian politicians and he will no doubt in due course explain his 
own ideas to Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek on the subject, 

On the whole I consider the formation of the present Government a step in 
evolution towards British connection for Persia. Your Lordship is well aware that 
it is idle to expect the formation of a perfect Persian Government; T do not, however, 
think that, given the cireumstances and the deplorable lack of statesmanship or even 
clear thinking, this Government is-as good a one as we could expect. 

I am sending copies of this despatch to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's Commissioner at Bagdad 











T have, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 





[E 9419/71/34] No. 74. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received April 3.) 


No, 90, Secret.) 
My Lord, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordsh 
boon addressed to me by the milit i 
result of enquiries which he made 
respeoting an alloged Turkish mi corganise the E 

It is gatistuctory. t staif has no intention whatev 
employing ‘Turkish militury advisers, I may add that the language employed by 
General Amanulla Mirza in this connection corresponds exactly with that which was 

tome at a recent interview by the Persian Minister for War, who told me 
dency, that_he regarded the Dirks as Persia’s most inveterate and implacabl 
enemy, Reva Khan said he was well aware of Turkish talle taking ‘ou 
Hamadan and “our” Tabriz, and expressed a firm resolve to. 1 such Tu 
Scliemes of aggrandisement at Persia's expense, 


Pehran, February 24, 

r copy of a despatch whi 

attaché to Hs Majeaty’s, Legation ropo 
ction of the 





































Thave, &e, 
PERCY LOMA 





Enclosure in No, 74, 


Licwtenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P. Loraine 

(Seoret.) 
Sin, Tehran, February 19, 1923, 

WITH. regard: to information (scret) recived by me on the Lath Rebruary 
fiom the War Offies that a Turkish techiieal aud military mission is to accompany 
Moheyyedin Pasha to Tehran to be employed in the reorganisation of the Pors 
Uhaye' the honour to state that uo such mission has yet arrived lire, 

According to your instructions, T sounded General Amanulla Mirza this morning 
ou the possibilty of the employment of forvign advisers again with the Persian artays 
He assurad me that the War Minister was opposed defintely to the employment of 
foreign oflicsrs of whatover nationality in the Persivn army in any capacity, and later 
in digcussing Turkish relations he stated: “As you know, we detest aud iistrast the 
‘Curks, and they would be the last people we would turn to for auy form of assistance 
for our army.” 

























T have, &e, 
M. SAUNDERS, British Military Attaché. 






















[E 3607/69/34) No. 75, 







SirP. Toraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receiced April 9}) 


(No. 93. Secret.) 
My Lord, 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lords! 


Summary No. 7 for the week ending the 18th I 
military attaché to this Legation 









Tehran, February 27, 1923. 
p herewith copy of Intelligence 
‘ebruary, 1923, compiled by. the 

















T have, & 
PERCY LORAINE 
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Enelosn 












(Secret.) 






So TT 


Intelligence Summary No.7 for Week ending February 18, 1923, 






Gilan 






THE officer commanding Pe 
h 





troops in Gilan, Colonel Mohamed Hussein 

orted to the Minister of War the’ presetice of Soviet terror 

Enzeli, and has urged the necessity of drastic 

measures n to suppress these, Since his al Resht the situation 
jn the province has considerably impro 

2. During his stay in Resht, the Tu oltiy-ed-Din Pasha, paid 

several visits on local Persian officials, Av these interviews he spoke very bitterly 

¢ the British policy in Constantinople, He did not visit M. Apreso! 

n. consul, and was heard to make ve aging, remarks about t 

of Russia and the Russia: 





















































Caucasus 





states that the 
management and 
zerbaijan Republic Oi! Department 
the Moscow Government for oil 


ruin 
ening, owing to bad 


















(Azneft) is owed 40 million gold roubles by 
delivered to Moscow 

4, The Russian Foreign Trad 
ged with the All-Russia Sugar 














Dopartment (Vneshtorg) branch at Baku has 
ust for the sole right to sell Russian sugar in 






























Tifis—The Swiss trader, mentioned in paragraph above, recently visited 

paints av Picture of the state of affairs throughout 
asia, where trade is stagnant, the people thoroughly discontented. and 
financial chaos prevails. He states thi is yeneral dissatisfaction amongst the 
Jabouring and agricultural classes, who have, however, no heart or courage to rise 
against the Cot 
























r situation, he states that everyone con 
the Turks are playing with the Bolsheviks, and are only endeavou ng to get asm 
out of the Soviet Government as possible, and that there is no love lost betw 
tivo peoples. 

He adds that the Germans nscaticasia have no faith in the Russo-German 
Trade Agreement, and are deriving no benefit from it, complain that they 
can only obtain goods with great difficulty, and permission to forward goods in 
transit to Persia is persistently refused by the Soviet authorities 

He was unable to give detailed information regarding dispositions of Soviet 
troops, but states that fresh troops from Russia have been brought to the Canieasus, 
and that a general improvement in the clothing and equipment of the Red army i4 
noticeable, 
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Kazein. 








6. Minkin, Russian vice-consul at Kazvin, received orde 
from Shumyatsky to pay 200 tomans a month to Seyvid / 
Hewspaper “Rad,” which in future is to publish Rus 
supplied by the Russian cons 


















us 
Hamadan, 


Ks ihe following consignment of arms and munitions left ‘Tehran by carriage 
on the 18th February for Hamadan for the 8rd (Hamaday) Diver 2 
Four mountain guns. 
Bight machine guns 
. [ boxes} 


Aig, General Officer Commanding Hamadan Division has been instructed by the 
War Minister to make greater efforts to bring his divin up to strength, 


Kermanshak 


B: Anformation trom a reliable source states that « Persian of Ken anshah, by 
name Khanat Zadeh, has sent Shumyatsky through the Russian consul, 
Aermanshih, to organise a Persian Communist Party te i ah, and asked 
for funds for the purpose, Shi y has replied through the Russian consul that 
he is willing to provide money after the party hine bern organised, 

9, The War Minister co to receive reports from the officer commanding 
ices at Kermanshah reporting intrigues by Sheikh Mahmucd amongst Kurdish 
tribes on the Persian side of the frontier 


Tohran, 


10. Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek formed the following Cabinet on the 15th February 

‘after considerable delay 

Prime Minister of Interio, 

Minister for Fore Zuka-ul-Mulk. 

Minister of War : Sardar Sipah (Reza Khan) 

Minister of Justice; Mumtaz-ul-Mull 

Minister of Education: Mohtasham-es-Sultanch 

Minjstor of Public Works: Not vet appointed 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphis: Not yet appointed 


‘The general opi eld in the city is that the Cab 
tnajority. supporting it in the Medjli 
Cabinet is expected to be of sho 
M1. On the 10th February, under instructions 
(first seoretary, Russian Legation) visited Must 
that the Russian Legation ceived 
the British consul at Tabriz, had 
M val at { 


I-Mamalek. 


at as the Ri 

1 the point at the Lausanne 

Shiumyatsky presumed that the Persian 

Kurdistan independent (a part of Kurdistan bel 

),,he therefore hoped the Persian Gove would take measures 

Hoel aed this movement organised by the British,  Mustauf rephod west he 

would sond telegraphic instruction ange the Governor-General at ‘Tabriz to 

{erify the report, and would ask Reza Khan to telegraph to the offeer cone ng 

rity to aetiz for, measures to be taken immediately through the Goren g 
Urinia to arrest such people as anti-Government revolut 

found there, 


Comment —It is true that Mr, Monypenny visited Urmia recently, but the re 
Of his intrigue with the Kurds is a fabrieation on the part of the Iea 
‘o'make capital of his visit for purposes of anti-British propagante 


12. A Legation guard of five Turkish soldiers in Nationalist uniform 
th Mohiy-ed-Din Pasha and have commenced their duties at chew 
whioh hitherto had a guard of Persian police 
Hiparhe frst secretary at tho ‘Turkish Legation is named Hassan Bey, with 
ssi Bey as clerk and interpreter, No details are known regarding the past hi 
of these two individuals, 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Cotonel, 
Military Attaché: 
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E 3609/69/34) No. 76, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedteston —(Revvived Aprit 9.) 


(No. 99, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, Rebruary 27, 1 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to vour Lordship herewith copy of Intell 
Summary No. 8 for the week ending the 24th Keune compiled by the m 
attaché to this Legation, 


Enclosus 
(Secret.) 
, Intelligence Summary No. 8 for Week ending Rebruary 24, 1923, 
Gilan 

MUSTAUFLUL ALEK, the new Prime Minister, proposes 
Nayer-es-Sultan, the pro-Russian Governor of Gilan, bat Inenate TO 8 
Join wher table individual to replace him, In the’ meantime, NayevessSol cy ay 
doing what he can to prevent the officer command ig Persian troops in Gilan from 
PAIRS measures to suppress revolutionary Communist activities aed i prea 

he Minister to remove the Kai mazar and the Reis-i-Adlich (Chief Justice) of the 

*ytoth of sshom the Russian authorities desire to have replaced 

The Russian Enzelii stated recently that an aerial courier 
service from Baku to 1 ng organised, and will soon be put into operation 
There are no signs of prepa of either landing grounds or hangars at Enzeli, 
Resht or Tehran, so no reliance can be glaeed 

3. A report from Enzeli, dated the 17th F 
had been issued in Russia for a gener ition. No confirmation of t 
{rom other sources has vet been received, though reports trom F uzeli, dated the 23rd 
February, state that all nayal details re being recalled to their units, 

4 The greatest difculty is being experienced by travellers desinage of tr ing 
jetween Baku and Enzeli, owing to Russian precautions against pionage. ‘Travel: 
lors are closely. questioned and rigorously. searched by the Sovee eat horities on 
embarkation, and before receiving visas to passports huve to tive subst jal guaran: 
tees to the Russian consul, On arrival at Baku, travellers are Kept under close 
eemation. “A suspected person is immediately detained by the © Tehiekac' and ns 
informant states that should conviction follany te as procedure adopted now is 
{confine the prisoner in a refrigerator until he dies of cal Informar adds that 
jus. Punishment is now inflicted on persons tiying to smuggle gold or aver ane 
Rossi trafic the Soviet authorities are determitied to stop. 

5. Three hundred and seventy new recruits have been enrolled at Reaht in the 
Persian forces during the past two months, 


Azerbaijan. 

§. Ardebil— Friction has again arisen between the Shahsevans and the Persian 
uthotities in the Ardebil area, necessitating the despatch of reinforcements to the 
Ardebil garrison trom Tabriz, A few skirmishes hetween P 
wibesmen have taken place and resulted in the capture by the 
chief of the Alardlu section of Shabsevans, who was sent to 
executed. His execution has caused gi 
doubtless be a salutary lesson. 

he General Officer Commanding ‘Tabriz Division is takit i; ecessiiry steps to. 
vrevant the recurrence of raids by Shahsevans on the Tabriz-Razvin rend, shin 
\isually take place annually in the spring. 


Transcaucasia, 


ean tuber of olficers, whose loyalty to the Commumst Party was suspected, 
have been discharged from the Cancasus army and sent to the interior of ice 
Femiin under strict surveillance. ‘The Soviet authorities are 1 
Connter-revolutionary outbreaks in the Caucasus, heuce this fresh “combing out "of 
Persons likely to be troublesome to them. 
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8. To give timely notice to the Persian people of the fortheoming elections for the 
Medias, 

4, To introduce legislation for conscripting an army and for supplying it with 
recruits und with arms, ammunition and aeroplanes. 

5. To put through the northern oil concession, to give Persia railways, and to 
establish a proper system of motor roads on which motor transport. can be 
tatablished, with tha help of exporl adviners Or tho Department of Pubic 
Works, 

6, To prepare a balanced budget for the coming year, to reform the financial 
administration and the Persian Bauk (formerly the Banyue d’Escompte, 
which is now controlled by an American adviser), and to pay all arrears of 
silaries due to Government servanta 

7. To further the cause of education by assisting. the State schools and sending 
students to Europe. 

8, To reform the Departwment of Justice and the Criminal Cod 
legislation for the punishment of Ministers and th 
newspaper editore, 


nd to introduce 
trial by jury of 








I am sending copies of this despatch to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad. 


Thave, ke, 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[1B 9428/246/34) No. 78 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Reecived April 3.) 


(No. 98.) 
Tehran, Apr 


‘Telegraphic,) 
veo TTeLRD privately to Minister for Foreign Affairs on 8th Mate 
relief’ of British troops now in Gulf by 27th Punj replied on 1s 
March that there were enough Persian forees at Bushire to guaranteo seourity, and 
reiterated request for withdrawal of British troops. Ihave not replied yet, as T hoped 
to got reply to my despatch No, 67. to you. i 

Hushire now telegraphs relief is due 4th April, Tam thi ailing Minister 
foe Foreign Affaire that Persian protest of 21st January was sent to His Majesty's 
Government, and is under their consideration, and that, pending their decision, I fear 
relief arrangements cannot be altered, 

should bo glad of reply by telograpl ton 

ent to India, No. 98, and Bagdad, No. ¢ 


2, 1928, 
impending 























y despatch No. 67. 
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[E 9491/1416/34) No. 79. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received April 3.) 


(No, 94. Secret.) 
(elegruphic.) Tehran, April 

QUESTIONED Mi f War recently about ending of dispute with Bakhtiari 
He suid ho must insist on their paying some 480,000 tomans ag cxnpensation for Shalil 
incident, [said this seomed very heavy fine if, as I sincerely believed, Bakhtiari were 
not responsible. Reply was that his Excelleuey had enough documentary evidence of 
their complicity to hag the lot he hid refrained from strong mesures against them 
partly in view of my advice last autumn, and also to avoid disastrous internal conflict 
‘Also he had sat on evidence because if it were divulged public opinion would have driven 
him to armed action. 

Bakhtiari internal quarrels broke out again violently some two months ago, and 
they have failed to compose them, in spite of my strongly enjoining on them to do so, 
‘Their disunion places them at a complete disadvantage. ‘They are demurring to 
payment requested, . k y x 

Tnow hear from a very confidential source that Minister of War is working out 

ang for military action and he haa sent Chief of General Staff to Isfaban to report on 
focal situation, ‘This may be bluff to frighten Bakhtiari into submission. No troop 


































198 
movements as yet, and T do not consider strong action immi 
novel 3 ‘ sider strong action imminent, but am watching 
situation closely pf Bakhtiar! are really guilty of Shalil, they have forfeited any elaitn 
Ty alee in elute Esaw Minister of War I had already warned kehans, who are 
ee alleen Tehran, that if they rerained dsunited T could nat help them, 
coats, Suy that they. cannot pay, that they are not rebels, that if Doral 
cor aaa choase to send soldiers into Bakhtiari they ean de so, but will cee 


(Repeated to India, No, 28, and Bagdad, 








(E 431/1416/34) No. 80. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston Six P, raine (Te 
ee The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P Loraine (Tehran). 
(Telegrsphic,) 

YOUR telogeam No, 94 of 2nd April: Bakhtiar 

Whole question appears fraught with da 

You will recollect that origi 
excluded by you (se m1 





oreign Office, April 7, 19: 








u Rail ie ae by Bakhtiari was not ent 
ram No, 260 of 221d July). Bvory care must therofers 
be taken not to expose ourselves to any: possible ecusition of breach OF hin (ose 
Penultimate sentence of paragraph # of your telegram Neo 

Your advieo to them in Septembe ve parag 
despatch No, 596 of 
to them again, 
words “ h 
to diss 
friends 




















that you rpeat it 
we consistently.” ty 
ith Reza Khan 


8 Who, after all, aro our 









[E 4077/69/34) No. 81. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquese Curzon of Kedleston,—(Iecoive April 23.) 








(Nou, Sceret,) 
ly Lord, Teliran, March 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship here pat it 


ith ou of Kut 


nl March, 1923, compiled ne 


Summary No, 9 for the week ending. the by the military. 


attaché to this Legation. 





Thave, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


¥ Enclosure in No. 81, 
(Seoret.) 
am Intelligence Summary No. 9 for Week ending Mareh 8, 1923: 
WITH reference to paragraph 1 of Inst week's summary, tho War Minister 
ntly that tie is nor satisfied with the situation” in Gilan, although 
d_ improvement has taken place since the arrival at Resht of Colone] Mahomed 
Hussein Khan as officer commanding troops. He i of opinion that no. real iinprove- 
eut ean be brought about until the pro-Russian Governor, Nayeres-Sultay, has boon 
nuplaced, who is working openly in Bolshevik interests and noutralises th efforts of the 
officer commanding troops to suppress revolutionary activities, ‘The War Minister 
added that he hoped shortly to secure the removal of Nayer-es-Sultan, in spite of the 
Strong support given to him by the Russian Legation in Tehran, 
arrived Pit Of the aks ssnet polite police, an Armenian named. Afehenikot 
arrived at Enzeli on the 18th February, and is staying with an Armenian Communi 
served at Bnzalion ‘ vying with an Armenian Communist 
A Communist reunion was held at the Russian Club in Euzeli on tho 
20th February. The discussion was on the subject: of the political situation and the 
Prospects of war, and the duty of the Communist party in Gilan in the event of the 
outbreak of war, ‘Tho man Afehenikof, mentioned above, made n speech in which he 
‘nipressed on ull the necessity fur giving their whole-hearted support to the party. 
[1o708) R2 
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4, ‘The Cheka rucently arrested the Persian courier who carries the Persian post 
from Baku to Enzeli. He was arrested for suuggling out gold and silver, 
Some twenty Persians are now under arrest in the Cheba at Baku for smuggling. 


Transcaucasia, 


Fhe eet ftom a source, usually: reliable, states that. the following detachment 

from the Daghestan Rifle Division, ex Petrovske left Baku by sail in the divetoc ay 

‘Tiflis on the 22nd February : : 
1,800 infantry, 

225 cavalry, 

1 mountai: 

1 battery of 








under command of Mironof. 








Seinch field-guns, 


Destination was not stated. 

5. ‘An order bas been recently issued for the transfer of thirty to forty members of 
the crew of each war vessel of the Caspian fleet to service on the Black Sen These 
‘men are to be replaced by young recruits, 

7. On the 15th February proceedin, 
officers of the Caspian feet, accused of 
condemned to deatl 

8, A traveller trom Baleu states that the Red army is finding difficul 
competent staff officers, and chat all stall officers, who were serving 
{P18 have been ordered to report for service under threat of severe pil 
they fail to do so, 











were begun in Baku against some forty 
smuggling. Several of these have been 











securing 
iS such before 
snent should 








Tehran, 
9 With reference to paragraph 10, Intelligence Summary No. 7 
18th February, the posts of Minister of Public’ Works 
Telographs have nov yet been filled, though there arm pl 
‘Yucancies, 
10. Mustaufivel-Mamalile announe 
27th February, in the following, corn 





dated the 
nd Minister of Posts and 
ty of candidates for both 











his programme to the Medjliss on the 





(a) To maintain good relatious with all foreign Governments, 
(b.) To werange postal conventions with Russia and Afghanistan, and @ commoreial 
yo maa i Tu 

(c.) To notify the publie in good time concerni 

ae for the Med 

(4.) To frame laws for conscription for the army, and t 
supply of modern arms and munitions, also the provision of aeroplanes 

(e.) To take'steps for the construction of railways in Persi and the construction 
of a proper system of motor roads, utilising the assistance of export 
aulvisers for the Ministry of Public Works. ‘To bring noyotiattons 
tugarding the Northern Oil Concession to w sutistuctory conclusion 

(f-) Yo retorm the financial ‘administration, to prepare a budget for the coming 
Yer to reform the Persian Bank, and to pay all atrears of salary duo te 
Government employ 

(¢.) To improve education by assisting the Government schools and by sen 
stuilents to study in Europe, 

(i,) To introduce reforms in the Ministry of Justice, to revise the o 
tourrange for the trial by jury of newspyper editors, and to 

for the punishment: of Ministars 








if urranigements for the forthcoming 





ange an adequate 





























inal code, 
ntroduce laws 









Comments. 


(7.) With reference to (b), the Russian members of commission to discuss postal 
matters are reported to be leaving Moscow in a few days for Tehran. 
Commercial neotiations have been reopened in Moscow by the head of 
the Persian trade delegation, Taghi Zadeh, s 

(2.) With referenes to (d), the Wat Minister realises that. the present Bonitcheh 
systom of ‘raisin rvcruite is quite unsotishictory, and’ is anxious for « 
Droper system of consctiption tobe introduced. ‘The Bonitehel system is 
‘one under which each village, district or tribe is obliged to furnish & certain 

+ quota of recruits proportiouate to the amount of its revenue assessment. 
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Turkite Turkish Atubassador, Moboyyedin Pasha, held his frst offeial roception at 
Moimrtish Bibnery on the 26th February, ‘This waa attonded ty eee 
Ministers and most of the Government officals. The Reesiast ns Afgloe Mioutats 
attended, accompanied by their staffs, 

12. A strike of pol city took placo on the Ist March, as a protest against 
jpg iture of Government to pay several months baok-pay due to thane eee 
hours on. trike, the men returned to work on bsing threatened sim aol by thie 


troops Rive strike leaders were subsequently. imprisowed nel tiventy-tive others 
dismissed from the servi 


sie Sivas Hashim Khan, the editor of the Persian newsp * Watan,” reesives 


W,of 150 tomans monthly, from Shumyatskky, on condition that the howspaper 
hes propaganda in favour of the Russias, 

Fobrnary eat, Rewapaper “Tkdan” was suppressed by the polige on the 
24th Kebruary for the publication of offensive articles against the Prine Nt 


15; Examples of anti-British propaganda, appearing in the local press, 
the appendix. 
























Astarabad. 





#, the Russian consul at: Astarabad, on handing over the consulate to 
AY (Gee paragraph 20 of last weeks summary), has beet ordered to proceed to 
Moscow to report to the Commissariat fur. Foreign flies 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

British Mititary Auaché, 














Tehran, March 4, 1 





[ 9611/90/34) No, 82, 


Sir P. Laraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received. April 9.) 
(No. 118.) 

My Lond, Vehran, March 15, 1923, 

1 HAVE ‘the hoon to acknowledge rvowipt of the copy of Lord D’Absrnea'a 
despatch No. 982 of the 28th December whieh your Lordalip was’ 50 yooe wane 
forward to me iu your despatch No, 25 of the 9th danuary. 

The new German Minister at this Court, Count F. W. Schulenburg, arrived! here 
in the middlo of January during’ the Cabinet erisis enused hy the fall ot Kawamiers 
Sultaneb. This circumstance, coupled with x delay in the arrival of hie 
flaca! Count Schulenburg ina rather awkward position, as it waa difficult f 
hold his oficial reception unless it could bo attended by responsible Bersian Ministers 
Count Schulenburg was evidently anxious, however, not to postpone malting my 
agiusintanee until that ceremony, for hie soon sought a private interview with mo, 
which naturally granted. On that occasion he sought my adviee about this dilemma, 
and T expressed the view that he should arrango with MustauficuleMamatok, who hed 
meanwhile been charged with the formation of a Government, to have his reevimento 
after the Cabinet had been presented to tho Medjliss, but before the Prime Munster hela 
bis own reception, on taking cllce, for the foreign envoys, Count, Schulenburg was 
sratefil Yor this suggestion, which mot his difficulty, and he adopted it, 
_,__ For the rest of the interview and during the return visit which 1 paid to him, 
Count Schulenburg was evidently acting on the instructions quoted by Lord D'Abernon, 
though the did not actually inention them. He asgured me. that personally he had 

hays been against tho policy pursued by the Imperial German Government jn the 
Middle East before the war; however that might be, the policy: had been altogether 
abandoned, and indeed, for material reasons, Germany had no choice but to abandon 
In any case, he said, he had no intention’ whatever of seeking to play any political 
thle oF to obtain any political influence. T expressed my satisfustion at his resclve und 
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the conviction tliat the course he had outlined was far the wisest one to pursue. 
T pointed out that what we wanted was that this conntry should settle down quietly 
and govern itself decently; in that case we conld do business with Persia, which was 
what we desired, and so for that matter could others. A. pacifying policy was therefore 
recommendable in everyone's interest, but if fresh politieal cross-currents were set in 
motion we should only drift farther away from our goal. , ; 

‘We then proceeded to discus Russian policy in this country, a subject on which 
my German colleague showed himself’ a competent observer and a shrewd judge. He 
had, T found, the advantage of a long residence in Russia and Transcaucasia, and also 
of an interview in Berlin with Chicherin prior to his departure. His most intersting 
observation was that Russian poliey in this part of the world was dictated by a blind, 
unreasoning and actually hysterical fear of being attacked by Great Britain, The 
Russian could not believe that His Majesty's Government were not st every 
nerve to create a situation here disadvantageous to Russia, und every indication of an 
increase of British influence threw them into fits. ‘The | Russians, he said, bad 
often suffered from this complaint, but with the Bolsheviks it was ten’ times wor 
‘This view of course does not cover the whole ground, but it coincides with much that L 
have myself observed, and is, | think, substantially correct as fur as it goes. 

As Connt Schulenburg’s attitude seemed entirely frienily and loyal, I enlisted his 
support in’ solving the problem of the Angora Ambassador's recoption at the Shah's 
Noni reception, and he has been so gooilas to act as an intermediary in the matter 
betweon myself’ and Mubieddin Pasha, with whom Iain of course not’ yet acquainted, 
Tasked him to explain the situation to the Ambassador and to put out that although 
neither I'uor my Allied colleagues could allow him to act as our spokesman in present 
cirenmstances, I hoped that frictionless solution could be found, and what [ 

articularly wished was to avoid splitting the Diplomatic Body: into two camps. 
Cousit, Schulenburg has evidently acquitted himself of this mission with tact. and 
dinorotion ; ho convineed Muboddin Pasha of the undasirability of forcing. the issue in 
any way or of ere ident, but found great difficulty in getting him to take a 


decision, His efforts, however, of which ho has from time to time given me an ac 
iy successful in the end, for Llearnt yesterday from the Minister for Foreign 
that, th assaclor has asked to “be recoived separately by His Imperial 


Majesty at Noru: French cclleague is especially gratified at this issue having 
been found out of a possibly awkward situation. 

Tam thus encouraged to think, both by what has happened and by my personal 
impressions, that Count Schulenbutg will prove a satisfactory and even a useful 
colleague, Ee 

PERCY LORAINE, 





[B 3571/3571/84) No. 83. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquese Curzon of Kedleston.—{(Received April 9.) 


(No, 100, 2 a 

‘Tolegraphic.) R. a Tehran, April 19 
BERSTAN cuiltary authorities iu Asstbatjan havo reduced n tribes to 

completo subniasion practically without fighting, and disarmament is proceeding 


(Sent to Tndia; repeated to Bagdad, No, 60.) 





{E 8710/1416/34) No, 84. 


Sir P. Loraino to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(h 
(Money is) Tehran, April 10, 1923. 
TR, telegram: No. 74. ee ; 

As regards tise of foreo, see my telegram No, 296, paragrap! ; 

Myr oueel er apen'e Wicleesane to) uous eave: bees tactical. ‘Thay bare 
invited this situation by their own disunion and by ignoring advice which I have gi 
them collectively. nally during the last two months much on lines of my 
Aespatch No, 582. 


ived April 11.) 
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ening, thus allowed this mess to develop, they seem to think that an omnipotent 
British Minister can got them out of it while they fold their hands, leaving. their 
country without auy proper Government responsible for guarding oilfields and: roads, 
and pursue their own squabbles, 

told Serdar Jang three days ago that my moral support was conditional on khans 
sinking their differences and standing united ; that otherwise my representations lacked 
all force, und I risked embroiling myself with Minister of War to no. purpose or 
advantage. I added that Khans should explore other avenues of reconciliation, e.g. 
Prime Minister aud Shah, both of whom atv well disposed towards Balla and ag 
dined ntarested. 

‘This pressure is necessary to make khans understand their own folly and to. save 
them from themselves, I of course recognise that wo must: do what wo ean for then, 
but task may prove impossible if entire burden rests on our shoulders. Ihave spoken 
already confidentially to Shah, who said: “I will give full support” 

My whole policy in this question has been to avoid’ taking sides, but to lose no 
opportunity of impressing on both parties necessity for accord.” I do ‘not wish, unless 

bsolutely necessury, to risk estraugement with Minister of War, which would react 
unfavourably on British interests in many directions, 





E 8758/1416/34) No. 85. 


Sir P: Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Ieccived April 12.) 
(No. 104.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram No. 103, 
Shah has promised to speak plainly to Minister of War to-morrow, and say that 
4 conflict with Bakhtiari is inadmissible, and that an amicable settlement, must. bo 
found, T impressed urgenoy: ou His Majesty, as Lhear that troops are under orders for 
Isfahan. Military attaché is telegraphing details. Shah seemed really anxious to help, 
(Repeated td Bagdad and India.) 


Tehran, April 11, 1928, 





E 8887/1416/34) No. 86. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—|Recoived April 10.) 


(Ne Fs 111.) 
Telegraphic.) 

NEY telegram No, 103, 

The Shali found Minister of War pig-headed. Failing to persuads by reason, His 
Majesty told his Excellency he would rather abandon his throne than continue conflict 
with Bakhtiari with its disastrous coisequences, His Majesty has sent to tell me this, 
and that he will stand firm if ve will support him, In his opinion, however, Bakhtiar, 
will have to make considerable payments to settle the matter, perhaps, 150/000 or 
200,000 tomans he asked me to inform khans uocordingly. I have promised. support 

the same lines as hitherto, and at the risk in last resort of a split with Ministor of 
War, but hope to be spared this in everyone's interest. 

My pressure on khans has succveded. ‘They have reached agroement, and tribal 
Govertiors should be appointed to-day. I gave fis Majesty's message to Serdar Jang, 
who says Bakhtiari are willing to pay reasonable compensation but cannot raigo even 
90,000 tomans. Thave requested the Shah to ask Hvime Minister whether Cabines 
Accept responsibility for policy of Minister of War as regards Bakhtiari fain 
satisfactory reply to hold Connell of Ministers under his own presideney to deal wit! 
the matter, I have spoken earnestly to Prime Minister, also pointing out. that, apart 
from the merits of the dispute with the Bakhtiwi, State interesta of first-class 
importance are involved. That if security of oilfields is threatened His Majesty's 
Government cannot remain indifferent, and will have to provide protection, however 
disagreeable such a course may be, ‘That in that ease Russians are almost eertain to 
eater Northern Persia, and whole fat will be in the fire again, His Highness entirely 
agreed sith my eatimate, and I think that he will help, ‘but’ his Government. very 
halky, and he is not by nature very resolute; no troop movements from Tehran yob, 
but about 800 men have gone out from Isfahan towards Chehar Lang country. 

(Sent to India,) 


‘Tehran, April 15, 1923, 
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[E 8710/1416/34) No. 87. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
feos Foreign Office, April 16, 1923, 


Helou pie.) 
"YOUR telegram No, 103 of 10th April: Bakhtians 
Sota aNensanrvel 





[E 2807/28/34) No. 88 
‘Phe Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


raaphic,) Foreign Office, April 17, 1923 
YOUR despatch No. 42 of 22nd January: Persian Government's indebtedness to 
is Majesty's Government. 
Beet requested to call here on his return from abroad, when the 
treatment to which you were subjected by late Persian Government in ignoring your 
Seven notes of Inst year was described as intolerable. He was told that any repetition 
of this behaviour by the present Government would have most nupleasant consequences 
He was given copy of your note of 8th January, and will telegraph as strong a 
warniiyg to his Government as he is capable of 





[E 9974/6791/91 No. 89. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received April 18.) 


(No, 112.) rf oe 
(Telegraph Tehran, April 17, 1923, 
a HSTYON of Bahrein bas arisen ina new form. ‘Three Deputies, one of them 
bitterly anti-British, have introduced a motion to give Babroin the right to return a 
member to Majlis. Demand for immediate discussion rejected, but question referred 
to commission to report on this and other places not yet entitled to elect Deputies, 
Te wauld of cour be posable to mak representations to Persian Government and 
ction of motio hesitated to du so without your ins! ions, and 
Gegs pata deen il to stop, motion; and would 
ly arene atroversy, consider was terminated by correspondence 
exchanged with Persian Gove There is an analogy with election 
formally of Cretan Deputies to Greek Chamber in defiance of prohibition of occupy’ 
Powors, ven if motion be passed, wo can presumably rely on our agreement with 
Sheikh of Bahrein of Match 1892 to prevent any action being taken on it in the island, 
and) if noeassary, ean, ontar w formal protest here, | Moreover, if Guvernment of India 
agree, sheikh might issue proclamation indignantly repudiating Persian attempt to 
exercise an act of sovervignty in his teritory. Situation here ik complicated enough 
aheady, and Ido not propose to take any action until acquainted with your views, 
Russian inspiration of manouvre ean hardly be doubted, 
(Sent to India ; repeated to Bushire, No, 61,) 





[1B 3999/223/84) Ne 40. 


it P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received April 18.) 

(Nos. 118 and 114.) 

‘Telewraphicy F 

: “youR Us No. 288 of 1922, 4 
Lien held by Imperial Bank of Persia ou customs revenue has lapsed, as its 

advances bave heen repaid. Manager suggests that possible transfer of these revenues 

elsewhere would be contrary to interests of His Majesty's Goverament, and enquires 

whether bank is free to accept security thus released without prior reference to this 

Legation, Matter requires consideration in connection with general financial situation, 


Tehran, April 18, 19:3, 
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(Confidential) 


American Financial Adviser, during long. private convetsation, gave. mo following 
information as regards financial situation -— 


Badget has been presented, and balances on paper, that is to aay, estimated 
expenditure does not exceed estimated collectable revenus yield, He thake hudeer 
may become actually operative after six months. ‘This anticipation is besed on feet 
jab with control system introduced by American advisors, revenue is already, yielding 
linger sums. and ‘on expactation that certain classes of revenue, aga Toad etees 
domains, will expand. Critical time will come ia about two months; and borrowing 
wil ahen be necessary. Beyond small auount of current revento, oly prosent woset 
1,000,000 tomanis still untouched (advance sanctioned by your telegram No, 804), 1 
told. Dr. Millspaugh that His Majesty's Governnient. would certainly, be: relactare. to 
facilitate further advances unless question of debt to His Majesty's: Government, wee, 
settled meanwhile, After discussion, he agreed to urge on Prime Minister eneetiena 
of settling debt question on ground of Persian Government's oredit’ Tahal myself 
take/an early opportunity to make further representations to his Highness, 

Adviser enquired whether, if agreement were reached in yeyard to debt to His 


Majesty's Government, T thought money could be fouuid for threw operations which he 
contemplated :— 


Funding internal indebtedness of Persian Government, for which budget, 
not provide 

+ Meeting current expenditure until actual revenue roceiptes cover estimated 
expenses, 

A loan of some 10,000,000 tomuns for productive expenditury, 
rebum of which will be rigidly controlled under speci 
lenders, 


does 


spending and 
guaranteos. to 


T gathered that total sum for all three would be about 
half or two-thirds would be sought in United States, Ho 
dopends on ability to collect revenue, and therefor 

and that unless,it could be collected Po 

was nothing more to be done, 


‘healing personaly, Tsuid if debt question was sottled 1 thought British money 
might be found. 





(B 3974/6791/91) No. 91 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran). 
82.) 
‘gr phie.) Foreign Office, April 20, 1923, 
‘OUR telegram No. 112 of 17th April: Bahr 

We cannot trifle with this preposterous claim, and we must be careful to avoid 

pushing complacency too far, 
am eousulting other Departments concerned, nd shall. probably instruet you 

shortly to address Persian Government in sense of note seut to thom on 1th Pobruary, 
1906, asserting that Babrein and its inhabitants are under British protection, aed 
refusing to entertain Persivn clainy, Tam also considering desirability of x warcyowel 
being sent to show the flag at Bahrein 

The above is merely tor your guidance until you receive definite instructions ne 
soon as possible, 





[E 4056/1416/34) No. 92, 


‘Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston—{Received April 21;) 
(No. me) 
ig.) 


(Tel i 
“ALY telegram No. 111. 


1 think earnest lenguage I have used to Shah, Prime Minister and Minister: for 
Foreigh Affairs has put the brake on. Shab hias stuck to his ground ¢o far, and, 
(10708) 


Tehran, April’20, 1998, 


8 
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further interview, has told Minister of War that he objects strongly to his faithful 
tribes being mesced about; aleo that he cannot approve any measures except on 
Le ace Gael inch Wie Mnyesty Hee eck ainng co Gana peceuaes 
efforts with Minister of War, but not to speak severely or threateningly. I saw his 
Excellency yesterday, and urged him co facilitate reconciliation and refrain from 
measures likely to provike tribes, He said money was what he wanted, and kbans 
must pay a considerable si, even if'a smaller one than he demanded. He denied that 
troop movements were against Bukhtiari, and said they were to deal with robber bands, 
andit is trae that several are abrosd. Isaid I knew move about Bakhtiari finances 
than he, and they could not pay sum demanded, In that case what would he do? He 
replied ell up some of thelr properties. He will mot oppose appintiment of tribal 
govertors. I hope question is thus fining down to precise amount to be paid. Khans 
iell me 40,000 tomans is their maximum, Shah says 150,000 or 200,000 tomans is the 
minimum, My impression is that His Majesty has promiced Minister of War to. press 
for the latter sum if his Excellency abstains from armed action, Unless indireotly 
aided by Anglo-Persian Uil Company khans cannot borrow even 40,000. Company's 
‘Tehran representative is telegraphing to London to explain situation. I fear Minister 
of War has got the whip hand in this affair, aud that risk of untagonising him too 
great, owing to vulnerability of oilfield, 
(Bent to India) 





[EB 4081/69/34) No. 93. 


Sin P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received April 23.) 


(No, 125, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 17, 1923. 

T HAVE the honour to tranamit to your Lordship” herewith copies of 
correapondancy on. the subjest of Inelizenee Simmmary, No, 10 for week: endiny the 
10th March, compiled hy the military attaché to this Logatio 

Thave, &o 
PERCY LORAINE. 


nclosure in No. 93 
(Beoret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 0 for Week ending March 10, 1923. 
Gilan, 

‘DHE general situation in the province continues to improve, thanks to the 
measures taken to suppress revolutionary astivities by Colonel Mahomed Hussein Khan, 
tho. officer commanding troops in thé Caspian littoral, who has his headquarters 
at Resht, 

‘The Russian consul, Apresof, ia in consequence actively opposed to Colonel 
Muhomed Hussein Khan, and through his puppet, Nayer- ‘au, the. pro-Russian 
Governor of Gilan, is trying to obtain the withdrawal of the officer commanding troups, 
‘The latter, however, hai the confidence and support of the War Minister, 

2, Apresof left Resht for Tehran on the Sth March, on leave, preparatory to transfer 
toa post in Europe, which he has applied for,  Shumyatsky, however, has asked him 
to return to Resht tntil the coming general elections tor the Medjliss are over, and has 
instructed him to uso all his efforts to secure the election of pro-Russian Deputies 
for Gilan. 

‘Apresof left Tehran for Resht on the 10th March, taking with him a considerable 
sum of woney from the Russian Legation for election propaganda purposes 

8, The Russian consul has rented the premises of the “ Palace” cinema ia Resht 
at 60 tomans a month for the use of the “Farhang” society, a Socialist party of 
revolutionary tendencies, which he is supporting. ‘The consul has installed a reading 
roi, librany and buffet in the building, and has promised to arrange for a supply of 
suitable films, 

4, With reference to paragraph 2 of last week's summary, Afchenikof returned to 
Baku about the 24th February, 

5, Mirza Asadulla Khan, chief of the Persian detective police at Resht, left Resht 
‘on the 6th Marsh, by motor, for Bagdad and Kerbola, He has been on friendly terma 
for some time past with Apresof, and is reported to have received instructions from him 
to collect information in Irak, the pilgrimage to Kerbela being camouflage. 
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Azerbaijan. 


§. Ardebil.—The general officer commanding Tabriz division wer i 
te g cer commanding : nt to Ardebil, early 

in February, to undertake operations against fe Slauaael tes anfassien iE: 
eam paerared for this purpose, During February reinforeements were sont to 
Shaker com Tabriz, and the display of foros liad the satisfactory result, in that the 
Shahsevan leaders tendered their submission to. tie Persian Government. without 
ghting apd promised to ‘maintain a peiceful demeanour in future. 

‘ Minister, however, wishes to take advantage of the opportunity 
presented of disarming the Shahsevans, and has issued orders to this elect to clita 

ullah Khan, general officer commanding Tabriz division, to camry this out 
hho al tdilition to the War Minister's desire to collect a supply of rifles for the use of 
the army, the object of the disarmament. is twofold: — 


{a.) To guarantee the good behaviour of the trib 

currence of raids, which have taken p 

pereaet 

To'facilitate the collection of taxes which the 
Twfused to pay, knowing that the Pe 
force them to do so. 


be in future and to prevent the 
place annually for great, many 


the Shahsevans, in past years, have 
ersian Government wus powerless to 


Up to date the disarmament ar 
Ube e disarmament arrangements have been proceeding smoothly, though 
itis considered unlikely that the Government. freas will ENTS eed 
more than a very small pereentaye of the total number of arms in the possession of 


g throe Bulshovik age 
Shahsovans on the 25th rane 


Nakhechivan ; Moha 
of Baku, 
8. Laktionof has been appointed R 
9. Distribution of Persian 
distribution. was as follows :— 


pe Feathewl agents are report to aye been sont among the 
January Jast, vid Lenkoran: Haji Mehdi Baghirof, of 
iad Kuli Bog Alikhonof, of Ordubad; ait! Inmail Bog a 


ed Russian consul at Ardobil. 
Troops in Azerbaijan—On the Ist March, the 


‘Total, 710, 


men of the Ist Tabriz regiment, under Sarhang Kalb Ali 
Artillery: 160 men under Nuib Sashang Vussut Kher eo and ey 
miotntain gun and 10 inaghine guns, © wnt 2 Held guns, 8 
The exact distribution of the above on the 


and is continually changing. See Sec En, 


id ‘Tabriz regiment, (Of this number 500 
its who have not yet received uniforms, a“ 
pee et received uniforms.) 
Engineers: 175 men ‘of the Guruhan 
avant? Sie at Constantinople 
tl 2 A half fi muttery S: 4 31 
reiliry «A Half Geld buttery (Atashberi-Sahrai), of 1 men, andr Sultan 
(o.) At Ardebit -— 
Tnfintry : 1 guruhan of the 1st Tabriz 
Sathang Mohamad Ali, 
The 4th guruhan of the 
Abdul Hus 


Mubandisi, under Sultan Jalil Khan, 


regiment, numbering 216 men, under 


2nd Tabriz regiment, 210 men, under Sultan 


seaiment, or Fayj-i Mustugili-Ardebil, 605. men, 


under Nuib Sarhang Sadik: Khat, 
Cavaley se, 884 guruhin of tho 1st regiment, 226 mon. ‘Total, 1257, 
wwaley: Tho whole 2ud regiment, 840 mon, under Sarbang ‘Abul Hassan 
The 4th bahaduran of the Ist regimen 
ate ei © Ist regiment, 110 men, under Sultan 
tillery : The eshbar-i-Avy anfg ui 
eter: pa battery, or Ateshbari-Avval, 65 men, 6 mountain guns and 
[20703] a2 
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(d.) At Julfa : 100 infantry of the 2nd regiment. 
(e)) At Khudaferin Bridge (on the Araxes) :— 
50 infantry of the 2ud Tabriz. regiment, and 25 cavalry of the Ist regiment. 
Total— 
Tnlantey 
Cavalry 
Artillery 
Engineers 


Total of all arnis P a 4,048 


Thi arly 800 men recruited chiefly 
into the being trained at Tabriz. A good many of these 


ion, not with a battery 
ion as circumstances 
infantry regiments, eac 
This divis 
Simko campaign, but appears 
its three regiments of infantry 
ry (also Ist, 2nd and 3rd), and tl 
Each regiment (both infantry and cavalry) tas its 1 


10, Urmia.—Formerly a town of perhaps 100,000 

population of about 10,000, of whom roughly 3,000. are Assyrian 

hatin quattor of the town hes hor completely destroyed, bue the quarters 
have not been seriously damaged. Tho returned reftigees, both Moslem and Christian, 
have got on very well together so fur, but the present Population is very por andl wll 
havo to receive wssistauce in money, grain-seed, and ploughsoxen before w 

Progress ean bo made in restoring the prosperity of that district, ‘The Governor, 
Satinat-es-Sultaneh, is an exceptional Moslem, but appears to be doing his best 
to deal impartially with Mosloin and Christin in cases brought before hin 

has, however, been more difficult lately owing to a certain amount of Mosh 


ly 
aroused in Urimia by the reports of Aghu Petros's scheme for an ini 

State, to include Urmia, 
11, The officer commanding Urmia front, 


quatters at Sharafkhaneh, whence lie communicates with his troops hy ste 


p Zafar-ed-Dowleh, has his head 


the luke, | The steamer leaves Sharafkhanch regularly every Monde 

Gulman Khiveh (the part of Urinin), Danulon (the port of Ma 

the port of Usha, Suojbulak, &e.), thea returns to Gi hand 
gharalkhaneh, reaching the latter place on Saturday, ‘There are no troops stationed at 
Sharafkhaneh, 

Transcaucasia, 

Reports indicate that there bus been a good deal of unvest: in the Caucasus 
lately. A fight is reported to have ocourred at Zangezur between some Russian wl 
some Armenian troops. At Baku, one Abdullah Kulfzadsh, on behalfot the “workers,” 
Proteited against the arrest of persons without trial. bythe Bolsheviks, wheroupon 
Abdullah was arrested. The workers then struck, released Abdullah and arrecest 
several Bolshovik officials, among them one Karpet Libowicz, Order has again been 
restored. 

19, His Majesty’e consul at ‘Tabria reported on the 25th February that a large 
foroe of Russian infantry, with 1,500 cavalry of the 2nd division, had arrived ot 
Jebrail, south of Shisha, under the command of General Bibiko! 

‘the 2ud division referred to is believed to be the 2nd Caucasian rifle division, 
Further confirmation ow this point is awaited, 

‘The despatch of this force to Jebrail is believed to have been made in connection 
with movements undertaken to deal with internal unrest, 

1A. A roport from Baku, dated the 24th February, states that the Baku garrison 
consists. of:— 

Intantry : Ist and 2nd Azerbaijan regi 

‘Total, 8,200, 
{t is believed that these regiments are units of the Azerbaijan rifle 
division, 


ta and Srd Karabagh regiment 
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Gevalry : 4 squadrons of the Baku special cavalry division, Totaly 40, 
Attillery: 2 batteries (details not given), 2, , 
Machine Guns: 8 Maxiin guns and 4 Colt machine-guns, 

Also 6 tanks, 1 armoured cars, and 4 armoured trains, 


Informant states that the guard duties on the Baku-Batoum ra 
by the Ist special railway rifle regiment, 

15. A traveller, whos imation is believed reliable, reports that. the Ist Don 
Cossack regiment arrived in Baku on the 25th February: front ohe Don, consisting of 
1789 mounted men in 8 battalions, with 6 machine guns +— 


ailway are performed 


Officer commanding regiment, 
Assistant : 
Military Con ; 
Officer commanding 1st battalion ; aptinan, 
znd, Vegmaniko, 
ard? Glutsko. 


Tnformant does not think this unit will remain in Baku, but he could not k 
where it was g The unit should have reached Baku on the 20th or 21st Febr 


7k owing toa railway accident at Derbont, in which 8 wagons wore danger and 
7 men and 12 horses lost, it was delayed. 


tia A number of the langer stone buildings in Baku hw 
military purposes, which points to an 
hear future, 


been requisitioned for 
ase in the number of troops in Bauleu in the 


Lenkoran, 


17, An informant, writing from Lenkoran on the 26th February, states that the 
garrison of Lenkoran on that date consisted of she follo —" 


(a.) 1 Atrind (detachment) called Chapnevsky, composed of 
1,600 infantry, 
110 cavalry 
1 battery of 
45 telephonists 
40 mounted scouts. 
25 ambulance detachment. 


S-ineh guns and 28 men, 


(0) 1 Atrind called Shanovaky:(? Kojanovsky), composed of 
1,480 infantry. 
85 cavalry. 
inch guns and 62 zunners, 
telephonists, 
nounted scouts, 
ambulance detachment, 


ad is reported to have been newly formed in Deer nd to have 
Cane fo Lankoran/from Central Russia, It ie sot. yut fully, formed or 
trained, 


(c) 1 Atriad called: Pakrovsky Communists, 
(d.) 1 battalion Lenkoran guards, 

(c.) Duty detachment: for prisoners’ convoy: 
(f-) 1 sotnia Lenkoran detached cavalr 


(c); (d), (e) aud (f) are composed as described in my Intellige 
Paragraph 11, dated tho 24th February, 1923, 

the following unit, formerly at: Lenkoran, has been withdrawn to Baku, whether 
beyond is not known; 244th (or th) regiment infantry, Strength 600, 


Summary No. §, 


Russia, 


qeigllaseoie.—-An informant who was in Moscow early in February reports that a 
Lew tnion of workmen and soldiers was being formed which hus a steongly: necked 
anti-Communist tendency, and dissatisfaction against the Cominuniate ig daily increasing. 
There, Several fietories had completely closed down, and members of the party 
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were evidently vory anxious about the state of the soldiers. A conference was 
teeently held by the authorities to discuss a policy of pacifying and conciliating soldiers 
‘and workmen who appeared to be getting out of hand 


Tehran, 

19, With reference to paragraph 19, Intelligence Summary No. 7, dated! the 
18th February, 1923, th. Prime Minister has not yet nominated candidates for the two 
vacant posts in his Cubinet, It is staced that there are plenty of candidates, a fast 
which causes him embarrassment, as, should he nominate two, tle others may uce their 
influence in Parliament to increase the Opposition, thus turning his present slender 
majority into a minority. ie 

20. M. Shurnyataky has made yot another tactical error in filing. to call on. the 
new Turkish Ambassador, Mohiy-ed-Din Pasha, stating that it is the duty of the latter 
to call on him first, ‘This, Mohiy-ed-Din’ Pasha has refused to do, with the result that 
relations are by no means cordial botween the two Legations, ‘ 5 

. For purposes of economy, Dr. Millspaugh his asked the Prime Minister to 

cease giving monthly subsidies from Goveroment funds to certain Tehran newspapers, 
which print propazinda articles in support of the Government 

22, Mirza Abul Fazal Lesani, editor of the ‘ Tktesad-i-Tran ” (suppressed some 
months ayo), ne teesived permission to issue & new paper called Kar” (Work). ‘This 
paper is subsidised by the Russian Legation 

‘Tho Tehran newspaper * Pekar” receives a subsidy from Shumyataky of 180 tomans 
‘ month to publish propaganda articles in support of Russian interests, 


Mazanderan, 


23, Banday-i-Gaz.—A Russian secret service agent named Oshot Bagdian 
at Bandari Gry from Buku at the end of February atid reported to Megreleshvily, the 
Russian naval agent, for insteuctioy 


Tepahan, 

24, ‘the finances of the Russian consulate-general are reported to be at a low ebb 
at tho moment. ‘Thew appear to be unable to pay the wages of their Persian servants, 
‘and several servants have left the consulate recwiitly for this reason 


M SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché 
Tehran, Mareh 11, 192; 


[1B 4096/4096 /34) 





Sir HL. lRumbold to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Received Aprit 


(No. 287.) o 7 

'y Lord, Constantinople, April 17, 1923, 

DHE Persian Ambassador, in alluding to the Chester scheme, informed me to-day 

mitancously’ that representatives of the Chester group had approached him with a 
View to ascertaining whether the Persian Goyernment would agree to « prolongation 
into Persian territory of a railwar linking up with the railways in Anatolia which it 
was proposed to construct under th ‘The Persian Ambassador told ne that hie 
had replied that he could not express an opinion on the matter, which he would have to 
refer to his Government, : 

2, Isaac Khan likewise complained of the attitude of the Nationalist Government 
towards Persian subjects here. He thought that this was partly accounted for by the 
amioyanee caused to the Nationalist Government by his relusil to go to Angora. He 
algo said that he bad informed his Government that, in bis opinion, it would uot be 
advisable oficinlly to recognise Mustafa Kemal’s Government until the Allies had 
concluded peace with that Government, He spoke disparagingly about the Nationalist 
Government 

Thavo, &o, 
HORACE RUMBOLD, 
High Commissioner. 
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( 4169/1416/34) No. 95. 
Sir P. Loraine to the 


(No, 120.) 
(Telegraphic) 
MY telegram No. 116 
am not easy about intentions of Minister of War, notwithstanding his paci 
1 not easy a , fanding his pacif 
smi Cn tp eos ah ght ae 
? hut may also signify a converging operation through Preht h 
Luristen, with Arabistan as ultimate objective f tribes resi Gucstsa of ehen 
peep ion very doubtful, and bitter strugglo, possible. In these eitoumetsnces Totien 
Mameuuing to Persian Government is advisable, T have. drafted, sole wo hans 
i < “any ression against loyal 
Persia tt ractical cortainty of grave disorders if it ie attompted, besides Sor nace 
tat Teeanstrustion, So far note in in form of disinterosted advice, Wat i cei ne 
although His Majesty's Goverament have so fur viewed with front ‘sympathy efforts 
of Forsian, Government to st their hougo in orler, material interests Rermne hace 
great to admit of their remaining indifferent to eourse of events, and ther ie policy of 
Segresion be opted (1) that sympathy will be wholly withdrawn from. those 
responsible for it, (2) they must reserve the right sto take agate 0 
Rete es 
Do you coneur, or would you prefer to omit (2) for the present, as r 
ay ultimatum? T should bo ‘gad oo ee 
offic 


Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received April 25,) 


Tehran, April 24, 1928, 


forth extreme folly of any policy of armed su 


f et besembling 
of your urgent instructions before sending in note 








E 4170/1416/34) No, 96. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received Aprit 25.) 


(No. 121. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic 
MY telegram No. 120, 
Serdar Jang has now confessed to me that responsible khans did inoite K 0 
obstruct passage of Government troops last August, but told. then: non ne apes ce 
Shot ab but that troops fired first and Kuby replied, He freely admite thar oe. 
counsels against any conflict with troops were perfectly understood at the time, 
Minister of War is right, Khaus were respo ible for Shai ara have let us down 
badly. 
1 think Minister of War will take strong measures’ unless khang pay « 
to 800,000 tonuus, ‘They have: no svourity on which, to Loree, ae alesis 
ok raiso it unless Anglo-Persian Oil Company-is. willing, as a kind of iusumnoe 
guaranteo privatoly a loan by Imperial Bunk of Persia, I aball continue attempt to vet 
Bhane out of as cheaply as possible, but ft sms now forlorn hope, us 
(Sent to India.) 


Tehran, April 24, 1928, 





(B 4169/1416/34) No. 97 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 
(No. 86.) 
Foreign Office, April 26, 1923, 


Telegraphic) 
OUR telegram No. 120 of 24th April: ‘Troop movements. in direction’ of 


Arabistan. 
Tapprove proposed note, 








NOGNO? “351d30 GuODaY Snens 
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[E 3999/223/24) No. 98 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No, 87.) 
(Telezraphic.) ee 

YOUR telegram No, 118 of 19th April: Fina 

Tn reply to Imperial Bank of Persix’s enqui stated tht we bave no 
objection to their advancing about 500,000 tomans to Persian Government, ifasked to 
do's0, on same terms as lid down in my telegram No. 223 of 9th September, 1922, 

As regards Persia's debt to His Majesty's Government, you should make it perfectly 
lear to American Financial Adviser that His Majesty's Go rument must insist that the 
Persian Gove: regarding their floating advances, 
‘which shuld be placed on regular footing without further delay. After this has been 
done I will be willing to discuss proposed further financial assistance which they may 
require from British sources, 

If you have not already done 89, you should c 
Adviser a copy of my memorandum of ist March, 1922, 
for his guidance and information, 


(Confidential.) A 

Tf I see any inclination on the part of the F 
Financial Adviser to look elsewhere for money, and to 
resources to guarantee such fresh loa our debts have 
then have to eonsider what stops it is necessary t» take through 
enforce the principles laid down in above-mentioned memoranc 


Foreign Office, April 27, 1923, 
























municate to A 
regarding our interests in 















consolidated, I shall 
diplomatic channels to 





















[IB 4204 /478/94) No. 9. 

Sir P Loraine to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston—(Received April 28) 
(No, 122.) es Stee: 
{Hsiog phic.) Tehran, April 27, 1923, 





MINISTER for Foreign Alfaies reply to my note written on your 
Awvells 0}, importance nttached hy Persian Government 10 good adminis 
offies, to gecure which it spontaneously engaged Europe 
whose services will be continued as lor 
of administration ; stipulation theref : 
agreement, Minister for Foreign Aifsirs recognises that 1 f 
conventiots, on which they have uo bearing, is unnecessary ; but prefers not. to 
text of article as defect is aria, aud vill uot prejudicially alfect convention, 
propose to reply that His Majesty's Government have learnt with satisfaction of Persian 
Govorament' fntontions, as Stata, us regards olfietent coxduct of postal ad 
nd are glad to know procte-verbaue cannot be regaiied us an integral portion of the 
convention, 

Tthink Persian note, disco 
what wo want, 
(Sont to India aud by bag to Badd.) 





legram No. 65 
ation of post 
1 department 
y to the good working 
egards article 7 of draft 
parcel 

fon of procba-verbauze in 





































iting usual Oriental in 








ination, is meant to mean 





{E 4278/67/91 No. 100. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received A”pril 28,) 


(No. 128.) 
(Molegraphia) 





Tehran, April ah 188 

LEARN from a private and confidential source that concessiontisire of Hormus 
BOR Siu en PoeumCormminenl to las Pesan lain to Abu, Muss, 
couple that to Bahrein, and to refer both matters to League of Nations. As he has 
considerable political influence he may sucoved in perstadinge Persian Governwent. to 
send in agent from @ gulf port to endeavour to stop work at Abu Musa, Prime 
Minister is, however, said to be averse to raising these issues, and 1 thi 
likely, but there ie always danger of his hand being forced by popular outory en 
through usual channels. ani Dae 

(Bont to India ; repeated to Bushire, No, 70. 
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[E 4295/246/3) No. 101. 





iP. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keilleston—(Recoived April 28.) 
(No. 124) 
(Telegrapbic.) Tehran, April 28, 1 
BUSHIRE telegrams Nos. 391 and $92 to Foreign Department, Delhi, 
sdyanusider that question of withdrawal of our troops from the gulf should be 
decided on the single issue whether or not their retention is nevesery to Butigy 
interests. I have ‘thought, myself for somo timo that circumstances “which, thee 
Feanes was designed to meet have actually decreased. This view is, confirmed by 
dent's rst telegram, Their further retention. ia therefore actually injurious, both 
on grounds of expense and! on that of irritation caused to Persia, If en T thiule iy 
proper, His Majesty's Government now decide to withdraw them, the mannor of dome 
so becomes of political importance. I am opposed to suggestion in Resident's secur 
































telegram their withdrawal the subject of a bargain, ‘This would merely 
prolong the irritation instead of removing it. On tho contrary, Tam firmly of opinion 
that His Majesty's Government should take, and after notification to Persian Clovertmeng 






ublicly 





ounce, decision to withdraw troops on 
Persian representations, but as a 


commitments now rendered 


A specified date, nob as a response to 
weasuire adopted for reduction of exponditure and 
ary by (1) disappearance of cirewmstances which 
The Mel original despatch ; (2) desite of Persia to assume full responsibility, which 
His Majesty’s Goverament appreciated and weloomed. 

Results which I foresee from stich a course aro :—— 





neces 









(a.) Considerable improvement of atmosphere for the settlement sutisiaetorily of 
other questions to which Resident rightly called avtention, 

(¢,) The more exacting responsibilities the Persian Government have to live up to 
he quicker they will learn and the sooner things will settle down, Tt 

should be remeiibered that main crime of Persian Government, politically 

ing, is not hostility, but weukness; chiel impediments to. better 













ious with Great Britain are Nationalist susceptibilities and. suspicions 
of our motives, 












Thave suggested respecting troops were quickly followed 
Sarhiad andl Duzdap Railway on lites peapoved byt Gavsramont of 
for in all three questions there is an undeniable question of Persian territorial 
vignty—I think marked impression would be produced, Krom anilitury point, of 
mn ion is entirely supported by military att Tam also aware that 
maniging direotor, of Anglo-Persiin Oil Company & ror, and would support 
removal of troops if conmult 
(Sent to ; 

















[E 4377/223/34) No. 102, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recoived A pril 30.) 
(No. 126. Contidential,) 


(Telographic,) Tehwan, April 80, 1928 
YOUR tologram No. 87, last: paragraph. 
nerican Adviser hinted pretty broailly that if His Majesty's Government, in the 
erent of Persian Goverument offering security elsewhere, raised objection, they, would 
frighten American lenders away. Tt might be useful to remember this, 












(E 4392/1416/34) No. 103, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 1.) 
(No, 128) 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegrain No. 121. 
Khans, in extremity of their folly having failed ater all to agree amongst them- 
selves, have requested Persian Government to nominate tribal governors, Primo 
[10708] 





Tehran, April 80, 1928 





cy 
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Minister is consulting Minister of War on this point. Minister of War admitted to 
military attachéon 29th April that unless khang pay money he demands and restore arms 
issued to them by Persian Government at various times, he will attack them and is 
certain of success, He says Kashgai, Khamseh, Kuhgilu and Chehar Lang tribes will 
co-operate if told to, but he wishes to carry through operation without murder and 
pillage, from which tribal irregulars cannot be restrained. Troops are in readiness here 
to start, and if moved will be in overwhelming strength. I shall know if troops are 
moved. I gather that Prime Minister has remonstrated with Minister of War, and 
that latter is furious with his Highness, Further indications confirm that Arabistan 
is ulterior objective, in which case same tactics will no doubt be pursued with Sheikh 
of Mohammerah as with Bakhtiari, and His Majesty’s Government will be called on to 
make good their [? engagements towards] sheikh, [? and it would] appear necessary for 
me to know how far His Majesty's Government are prepared to go in this matter if 
their warnings and my advice are ignored, as appears probable. If they put veto on 
rations are they prepared to make it good, and, if so, by what meaus? Despatch. 

of British troops in Persia, even to guard oilfields, would raise whole Persian question 
afresh, and we should have to reckon with Russia 

‘The line of least resistance is obviously for Bakhtiari to this would at least 
postpone a crisis, which has nothing to recommend it from British point of view. ‘The 
Situation is, bluntly, if they refusy to pay Reza Khan will act, and we have no means 
of stopping him. If they agree to pay, they must be able to find money. But T am 
unable to give them any assurance in this respect. I am pretty sure that Minister of 
War would prefor to avoid « fight with Bakhtiari or a breach with His Majesty's 
Government, but T fear that no language will make im realise danger of former and 
grave consequences of Intter. Both Shah and Prime Minister seem incompetent to 
control him. Tf we let down khans we avert sr to British interests, bt those 
interests will have to finance khan 2 

If we back up khans risks are incalculable, and may far transcend value of 
monetary. accommodation now. Also we should 
have lost thetr moral, are disintegrated by their family quarrels, 
joined eunp with Minister of War. 

(Sent to India.) 





[ 4278/67/91) o» 104 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No, 88.) : , 
(eleeraphio.) Foreign Orfeo, May 1, 1923. 
YOUR teleram No, 123 of 27th April: Persian Gulf, 
Soo Sir A. Hardingd's despatch No. Yt of 2ath May, 1904, and connected 
correspondence. : 

@ were on that occasion prepared to take naval aotion to remove the Persian 
flag from islands of ‘Tamb and Abu Muss, which wo consider to belong to Sheikh of 
Shirgali. i epee Ks 

f you see no objection, you should draw attention of Persian Prime Minister to 
1904 incident, and give him « friendly hint that it would be unwise for Persian 
Government to follow advice of Muin-ul-Tujjar, because His Majesty's Government 
would indoubtedly resent any such step, and might take measures contemplated in 
1904 to counteract any Persian designs in this direction, 





[iE 4999/246/34) No. 105. 
India Ofiee to Foreign Office. —(Received May 


Sir, India Office, May 1, 1928. 

J AM directed by the Secretary. of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a telegram from 
the Viceroy on the subject of the withdrawal of British troops from Bus 
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Enclosure in No. 105. 


Viceroy to Secretary of State for India, 


(Telegraph) i i 3 
REFERENCE Tehran telegram No, 124. iia SEES 
Following from Bushiro, Nov 391: 


Withdrawal of British troops from Bushire, 
that ‘withdrawal would be welcomed, but must de 
as political and financial stability in Persia, and ad 
politcal an 1 Pe adequate arrangements. by the 
Persion army for unde taking tho responsibilities ‘high at present fall on Beis 
roops (see your telegram of the 22nd May last), I cannot seo, how we eat bh 
certain of the fulfilment of either condition within a reasonable time, or how au 
Suarantecs we may receive will have much value, Firstly, T question whether w 
fre now much nearer lasting atubility in Persia, financial or otherwise, than we 
Were a year ago, and, secondly, present military arrangements in. Persia, rest on 
he continuanes in jower of the Mivister of War, the only. stable. clement in the 
Simuation, | At the present, moment ther are about 800 Persian, troops at Bushire, 
at Bunder Abbas, and some detachments on the Bushito-Shiraz road. Bit if 
is impossible to estimate either: their military valuo, which depends on number of 
doybttl facto, mh as th extent to whieh thee age aid promptly, personnel 
of leaders, &e., or how long they will remain, A yoar howe they) may have 
increued in er and fs yon have disappeared Te oeems ap ey 
a © (0, insist on guaranteo as to above conditions, deci 
ttedly so desirable in principle, will be indefinitely postponed, a 
‘Essence of the situation is; British troo} ° 
to us and continually incroasing 
Attempt to preserve 6 


Tt has been repentedly assorted! 
pend on certain conditions, such 


oops at Bushire are cause of great expense 
ation to Persia, ‘They do not, preserve wn 
e lorin the hinterland, and merely act as a passive breakwater 
ust the Tingistanis (their minor duties such as guarding wireloss, costing 
Genots, on may bo ignored). At the bet, Porsian tropa nowt in tho parte mi 
te hoped to full this role to some ostent we anny au any rato be que thats 
long as the present military piiey in Persia. holds tho field) they would do all thet 
hey can [ste] to avoid giving any occasion for recall of British troops, At. the 
ot we are perhaps better off than before 1911, for we may, possibly ely on 
sesrtanor fiom Trak in any emergoney theatonioy, sary of Bath Hves and 
van, Eteeesation 
Persia, which they are aiixious to assume, and personally I do not ses how were 
resist that, demand much longo, Presenes ‘of Bath. trooe te eek ee 
exitimato in first instance, is, 1 consider, indefensible now, and Tam prepared, an 
offeeremmaning tropa eonours with me, for unconditional withdrawals son us 
cticable, having regard to climatic conditions, which would make the moe 
the Gull almont impossible in the hot weathers! "on Wout make the move froin 


[# omission] asked for, howover, is legitimate responsibility. of 


Following from Bushire, No. 392 


i ment of British subjects and her 

rates of the Arai | eoaat_ al prosBritil 
hans y qin by closing British post offices; let her 
take Peau geste, vie, definite abandonment: of claim to Babretv, which is'uo more 


Our comments follow. 





(10708) 
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[IE 4407/1416/34) No. 106. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—Received May ® 


a0 ) Tehran, May 1, 1923. 
MY telegram No. : : 
Khas heve received telegrams saying that Imperial troops have entered Chahar 
Mahal ind occupied several of their houses there, whence wome and children bsie ne 
to flee hastily, and that tribes are becoming excited. Tam w ng Shah to exert | al r 
futhority to” Secure withdrawal of troops and Serdar Jang to demand of Minister of 
{Wat written statement of conditions on which these operations will be stopped) an 
dispute with Government settled so as to have definite basis for discuss! 
(Gent to Tudia ; seut by bag to Bagdad.) 





[IB 4465/23/84) 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reccived May 3.) 


(No.120). 
‘Pelegraphii. 
Cree TAT tlegeam No. 87. ; 
I hnded desired communication in w 
i perfvotly clear to him, He had spoken to x 
Mert irae of rincorty of hie ETighmesss sir to regulate J indebtedness 
to Hin Majesty's Government, Prime Minister. told him, however, that to rai 
question would certainly entail rejectic Majlis of any proposals for settlement, 
Aifich would only make matters ten times worse and bring about fall of Government 
tention is to have matter examined when this Majlis closes in about six weeks! 
Have eonereto proposals ready for submission to new Majlis immediately after 
its assembly. 


No. 107. 


Tehran, May 2, 1 


ican Adviser, who says position 
ster as he hud promised, and 





(iB 4514/1416/84) No. 108. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keilleston.—(Received May 4.) 


No, 131.) aes tae 
Milo phio) oy Tehran, May 3, 1923, 
telegram No. 129. “= 
Sha hee spoken firmly to Miniator of Wan, and Serdar Jang has seen Intter 
Prime Minster wssured both positively that, troop movements in Chahar Mubal were 
hot against Bakntinri but against local band of robbers. : 
Ther discussion, he told Serdar Jang that his conditions were 00,000 tomans, of 
swhialr 100,000 tomatis to be paid at once and the rest later, On being told that khans 
von not And the cash, he told Serdar Jane to go back and consult khans, Tam 
ing Shah myself to-day, 
eerie to authorised by your telegram No. 86 was sont tat May. 
(Gent to India; sent by bag to Bagdad.) 





[1B 4392/1416/94] No. 109. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
No, 94. ee) i 
(rdogeerbis) - _ Foreign Office, May 5, 1923. 
FOUR telegram No, 128 of 80th April: Bakhtiari ‘ j 
see pastbecn discussed with Anglo-Persian Oil, Company, whose information 
does not differ from that in your tolograms. Any fighting in Bakhtiaristan will be 
(ifarfoue to company’s interest, and if iti certain that this is imminent company. ore 
Hapared to make an advance to the khans in onder to ensure cessation of, ez Khan's 
Prendang operations, Amount of the ndvance will bo the iredueible minimums 
Mabecanay: to ensure this, and in any event must not exeeed 20,0001. ‘The hans must 
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ppl y direct to the company for the loan, which will be secured upon their shares and 
oy slty as in case of existing loan, with interest ab 8 per cent, 

__ For your confidential information, oil company are not prepared to guarantee a 
loan madetby the Tmperial Bank of Persia (see your telegram No. 121 of 24th April), 
as on last occasion when hank advanced money interest charge was considered by 
khans unduly excessive (believed to be 9 per cent.). On no account must the name of 
oil company be divulzed to Reza Khan or appear openly in the transaction at all, ‘The 
Imperial Bank will merely be the channel of remitting the money (as in the case of 
certain former loans to khans which were really made by His Majesty's Government), 


ad will be instructed to hold it to your order for payment to Persian Government 
direct. and not through khans, 


Repeat to India. 





E 4548 /1416/34) No, 110. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received May 6.) 

(No. 184.) 
(elegeaphie.) 

MY telegram No. 131, 

Shah has really done his best and stood up well to Minister of War. For my part, 
snd besides note to Persian Government, [ have exchanged four letters with Minister 
of War, and told him bluntly that if safety of oil-felds is threatened I shall have to 
intervene 

Nevertheless, situation is exactly as described in my telegram No. 128, Minister 
of War tells His Majesty that if khans do nob pay his figure he ea and will compel 
them, and he nocepts responsibility tht there will be no internal or external 
compl His Excollency’s attitude is that no reparation can suffice to wipe out 
affront which the hononr of the national army sustained at Shall, but that in deference 
t» intervention of His Majesty, and out of friendship for myself, he is willing to 
sottle matter on a cash basis, but if khans fail within next fow days he must request 


Tehran, May 5, 19 


y to place matter again in the hands of Government 80 that khans may be 


coerced, 
Shiah has told khans that he cannot keep Reza waiting mauy days longer or risk 
accusation of supporting them against Government and army, and that in their own 
aterests they had better make sucrifice, [have told kkhans that they must come to a 
ror off War in. next few days, and that otherwise I must 
+ that both Shah and T have done our utmost for them, but that. their 

failure to follow my advice has stultified these efforts, 

Two courses ouly remain for us 


‘Tell Bakhtiari that money will be advanced to them. 


m money cannot be found, stand aside altogether and let matters take 
their cours 


First ineans provision by Ai 


an Oil Conipany of 50,000% to 60,0001, with 
seant chance of repayment Si 


very risky (see my telegram No, 127) and may 





(B 4580/1416/34) No. 111 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Reecived May 6.) 

(No. 135, Confidential.) 
(elegeaphic.) 

MY telegram No, 121, 

Tt transpired in conversation with Semsam and Jang. yesterday that Jast summer 
they telegraphed to tribal governors that they hud promised British Minister to sto 
troops going to Arabistan, and that all meaus must be used for that purpose. ‘This, 
telegram is doubtless in possession of Minister of War, asked why they had done 


Tehran, May (6, 1923. 
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this after my personal injunction not to allow a conflict with troops and after its 
categorical repetition through Havard ; also why, after Shalil, they told me that they 
Were quite innocent and ienorant of attack. ‘They could give no satisfactory reply, but 
admitted that my attitude had been precisely as I described it. I told them thax 
responsibility of haying acted against my warning must resb exclusively with 
themselves, af A re 

‘Griminal folly of khans is thus fally revealed and belief in British complicity in 
Shalil becomes comprehensible. 

Such are people whom we have to protect. 





[1B 4612/77/34) No. 112. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 6.) 
(No, 136, Confidential.) : 
(Telegraphic.) ae: Tehran, May 

Viv recent telegrams about Bakhtiari will have shown you danger of situition 
which has arisen, Question is grave in itself, but it is also symptomatic, and i 
Arraugement settles nothing radical. ‘The fact is that, lopment of Persian 
fnilitary power and establishment of virtual dictatorship by Minister of War, the basis 
of the whole situation has changed since my arrival here. to decide now, 
find without much delay, whether we aro going to. support or oppose extension of 
Authority of Central Government throughout the entire country, andl in either case by 
‘hab ineans. Ido not think that we can afford any longer to remain neutral, for bot 
Uignity of His Majesty's Gosernment and importance of British interests in, Persia 
svould eventually be compromis ‘To support Minister of War means, the 
most eortain lapse of our local friendships, of which the most important and, difficult 
fase is of course that of Sheikh of Mohammorah ; but support 
control Reza, Khan to some extent nnd perhaps tie him down to definit 
regards shoikl's position, Support would algo strengthen bulwarl 
‘oppose him means— 


Prospect of those same local friendships crumbling under visible force when our 
aS et auraranuceed alt by contral Power, as they certainly will be 
2, Gradual collapse of our positi d influence unless we Id them and our 

frionds by force ; 
3, Thwarting the one chance that has apps 
‘under Persian control ; - 
A period of intensd friction with Persian Government almost cer 
to a rupture ; 
5, Playing into the hands of Russin, 


for decades of stability of Persia 


ly leading 


last year will have prepared your Lordship for this 
hich, in ithas now arisen and must be considered by His Majesty's 


aly reper. throug 


situation, 
Government. 
(Sent to Tndia,) 





[E 4647/28/34) No, 113 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 8.) 


(No. 139. Very Confidential.) 
(Pelographic) ae 
MY. telogram No. 180. F 
Financial Adviser is seoking: for authority from Majlis to borrow up, to 40,000,000 
tomans, I think be much doubis ability to raise anything like that sum, but wants the 
Hhority before Majlis closes. zZ 
ata cunt. Avngrican, market is more shy of Bean oven, th last year, and I 
think the moment is at band when wo can use the full force of the financial lever. 


Tehran, May 7, 1923. 
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[E 4669/1416/34) No. 114. 

Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recewed May 8.) 
(No 140.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No 94, 

Khans are now prepared to offer 100,000 tomans, which corresponds with 
maximum sum which Anglo-Persian Oil Company is prepared to lend them, 1 do. not 

ister of War will accept this as sufficient (see my telegram No. 134). In that 
pressure T can use is to tell him I must stand aside altogether, but that 
Government will have to reconsider their whole attitude towards 


Tehran, May 7, 1923, 


Am Tauthorised to say this? Tt may not be enough, but nothing less will suffice, 

Risk of sutions Aighting now alight owing to, dimension. amonss, Bakitiar 
st khans from which tribal governors will be chosen has bowed 
‘ar, and even promised him armed assistance at their own expense against 


in only mean that if his Excellency is headed off the B 


hitiari road 
will use inti themselv iad he 


to reduce Lurs and open Khorremabad road to Arabistan, 
Tam more than ever convinced that Arabistan is his objective, Once there he will 
squeeze sheikh, depose him, or stir up Atab tribes against him, If Minister of War 
and khans donot auree on a sum, former may move triops into Ba 
may be collision of tribes, but these will) be without th 
in Tehran, and will collapse or be divided by intrigue if they are tackled hy Govern- 
ment troops. Also there is nothing to prevent Minister of War froin arresting khans 

I think, however, his Bxcellency is more likely to proceed by a foreed sale of 

properti chron atid Chaharmahal, In that cass khang will adopt an 
attitude of resentf ion and public pro 


t iaristan and there 
principal leader 


st, and are not above trying to 


in now holds all the khans, So far as Tecan 
he decision, 


the prosent I shall acquaint no one with offer of Anglo-Persinn Oil Company, 
(Sent to India.) “ i - ae 


 Kkhans will be humiliat 





E 4707/223/34) 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kridleston—(Received May 9.) 
No. 127.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 22, 1928, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lords! ith translation of a Bill 
recently passed by the Medjliss for the for -General under the 
m of the American Fi Persian Government, 

t Treasurer-General under its terms is understood to be Mr. MeCaskey, 
our Lordship will remember as having been one of Mr, Shu sistant, 
T have, &. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. {15 


Bill for Treasury Organisation. 
(Translation. 

IN the Finance Department a Department will be organised under the name of 
‘Treasury-General Department, 

2, The Director of the Treasury-General Department will be called Treasurer- 
General, and during the period of the contract made between Dr. Millspaugh and 
the Persian Government, dated the 4th Assad, 1301, one of the American advisers 
of the Department of Finance will be appointed by the Administrator-General to 
be Treasurer-General, and if one of the present American advisers be appointed no 
change will be made in his present contract, whether he has started the work 
mentioned in his contract or not. 
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3, The Treasurer-General’s Department is empowered to receive and centralise 
all the Government revenues, whether in cash or corn, and is empowered to receive 
all revenues received from the finance revenue collectors, and must also be entrusted 
with all monies due to the Government by agreements and concessions. 
4, All Government revenues, in cash or in corn, will be expended only after 
haye been issued by the Finance Minister and with the approval of the 
‘nistrator-General of Finance, and no public expenditure, whether in cash or 
in ‘com, will be made unless @ requisition voucher has been produced and is cextified 
to be in accordance with the appropriation approved by the Medjliss yearly, and 
no voucher will be issued unless it is understood that there should be money left in 
the Treasury-General to meet the demand. ale 
5. The certifying and comparing of demand youchers, as mentioned in the above 
article, will be done by an officer or officers, who will be appointed on. the 
recommendation of the Administrator-General of Finance with the approval of the 
Minister of Finance. ‘Those officers should not be appointed from the Treasuty- 
General and must not be under the orders of, or responsible to, the Treasury-General. 
6. An account of all the revenues and expenditures of the country will be kept 
in the Treasury-General and will be centralised in the above Department; it will 
be open to inspection at all times. : 
All the officials and employees engaged upon the collection of revenues are 
compelled to give at the request of the Treasurer-General all necessary information 
‘garding the income and expenditure of the country, and if guilty of a breach of 






































: 
agoordings 

9, ‘The 
rogulatio x 
Minister, will be put into effect F 

10, All the laws or regulations ov orders for the organisation of the Department 
of Finance, which may be in contradiction to this lav, will in future be inoperative 

11, This law will be put into effect one week after the date of its approval by 
the Minister of Finance. 


N.B—This law. con 
Assembly in its sitting of Hoot 5, 1 












re special orders 
approval of the 














ting of eleven articles, was passed by the National 
1 (24th February, 1923) 


MOTAMEN-UL-MULK, 
President of the National Assembly. 




















[1B 4909/69/34) No. 116. 


in P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Ree 





ved May 14.) 








(No, 197, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 31, 19 
YT HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 11 for the week ending’ the 17th March, compiled by the m 
attaché { this Legation, 











T have, &e 
PERCY LORAINE. 





Enclosure in 
Gecret.) : . 

Intelligence Summary No. 11. for Week ending March 17, 1923. 
Gilan, 





» Minister, Colonel 
the officer commanding troops in the Caspian littoral, has 


TN accordance with instructions received from the 
Mahomed Hussein Khi 




























145 





issued notices instructing the civil population to hand in all firearms to the military 
authorities, 

2, Small field mana-uyres were carried out by the Resht garrison on the 10th and 
the 1th March between Resht and Enzeli, ‘These manceuvres were the cause of 
alarmist rumours that the Russians were threatening to land at Enzeli, the rumours 
being entirely without foundation, ‘They were, However, so persistent that the 
Russian consul, Apresof, who returned to Resht from Tehran on the 10th March, 
issued a printed notice in the city on the 1th March to contradict them: 

3. A Russian marine survey ship, the “Maxim Gorki’’ (forme 
fehdi "), arrived at Enzeli trom Baku on the 6th March, She 
survey and sounding along the coast of the Casp 
11th March to continue her voy 


















ly the 
is carrying out a 
in Sea, and left Enzeli on the 



















ge round the co One of her senior officers is a. 
German, and most of the remainder are Letts or Esthonians. 
4. ck on the movement of undesirables, Colonel Mahomed Hussein 


Khan has issued orders th 
signed by a compet 
innkeepers and lod 
to the milita 
amongst certa 
Nayer-es-Sultan 


. The Wa 





‘at all travellers in Gilan must be provided with a 
wil or military authority, and that all hotel proprieto 
house keepers must rendei of all travellers and guests 
authorities, ‘hese orders have caused considerable consternation 
circles, 1 an consul and the Governor of Gilan, 
nce, 
to the officer commanding at 
ice in Gilan, apart from the 



































left Resht on the 11th March for Astarabad 





He expects to be back in Resht by the 1st April, 
is temporarily acting for him during his absence, 
7, A large building in Enzeli, in which were situated the offices of the Russian 
eign Trade Department, Centrosoyuz, and Water ‘Transport, was completely 
pyed by fire on the 15th March, ‘It is reported to be incenditrism carried out 
tain Russian officials of Vneshtorg, who were suspected of misappropriation 
id. desired to destroy all records, Shumyatsky has ordered an urgent 
enquiry to be held into the matter 





His brother, Major 




















Transcaucasia, 





8. A source usually reliable gives the following news from Baki 
4a.) On the 2nd March, fifty-six men, called Zinovievsty (Red students of the 
ection of the Communist University of Moscow, called Zinovief), arrived 
n Baku for secret work on belial? Of the Communist party, On the day 
lowing their arrival they inspected the various Communist 
tions, 
(b,) On the 2nd March, at noon, took place the offic 
of the naval trair 
mien took the 0 
(c.) Two ice-breakers * 5: 
open the ri 















fo 
administrs 








| inauguration and opening 
z establishment, when the Ist Battalion of Young. 
ii of allegiance to the Communist party, 

and © Oktiabr ” have left for Astrakhan to 
sports and warships, 
ku have effected the arrest of twenty-seven 



























(1), jemenot in Harbin. 

fete given in Baku White City for-children, portraits of Lenin 

wirsky, which were hung np in the room, were torn down and 

destroyed, ‘This act hias considerably incensed members of the party. 

(7) Aconsiderable number of troops are expected shortly from Central Russia, 
nd the military authorities are commandecritig a number of large 

puildings as billets, 

‘A considerable quantity of military material has been pa 

for Tiflis 

Dissatisfaction amongst all cla 

demanding release from nnlitary service, 

(y,) Estimates lave been asked of a Swedish company for the supply of 
wagons for the Baku~Tiflis line 


{lovoe]~ v 
























i Bakw 





ng, and soldiers are 








ilway 
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(h.) Urgent orders have been sent from the Moscow Government to the following 
automobile factories to accelerate work and output 


(1.) Moscow, two factories and one repair factor 
(2) Yaroslat. 
) Rebensk, 
Sevastopol (* Gramm ” factory). 


(8.) Petrograd (* Pogars 


(i) All tailors in Baku are being mobili s called the 
“Tglasoyuz” (Needle Union), for the manufacture of summer uniforms 
for the Red army. 

(j.) A number of ships’ carpenter mechanics, engineers, &c., are 
being urgently collected at Nicolaef for work in the docks. Good wages 
are being oliered. 


Azerbaijan. 
9, Pabriz,—The ‘Turkish consul-general at ‘T 
vid Julfa and Alexandropol, and expects to be absent about two month 
Tn a conversation on the 9th March, he stated that the light r 
Bayazid is working for a distance of about 60 kilom. towards Kar 
though in working order, it is not regularly used 
10, His Majesty's consul at Tabriz. reports that the Turks 
curry favour with the Kurds, whom they have promised to ass 
they may have with the Persians, For instance, the Kurds of Somai, 
ave reported to be in touch with the Turkish Kaimakam of Van, who has promised to 
negotiate on their behalf with the Persian military authorities in the event of 
trouble. 
11, Urmia—His Majesty’s consul at Tabriz reports on the Sth March as 
follows -— 


Moslem feeling towards Christians is reported to be less friendly than 
hitherto, id, owing to the alleged threatening attitude of Agha 
‘Telegraphic instructions from the General Officer 
Ardebil to his offi vommanding at Salmas to remove all 
ian re! from Salmas within forty-eight hours, resulted in great 
‘and again caused rumours that the Turks were about to invade 
itory, There has not yet heen any satisfactory explanation of this 
sudden action, Pat it appears that the Persian garrison at Salmas has been 
reduced to about 800 men, and that the district is again full of armed Kurds, 
whose attitude has lately given cause for anxiety. The General Officer 
Commanding may lave ordered the removal of the Christians to avoid the 
possibility of any unpleasant incident owing to the impossibility of guaranteeing 
the maintenance of order with the reduced garrison. 


12, Nasr-ul-Mulk, appointed to negotiate between the Persian Government and 
Simko, was at Saojbulak on the 8th March awaiting Simko's reply to the Persian 
proposals, 


Tehran. 

13, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek has at last completed the formation of his Cabinet by 
appointing Mobkber-es-Sultaneh to be Minister of Public Works, and Nasr-ul Mull: 
to be Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraphs, the latter being replaced as Minister of 
Finance by Baha-ul-Mutk, ; 

"Adib-es-Sultaneh has been appointed Acting Minister of Interior. 

‘These appointments have yet to be confirmed by the Medj) 

14, Shumyatsky informed the Prime Minister on the Sth March that the 
Russian members of tho Russo-Persian Boundary Commission will be ready to 
commence work at Ashnrada Island on the 22nd March. (Reference my Intelligence 

No. 3, dated the 21st January, 1923, paragraph 19.) 

15. Hussein Bey, secretary at the Turkish Legation, attended a meeting of the 

committée of the party “Jamiyat Abrare Islam,” on the 9th March in Tehran, The 
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meeting took place under closed doors. Hussein Bey made a speech in which he 
expressed the hope that all Mahommedan countries would form an alliance, He 
stated that it is essential to tale advantage of the present moment whilst the Russians 
are working with the Turks. ‘That though Russia at the moment is supporting Islam, 
when she obtains recognition by the European Powers her policy pullers 

16. The War Minister has detailed a personal escort for His Majesty the Shah, 
consisting of 400 infantry and 200 cavalry. ‘The unit is named the “ Ahmedich " 
Regiment, and will be permanently employed as escort to His Majesty and for guard 
duties at the pre. ‘The regiment is to be issued with a special uniform, for the 
purchase of which 0,900 tomans hag been allotted. : 

‘ y has organised 2 committee in ‘Tehran named “ An: 
Nizarat Tabaristan’” which fe to work on behalf of Russian interests at the coming 
general elections for the Med cs ference my Intelligence Summary No, 8, dated 

commercial agreement between Persia and Russia are 
Taghi Kadeh, the chief Persian delegate, has written to say: 
that he expects the agreement to be completed in April, to the satisfaction of both 
parties, 
19. y has erected a wirel ion at Kasr Kajar (8 miles 
of Tehran) with the aid of some Russian mechanics, ‘The officer in she atte 
station reported on the 16th March that: he hoped the station will commence work 
receiying and sending messages from the Ist April. 
_ 20. Nizhet Bey, until recently Turkish Chargé’d’Affaires at Tehran, has stated 
his intention of leaving for Constantinople on the 23rd March, and is reported to be 
returning to Per 


Mazanderan. 


in connection with operations against 

he naval agent referred the request to Minsky, the Russian 

consul at Astarabad, who refused to sanction it : 
Orlof, the Russian official in cha 

dismissed by Minsky on the 10th Marel, 

The Ru: 1 Kurah’’ called at Band aaz on ‘i 

10th March. A naval officer named Maksim disembarked ostensibly to shoot in ie 

hbourhood, but in reality for purposes of reconnoitring the area round the port 


of Vneshtorg at Bandar-i-Gaz, was 


Ispahan. 
24. Tardof, the Russian consul at Ispahan, was instructed by Shum: 
; issian consul at Ispahan, was ted by yatsky on 
the 11th March to send Zia-ul-Wazin, the ex-editor of the Tehran newspaper * Tran 
to Shiraz to be employed there on election propaganda in Russian interests 
. Tardof issued detailed instructions on the Ist. March to his local agents 
‘ding carrying out propaganda in the Ispahan province for the coming general 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutonant-Colonet, 


Military Att é. 
ehran, March 18, 1923. sea eke 





[E 4910/69/34) No. 117 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marjuess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 14.) 


(No. 138, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 31, 1923, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 12 for the week ending the 24th March, compiled by the military 
attaché to this Legation 

T have, &c 
PERCY LORAINE, 








148 


Enclosure in No. 117. 
(Secret.) 


Gilan. 


THE Russian consuls at Resht and at Enzeli have commenced energetic 
propaganda in favour of pro-Russian Deputies being elected for Gilan at the coming 
general elections, % 

2, With teference to paragraph 7 of last week’s summary, news from Enzeli 
confirms the statement that the destruction of the Soviet offices in the town was the 
result of incendiarism by certain Russian officials who had misappropriated consider- 
able sums of Russian Government money. ‘The total losses to the Soviet authorities 
are estimated at 30,000/., exclusive of the value of the building: se 

M, Shumyatsky has decided to go to Enzeli himself next week to enquire into 
the matter . 

3, A Persian courier from Moscow, who arrived at Tehran a few days ago, 
reports that Thsamullah Khan has been killed hy the Russian authorities when 
travelling between Baku and Moscow. Thsanullah Khan commanded the rebel forces 
in Gilan in 1921 against the Persian Government troops, and took refnge in Bakn 
after the defeat of Kuchik Khan, 


Intelligence Summary No. 12 for Week Ending March 24, 1923. 


Transcaucasia, 
4, In amplification of information given in paragraph 8 of my Intell 
ummary No. 8, dated the 25th February, 1923, the following details regarding the 
‘Air Force in the Caueasus have been received -— 
Headquarters of the Air Force are situated at Baku and at Tiflis. 
Baku.—Vhirteen aeroplanes as follows : 
No. 15, Named “‘Strebitel.”” An Am 
Baku and Daghestan, 
No, 19, Named “First International,” A French machine. A long 
distance flier, used between Baku and Moscow 
No. 4, Named ‘rc also “* Probaditel 
Odessa, 
No. 1. Named “Rosa Luxembourg,’ A new German machine. 
Four aeroplanes are under repair at Baku. 
There are also five other aeroplanes at Baku which are kept under guard, 
are not regularly used and of which there are no details, 
Tiflis. Ten aeropla 
No. 1, Named ‘*Saretelli,”” Flies between Tiflis and Viadikay 
No, med ‘ Krasnay 
No. 7; Named “Sacha de 
No. 9. Named * Gabon r military 
No.1, Named * kori Pomtosh, merican machine, 
No. 4. Nan a Rossia. 


Names of the others unknown. ‘Three of the above aeroplanes belonged to 
the Georgian Government and seven were bronght to Tiflis by the Russians. 
Erican.—Fonr aeroplanes as follows -— 

No. 8. Named ‘Shahoumian,”’ Flies between 2 

Another is called the "26th Communitishk 
Karabagh. 

Another is under repair, and the fourth 
regularly. 
Alecandropol.—Six aeroplane = 

No. 14. Named ‘Carl Marx." A French machine. Flies between Kars 
Sarekemish and Bayazid, 

‘he other five arekept in the fort-and not used regularly, These are the 
best in the Caucast 


n machine which is used between 


Used between Baku and 


as follows 


zur and Erivan 
id flies between 


good order hut not used 


Azerbaijan, 

6. Ardebil—The General Officer Commanding Tabriz Di on reports from 
‘Ardabil Hine the disarmament of the Shahsevan tribes is proceeding smoothly in spite 
Of efforts on the part of certain sections of the tribe to secrete their arm: 


2 ficer commanding at Mianeh reports that 500 riffes have been handed in to 
him by tribesmen in that locality. 

6. Urmia.—Strict orders have again been issued by the Persian. military 
authorities to prevent Turkish officers, soldiers, munitions or supplies from crossing 
Persian territory either individually on collectively. in view of the desire of Buz 
Demir, the Turkish Commander at Rowanduz, to utilise the easier line of 
communication to Van via Urmia, 


Tehran. 


___.7. Owing to the Persian New Year holiday: y no Wo 
in Government offices during the past week, On 
His Majesty the Shab held a “Salaam”? and a reception, attended by all foreign 
representatives and their stafis. The ceremony ended with a march past of a portion 
of the Tehran garrison, some regiments ap 


an, 80 ppearing in full dress uniforms of a new. 
pattern. An interesting innovation was the attendance on parade of six men from 


each of the nomad tribes in Persia in their picturesque tribal costume. 
8. On the 18th March, Moheyyedin Pasha invited all Turkish Armenians 
‘ehran to the Turkish Legation. In a speech to them he stated :-— 
“We love our Armenian subjects and desire to protect their interests 
wherever they may be, although they consider themselves to/be our enemies and 
listen to the advice given them by other Powers,”” 


has been done 
Day (the 22nd March), 


in 


9). The following message was received by the Prime Minister trom Taghi Zadeh, 

the head of the Persian trade delegation at Moscow, dated the 20th March 
“The Russo-Persian ‘Trade Agreement is almost completed, ‘Two 
important points, on which Soviet Russia had hitherto refused to give way, have 
now heen settled, namely, (1) the transit question, (2) the removal of Soviet, 
Government trade monopoly in the Persian market.” 


The Persian authorities expect the trade nog 
concluded at an early date, 

10. Colonel Roshani Bey left the Turkish Legation, ‘Tehran, for Baku vit Enzeli 
on the 20th March, He is believed to be returning to Angora and is carrying 
despatches from Moheyyedin Pasha ¥ 

11, Dr. Millspangh is arranging a loan of 24 million tomans, the Crown lands 

given as security, ‘The money is to be allotted to the ‘Tehran municipality, 

h is to repay the foan and interest by instalments. i 


Astarabad. 


12, The Russian anthorities are demanding 200,000 tomans from the Persian 
roment as compensation for loss of Russian goods on Ashurada Island, which 
looted by Persian Turkomans last year, 

Dr. Orlof arrived at Astardbad on the 20th March, y 
y to the Russian consil, Ninsky, He was in Mazinderan in 1919-20, and 
vas arrested and deported by the Persian authorities for revolutionary activities, 


© he is to be 


Ispahan. 

14, Agha Mohamed and Agha Mehdi, both school teachers, have been engaged 
by M, Tardof, the Russian consul-general, for propaganda work. Frequent meetings 
are held at the houses of these individual 

Agha Majid, teacher in the school “Farhan” at Ispahan, is also in the pay of 
the Russian constl-general. It is proposed to disseminate Bolshevik precepts among, 
the hoys of the school by the use of Bolshevik literature in their syllabus, A night 
school is also to be established at the ‘Farhang’” school for spreading Bolshevile 
propaganda amongst senior pupils, 


South Persia, 
15. Reports receiyed during the past week state that all roads are safe for 
traffic, 
M, SAUNDERS, Lisutenant-Colonel, 


Military Attaché 
Tehran, March 25, 1928. 








[EB 4715/313/34) 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receiced May 9.) 


(No. 143.) 

My Lord, 
pws 50 good 
should adopt 


letters, my French, United 
present, but T did not mysel A likely reason for this discrimination is 
that the French and Ttalian Governments haye had representatives of sorts at 
's Government have sent none, and the United States 
None of my Allied and associated colleagues, however, 
indebted 


Pash 
‘on the 


other colleagues swere only too thankful that F should do so. 

Ubegan by explaining the:situation to the competent Persian authorities, and 
told them that neither {nor the representatives of other Powers which were still 
technically at war with Turkey and in any case had not recognised the Angora 
Government, could allow the Angora Ambassador to act as our spokesman at the 
reception of the Diplomatic Body hy the Shah at Noruz. _T wished, howeyer, to a 
‘an incident or any action likely to split the Diplomatie Body into two camp: 
the time of spealsing, we had several weeks to run, T hoped that an amicable solution 
could be found instich manner as to spare His Imperial Majesty any embarrassment 
tad’ tovavoitl any. friction inthe Diplomatic Body. The simplest eolition seemed 
to me to be that Mubieddin Pasha should tacitly waive any claim he might have 
to act as spokesman on that occasion, and should himself ask to be received separately 
‘he Persinn authorities listened attentively to my observations, but, as usual. showe 
no disposition to grapple with the difficnlty themselves, Being well aware that little 
reliance could be placed on the efficacy of any Persian initiative, I took steps to brin 
the matter directly to the notice of Mubieddin Pasha, As T was then, and still am, 
unacgnainted with his Excellency, and as my Allied colleagues could obviously 
no help in the matter, T sought the good offices of my German colleague and am 
Jad to say that they were placed unreservedly at my disposal. Count Schulenburz 
‘indly undertook to explain the eireum to Muhieddin Pasha, to put forward 
the sime suggestion for an honourable ch T had made to the Persian 
authorities, and to invite his Excellency’s collaboration in avoiding any incident or 
friction. Count Sckulenburg’s communication, as he afterwards informed me, was 
very well received by Muhieddin Pasha, who showed an entirely conciliatory spir 
He did not, however, give.a definite answer, but asked for time to reflect and to consult 
the Afghan Minister, Count Schulenburg later on pressed him for a decision, but 
up to the 18th instant he bad not quite made up his mind. My. Allied colleague 
whom T kept informed, were quite agreeable to the solution which I had proposed. 
but were anxious, as Twas myself, that the matter honld be definitely settle? and 
put beyond the reach of an eleventh hour hitch 


151 
On the 14th March I attended the weekly reception of the Minister 
Affairs and enquired how the matter stood. His Excellency replied, 
iny relief, that he had that morning received from Mubieddin Pasha an appli 
to be received separately by the Shah at Noruz, and that it was the intention of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs to comply with this request, and that the rest of the 
Diplomatic Body should be received together, but after the Ambassador. I replied 
that so far as I was concerned this arrangement was acceptable, and 1 was aware 
that it would be acceptable to my Allied colleagues also, I said, however, that J wished 
to know whetiter this arrangement could be regarded as absolutely final, and enquired 
whether his Excellency had taken the Shah’s orders. Zoka-ul-Mulk replied in the 
negative, but promised to lay the matter before His Imperial Majesty and to let me 
now the result. I thanked his Excellency and impressed on him once more the 
olute necessity in everyone's interest of having the arra cut and dried 
During the following week I received no communication on the subject trom 
-ul-Mulk, On the morning of the 2ist March, only twenty-four hours before 
the time of the Noruz ceremony, I obtained information from: a private but 
‘authoritative source that the Russian Chargé d’AMaires had demanded to be received 
with the Angora Ambassador, thus separating himself from the rest of the. heads 
ocinted On previous similar occasions, 
s singular demand was that even if the other 
ngora Ambassadoy as dean, he did himself, 
ed from him, 1 also learnt that. M. Shumiatsky: hy 
ihreatened to absent himself from the ceremony altogether, failing compliance with 
hhisdemand, and that the Persian authorities were abont to capitulate to this menace 
Precisely the kind of incident which I had laboured to ayoid had thus arisen 
fter the full warning given a week before to Zoka-ul-Mulk, it appeared that the 
rangements were going to be changed at the last moment and the Allied 
ves placed on the very morning of the reception, which was timed for 
1030 A.ats in a position quite at h their wishes and from which they 
ould scarcely extricate themsely dignity was to be maintained, without 
causing considerable inconvenience to the Shah, 
Tnimediate action was required, and I decided to take it in my own name and in 
1 doubted 
whether any effective steps could be expected from the Protocol Department, and 
indeed, suspected it of having wilted before the Rnssian threat, and I therefore 
resolved to send a direct’ message to His Imperial Majesty by Pr 
Ezazes-Sultanch, the son of Kamran Mirza, Naib-es-Sulianch, who 
newhat in the capacity of His Majesty’s confidential secret 
did not reach me till 745 pav,, and Ezaz-es-Sultaneh then came to tell me that 
nessave had been very well received by the Shah, but that M. Shumintsky had 
declined to withdraw his request to be received with the ‘Turkish Ambassador, 1 
iequested Eziz-es-Sultaneh to return once more to the palace and inform His Imperial 
Majesty that, in the circumstances, the only solution appeared to me to be that all 
the headerot miasion aiionid barreeaivedsenicatoly dni notifoation) sent énck 
Legation in that sense vers on the following morning, T added that in my 
opinion it was useless to negotiate with a person like M. Shumiatsky ona question 
of this sort, and that if His Imperial Majesty stated it to be his pleasure to receive 
the diplomatic repr es separately, it would be difficult for anyone to dispute 
‘a decision from that quart 
Tn the course of the afternoon 1 had found time to see my French colleagne, 
nd was glad to ascertain that T could connt on his whole-hearted support, After 
Ezaz-es-Sultaneh had left for the palace with my second message, | wrote to the other 
nd associated representatives to acquaint them with what had taken place 
1 them to support the action which T might find it necessary to take 
Furthermore, I wrote to the Minister for Foreign Af 
vithout, notification, of the arrangements which he 
the previous week, and Thad accepted subject to the Shah's 
on to say that I was unable to acquiesce in the proposal that 
@Afiaires should be received with the Ambassador from 


hat of my Allied colleagues, counting on their bees coneurrencs 


‘The voy 


1. Because this split the Diplomatic Body into two camps. 

2 Because it would convey. the impression that the, Turkish and, Russian 
representatives enjoyed a privileged position at the Conrt of Persia, and 
this was quite inadmissible, 
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8. Because I regarded M, Shumiatsky’s demand as an attempt on the part 
‘of a Chargé d’Affaires to be received by His Majesty before Ministers 
plenipotentiary and thus to take precedence of them. 


L informed his Excellency that in my opinion the only solution of the questions 
was that each diplomatic representative, with his stafi, should be received separately 
by the Shah. Tadded that unless on the following morning arrangements had been 
tiade which appeared to me to safeguard adequately the position of my Sovereign's 
representative, I must reserve the right, even then, to demand a separate audience 
for myself, and that my Allied colleagues would probably do likewise. ‘The letter 
as sent by special messenger and reached Zoka-ul-Mulk at about 11 pat, Hi 
Excellency has since informed me that it was the first news which he received of 
any alteration of the arrangements originally contemplated. 

Larrived at the palace, with the staff of His Majesty's Legation, at 10-25 s.a1. 
on the following morning, ‘There was no representative of the Protocol Department 
there to receive the foreign Ministers, and later on I complained officially to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of this departure from usage and courtesy. Very 
shortly, however, a representative of the Imperial Court appeared, and 1 immediately 
enquired of him whether the Turkish and Russian representatives had already been 
or were being received by His Imperial Majesty, as they were not in the room wher 
my other colleagues and I were assembled, ‘The ( jain replied in the negative, 
and added that they had been shown into a separate room. ‘This made it clear to 
me that we were going to have a pitched diplomatic battle, and I made up my mind 
that it was necessary to teach both the Protocol Department and the Russian Chargé 
Affaires a lesson, iand that absolute firmness would be needed to achieve that result 
‘A few minutes later Moaven-ed-Dowleh, the head of the Protocol Department, 
arrived and came at once to speak tome. [enquired how matters stood, and whether 
the reception was to take place separately as I had requested. He replied that this 
suggestion liad been made to M. Shumiatsky, who declined to entertain it or to 
separate himself from Muhieddin Pasha, I expressed my astonishment that the 
Russian Chargé d’Affaires should be allowed to dictate procedure at the Sh 
and said that the matter required a decision by the Persian authorities 
Negotiation: if the Russian attitude was tolerated, I must demand a separate 
audience, Moayen-ed-Dowleh begged me to find a solution of the que Treplied 
that Uhad proposed the only possible solution and, could only wait to know whether 
it was adopted, About halt an hour later the Minister for Foreign Affairs himself 
came to me, His Excellency said that M. Shumiatsky still obdurate and 
threatened to return to his Legation failing compliance with his demands, and he 
made a personal appeal to me to find wway ont of the difficulty. I repeated to his 
Bxcellency the reply which 1 had returned to Moaven-ed-Dowleh and expressed my 
inability to alter in any manner what the position which T had taken up, and 
in which, as I bad meanwhile ascertained, my Allied and associated colleagues stood 

nutes after the ceremony 


T felt that the dignity of His Majesty's representative was involved in this 
incident, as well as the sanictity of established diplomatic precedence, and that only 
‘an inflexible attitude would avail to preserve both. ‘The lesson will not, T think, be 
Jost either on the Russian Legation or the Protocol Department, and it is also 
satisfactory to note that both the Afghan. and German Ministers, to whom I explained 
the situation while we were waiting in the ante-room of the palace, were kept in 
line with the Allied representatives. 

‘The incident has naturally been the subject of considerable comment in the town, 
and I am informed that the majority of Persians consider, for once, that the British 
Minister was entirely in the right, are pleased at the result, and lay the blame on 
the Protocol Department. 

Copies of this despatch are being forwarded to the Government of Tndia and to 

Majesty's Acti1 Tigh Commissioner at Bagdad, 
Thave, &. 
PERCY LORAINE. 
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[E 4716/207/34) No. 


119, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received May 9.) 
No. 144.) 


Lord, re i 
om Lehran, April 2, 1925 
T HAVE the honour, with reference to my telegram No. 63 af tne araintateb 
last, to address your Lordship on the subject of the prospects of railway construction 
_, The situation which has obtained for several years past is that the Pe 
Railway Syndicate pos mn option for the construction of two lines in West Per 
granted at a moment when the Medjliss was in abeyance, but as yet unratified by 
that Assembly, which is extremely jealous of the clause of the Constitution which 
makes the legal validity of any concession, &c,, dependent on its formal approval 
The syndicate has performed its obligations under the terms of the option and has 
Spent a considerable sum of money on survey work, which it would recoup in the 
event of a concession being’ granted to it, and would claim the repayment of if no 
concession were granted. It has submitted its proposals to the Persian Government. 
nd awaits their reply, which ought to have been given in July 1922. ‘The syndicate 
is, T understand, prépared to undertake construction if called on to do so by the 
Persian Government and subject to reasonable guarantees against financial loss, 
Opinion in Persia in favour of railway construction is gathering strength, and 
the present Prime Minister is especially sensible of the need for it. It may seem 
surprising that in these circumstances the Persian Government should not. have 
closed with the syndicate’s offer, ‘The reason for that omission is to be found in the 
still widespread fear and suspicion of British political designs in this country. and 
sstered by hostile or interested persons, that a British 
ructed railway would be a powerful instrument of political penetration. Tt is 
obviously difficult at any particular moment to gauge the strength or sincerity of 
these apprehensions, though I feel able to express the view that they are gradually 
diminishing. What is certain, however, is that successive Persian Governments 
during the last eighteen months have not proposed to the Medjliss to confirm the 
‘option of to grant'n concession to the syndicate, and have each alleged thiat to do so 
in the present state of opinion would be to court a refusal and. jeopardise the 
prospects of construction. ‘Pwo other considerations have influenced these Govern- 
ments: firstly, the fear of being accused of Anglophilism; secondly, th 
Russian displeasure and counter-demands, ‘To the Western mind these dif 
seem more apparent than real; to the Persian mind they are formidable obs 
firaetically unsurmountable until there comes about a complete change of epinion 
here, which no Persian has the courage to advocate openly, but of which most realise 
the desirability. ‘The matter is thus allowed to drag on in the fatalistie hope that 
some fortunate hazard will provide a solution, ‘The well-disposed have actually: no 
‘objection to a British railway, but in order to save their patriotic face would pr 
that it should be camouflaged in the guise of an international company. ‘The ill 
disposed still hope either that their opposition will be bought off, or that a non- 
British competitor can be brought into the field and a situation created similar to 
that of the northern oil concession 
Persian fashion, that Persi 


i eigners the 
inestimab! ig 


rather than 


correct, 
question with Persian officials or 
ais a well-wisher of Persia, Great Britain would be glad to see her adopt a 
programme of railway construction: for herself, Great Britain is in no hurry. to 
undertake the task, but, if convinced that Persia really wants railways and is pre. 
pared to provide for them out of her own resources, she is ready to give assistance, 
‘That the Persians must make up their own minds on the subject; if they decide on 
construction, there is a first-class British syndicate able and read 
already possessing an option for that purpose; if they fear political penetration 
through the railway, we are prepared, however unfounded such apprehensions may 
appear to us, to discuss any reasonable means to allay them, ¢. merican partici- 
ation. ‘That to me the benefits of railway construction in Persia are so obvious that, 
am unable to appreciate Persian hesitation to close with so advantageous an offer 
as that of the Persian Railway Syndicate: That financial stringency might be a 
[10708) x 
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ground for theis hesitation, but now that there are competent American advisers 
here, they should be instructed to report on the capacity of the country t0 Pay fora 
railway system, 

XGY Soh for the ground-work of the situation. A new element has aristt, 
howerar miifeh, from a mechanical and technical point of view, might not impossibly 
provide'a solution of Persia's railway problem so far as, the mere quetirt of 
Transport and communciations is concerned. I refer to the roadrails” system of 
transport aG extremely difficult for a layman to say whether roadrails, also known 
as the Stronach Dutton system, are suitable for use in Persia or would provide with 
regularity and officeney the mechanical haulage which this county requires. At 
Her Gah the system would seem well suited for the purpose; if this view were fon 
firmed’by competent engineers, its remarkable cheapness in comparsort with a 
ret a raslwny, would, in Persian eyes, be an irresistible argument in favour of 
ts employment. ‘There is therefore some possibility of the Persians W ing, on very 
istidiable grounds of economy, to have a roadrails line laid between te Trak frontier 
aT ee arom reference to the standard railway contemplated by the Per 
Teailway Syndicate, Tf that situation arose, it would early be unwise < 
ingracious on the part of His Majesty's Government to insist consistently, with the 
support heh they have hitherto afforded to the option, acquired by the Persian 
Teikony Syndicate on the construction of a standard line if a roadrails Tine, at one- 
tenth oF one-eighth of the cost, could immediate purposes equally well. 
Peat or ctnatity would bo avoided if there was a fusion of interests between the 
Persian Railway Syndicate and the Roadrails Company in regard to fo struction 
eer iar patel and if tho Persian Railway. Syndicate were willing to lay roadrails: 

ore of a railway on the lines mentioned in the option, if called on to de Fo hy the 
instondd Of 8 nent, _ Th this way it seems to me possible to forestall & Test 
aera soveriiet of interest between two British enterprises, to avord the question 
ANsing whether the laying of roadrails is an infraction of a railway option tot 
Anne vey qo. sbrengthion considerably. the chances oF any sort of railroad 
ces clon being undertaken by British firms. These were the considerstsons which 
Thad in mind wen expressing the hope. in my telegram that your Lordship would 
tinge on the two firms in question the desirability of combining their interests, 

‘Phe question of railway, construction in Persia is one which has interested me 
for a long. time, and although T am aware that, it hs been com dered by Hi 


Majesty's Government and discussed by bodies and individuals far more competent, 
Ahan myselt, your yi dehip will, I trast, permit me to express the personal views 


than maT ve formed on the subject in the hiope that they may be of interest and 
sorvive, 

Daring my earlier residence in ‘Tehran, when 1 acted as secrets in charge of 
commguutab agains, [formed the opinion, and expressed it in a conker ial trade 
Yepart in 1908, that the policy of rond-making in Persia had not given the results 
Cepected of ity either trom the point of view of opening wp Persia or from that of 
expert inde, and that. His Majesty's Government would be well advised to con- 
contrate their principal ener; {ie future on a policy of railway construction. 

think that the course of events since that date tends 

We wish to sell British goods to Persia. ‘The 

5 diminishing, and it seems unlikely that it will 

Persian exports. ‘The. principal 
portable articles either 
‘ost i respect of transport clianges 
‘Take agriculture as one example. 
: ood harvest an exportable surplus 
‘of foodstults, iv of cultivation which are 
still employed an portion of cultivable land 
is actually under cultivation, Tf r it is not because of 
‘t genoral shortage in the country, ficient means of 
distribution and becaus ly costly. Tf, there- 
fore, distribution were more rapid transport, 
capable of movement 
Jarger aren would be brovg) 
stuffs onght to be available annu: 
India. te A 
‘any other examples could easly be found, and it is Weber to dwell on the 
stimolas both material and moral, which would be gives ts the life of the country 
by the introduction of railways. Tt may ‘safely be assumed that they would be a 
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powerful factor in ineres and its value as 
a market for British good note that in the 
four years since the few miles of railw id 
Duzdab have been opened to tra 
doubled, whereas the export 
the economic situation, could also tend autor 
situation, so long as the railway 

This condition is an impor tes an examination 
of the question of alignment, To take the problem a letached from 
the questions involved in existing options or concessions, it = 
the general axis of the future Persian railway system ouglit to be west-cn 
te eecnth, and that both for economic and strategic reasons. Broadly speaking, 
the Persian trunk line ought to be regarded as a sector of a futu continental 
South railway linking up India with the Eastern Mediterranean, perhaps at 
Vinita, and maybe with an alternative route diverging from Bagdad through, Con: 
stantinople to Western Europe. So fav as Lam able to perceive, this conception is 
the most advantageous one in, the interest of Great Britain and Persia alike, 
Aouming that the line staris from and connects with the Trak railway system tn 
Astin arctan. frontier, its proper alignment should be KhanikinKermanshalh 
Heemadan-Sultanabad-Ispahan-Yerd-Kerman-Duzdab, where it would connect 
Ta the existing Indian system, ‘The Persians would doubtless want the line pre 
longed from Hamadan through ‘oberan to Tehran, and there would be no. objection. 
jong slong a it did not divert the main axis of the future trunk Hine, to whieh it 
ee ae er Ea the position of a brauch line to the enpital, TL would be useful also 
Hone tar the main line with the Persian Gulf by lintes within Persian territe 
tea. via the Diz, Valley with Mohammerah, from Ispahan vid Shira with Bushi 
and from Kerman to Bunder Abbas, 

The northesouth axis is objectionable because at one end it leads to, nowhere 
except Russia, Tt has the fallacious appearance of being a sea-to sea line; lacious 
Hee ee Caspian is a Russian lake and is both physically. and politically 
Pecan tle tothe commerce of all nations, ‘The danger to Persia threatens from the 
wih A north-south alignment would therefore be a line of dangerous penetration 
north se Persian point of view, and a line of dangerous approach, necessitating 
arr eecr res, qr some sort of political control over tho southern sector, from the 
Puna point of view, LL is hardly too much to sty that the construction of north 
radi iRe would make the loss of Persia's independence a matheinatical certainty 
The eventuality is therefore one to be avoided to tho utmost of our abil 

On the other hand, an east-west trunk line not only provides a. ba 

Fr Tet the north, but also offers n system of Lateral communications which 
advance from lay euch adyance appreciably, more hazardons to undertake (and 
Infinitely more etsy to repel. ‘The considerable distance wh nates it, from 
Persia’s northern frontier uld con: ute another factor of secu 

Her alt strongly in favour of the trunk line being a standard railway. if 

ative of roudmalls for this comtry be demonstrated, this system could con 

aati he deed for the purpose of branch and feeder Jines-—for the the being, at 
venient He Tp however, the Persians find that they eannot support the financial 
all Grents: | atanlard railway for the moment, and desive to have a noadails tntce 
burden of # ye western frontier to begin with, I do not thinks we should oppose this 
tare provided the interests of the Persian Railway Syndicale were, guarante il 
This could best be done by their acting As the Persian Government's agents for 
This could pest drasls track as a foreriner of dhe standard railway, which would 
aaratady require an, altogteber different, racé from the road followed by the ro: 
Obra earned to fhink, however, that it would be wisest to use the rpadrais 
syst Wally, inthe first phice away from the main western line for 
exa , ‘eto Shiraz, with an extension to Tspahan if the e: 

Mal meanwhile to encourage the Persians to proceed 

Construct from the Irak frontier to Kermanshah at least, and 
if possible to Hi 

My reasons 


outlays they ma; 


1. ‘The line terminates at a port already poscessing adequate, equipment fer 
handling at! extensive overseas trade, viz., Basta, The cost of eon 
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structing a port in addition toa railway will therefore not be a charge on 

Persian finances. Fi ¥ 

2, ‘The region through which the railway passes is, for Persia, a comparatively 
fertile one, and is certainly capable of agricultural development. 

3, The route is the one along which the greatest volume of Persian trade already 
passes. It may therefore be anticipated that the existing trade will be 
ft once transferred to the railway and that the more rapid and cheaper 
transport provided by the railway will stimulate a development of that 
trade. 

4 The route is that taken by pilgrims to the Holy Places of the Shia Faith, and 

by corpses sent there for burial; also by travellers to and from the west. 

‘Meavellers along the road average in the present unfavourable conditions 
about 100 a day; corpses, 10. A considerable passenger traffic is therefore 
assured at the outset, and it is likely to increase considerably, | 

5, A tourist traffic might be developed. ‘The money spent by tourists in Persia 
‘vould be a gain to this country, Places like the Hamadan and the 

‘Tehran neighbourhoods might well become summer residential resorts for 

dwellers in the lowlands of Irak, the Gulf and Arabistan. 



































Tt is, I think, clear that no other alignment possesses this aggregate of 


advantages. S 
he’ principles which I should like to Iny down in dealing with this 


problem are = 
a ‘Phat the axis of the main trunk line should be west- 





) ‘That the western line should be built first. 

3 ‘hat the roadrails question should be thoroughly gone 
should be used experimentally away from the trank 1 
opinion thinks the experiment worth making at all, 

(@) That if the Persians want roadrails, even on the al 
Tine, to begin with, we should not finally oppose the 


into and that it 
ie, if competent. 





nment of the trunk 


















ded to the Goyernment of India, His 
Bagdad and to His Majesty's consular 








Majesty's Acting 
officers at Bushire, Shiraz and Seistan. oi 
have, 








No. 120. 





[E 4771/71/34) 


Sir P Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receired May 10.) 





(No, 141.) ’ : 
(elographic.) Tehran, May 9, 1923, 
TS Majesty's consul at Ahwaz hus foformation that Persian military authorities 





fare soiling troops, so far in small parties, throug! Kumishah to Behbeban and 
Geatined for Ram Hormuz. Latter place now administered by Bakhtiari; thenes to 
Gilfields presents no difficulty, Ihave no information, but if movement sueseeds, as it 
Vall may, Minister of War will be in a position to block both ends of Bakhtiari road 
Tid take over guard of oilsields, ‘This would correspond with au assurance given me 
privately in writing by his Bxcelleney on 1st May that’ means of avoiding danger to 
Pitelds have already been considered and arrangements made, 
Question ‘o 














jiterpretation of letter of guarantee to Sheikh of Mohammerah of 
21at November, 1914, also arises, eg gine 
Consul reports that sheikh would regard despatch of any of following into his 

territory as “oneroachment,” and that Bersian Government has already announced 
intention of sending 2, 3 and 6 :— 

1, Troops. 

2, Police, 

8, Deputy Governor. 

4, Adlich, 
5, Collectors of indirect revenue, 
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Consul enquires (a) whether we accept this interpretation, (b) whether « binding 
agreement with Persian Government regarding sheikh’s territory ean be arranged wit 
‘or without a ged pro quo. ; 

Tr is dificult for me to offer suggestions until acquainted with your views on my 
telegram No, 136, 

(Gent to India; repeated to Bagdad, No. 74.) 





(E 4911/69/34) No. 121 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received 
May 14.) 
(No. 147. Secret.) 
My Lord, Pehran, Apri 4, 1923 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 13 for the week ending the 81st March, compiled by the military attaché 
to this Legation. = ‘ 








Thaye, 
PERCY LORAINE, 





Enclosure in No. 








Intelligence Summary No. 13 for week ending March 31, 1 






HE. pro-Russian Governor of Gilan, Nayer-es-Sultan, has again protested 
Prime Minister against what he terms as the unwarranted interference. in 
trative matters by Colonel Mohamed Hussein Khan, officer commanding 
troops in the Caspian littoral. ‘The Jatter, on the other hand, has complained to the 
War Minister of the obstructive attitude adopted by Nayer-es-Sultan towards him, 
and of the entire lack of assistance given to him by the Governor in his attempt to 
enforce the War Minibter’s orders regarding the disarmament of the civil population 
of Gilan. 

‘Though rumours have been prevalent for 
is soon to be recalled, the Prime Minister has taken no. steps yet to effect this, 
presumably he is afraid of incurring the displeasure of the Mnssians, who regard 
Nayer-es-Sultan as one of their most useful suppor 



























ome time past that Nay altan 











Azerbaijan 
2. Ardebil—W 





h reference to paragraph 5 of last week's summ 
sections of the Shahsevan tribe, namely, the Aralu and Fuladiu sections, refused to 
comply with the orders given by the General Officer Commanding Tabriz, Division 
to hand in their arms, and moved from Ardebil on the 26th March towards Khalkhal 
\ detachment of 200 infantry was immediately despatched from Ardebil to, follow 
them up, A fight lasting some three hours took place in which the tribesmen are 
reported to have lost thirty-two men killed, and the Persian troops six killed and 
thirteen wounded 


two 




















Tehran. 

3. A usually reliable source of information reported that the War Minister 
held a conferenve under closed doors on the 27th Marelt at Army Headquarter 
attended hy his five senior staff officers, at, which he discussed the Bakhtiari situation. 
He informed them that he is contemplating offensive action against the Bakhtiaris 
ior the following reas 

(a) Their refusal to pay 480,000 tomans as c 
Persian soldiers killed last year in Bakhtiari territory at Shalil, 

(0) Their refusal to surrender arms and munitions received by them from the 
Persian Government at various times during the past few years, receipts 
for which are in the archives at the War Ministry. 

In view, therefore of events developing in such a way. as to force him to take 
action against this tribe in order to uphold both his own prestige and that of his 
my, he asked each of the staf officers present at the conference to work out a plan 
of operations for an expedition against.the Bakhtiaris, adding that each individual 
Should work out his plan separately, and bring it to him within the next ten days. 




















pensation to the families of the 
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He told them to assume that 5,000 troops are available at Tehran to be sent to 
Ispahan, which number, added tothe 8,000 already in that district, will provide a 
striking force of about 8,000, 

With regard to. the attitude of the other tribes in South Persia, Reza Khan 
stated that Kawam-ul-Mulk had promised to assist him in the event of action being 
necessary against the Bakhtiaris, He expressed doubt as to the attitude of the 
Kashgais, and said that he hoped to secure their neutrality. 


Comments, 
(1.) General Amanullah Mirza, Chief of the Staff, is now at Ispahan inspecting 
the troops of the Ispahan Division, and has received orders from Reza 
Khan to report on the Bakhtiari situation. Should operations be under 
taken, it is probable that General Amanullah Mirza would be given 
command of the troops in the field. 

(2) So far no troop movements have taken place and it is to be hoped that a 
peaceful solution will be found. Apart from the serious political and 
economic consequences which a struggle between the Bakhttaris and the 
Persian Goverdment would entail, Reza Khan's military organisation 
in the south is not sufficiently advanced, neither has he @ large enough 
force at his disposal, to warrant his accepting the risk of undertaking a 
eumpaign the success of which is by no means a certainty. A campaign 

of this nature means civil war with @ considerable expenditure in lives 
and money, which the country can ill afford. ‘The War Minis 
probably bluffing, hoping that when the news of his forming plans for 
offensive operations reaches the ears of the Bakhtiari khans, they will 
come to heel and comply with his demands. 

4, A source of information, usually reliable, states that Apin, the Russian 
military attaché at ‘Pebran, now on leave in Moscow, has been appointed to a post in 
Beatin, ‘and that Von Armof, now at Angora, is to come to “Tébran in the place of 

pi. 

Bnd. A Russian courier, who arrived at ‘Tehran a few days ago from Moscow, 
reports that a Russo-German aviation company is considering t lity of 
opening a commercial air route, Berlin-Moscow-Baku—Tehran. 

(6, ‘The olficial mails of the German Legation in ‘Tehran are carried by Russian 
couriers to Moscow, and forwarded thence to Berlin by the Soviet authoriti 

7, Kaltyesky, the Russian consul at Tehran, resigned his post on the 28th March 
owing to a dispute with Shumyatsky. ‘The latter has instructed an Armenian, 
named Suran Atakelian to take over the duties of the consulate. 

8. Sadovsky, the official in charge of the Russian Press Bureau and of the 
Russian wireless station at Teliran, leit Tehran for Moscow on the 31st March, 

9, Dr, Millspaugh's budget for the year 1923-24 has not yet been, publish 
Expenditure for the ensuing year, cominencing from the 22nd March, 192: 
reported to be allowed for as follows 

‘Tomans 
Majesty the Shah, the Valiahd and Court 675,000 
shah Mohamed Ali a 3 75,000 

) Pay of Cabinet Ministers : i 68,236 

i.) Pay of M.P,’s and Parliamenta 300,520 

) Pay of stall, officials, and working expenses of 
Ministry of Finance (exclusive of pay of American 
adviser’) ee 

(/) Ministry of Interior, including 
guards) and police (except 


8,328,025 


pay of amnich (Pond 
ran police)... 2,982,420 
7.) Pehran police force oC an 458,000 
f) War Ministry ‘ ee + 9,000,000 
t Posts Ma * Ts “1,066,800, 


j}) elegraphs a eS 812,638 

(&} Minkitry for Foreign Affairs (exclusive of Persian 
officials in foreign countries). ve 699,220 
(L) Ministry of Justice bs ger 455,280 
(m.) Ministry of Education . SL -878/400 
(n Ministry of Trade and Public Works... ‘1,186,860 
0.) For illuininatious, decorations, &e., of city on special 

, public holidays ieligs- Wi RIALS 
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[E 4612/77/34) No. 1214. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
No. 97.) 
(iSegrey hia) Foreign Office, May 10, 1923. 

YOUR telegram No, 136 of 5th May and your personal telegram of oth May. 

‘The situation as described by you, while most unsatisfactory, does not appear to 
me to contain any new or surprising development rendering it necessary that you 
should return home to report or discuss orally. Indeed events might happen in your 
‘absence which would gravely compromise the policy which, with your aid, w 
endeavouring to pursue 

Our general policy towards Persia has been repeatedly defined and is as well 
known to Persian Government as to yourself. : 

We have given many recent evidences of our friendly regard. For instance, in 
respect of the closing of the British post offices, whereas we might have raised 
considerable difficulties, we nevertheless met the Persian view. 

Similarly, as tegards the removal of British troops from South Persia and the 
surrender of the Duzdap Railway now under consideration, we have been disposed to 
show a more than conciliatory’ spirit, Reza Khan, however, appears to be quite 
inable to appreciate this attitude, and in pursuance of his ambition to create a sort of 
nilitary dictatorship for himself, seems prepared to provoke a gratuitous collision with 
whit he must well know to be important British interests. 

His Majesty's Government have no desire to espouse the cause of the Bakhtiari, 
who have ouly themselves to thank for their unpleasant dilemma, from which they 
must extricate themselves as best they can, At the same time we cannot regard their 
subjugation without concern, viewing the importance of our oil interests in their 
country, As regards the Sheikh of Mobammerah, the case is much stronger, since we 
are. bound to him by special obligations which we have no intention to iguore. 
T think that Reza Khan should be made to understand therefore that he cannot 
prosecute his centralising policy toa point where it runs directly counter to British 
Tntorosts. In the last resort hie is depeudent upon ns, for he cannot indefinitely either 
pay for his army or a his aims without financial assistance which no one but 
Ourselves is ina position to furnish, 

hose elementary facts, which govern the entire situation, should be pointed out 
tohim. Tt might be well that you should see him and the Prime Minister together, 
and ask them what itis that they are driving at, You can point out to him thatT 
attempted to help Persia with the Anglo-Persian Agreement, but was defeated, and 
flouted. by the Persians themselves. Since then you have laboured incessantly, and in 
spite of great discouragement, to bring about a better state of affairs. If the Persian 
Covernmont intends once again to. throw itself into opposition to these efforts, the last 
to gain will be Persia herself, for the springs of financial support, which lie in London 
and nowhore else, will be dried up; and any encouragement that the Persian Govern- 
inont may receive from Soviet sources is not likely to be of much practical value. 

Ta it not possible that if you speak to Rezi Khan in this sense you may arrest 
his precipitation and bring Persia toa better understanding? I'am becoming sadly 
tired of Persian suspicions, Persian intrigues and Porsian machinations. Persia is uot 
the hub of the universe, at nny rate to ourselves; and if she chooses to alienate us, she 
oes herself no good and ws no horns, 

‘Teamnot help thinking that a friendly but serious warning may put matters on a 
sounder basis and’ save us from the alternative of formulating a new policy, the need 
for which at the present juncture I cannot see. 

Please give me your ideas on suggestions contained in this telegram. 
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Pay of Persian officials abn t Ameri i 
Pay I road, pay of American advisers, arrears of pay due 
BiGay yg 4 e 
‘o Government officials, debts to foreign Governments : No details yet received, 
front ase eesti eported to have received a sum of 80,000 tomans 
Moscow ig March for propaga joses in e% vi ing 
soneral clecdong ae AlaN fer propaganda purposes in connection with the coming 
11, Anti-British propaganda in the subsidised Russian press continues, 


Bushire. 
12, A Russian, named Lidin, has been appointed Rus 
Bushire, He is reported to have heen four years inthe Russian sonedan eee ad 
is te been four years in the Russian cons rvic 
to have been at Peking a 0. He speaks Ey ath ce cee ese 
M, SAUNDERS, Liewt-Colonel, 


Tehran, March 31, 1923 Tre 





[E 4966/67/91) No. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marque 
(No. 148) 
(Telegraphi,) 
GOVERNMENT of India tologian No, 16 
have taken no action on your telegram No, 82, pending promised instructions 5 i 
it proposed to defer how cll result aU Recents astion saiaponrant ts ues 
Majlis commission reported in favour of Bahrein's right. to. olect Deputy but i 


seems that Government deprecated discuss 
sonal} nt deprecated discussion, and motion has heen shelved for the 


__ shill communicate to Prime Minist 
lines of your telugram No, 88, 
prinant, 


(Sent to India; repeated to Bushire, No. 80.) 


Curzon of Kedleston—(Receined May 16.) 


Teliran, May 15, 192: 


linister aide-mémoire regarding Abu Musa only, on 
nitting mention of Muin for fear of compromfing 





E 4820/4820/34) 0 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 
(No. 101. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic) 
YOUR teleyraan No. 110 of 14th April 
Air Ministry are consulting ( cer Command 
pun of dogs gua pee ae 
Persia hus adhered to International Air Convention of 1919 (see ‘Dreaty § 
8 Aas H ne ion of 19 Cy reaty Se 
» 11 of 1922, sent by bag of 23rd August last), and her parmaigsion must. therefore 
be obtained beforehand, aoe 
Tam sceptical as to political value of any sucls nove, but shall 
ee > political value of any such nove, but shall by glad to hear ye 
jews us to attitude of Persian Government, probable effect of visit, necessity or othienriee 
of explaining the flight, and facilities for landing. ‘ z 


Foreign Oftce, May 17, 193: 


Bagdad, regarding 





E 5076/77/34) No. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 18.) 

(No. 150.) 

(Telegraphic.) 
You 


St caagenie 8 Tekran, May 17, 1933, 


Change in situation is two-fold :— 


1. Barrier of tribes which in fact covered our position @ S¢ 
ov of rls which in fc covered out positon in the south and southonet 
Power of civil Government has been ella 


or of evil Gover ed for practical purposes by that of 








if : international status quo, but cannot 
Former, if left to themselves, would prefer international stat cau 
control later ; latter, desirous of radieal change, is now in a position to effect it, and 
former along with him, eee ‘ ete 
ST cent uesee Uo tea wt Miniter of Wear; i he forces us into opposition we 
shall doubtless break [group undeeypherable] in the end by power of pore; we ahould 
robably break Persia also in the process. “He vould bw an ineoavenient opponents he 
aie bea very useful friend. He is too much of a patriot ever to be subse 
Seer fi ion @ trois, as proposed 
rey quite agree that Grat step must be to have a frank explanation @ trols as proposed 
by your Lordship, and I liad intended in any case to provoke one if and when 
juestion was settled. ae ; 
Me" Prime Minister bus now promised to arrange meeting for next SEES be 
Tam not allogethor sanguine of result; on the one Hand, all Persian Govorninents 
bave a rooted aversion to facing an isiue or defining their position, on the other hand, 
aotors involved are beyond the linitations of Reza Khuas experince og. it 
Will he difienlt to make his Excellency understand that, while we donot dispute bis 
right to send troops to Arabistan, wo do very strougly object to their going. there, I 
will, howoyer, do my utmost, report result and makeany further recommendations 
iar desirable, ere oe 
NY Mennivhilo L beg your Lordship to tell me as soon us possible, en if 0 yee 
‘own information at present, the décision of His Majesty's Government as reg; 
in Persian Gulf and Duzdab Roilway. ir 
Tn the elroumstaicos, T will send fuller views on situation by air mail, 





[8 6086/4820/34) No. 125. 


P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 18.) 


Mehran, May 18, 1923. 
legram No. 101. 
Political value inust not of 


thinde flight should 
visit to Perain in the same way igh 
Hees are ote objets, 1. should Tike. to: be Snpraneac ac eeas Leese 
Joyernment could. well refuse permission, and think best way 1 be for me to 
Serna privately with, Minister of War. It would certainly be « mistak 
to seid machine without consulting Persian Government, 





[B 6102/1416/4) No. 126 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received May 20.) 
ae ae Tehran, May 19, 1928. 
TOP RISEER of War informs m tals that he oes not intend to, dean 
Bakhtiar ws tnt would rendes thom defneless against Lure, He next i 
i Tes ad ater disarming them, to ask Boktiaitoyhand ia their are, 
BOT do. not mnyselt see ston te subugation of Tur whe are surby 
dm enquiring whether Bushire and Ahywaz see : rbistan 
mene Bee erik oh Koctucdhily soadl aetbcik at tially, dealt.» ith by 
cial Officer Commanding western area. We are in no way involved in this, thon! 
Cent ric eo with Khalur and Senjbi last year (Gee my despatches 


284 and G04), iota 
a Gave Tit, No. 182 repeated to Bagdad, No. 78) 
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[E 5117/1192/34) No. 127. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 20.) 
(No, 153.) 


Telegraphic.) 
eeeOUR telegram No, 591. 
Persian Government has now attached Persian Baluchistan and Sarhad and Duzdap, 
to province of Seistan, and placed whole under Shiokat, Latter hopes to leave {tr 
Bigand within a week. He will retain present Governor of Duzdap for the presont 
but controlling his activities. 
This appears to be best temporary arran, 
and extenslon of Persian influence to Seltane 
(Addressed to Simla, No. 47.) 


Tehran, May 20, 1928, 


joment, pending decision regarding railway 





(6245/5245 /34) No. 128 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 28)) 
(No. 166.) 
My Lord, 

5 your Lordship is aware, the question of the liabi 
municipal taxes in Persia has been taken up collectively, by the diplomatic res 
sentatives of the Powers enjoying capitulatory privileges.” ‘The matter hus. alan leon 
brought to the notice of the American Director-General of Financ, and, although 
repeateil reminders to the Persian Goverament have as yet produced tio reply, it muy 

pated thit Dr, Millspaugh will soon bring matters to a head, At'the sang 
‘ever, he will undoubtedly press for the payment of Imporial taxes, the revenue 
is requited to meet the weneral expenses of the State, A metbor of his 
already made an oral enquiry with regan to the British attitude on the aubject 
of excise, to which the reply has boot mado, ky a letter of lack py is enclosed, that 
vur attitude on the subject of taxation is that laid down bi 
(see his, despatch No, 27 of the 24th January, 1917), and. that the Loyaticn earns 
lepart therefrom without the authority of His Majesty's Governn 
Although in some cases it has been found expedient, in the private interests of 
individuals. 6 seo in the payment of cortain taxes, officially His 
Majesty's Legation has esinted sui instance, the paynient of 
ise duties on wines: mat 1 by British subjects in Persia; on the other hand, 
alfout's despatch No, 281 of the 27th July, 1022, approved my view th 
His Majesty's consular offivers could siot claim exemption from the payinont of excise 
on wines of native manufiicture, ‘The question, therefore, is in. some. contusion, and, in 
view of the refurm of the fiscal system by American advisers, it appears to mo. to” be 
Aecessary now to reconsider our attitude and to bo prepared with a dofinite reply to. a 
‘al of the demani based on this ground, I shall therefore be grateful fr any 
Seuleral instructions which your Lordship may be disposed to give mo on the subject, 
His Majesty's consul at Shiraz hus waiquired of me by telegeaph whether he should 
admit the demand of the local authorities fir the payment by Mn Cox, a British 
subject, of the tax of 9 per cent on the receipts from his cinematograph business, [n 
the similar ease of Mr, Cross at Kerman in 1021, it was held that, in view of the 
nature of the business taxed, it would be inadvisable, in Mr. Crose'a own interests, to 
insist. on his refusing to pay, and His Mujesty's consul was instructed that. that 
gentleman woul probably be well advised to pay if pressed to do so. Tam replying 
to Mr. Chick that, wh ially admit Mr. Cox's liability to the tax, he ma 
Pay it in order to avoid the difficulties in which refusal might involve him, but thi, 
should he do so, it must be under reserve of the views of Hi 
reyarding the legal enforceability of the tax. 
Tt appears to me more difficult to resist a tax o1/ amusements, as opposed to one on 

ies, and such resistance would probably lead to obstruction of the business and a 
consequent greater loss to the individual eoicerned. At the same time Tam not quite 
lear togatding the nature of tho tat, which, though levied under an order of the 
Imperial Department of Direct Taxation, issied on the authority of the Council of 
Ministers in 1920, yet appears to be apolied to municipal purposes ; for Learn from 
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Pehran, April 21, 1923, 
ility of foreigner to pay 


ie, Marling in 1917 


is Majesty's Government 


a 








Mr. George’ that he pays to the representative of the Tehran municipality a tax of 
10 por-cent. on the receipts from his cinematograph. I am making further enquiries 
into this point. 

‘The chief reason for the reserved attitude on this question taken up by Sir 
C, Marling in 1917 appears to have been the inefficiency of the Persian fiseal adminis 
tration. With the American advisers here it is safe to assume that there will be a 
a considerable improvement in this respect, and the reason will thus lose much 
of its foree, 

Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 138, 


Mr. Monson to Mr. 1, ©, Mitchell (American Advise 
My dear Mitchell, 

YOU asked me at the dinner at the Palico what was the attitude of the British 
Legation with regard to the payment of excise taxes by British subjects, and I prou 
tolook up the papers, Thave done so. I find that we have in the last year or 
resisted the payment of excise taxes by two British subjects, one at Kermai (the 
you mentioned), arid another at Shiraz, on the wines manufactured by them locally 

Our attitude on the subject of taxation was laid down hy Sir Charles Marling, 
British Minister, in 1917, when subm xation was made contingent on the 
Aecisions of the Mixed Rinaucial Coimission. Sir Charles observed that "not only the 
fisoal system but also the military forces needed for the enforcement of internal order 
must be reformed, and some authoritative tribunal estublished to deal’ with questions 

ting foreign subjects, before the general principle that foreign sub 
contribute to the general expenses of the State can be fully given eifect to in } 
‘The hopes of reforms under the Mixed Commission scheme perished; so did those of 
the British financial advisers of 1919, Tt is now your turn to carry them out, and we 


all hope that. you will suedoed. | Meanvhilo this Legation cannot depart, ffoin the 
hi 


attitude described above without the authority of our Government to do. so. 

obtain this we shall no doubt be req 

we yet do so? = - 

‘The above appliesin the main to Imperial taxation. As regards municipal taxation, 

U think you know that: the yuestion was taken up collectively liy the Diplomatic Corps, 

who still await the Persian Government's reply to their note of last June, 
ether the tax on cinemas is an 


d to produce some very valid assurances, Can 


a mnunicipal 
of Direct 


to the Imperial T: 
Shiraz. 
Thave, &, 

E, MONSON. 





[IN 4587/3067/97) No. 129, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received May 22.) 


(No. 180.) pe 
‘My Lord, Tehran, Aprit 27, 1923, 

” THAYE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of my despatch 
No, 53 to the Government of India respecting the Perso-Afihan ‘Treaty of the 
22nd June, 1921. 

Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE 
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Snclosure 1 in No, 129, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Governmen nda, 
i oraine to the Government of In 
Sir, Tehran, April 21, 192 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, with reference to my telegram 
No. 91 of the 7th instant, translation of the text of the three additinedl arate 
in emendation of article $ of the Perso-Afghan Treaty of the 2nd June, 1921, the thicl 
of which has recently received the approval of the Medj 

On the 27th December Inst I learnt that the Medjliss had on the provious day 
approved, nemine contradicente, an additional clause to the Perso-Afghan Treaty, but 
that it had been referred to a commission for further discussion, No further montren 
TRS pate thereof in the Medjliss, aid T received no communication of any kind. from 
the Persian Government on the subject. 
Fore te now been informed, however, by the Persian Under-Secretary of Stato for 
Foreign Affuirs that the third additional article was in fact, ratified eee weds Ag0, 
and that the exchange of ratifications which is shortly to take place at Kabul will eevee 
the whole treaty, ing the three additional articles, 

‘The first two additional are identical with those of which a translation was 

ined in Mr. Bridgeman’s telegram No, 684 of the 13th Decomber, 1921, to the 
Foreign Office 
Thave, &e, 

PERCY LORAINI:, 


_—— ee 
Enclosure 2 in No, 129. 


Supplementary Clauses, 
(Translation.), is Y 
CLAUSE), 
treaty, viz wuinents will! be respected both’ on 
als will protect them,” is that. the 
1 to the authorities of the country. where 
; alongs the lines of the prevalent laws of that eomtry, in 
facilities for their subjects, i 
and clins (Barberis included) who have previously emigrated 
to Persia from Afghanistan shall be rezarded as Persian subjects’ as heretofore. ‘The 
Barberis who intend to travel to Afghanistan should not be allowed entry to that 
country unless their passports are duly viséd by the Afghan officials rosiding in Persin, 
‘Tho frontior tribes who ciange their Residence vom Afghanistan to Persia and v é 
during the summer and winter should always ho treated as subjects of the country 
‘The individdal Afghans who have entered Porsin and 
Up. a dofinite dwelling there, previous fo tle establishment of the Afghan 
y in Persia, should remain Persian subjects as heretofore. ‘The merchants who 
have simply come from Afzhanistan to Persia for the purpose of trading and who, have 
ever definitely settled themselves in this country, and, moreover, documentary avid 
that the Persian Government offices have not treated them ns Persia subjects, 
should be recogni subj 
Clause 8, The tribes aud tribesmen who have previously loft Persia for Afghanistan 
should in the same way be regarded as the subjects of the county in which they dvell 
they will not acquire the right of entry into Persian territory unless, their passports 
have been viséd by the Persian officials resident in Afghanistan, ‘The same treatment, 
as specified in the cond iipplementary clause, is accorded to tribes who have previously 
travelled from Afghanistan to Persia. ‘The individual Persians who have, previous to 
the establishment of che Persian Kiubussy iv Kabul, travelled to Afghanistan and 
Settled definitely there should likewise be regarded as Afghan subjects ns heretofore, 
he Persian merchants who have travelled to Afshanistan purely tor trading. purposes 
aud who have not. detinitely taken up perm iliere, and documentary 
oe establisie t that: they have never been treated by the Afghan 
Government iss Afzlan subjects, should be recognised as Persian subjects 





[10703] 








164 


[B 5254/478/34) No. 130. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received May 23.) 


(No. 182) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 28, 1923. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, with reference to my telegeam 
2 of the 27th instant, copies of correspondence relating to the closure of the 
Indian post-oftices in the south of Persia. 

Your Lordship will have realised from my telegram that I found 

reluctance on the part of the Persian Government to comply with His Majesty's Govern- 
ment’s request for the alteration of article 7 of the ayreament, both in its origiual form 
a8 recorded in my note of the 24th March, and in the later form, proposed orally, 
of the simple suppression of the last sentence of the article. The strongest personal 
pressure failed to overcome this reluctance, even within the ten days for which the 
closure of the offices had been postponed, and I became convinced that further delay 
n closing the offices would merely envenom the question by its evil effect on public 
opinion and the Medjliss. Moreover, the threat to keep the offices open wis not a 
very convincing one. I therefore recommended the Government of India to close the 
offices, being persuaded that this was the best tactical move to make, sincs I felt sure 
that the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs were anxious to satinty His 
Majesty's Government and were only held back by fear of the Medjliss, ‘The offices 
wore accordingly closed on the 10th April, and T inade the most of this in the urgent 
representations which I continued to make to the Persian Government, with the result 
that te Minister for Foreign Affair told me, on the 18th April, that I should very 
shortly receive « note separating the procts-verbaux: from the agreement. I have now 
received the enclosed note of the 2st’ April 

Thope that. your Lordship will consider that thi ation, with the reply 
proposed in my telegram, sufficiently meets the requirements of the situation, 

Apart from this question of the reference to the procks-nerbauc, your Lordship is 
aware tht thore are difficulties in regard to the money order system of the southern 
post-ollices, ‘hese difficulties uriso from the prohibit the export of rupees and, 
‘8 your Lordship will have seen from the, correspondence on that subject, there is now 
corisidorable renson to hope that this pro 

Copies of this despatch and of its enclosures are being forwarded to the Gove 
of India, to His Majesty's Acting High Commissiover at Bagdad and to His 
acting consul-general at Bushire, 

T have, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 180. 
Sir P. Loraine to Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


M. le Ministre, Tehran, March 24, 1923. _ 
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, under instructions from His 
Britannic Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that the Gover 
India, having carefully considered the draft agreement drawn up at Bushire wi 
view {o the settlemait of the question of the southern post-offices, are not prepared 
to ratify itm its prosent form. hey consider that the manner in which the assurances 
given bythe Persian delogates aro only recorded by a reference, in article 7 of the 
draft agreement, to the spirit of the proceedings recorded in the procds-verbal_ is 
unsatisfictory and unusual, and they therefore desire that the article in question 
should be altered, the reference to the procts-rerbal being deleted, and mention 
1 its place, of the Persian Government's intention to employ 
11 inspectors for the southern post-offices. ‘ 
Seeing that, in the course of previous correspondence with His Majesty's Legation, 
the Imperial Persian Government had already formally given these assurances by 
‘Kawam-es-Sultaneh’s note of Saratan 29, 1301 (30th July, 1922), and since the consent 
of His Majesty's Government to the negotiations which took place at Bushire last 
autumn was conditional on the receipt of that assurance, Iam confident that the 
Imperial Government will have no objection to complying with the reasonable desire 
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expressed above for a compendious agreement embodying these assurances and 
eliminating the reference to the procis-rerbal which, as it stands at present, might 
otherwise appear to include in the formal agreement matter to which the latter does 
not properly relate, 

T am instructed to state that no steps will be taken by British authorities to give 
effect to the provisions of the draft agreement until these points have been satisfuctorily 
settled. I trust, therefore that your Excellency will be good enough to acquaint me 
as soon as possible with the agreement of the Persian Government to the procedure 
suggested above, 

Tn ense the Imperial Government should be unable for some reason or another to 
agree to the proposed alteration of article 7 of the draft agreement, the matter mnight 
be arranged by an exchange of notes batween your Excelleney and myself, in which 
it would be made clear that, while the Imperial Government confirm the assurances 
abovementioned, the procds-verbauur of the meetings at Bushire do not form an integral 
part of the agreement, Your Excellency will, however, doubtless agree with me that 
A modification of the article itself in the sense suggested would be the simpler and 
inore desirable form in which to settle the matte 

Tayail, &6. 


PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 180, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs to Sir P, Loraine, 

(Translation,) 
Mle Minist Sawn’ 1, 13102 (April 21, 1023), 

WITH reference to vour Exeelleney's note of Hamal 3 (24th March), [have tho 
honour to state, in connéotion with the appointment of Buropeaii or American employees 
for the post-offices, tint for a long time past the post-offices have been perfectly well 

Tn yiow of the importance attached by, the Persian Government. to the 

good administration of the post-offices and in order to secure that object more assuredly, 
the Persian Government has spontaneously engaged the services of uropeans for that 
department, und their services will be contintied ax long as it is-considered necessary 
for the good working of that administration. stipulation is therefore unnecessiry 

With regand to article 7 of the draft of the Postal Convention in which the 
procts-verbal has wen mentioned, and you have considered it irregular, L may. state 
that. of course ¢ ‘ penils on negotiations which are recorded’ in the 
procbs-verbausr, 1 jons no mention is necessary to be made of the 
procts-verbau.e which have no bearing on them; but, as your xcelleney will admit, 
this fact is only an artificial defect, and will hays no bad effect in the convention, 

In view if the above explanation, 1 feel confident that your Excellency will 
concur with me that there is no need for any alteration in article 7 of the draft 
convention, 





[E 5255/5255/84) No. 131, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Itccvived May 23.) 


(No 183.) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 28, 1923, 

T HAVE the honowr to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
No. 101 of the Sth March, and I have duly noted the opinion tlicrein expressed that the 
demand for the extension of customs exemption to the clerical staff of the Legation 
should not be pressed. 

While this minor question has thus been settled, there remains the larger and far 
graver question of the validity in general of the Treaty of ‘Turkomanchai as the basis of 
Tights enjoyed hy His Majesty's Government and British subjects in Persia, 
Majesty's Goverament will no doubt consider it necessary to maintain the attitude 
taken up in 1920 on this question, and in that.case it appears to me doubiful whether 
it would be wise to leave unchallenged the Persian Government's assertion that no 
claims ean be based on the ‘Treaty of Turkomanchai because it has been annulled by. 
the Russo-Persian Treaty of 1921. It is true, however, that the assertion has not yet 
been made in any official communication addressed to His Majesty's Legation diroct by 





the Persian Government, and the qui 
assert the point of view of His Maje 
put forward officially by the Persian Governm: 
Tf His Majesty's 
any case seom inadv’ 
as the Persian G 





ion therefore arises whether it 
s Government except in opposi 








ler_it advisable to raise the issue, it would in 
cb 10 the question of customs privileges, 
ernment might thus be given the opportuuity to argue that the 
customs regulations of His Majesty’s Government do not grant the measure of 
and to support with this argument their 

ple, however, might be 

Certain circumstances a 
to regard the 
ia, and tht, on 


ble to do so with refere 








reciprocity contemplated by the treaty, 
contention that the treaty has I 
represented on general grounds, e.g., we might. state that 
disposition has beon observable on 
treaty as having lapsed in respect of other beneficiaries besides Ru 
the grounds suggested in the draft note enclosed in my despatch No. 30, 
Government feel it necessary to place on official record theit forinal dissent. from 

view, should it, in fact, be entertained by the Persian Government, w 


lapsed in. fact. 





ihe part of the Persian Governme 








Thave the honour to request you 
w add that the question 
with the Minister for Foreiga Affairs. 
has not, been long in office, seenied «| 
Majesty's Government, but also, as I lot hi 
naintained that the Treaty of Tarko tid in 

of the special representations made by His Majesty's Gover 
Porsian Goverament during the negotiation of the Perso-Noviet Treat 
Trecommended to his Excelle 








lentally in the course of my last conversation 
His Excellency, who, as your Lordship 
ite astonished at learning ti 





not only His 
hristian Gover 
ai was valid in their regard, an 














their position in this respect 
study the matter carefully, firstly, because T was by no 1 

's beat interest to allow the tréaty to lapse, aud secondly, because, 
if tho controversy were raised, he would: find himself confronted by a vers 
‘iasortion of rights, at all events so far as His Majesty's Government were conc 





as certain that 





find it to be in Persil 








PERCY LORAINE, 













[ 5812/77/34) 


Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receiced May 24) 


YOUR telegrain No. 97. 
Thave prepared gr 

opportimity to do so ocotined tiatural: 

avoid any clash of interes 

friendly than on any provi =u wel 

long-diawn-out battle over the Bakhtiari alli 

atmosphere admirably tor a general discussion, 





and to improve relations ; 
nis cecasion—u welcome but rather unexpected result of our 
, settlement of which has cleared the 

brief summary of 





‘ollowing is ve 








ed and! explained policy of His Majesty’s Government, and said that our 
principal interests in the south were : 


1, Anglo-Persian Oil Coupa 
2, Sheikh of Mohammer 

we had special relations. - 

in petty Khins in Bushire hinterlanc 
persecuted because they had been pro-British, 





who was not under » but with whom 








hom we did not wish to see 





uation in Arabistan and risk of disturbing it by 
itrodising « fsb clomont of force, adding that, though we did not dispute right of 
Persian Government to send troops to. any part of Persia, we saw danger in, and no 

in principle His Majesty's 


I explaived delicacy of si 


tch to Arabistan, 
Goverment did niob object to centralising policy, but divelt stro 
ng a collision with British interests, 3 
Minister of War said that his fixed object was to make Persia 
and orderly ; to do this authority must be made effective throughout the country and 











of its pursuit: produ 





ally independent 
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ian population be disarmed, ‘Two years of office had convinced him of absolute 
Gheerity of British desire for a stable and inflependent Persia, emphasising that so fur 
from threatening or colliding with British interests he wished to gumantes. them, 
Until both Legation and Anglo-Persian Oil Company had expressed. themeclw 
satisfied with projected measures to protect. those interests, he would not move i 
Arabistan, His internal policy was as described above; his forvign policy was. to 
the iru 
ly and keop 












and improve relations with Great Britain, because he saw ther 
interests of his country. He understood that in the soutl: he must go slow 
in with us, 


(Sent to India and by bag to Bagdad.) 

















[E 5398/1416 /34) No, 183, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston—(Received May 26) 
0. 157, 
legraphie.) Delran, May 25, 1923 
EMIR MUJAHID informed me that Minister of War intends to send hima 
on a mission to Arabistan to convey oral and written assurances to Sheikh cf 
Nolammeral expressing Minister of War's desiro to maintain trieidly relations with 
sheikh. 
About 200 Persian troops will also proceed 
instructions to co-operate with sh 
Please consult. latt 
working arrangement with 
influence to Arabistan, but w 
cautiously. It appears pro 
despatch’of troops to Arabist 
views from sheikh and an indica 
Government. 
(Addressed to Ahwaz, N 





hortly 














Abwaz road, 30th June, with 











ther he sees possibility. of effecting a 
who is dotermned to extend all his 
nid realises the wisdom of provecding 

therefore, that Minister of War will attempt gradual 

this autumn, and moment has come for exprossion of 
on of attitude he proposes ‘to adopt towards Central 

















84} repeated to Bushire, No. 96.) 





f'E 5898/1416/34) No. 184 


The Marquess Curzon of Keilleston to Sir P. Loraine (Wehran), 
(No. 108.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 20, 1923, 

YOUR telegram No. 157 of 25th May causes 0 someanxiety, Tt is not apparent, 
why friendly assurances to Sheikh of Mohamnme 














h should requind the: support of 200 
troops, or liow the appearance of the latter upon tho score can possibly be desoribed na 
co-operation. Reza Khan seems bent upon pursuing the policy which I have consistently 








deprecated and which he ought by now to know must mest with disapproval of His 
Majesty's Government. Of what nature are the written assurnces? “Please keop a 
carefull watch tipon these proceedings, 








[E 5713/77/34), No. 135, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston—(Received June 2) 
(No. 165. Confidential.) 

(Telographic.) 

MY telegram » 
Ta i 





Peliran, June 1, 1923, 





0 158 
by air mail on g 





neral paralysis of Government. except Minis 





of 











War. is that unless Ministor of War takes over Government. himself, 
which I ngness to do, only workable alternative is Coalition Govern: 
ment including the three Prime Ministéra who have suocessively held office for the lect 


two 





years, 
Tain disposed to make this suggestion 
Shah in such a way that refusal to entertain 
objection, 





in the first instance to Minister of War and 
n it would not commit us, wiless you see 
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[E 5715/826/24) No. 136. 






Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 2.) 


(No. 167.) 


(Telegraphic) Tehran, June 1, 1923, 
LY telegram No, 145, ; hea 
T have pressed Persian Government to communicate to me proposals for new tariff, 





‘dently ris first with Russia, 
but they have not yet done so, and evidently hope to come’ to terms first with Russia, 
which is procrastinating sinen differential treatirent accorded to Russian’ good lis now 
applicable to goods of any origin imported at northern customs ports. Russian delegate 
has only recently arrived from Moscow, and I learn that he is. demandin, 
tariff in favour of Russia, T shall inform Persian Government, if necessary, that thi 
inadmissible. $5 ‘ 
Considerations are that Russians will endeavour to secure lower tariff, whereby 














i : ; is Majesty's Goverament 
British trade might benefit, but customs revenue, which His Majesty's Government 
CINE GAPING iD. DU Gana horace aye missed on hee ane 






terfering, 





could negotiate a revised tariff favourable to commodities in which they are 
and unfavourable to those in which we are, se 

Is there any action you wish me to take beyond trying to keep track of Russo- 
Persian negotiations here ? 




















No. 





[E 6781/77/34] 137. 


Sin P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 2) 


(No, 150, 
‘Pelographio, : 
ee AuETING with Prime Mies Gee i of War, 
ment deadlock, took pluco yeatorday, nent 
rota genio anxiety to riglo-Pors is to avy lear understanding 
th us, and to clear up all questions ontstanding between the two Governm oth 
Ministers consider moment is propitious, aul ripe for rapprochement, shanks to our 
pationt, struightlorwird poligy, to evolution in enlightened. Versinn opinio g 
therefrom, to disillusionment in regard to Russia and to strengthened Persian fi ae 
in the north, propose a committee of Persian Ministers, including M Heo 
War, to examine all outstanding questions with me and try to settle them. 1 welcomed 
opis, but said thet, though we ere willis, ns hitherto, to consider questions i 
whieh they ly interested in fend and conallistory spet, marked cha 
is necessary in spirit lately shown by Persia in dea which interested us, 
‘They concurred, ; i 2 
dace, Batioular points is as follows: So far from having any. complaints 
‘against Sheikh of Mohammersh, they wished and mean to support I interna 
reayons they wish to send 200 men to Shuster. Minister of War gave ne bit word 
honour and promised written assurances that uot only will troops Ba eaeerone 
shall but ‘shat their orders wll be to support him agaist any, who question is 
auithowty, Allo Prime Minister will talegraph to sheikh Rau Persian Govern- 
have no grievances against him, and are entirely wel se ' 
Bae tices lead) given ws Ferma B ch interests were reiterated, ov alo desire 
foe frank understanding with us, Minister of War says prosenee of some troops i 
Arabistan is vital to his own prestige, that if we, veto even small foree whieh, 
propose, Lp will have to resign, Uf wo assent twill greatly strengthen is postin, 
Aine criti who fay, shale is unable to send frees to the) south because ot British 
‘opposition, and make it po. to combat out detrastors Thave consult 
conaul at Ahwaz a8 regards effet of small detachment. Ho considers, acquiescence 
eenmpanied by adequate assurances ees dangerous, than opposition, ‘This is leo my 
view, and I request your Lordships authority to waive objstios I have hitherto urged 
sujet to written aiuranoe promised Ihave requested. Prine Minister, moreover, to 
confi on behalf of Persian Government special postion of slik, as. granted by 
evil firmans, Ho is unacquainted with these documents, and asks for fime toatudy. 
them before replying, His Highness hns also promised me to facilitate himself 
settlement of question of sheikh’s revenues, Minister of War said that troops a 





Tehran, June 1, 1928. 
delayed owing. to ( 
that Persian Government 
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Behbehin would not move nearer to Arabistan, 
which lasted over three hours, but both Oren 
sincerity shown by the two Ministers, 

(Sent to India ; copy by bag to Bagdad.) 


T cannot report whole conversation, 
all Seoretary and I were struck by 





|B 5822/69/34) No. 138, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received June 8.) 
(No. 184. Secret.) 
My Lor 





Tehran, 
< the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copi 
Summaries Nos. 14 and 15 for weel 

cd by the milita 


pril 28, 1923, 
of Intelligence 


ding the 7th and the 14th April, respectively, 
attaché to this Legation. 











Thave, &, 
PERCY LORAINE. 
eee 


4 Enclosure 1 in No. 138, 
(Secret.) ' 

. Intelligence Summary No. 14 for Week ending April 7, 1928, 
Gilan 
WITH reference to paragraph 8 of la 





Week's summary, Nayer 
ctions from the 
be appointed as his 





Pre-Russian Governor of Gilan, was dismissed by telegraphic i 
rime Minister on the 4th April, Asaf-ed-Dowl 
successor. 








will probably 








eference to paragraph 2 of Intelligence Summary No, 8, dated the 
24 # Russian acroplane arrived at Enzeli at 6 .a, on the 4th Apr 
This aeroplane had flown from Moscow is-Baku-Lenkoran-Enveli, It is 
reported to be a German biplane with a Ge ilot, the property of a Russo 
German air transport company, and to have been sent with the ebjeck of nal ng a 
teconnaissance in order that a regular transport, y, be established between 
Moscow and Tehran, Owing to bad weather it has up to date been unable te conic, 


= lourney to Teliran, in spite of repeated attempts to do so, Details as to type, &o., 
‘tre not yet available, 


3. On the 27th March one Meshedi Baki Bog Jafarof art 
Baku, and left for Tehran on the 30th March, ‘This individual is reported to Men 
been in Resht it April 1922, and to have been at that time chief of the propaganda 
section of the Russian Communist party. At Resht he stated that his ebject, in 
fomiing to Persia was in connection with a deal in cotton, but on arrival in ‘ohram 
tie appeared to interest himself in the attitude of the Russian Legation towar 

Khostaria, the former concessionnaire of the Northe sion. It is believed, 


howaver, that the real object of his visit to the Russian Legation was in connection 
with the organisation of Communist propaganda 































d at Resht from 





















Azorbaija 


4, With reference to paragraph 2 of last: week's summary, the disarmament of 
the Shahsavan tribes hias been practically completed. Amir Ashayer, who with the 
Fuladlu section of the tribe opposed the'Goyernment troops, has been defeated and 
captured, together with his sister, Azamat Khanum, 








Tehran, 


5, With reference to paragraph 8 of Ih 
situation is still unsettled. Samsam-es-Sultanch, a leading Bakhtiari Khan now in 
Tehran, is reported to have told His Imperial Majesty the Shali on th 
that the Bakhtiaris are willing to be disarmed provided that neighbou 
disarmed first. 

Prince Amanullah Mirza, the Chief of the General Stafl, returned to ‘Tehran 
from Tspahan on the 3rd April with his report for the War Minister on the Bakhtiart 
situation. 

6. On the Ist April the War Minister presented to the Medjliss a Bill for 
conscription in Persia for men between the ages of 20 and 45 years, The Bill to 
under discussion, 
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t week's summary, the Bakhtiar 
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7. The Russian Legation is making strenuous efforts to secure the withdrawal of 
the Military Governors in various towns in North Persia, Pressure is being brought 
to bear on'the Prime Minister by the threat of the cessation of further Russian 
support. 

8. With reference to paragraph 19 of Summary No. 11 of the 17th March, the 
Persian military wireless station commenced work on the 4th Apri 

9, During’ the past month the Russian and German Ministers have been 
arranging to co-ordinate German trading firms with Vneshtorg and Centrosoyuz 
with the object of importing goods to the East. Russia is to allow transit of German 
goods to Persia on favourable terms, 

10, Sartip Jan Mohomed Khan, the officer commanding the Aragh brigade in 
‘Tehran, has been appointed officer commanding Meshed division; he has not yet left 
‘Tehran to take up his appointment. 

M1. His Highness the Crown Pri expected to leave for Tabriz about the 
18th April to assume the Governorship of Azerbaijan. 

12, With reference to paragraph 7 of 1 
‘Tehran for Moscow on the 8rd April, 

13. With reference to paragraph 9 of last week's s 
of Dr. Millspaugh’s budget are as follows :— 















Kalujeski left 








mmary, the remaining items 










‘Tomans 
(a.) Trade propaganda... 25,000 
@ Pay of American advisers. % 160,000 
(o.) Tnerease to War Minister's budget 400,000 
(d) Tnternal debts... oe ‘ 430,000 





14; The Russian Legation is ing on intensive propaganda for the coming 
elections by means of receptions, specchies and newspaper articles, ‘The Russians 
attach much importance to the result of these elections, which they hope will c 


the coming into power of a pro-Russian Government. 









Shiraz. 
15. Friction with the offi 

Dowlehi, the Governor of Shi 

been accepted. 





commanding troops has resulted in 
tendering his resignation. ‘This, howeve 





Ispahan. 

16, Atayan, the Jeader of the Armenian Communists 
(cen transferred to ‘Tehran by Shumyatsky’s instructions. Iv 
to be detailed for work in Enzeli 





Julfa (Ispah 
is reported that he ir 











Transcaucasia, 
17, ‘Travellers from Ni tate that Ger 
employed there bnilding submarines for the Black Sea, 
1h Reports from Baku state that at Kurdamir, near Baku, fourteen Mussulman 
villages wore recently burnt d esult of 
Hh. A concession for yo of the Baku oil-wells is reported to have 
been given to an American company for fifteen y 





mechanic 





and engineers are 


















M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonet 
Military’ Attaché. 
Tehran, April 7, 1923. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 133, 
(Seeret.) r 
Intelligence Summary No. 15 for Week ending April 14, 1923 





Gilan. 

WITH reference to paragraph 1 of last week’s summary, the Russian Legation 
are vigorously opposing the appointment of Asaf-ed-Dowleh to be Governor of 
Gilan. 

2, Mahmud Akhundof, a well-known Bolshevik agent, who was formerly 
assistant to Haider Amoghli, a leading Gilan revolutionary, has been sent by the 
Russian Legation to Enzeli to stand as a candidate for the Medjliss at the coming 
elections. 
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3. ‘The Russian Legation is trying to obtain permission 
in Tehran to start a new paper in Resht called the © B 
paper is doubtless to take the place of the * Nedai Gilan,"’ recently suppressed. 
Shumyatsky, the Russian Minister, visited Resht during the past week. 

4 Major Sadik Khan, the Military Governor of Enzeli, who has been on leave 
in Tehran, returned to his post on the 14th April, 

6. It is reported that Apresof, the Russian consul at Resht, is 
transferred to Meshed. 

7. Hedwiger, a well-known enemy agent in North Persia during. the war, 
arrived in Resht from Tehran about the 1st April; the reasons for his visit have not 
yet been ascertained. ; 

8. Colonel Sjoberg, the Swedish Chief of Police at Resht, is leaving on eight 
months’ leave to Sweden, Major Mahmud Khan, his deputy, has been appointed to 
succeed him, ; 














liortly to be 








Tehran. 
9, With reference to paragraph 2 of last we 
in Tehran from Enzeli on the 12th April, having alighted at Kazyin on the way. 
Tt is a German-built monoplane of Junker type, made of aluminium, built for 
carrying passengers or cargo, It has seating capacity for four to six persons in all; 
the cabin is entirely enclosed with a door on either side and glass windows, ‘The 
pilot sits in the cabi 
Tt was not possible to ascertain the type o1 
appeared to be a stationary water-cooled on 








ummary, this aeroplane arrived 


















horse-power of the engine, but it 
actuating a single two-bladed 











ie machine had no armament, Wing span over all, 
30 fect, 

On the machine is painted in black letters, “ R 

ill plate in the under-carriage of the machine is 

KUCKUCK.’ 

The under-carriage was of the ordinary type with “ V"" struts, large enclosed 

springs and single whe i large rubber ty 

It is confirmed that this machine was sent with the object of examining the 

ss for a regular passenger and mail service between Moscow and Tehran vid 
and Enzeli 

Both pilot and mechanic wer 

10, It is reported that the men ribal detachments serving as the War 
Minister's personal bodyguard in 1 vent to him on the 19th April and 
demanded to be sent back to their villages. Beza Khan quieted them, and is now 
trying to discover the ringleaders of this movement 

i. With re 5 of Inst. week's summary, information fr 
reliable source st prepared secret orders hy which 
the Fauj-i-Ahan (infantry regiment) and the Tip-i-Aragh (infantry brigade) are 
to be in readiness to move to Tspahnn at the end of this month. Strength of this 
detachment is 3,600 men and forty-eight machine guns, 

12. By instructions of the Russian Legation, an Armenian Communist 
committee has been started in Tehran, ‘The president is Yervant Paniantz, a teacher 
in the Russian school; secretary, Sirak Sirati ted by Makir Guzalian, ‘Th 
following instructions have been issued from the Russian Legation : (a) ‘To work in 
close touch with the Persian Communist Committee; (b) to start a club for workmen; 
(6) to get complete control over the Armenian school; (2) to support the election to the 
Medjliss of Osep Mirzayantz, z 

13, ‘The Persian military authorities are endeavouring to put in working order 
‘a broken aeroplane brought some time ago from Resht, where it had been abandoned 
in 1021 by the Russian Bolsheviks, ‘The machine is being repaired by Nikola, an 
Armenian, who learnt to fly in America, and who hopes to make the aeroplane 
serviceable by the end of the month. 

14, With reference to paragraph 14 of last week's summary, commi 
Russian election propaganda have been started in Kazyin, Reshit and ‘Tabriz, 

15. On the 14th April His Majesty the Shali held a birthday review of the troops 
of the Tehran garrison on the Maidan-i-Mashk, His Majesty again wore khaki 
uniform on this parade, ‘The parade was in. most respects exactly similar to that 
described in Summary No. 8 of the 20th January, paragraph 6, with the exception 
that there were no displays, the march past following immediately after His Majesty 
had ridden down the li 
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2 feet; depth from trone 








RECA No. D, 194," and on a 
J.14, Bactory number, 590, 
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__ About 9,000 troops were 
is given in Appendix (A), 

The only new features on parade were (1) that the men of the Aragh Brigade 
Were carrying entrenching tools, a small pick and a small shovel being carried by 
every two men, one man with a pick and one with a shovel: (2) each battalion wey 
followed by a travelling kitchen drawn by one horse, and each regiment was followed 
by a transport wagon; (8) two of the engineer companies were carrying small red or 
Green signalling flags; owing to their small size, these would probably be invisible 
at EUR Se 


|; Newspapers continue to publish anti-British articles; a specimen is given in 
Appendix (B).* 


Ispahan. = 

17. With reference to paragraph 5 of last week's summary, and paragraph 11 
above, His Majesty’s consul-general at Tspahan reported on the 19th April’ that 
800 troops are under orders to leave Ispahan shortly for Dehlurd 

18, Colonel Haider Kuli Khan arrived at Ispahan on the 24th March to take up 
the appointment of Chief of the Staff of the Tspahan Division, 

9. Under instructions from the Russian Legation at Tehran, Tardof, the 
Russian consul-general, is earrying on strenuous election propaganda. 


present on parade; a detailed statement showing units 














Mazanderan, 


20, On the 6th April a Russian yico-consulate was opened at Barfar 
vice-consul being Golmantz, a Jew from Baku, 
Astarabaa. 


21, ‘Tho officer commanding troops at Astarabad 
arrival of reinforcements from Ardebil before 
Tooal Turkomans, certain sections of whom are 





the 





reported to be awaiting the 
commencing the disarmament of the 
pected to show resistance. 





Transcaucasia, 


22. The Russian Legation in Tehr in has received infor 
week that anti-Bolshevik have again taken place in 1 
clergy and the Menshevils, 


Lenkoran. 


28. A trayeller who arrived at Resht recently states that a site for a large 
Summer camp is now ready at Lenkoran, and reports the garrison there on the 
Ath April to be as follows -— 
(1.) 8rd Moscow Polk, consisting of 3,000 infantry, 825 cavalr: 
six B-inch guns and 155 men, machine-gun detachment of 12 Ma 
telephone section of 6 telephones and 60 men, mounted scouts 5, w 
Red Cross section of 50 men, 





ion during the past 
engineered by the 

















1 battery of 
and 175 men, 
h 8 Lowis guns, 



























0.C, Polk «« Danchich, 

Assistant Veichinsky (whose brother 
is at present serving as a 
Polkovnik in Siberia), 

Military Commissar Milstein, 

0,0, Cavalry Danushevskie (Polish), 

Assistant Leychenko, 

0.6, Guns Vietman, 

Assistant Kogan. 





0.0. M.Gs. Bron (his father on the 
“Generalnic — Predsta- 
vetel,"’ in Ukraine), 





Assistant... Kazarenof. 
0.6. Telephones Kholoysky. 
Assistant ey Lepovetskie, 
0.€. Seouts Ojechiko, 
Assistant Rapaport. 





N.B.—This Polk arriyed from Saratof. 
* Not printed. 





(2.) Shepiuno 
















Tehran, April 








Troops on Parade 













Ahmed 
















2, Bagineers.,. 









8, Artillery— 
















Staff and 
Irregular 

















Aragh Tnfantey Brigade 


Rossian Ald 
Russian hora 


British RELA, 19-prs 
Anstrian fold” ., 
Schneider 

Mouutain howitzer 
Raia ete. ys 


4. 1 Cevalry brigade 
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rskie Otriad, consisting of 1,750 infantry, 85 cavalry, 4 3:inch 











and 55 men, 3 Maxims, 2 Lewis, and $9 mach i 
os id 39 machine gunners, 20 cavalry scouts with 
0.0. Otriad Starodubof, 
Assistant : Anatoliof, 
Military Commissar Robeniantz. 
0,€. Cavalry Zlatousten-Drevof, 
Assistant s. Ianof. 
0.C. Guns “ Antonof, 
Assistant | Zavat. 
z Karpelacof. 
Peppe. 
0.C, Telephones Scheshtur, 
stant Megiliantz, 
.C. Scouts Vostro. 





M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
14, 1923, 
ee 


Appendix (A), 


in Tehran at the Review held by His Imperial Majesty the Shah 


on April 14, 19: 





= Strength, an 





Rill, 





160 2 


| 1800 8 
D 2) 4/200 8 
jor Ttegt. 4) sito 4 





i Regt. 





1,200 24 5 
Nadivi Regt s- i 1/200 16 5 
Staff and bands of 2” infantry 

BAgAION Ke Saasvad ogiaey 0 





‘Total infantry... 


Battery. | Guns, 














Total artillery ., 








1,400 and 6 antomatie rifles, 
40 
75 (War Mini 


band 
tribesmen | 





tv's bodyguard), 





‘Total cavalry. 

















Military Attaché, 


Lewis Guns 


Automatic 
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7, In each mobilisation district the District Mobilisation Committee will make 
Gut a list of all persons liable for military service, names of persons exempted (cee 
chapter 2) will then be erased. As the Government may not require for service the 
fall neamber of persons who are liable to serve, the committee veil draw the eaxplus 
by lot, this surplus so drawn will be considered as“ Thtiati.”” 

‘The time for calling up fresh classes is between 15th Mizan (8th October) and 
the end of Kaus (22nd December). 

8, The Mobilisation Committee for Central Persia will consist of: one major, 
one captain, and one or two local lieutenants, The Governor of the place will have 
the right of presidency of this committee, and it is the duty of the superior officer of 
the locality to supervise the work of the committee, Inhabitants of a place may 
iuttend this committee, but the number of members must not exceed twenty. 

9, A list of all those liable for service will be prepared at the beginning of 
Hamal (23rd March); in each locality where this Act is in force 2 per cent, will be 
added to replace unfit, absentees and those without families. A copy of this list will 
be forwarded to the War Ministry. 

10, Students of religion niust obtain a certificate from the Director of 
Education of their place of residence in order that they may be granted the remission 
of service lad down (eo artile 18) 

11, Persons liable for service, according to article 7, will be recruited with the 
approval of the Council of Ministers and by the decree of His Majes 

12, On orders of mobilisation being issued from the War Ministry, those Hable 
to serve, whose names appear on the list, shall be summoned by the committee to 
attend. Should anyone be absent velling his parents or brother must attend 
an his place, Even if a person is ill or has no one to support his family he must 
attend 

18, On the day on which men are called up, the military doctor must. attend, 
with the local Governor and hig assistant, the mullahs and all Ghe evil olfeiala: The 
Government’s mobilisation order will ‘be read. publicly, a prayer will be made, roll 
will be called to discover absentees. Medical inspection will be held, and those who 
‘are unfit will he rejected; their names and those of persons exempted according: to 
chapter 2 and the testimony of tho Mayor of their village will be marked on the list 

ith full explanation of the cause. 


wipter 2.—Relating to Exemption from Military Service. 


14, Clerics and religions teachers are exempted 
se who have special appointments at the Royal Court are exempted, but 
itary age they are liable to be called to the colours on leaving their 
Appointment, 

16, Preachers and mullahs of mosques are exempted provided that they have 
held their appointment in the mosque for more than a year before the passing of this 
law, and provided that they: are accepted by the congregation 

Ur Servants of the Holy Tombs are exempted, provided their period of military 
service coincides with their appointment at the tomb. 

18, Religious students must terminate their studies at the age of 25, and on 
Passing a medical examination will have to serve for six months instead of for 
three years, 

High schoo! students who desire to contintie their studies at a university will be 
treated itecording to article 21, 

19, If for any reason the date of examination of a student is postponed and he 
is subsequently eximined, this date will be considered to be the date of his class, and 
the postponenient of his examination does not excuse him military 

20, Students of high schools, or arts and science, medical, engineering, &e,, who 
have graduated in Persia or in a foreign country will only have to serve for one 
instead of three years, 

21, Students of Government schools, or of schools which are officially recognised 
as Government schools, will he temporarily exempted while studying. They, must 
serve for two years after the age of 25 when they have finished their course 

22, The following are not required for military service: Persons who are blind 
in the right eye, deaf and dumb, lame or hump-backed. Although these persons art 
unable to serve they must be registered, and require to hold a doctor's certificate, 
‘Those who are weak and require medical treatment must be sent at Government 
expense wherever the doctors may recommend for their treatment. 


17 


. If a man is over 70 years of age, or though younger than this he cannot 
support his family, and has only one son, this son will be exempted on reaching 
military age. 

;2& Tf aman or a widow has a son who is a soldier, and has a second son, or in 
addition has a third son of less 5 years of age, as long as one son is in the army 
the second son will be exempted for one year, but his name will be registered as liable 
for service, 

25. Tt a widow has a son in the army and has no other son over 15 years of age, 
and more than one son has died in military service, should she have any near relations, 
the calling up of this elation’s sons will be postponed for ome tear 

26. Tt a widow has a son of military age and other sons between the ages of 18 
and 70 who are blind or incapable, the son of military age will be exempted for one 
year. 

27. If a man is the head of a family and has to feed more than two people, he 
will be exempted from military service until someone in the family attains the age 

.__If a man has to support orphans, he will not be called up in that year, 

28. In case a man has to feed his mother or grandmother, and there is no one else 
to look after them, he will he exempted for one yea 

29, Ifa man has only two sons who are both liable for at the same time, 
he may send one and retain the other, but if only one at a time should be liable for 
service, and the younger is willing to take military. so the elder may bo 
exempted, This fact will be entered in all necessary documents, 

30. Tn ease a man has more than two sons in another house or village who are all 
fit, and one or two of his sons are liable for service, this number will be called up: 
but should more than two be liable fo 
others will be 


and two mo} may, if he 


r the one already serving, 
ible for the expenses of two 
the one whose name was drawn 
he held over till the following year 
y may have the same family duties, a similar 


With the custom 
a family, will be 
year. If anyone else should take over their charge, 
‘y will not be exempt, but will be included in the Reserve. 

88. Guardians of bequeathed property, as long as they are of military age, 
will be summoned, and if chosen for s able Lo provide nsubstitute, 
the guardianship of the property daring their period of serview will be temporarily 
under the Office of Bequi 

34. The service of princes, who are the direct children of the Sovereign, will 
depend on the wishes of the 

35. Persons who are of military age and who wish to enter public or 
municipal services or any other service’ which requires the special permission of the 
Governtuent, must be in possession of a certificate of service under arms (i.e., that 
they have completed their military training) 

All persons who wish to enter the amnich or police must first complete the 
three years military service and must be in po: n of a good conduct certificate, 

37. With regard to criminals or persons who for improper acts have 
been sentenced “to more than two years’ imprisonment. or have been 
deprived of their salary for a misdemeanour; as the association of this type of 
person with innocent youths on entering military service is undesirable, if they 
should be chosen for service, they will not be given the privilege of bearing arms, 
but will be put under the observation of special officials and will be recruited tor th 
Labour Corps. 


Chapter 3.—Relating to Absentees and Persons who Assist Absentees. 


88. All persons who absent themselves from the drawing of lots, or who wound 
themselves with a view to avoiding military service, will be made to sarve for the tall 
period without being drawn for. Any person who aids or is a partuer in any of the 
above acts, is liable to imprisonment for one to three months and a fine or banishment 
Tf any Government servant is a partner to such acts, he will be dismissed and is 

T0708 
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Hable to a similar punishment. Any person giving information leading to the 
discovery of such acts will receive a reward, 

39. ‘In the event of a father whose son has been chosen for military service 
desiring by fraud to send another son to serve, or sending another person Yndes os 
assumed name in place of his son, whether this act is committed before or aftes the 
lots are drawn, Persons committing this fraud, and those who have aecepted re 
assisted this fraud will be liable to he punished according to the Legal Code, 


Chapter 4.—Relating to the Drawing of Lots and the Conduct of Affairs afterwards, 


40. ‘The method of summoning, and the members of the Mobilisation Committee 
is laid down in chapter 1, and the conduct of the lot drawing and of affairs after wil 
he in accordance with the current mobilisation instructions: 

13 citer lots have been once drawn before the committee, on no account is any 
Uet (to be drawn again, (Particular attention is to be paid to, the scrapulory 
observance of this order.) ‘Those persons who are chosen for service will take oe 
oath on the Koran (or their own haly boo }) before the Mobilisation Committee, that 
outing the whole period of my service f will serve my country, Monarch ard the 
Constitutional Government faithfully, and that I will not be guilty of treachery ce 
desertion,” One of the Ulema present on the committee must explain carefully the 
terms of this oath to all who take it if 

2. All. persons, who while of military age were not chosen for service, on 
Passing military age must be given a certificate to this effect by the reeruiling 
authorities. From this date they will be considered to be part of the Reserve, and fer 
one month (or such period as the Ministry of War may fix) in every two yeare will 
fttend for. training with the rest of the Reserve. Ina similar way all persons who 
have satisfied the authorities and are over military age will he given a certificate he 
the recruiting authorities. 

48. The Ministry of War is empowered to call up as a special case in an 
emergency volunteers of the age of 18 years, persons of military age who are exempt 


and persons who have done fed service who may wish to renew their contract. Oth 


fecruliting instructions wvill be in accordance with the general recruiting orders 
issued separately from the Ministry of War. 


REZA, Minister of War and Commander-in-Chief 
Dated 19th Hamal (11th April). 
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Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 5.) 


(Xo 186, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 28, 1923 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 16 for week ending the 21st April, compiled by: the military attaché 
to this Legation, 
T have, & 
PERCY LORALNE. 


Enelostire in No, 140, 
(Seoret.) 
Intelligence Swnmary No, 16 for Week ending April 21, 1993 
Gitan 
WITH reference to paragraph 1 of last week's summary, information from a 
soutree usually reliable, states that the Russian Legation is willing to withdraw its 
‘Opposition to the Governorship of Asaf-ed-Dowleh on the following conditions: 
(a) ‘That he will oppose the work of all English agents in Gilan, (b) that he will 
assist the Russian consuls in Gilan to further Russian interests, (0) that he will not 
oppose Russian political activities in Gilan, It is stated that Asaf-ed-Dowleh has 
expressed his willingness to acceed to these conditions, but confirmation on this point 
is needed, 
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Mneteen employees have been discharged from the Vneshtorg (Russian 
Foreign Trade Department) in Enzeli, and a notice has been: posted on the irrectay 
consulate stating that there are vacancies fer employment. Prospective candidates, 
must not be of the following categories ¥ 

Those who have served in the White army. 

Sons of former Tsarist officers 

Sons of bourgeois, 

Drinkers, gamesters and former speculators 


jAngte was added that members of the  Komzoiiel” (Young Soviet Communists) 
will be given preference, 

&: With reference to paragraph 4 of last week's summary, Shumyataly loft 
Resht for Tehran on the 14th April. 

4. With reference to paragraph 7 of last week's summary, it is reported that 


Hedwiger has been sent by the German Minister in ‘Tehran to Berlin in connection 
with negotiations for a Berlin~Tehran air post, 


Tehran. 


Trin itl reference to paragraph 11 of last weck’s summary, on the 12th April 
the Minister of War held a secret, council to discuss a plan of operations agadnst 
the Bakhtiaris. ‘The following decisions were taken : (1) Phat troaps should be sent 
Gradually to Ispahan, ostensibly to increase the garrison of Shiraz, ()). that 
Prince Amanullah Mirza, sho commanded the force so successfully against Simko, ta 
to be given command of this force, (0) that the following reinforcements are to’ be 
sent from Tehran :— 

Infant: 
Alineli regiment detachment 400 
Pebilevi regiment detachment 
Naderi regiment detachment 
Ahen regiment detachment 
Bahadur regim ment 


Cavalry- 
Dafa regiment 
Marg regiment 
Armenian squadron 


Artillery 
5 field guns and 5 mountain guns, with necessary personnel and 
equipment 


the Mth April the General Staft in ‘Tehran 
anition to Tspahan, al 
2 boxes English hand grenades. 
guns, 
Several English and Rossian rifles 
» parts for arms in Tspahan. 


seven fourgons of 


7. On the 18th April the General Staff is reported to have stated. that the 
Kashais would support the Government in operations against the Bakhtinris, 

8, With reference to paragraph 9 of last week's summary, a representative of the 
Yunker Company, named Schinidt, came from Berlin in the aeroplane. It is reported 
that this man has full authority from hi make a contract with the 
Persian Government for an air post: trying to got contracts for 
air post and passenger service in Germany, Sweden, Russia and Persit F 

The pilot wasa German, named Yutte, and the mechanic a German, named Yette, 
Chervin, said to be the Soviet Commissar for Aviation in the Caucasus, came too. 

9. The Ministry of War has two small wi sets of Russian make, which 
were left behind by the Russian troops when they evacuated Azerbaijan... ‘These 
were brought to Tehran from Sherifkhaneh. ‘They are to be repaired if possible and 
used for communication hetween the Ministry of War and any place where troops 
are operating. It is doubtful if the necessary repairs can be eflected, 
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10. With reference to my Intelligence Summary, No. 6, dated the 10th February, 
aragraph 2, information for a source usually reliable is to the effect that 
Roshan Bey, while in Tehran, reorganised the Kemalist Committee, which 
Committee Ahrar-i-Islam, Colonel Roshan Bey 
discovered that Jemil Bey, a Turkish adventurer who has been some time in Tehran 
and is a member of the Committee Ahrar-i 
Turkish Ambassador informed the Persian Government th 
¥y under arrest to Angora. The Persian police thereupon arrested Jemil Bey, 

is house and obtained proofs of his connection with the Russians. 
ten days in prison in Tehran, Jemil Bey escape 


works in close touch with the 


‘slam, is in reality a Russian agent, ‘The 


at he desired to send 








id and is now in hiding in Kaz 
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Assistant to 0.C. 


Alexi 
0.0. Signallers ee 


Sarkissiantz, 





O.C. Telephones. Maleni 

Q , Machine Guns Ae 

Assistant Turav si 
O.C. Mountain Ce 
Assistant 1) Nolikof. 











11, On the 7th April the War Minister learnt that seven Rus 








enlisted in the Transport Corps in Tehran and were engag 
propaganda, All seven have been arrested by the military authoriti 
12, Anti-British propaganda continues in the local newspapers 












18, Nalini Gupta, the Indian seditionist who recently arrived in Persia from 
Russia, is reported to have been located on the night of the 13th-14th 
Grand Hotel in Kazvin, He is lame in the left leg, was we 





ring a brown overcoat 





mer Cossack officer, named Surkof, 
Varscha. 

Kudrof, 

Vilaef, 

Paurof, 





(c.) On the 5th April the following stores were landed at Lenkoran :— 


anda skin kuflah and stated that he is going to Hamadan. A Gilani w: 








14, With reference to paragraph 5 above, 
Ispahan reports that on the 12th April a force of 480. 
runs, 2 mountain guns and § machine guns, left Ispahan for 
‘The real object of this force 


is Majesty's consul-general_ at 





nisheh, ostensibly 
tions against. robbers, s believed to be in 
connection with Bakhtiari disarmament, 

15, With reference to Intelligence § m 
paragraph 8, His Majesty's consul-general at Tspahan reports. t 
Amanullah Mirza, the Chief of th 
ing speech to the o 
ight in South Persia a 
shed themselves in the 

16, Skripitchin, the secretary of the Russian consulate at 
to he making a map of the neighbourhood for Tardof, the Ru 








13, dated the Sist March, 


Staff of the Persian army i 
ing them to spare no efforts in putting 
nd decorations to 











rvice of their count 





Tehran, April 21, 1929. 





pahan, is reported 








About 1,200 sets of uniform and s i 
200 sets of uniform and soldiers equipment, 

40 boxes of rifles, ae 
250 boxes of ammunition, 

27 boxes of hand grenades, 

2 machine guns (Maxims). 

4 bomb throwers (qortars), 
Inspection of arms has been going on, and old and faulty vifles are 

being replnced by new iasies, 
atch soldier has been ordered to carry on him 250 

en fy 250 ro1 
ammunition, pacehoe 


On the 6th April, gun and machine gun trials were held, 








M. SAUNDERS. Lientenant-Colonet, 
Military Attaché, 








(1B 5825/6245 /34) No. 141, 


constil-general at Bushire, left 


17, M. Lidin, the newly appointed Russ 
Shiraz for Bushire on the 2nd i } 
18, Since the arrival at Shiraz of military instructors from Tehran a marked 


pril to take up hi 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Receieed June 6) 
(No. 187. Confidential.) 


improvement is apparent in the drill and discipline of the troops 














19, Gafar Zadeh, the agent sent to the Turkomans by Weine 
Russian consul at Astarabad, has been arrested at Samnan at the ins 


Russian Legation, 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, w: 
No a our Lordship, with x 


from the Director-General of 
This document was commu: 








Tehran, April 30, 1923, 
ference to my despatch 
eceived by the Imperial Bank of Persia 
noes, relative to taxes in Persia, 
cated to me withont the knowledge of 





Ap 





copy oF letter rece 
Pina 





Dr. Millspaugh, and it is therefore important that discretion should be observed $e 





It gives, I believe, a more complete description of the sys i 
J a 2 escription of the system of taxation than 
n previously obtained by this Legation, although it omits matters that would 
be of interest, @g., the approximate amount of revenue from direct taxes No 
distinction is made between imperial and municipal taxation, and perhaps for the 


20, A traveller who arrived at Resht from Lenkoran on the 17th April reports 
the arrival in Lenkoran of the following troops :-— 


(a) On the 1st April arrived from Tsaritsin the 111th Communist Otriad con- 
sisting of 850 infantry, 22 mounted scouts, 15 signallers, 18 telephone 
detachments with instrament, machine-gun section of 33 men, 

1 Colt and 2 Lewis guns, Battery of 25 men and 2 mountain guns. 


reason that a hard and fast distinction has never been established 








Military Commissar 
‘Assistant, to 0. 
Political Officer 








by the Persians 


T have, &, 
PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure in No. 141 


Dr. Millspaugh to the Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Gentlemen, April 20, 1923. 
REFERRING to your letter of the 2ist December, 192 rour second letter 
of the 5th March, 1923, requesting information relative to tax: you are 
informed in reply to questions asked as follows :— 
1, Regarding names of taxes and when due in 1923, Direct taxes in Persia are 
the following -— 
(a) The land tax is only on the net income of the proprietor, cash or kind. 
Wheat, barley, rice and straw are payable at harvest time in each locality 
All other crops are valued and included in the cash and payable in several 
instalments not to exceed four, and the last of which is in November. 
‘The rate of this tax is supposed to be 10 per cent, of the net income of 
the proprietor, but in fact actually varies in every locality because the 
old rolls:have not been revised for a long time, in some instances for a 
period of forty to 100 years re 
‘Tax on cattle and all live-stock is collected according to the roll. ‘Thi 
tax: was originally based on a rate per head and then altered to a lump 
sum, which has been collected yearly. As no revision has taken place for 
along time, the tax has become an arbitrary amount now divided between 
liye-stock owners in each locality. or among tribes. ‘This tax is payable 
in the same way as cash land tax: 
hes are subject to a tay originally paid according to a certain rate per 
ly or ‘tent’; for above-mentioned reasons relative to tax on 
stock, this has also become an arbitrary amount of tax, payable 
r cash taxes, x 
alled “ Ashaf,"” first, instituted 
tered in the roll, which ha 


according to 
fs tax has also hecome arbit 


been revised for many y 
due and payable like other cash taxes, 
Sales taxes are not’ uniformly collected in all Persia, but mostly in the 
northern provinces, and are arbitrary. ‘These taxes are called ‘* Atassi 
‘and ' Doronghegui,"” paid by shopkeepers for the guarding of their shops 
at night, 
Poll tax, the rate of which varies in different provinces from 2 krans to 
15 krans per person, is payable at the same time as other cash taxes. 
‘Tax on rental of houses, shops and karavanserais collected at the rate of 
5 per cent, quarterly on the gross income, 

(i:) Educational tax collected at the rate of 2 per cent. on cash land tax and 
value of straw, and 1 kran per kharvar of wheat, rice and barley, ‘This 
tax is payable at the time when any payment is made on account of 
Jand tax 

2, Regarding last date when report is to be filed, you are informed that taxpayers 
fare not required to submit declarations of the business they have transacted except 
tax on rentals received ay oe 

3, ‘There is no law or regulation fixing actual dates when payments are to 
be made, es 

“4, ‘Phe only individual or business taxes are the poll tax and tax on associations 
«as desoribed above. “ 

The indirect taxes collected in Persia can be divided under two headings, 
viz, those levied and those collected at a uniform rate and universally, and those 
levied locally, , 

‘The following are the indirect taxes universally collected : — 

1, Costoms, 

2 Op 

3, Tobacco, 

4, Aloohol excise, 

5, Slaughter tax. 

6, Kilns tax. 

7. The animal market tax 
8 Transport and octroi tax. 


A brief description of each is given below: 
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The Opium Excise, 


Among the different sources of indi 


; rect taxes the opium tax is ranked 
second in importance, the most lucrative i ete 


Import r being the customs. In view of the great 
umber of teopl bing aiid to {hs use of opin a progressive tax wan levied 
ne consumpt with a view to uprooting: ignominiot i 
of opium, smoking. The rate of the tax is 672 krank on every bation (a6 The 
opium |The revenue from this source is about 15 million krais, ‘ 
when fe Soutrol of opium is supposed to start from the time of cultivation, pum, 
. ravi state, is taken to Government warehouses, where is is prepared! for 
{ope gonsumption or exportation, Should eflective control be exercise on the use 
of e revenues from internal consumption are calculated as 60 million krans 
ha view to obtaining a higher revenue and to ensuring the moral phase of the 
‘on, the American adviser in charge of the indirect taxes is stccesst lly work 
on the scheme of establishing a State monopoly on opium, Bees ne. 


The Tobacco Excise, 


The third important source of indirect taxes is the 

‘on pipe and water-pipe tobacco, The tax 

has attained the high market prive 

half of the year, owing to the 
The present rever 

the new syste 


‘The rate 
rete tobacco and 30 per cent, ad valorem 
s levied on unprepared tobaeco before it 
The revenue from this source swells the second 
\ crop being harvested in the autumn, 

revenue from this source amounts’ to 4 million krans—but when 
tn of levying taxes on prepared tobacco comes into force the revenue 
as estimated, to 8 million krans, 


{leohol Excise, 


All intoxicants distilled locally are taxed. ‘The rate of the tax is as follows + 
Krans per batman: 

16 

yt 

28 


8 


Arak, yotka, gin 
Alcohiol 

Cognac, whiskey, 
Wine 


‘The dax on wine is levied on grapes Ki “ 
is levied on grapes at 14 krans per twenty batmans, this being 
te equivalent of 8 krans per batman of wine. : if 


cove tlh Miew to exeretsing contro, the proce 
Jovernment supervision. In. some localities the distilleries are collected in. ono 
place, provided by the Goverment, the Department thee 4 ng made able to exercise 


omplete control over the distilling. ‘The revenue from this source 
3 million krans. source amounts to 


5 of distillation is performed under 


« Slaughter Tax, 


All animals to be slaughtered for consumption in the towns must be 
the Government slaughter houses outside the town, Animals brought, there. are 
examined by veterinary surgeons, those they find diseased are disinfected and 
returned to the owner Or destroyed and buried, according to the seriousness of the 
disease. ‘Those found fit are slaughtered and skinned 
‘The following charges are made on the carcasses :— 


brought to 


aarge animals (camels, cows, &c.) 


2 krans per 
mall anima sheep, goats, &c,) ae ee 


1 kran per head, 


The revenues trom this source amounts to 1,600,000 krans per year, 


The Kilns Tax, 


A tax being the equivalent of 10 per cent. is charged on all kiln products, such 
‘is different kinds of bricks, lime and mortar. ‘On stones taken from quarries and 
used for building a tax ranging from 1 kran to 2 krans is levied, according to the 
size of these stone 


‘The revenues from this source amounts to 400,000 krans per year, 













Ist 















Lhe Animal Market Tas. 7 ' ee 

den times, it has been customary in Persia to have maidans where 
the suloot horses, camels and donkeys, &e, takes place. When buying the following 
beasts at a public market or maidan, the purchaser pays a tax accordingly :— 








Krans. 
‘Horse or camel ... he z ihe 10 
Donkey or ox se 3 
Foolorealf 2,0 
‘The aboye rate is in force in the provinces, but in Tehran the rate is double that 
quoted above. 


‘The revenue from this source is about 1,200,000 krans. 






Transport or Octroi Taw. : : 
(Owners of vehicles in town are required to pay a monthly tax according to the 
following tari 





Carriage ti %y 
Landau 3 & 
Diligence ; 

Motor car 

Doroudhky iy 
Bicycle : 
fotor lorry 

Cart of four wheels 

Horse, mule or camel 

Bullock a ne 


Besides this monthly tax on vehicles, charges are made at the gates on entering 
the towns for the following vehicles and animals :— 





















Krans, 
Carriage “i é 3 
Diligence 4 ; a 
‘Motor vehicles Z 9 
Wago : 6 
Oxen and donkeys : Bah 
Mules and horses 5 
Camels : . f 6 






4 i < jon krans per year. 

The revenue from this source amounts to 5 million kt y aoe a 

‘Phe above taxes are all universally collected according to laws and regulations 
‘The revenues are constant and collected daily, 















i Indirect Taaes Levied Locally. - 
Besides the above, there are numerous other taxes, being more or Tess local. The 
following are some of the most important: :-— 
it Balance Taw-—'Vhis is a charge for weighing bales and packages of goods, 
‘The rate diffors in different provinces, the average being some 10 shahis for weighing. 
| valuable goods and a couple of shabis for ordinary goods The revenue from this 
ns a Year. ‘ 
eo rae toe ie core ie gu rmposition levied on the guild of brokers. As 
in the case of other local impositions, this source of revenue has been up to the present 
} most always farmed out, ‘The revenue from this source amounts ¢9 500,000 krans, 
1 5, Tua on Shows and Pheatres.—This tax is exclusively collected in Tehran an 
other large cities of the north, where theatres and shows are freely given, The rate 
of tho tax is 6 per cent, of the proceeds of sale of tickets. Sie 
The Auction Tar—On all property put up for auction a tax is levied al 
lowing rates :-— : 
ae 1a) When the effects put up for auction are the property of the auctioneer, 
'” “Ashahis per toman or2 per cent. of the amount realised. a 
(b) When the effects have been sent by another person to be auctioned by the 
‘auctioneer, 7 shahis per toman of 34 per cent. of the amount realised. 
(e) When the effects are auctioned in the ovner’s house, 12 shahis per toman 
Pew or 6 per cent, ‘The same rate holds true for houses, shops and other 
Tandedl properties which are auctioned 
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._ Soukht.—This is a tax that is levied on fuel and other combustibles at the 


2 to 4 shahis per load (approximately 200 Ib), ‘This tax is collected in the 
northern provinces iy 


6. Fruits and Raisins—Before they may be brought into the town, a tax of 
2 shahis per load is made on fresh fruits and vegetables, 

7, Tax on Sait Boats—Among local Jmpositions there isa tax in the Gulf ports 
on sail boats that ran between two Ports, on between the ports and steamships, ‘The 
Tate of tax is 3 krans per ton annually, besides a stamp fee of 2 krans for each permit. 
issued for every sail boat on leaving the port 

8. Tax on Rafts—This is a passage fee for crossing shoteit at Shuster, where, 
the bridge having collapsed, the people have recourse to rafts. ‘The passage feo is 

















‘as follows :— 
Krans 
Per camel load p 8 
Per mule load be 1 
Per donkey load i 1 


The revenues from the above and some other local impositions as tax on 
gunpowder, soap and butter in Hamadan, on fox in Azerbaijan, on alkaline 
and assafetida in the southern provinces, amounts to 9 million krans annually, 

Yours very truly, " 
A.C. MILESPAUGH, 
Administrator-General of the Pinances. 














(EB 5826/1713/34) No. 142, 
‘Sir P: Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 6.) 
No. 188.) 
My Lord, Dehran, , 








_ IT HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of despatch 
No. 21 of the 12th April, addressed to me by, His Majesty's vice-earaul/ at. Hesht, 
describing the deplorable condition of affairs in the Province of Gilan during the 
dovernorship of Nayer-es-Sultan, 

The despateh throws am interesting light on the unscrupuloy 
methods of Itu jet representatives in thi 
if not the actual co-operation of Nayer-es-Sultan in 
make of this an extreme case, but the methods employed in Gilan, such ug the 
subsidising of local newspapers, the publication of revolutionary pamphlets inciting 
the populiice to revolt against the Gove nd the formation of workmen's 

ions, are typical, as your Lordship is well aware, of Bolshevik methods in Persia 
and ate pursued in varying degrees wherever their representatives are stationed. 

‘The attitude of the Persian Government in tolerating such illegal and extrome 
Interference in the domestic affairs of this country reflects the respect, for the power 
of Russia which was instilled into the Pt the ‘Tsarist régime, and 
the protection extended hy the Russian Legation to its creatures, 
Sultan, and the increasing interest shown by that Legation in the 

iees—a policy which sayours of a return 

fhods practised under the Tsarist régi 

hhe departure of the new Governor of Gilan to his post has been delayed by the 

on of the Russian Legation who do not-consider him to be sulliciently amenable 

nfluence. Meanwhile the recall of Nayer-es-Sultan and the appointment 

of an energetic officer, Sartip Mohamed Hussein. Khan, to the command of the 

Northern Division has resulted in a considerable improvement in the situation in 
Gilan. 








nd aggressive 
ninal negligenc 
stivities of M. Apresof, 





















































1 have, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE, 
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Enclosure in No, 142. 


* Acting Vice-Consul Brenan to Sir P. Loraine, 
(No. 21.) 
Sir, Resht, April 12, 1923. 
FOR purposes of record I have the honour to inform you that on the 7th instant 
I was officially informed by Shehzedeh Mubashir-es-Sultan, chief of the Persian 
Telegraph Department in Resht, that by order of the Prime Minister, Asaf ed- 
Dowleh had been appointed Governor of Gilan in place of Nayer-es-Sultan, and that 
pending the former's arrival, he was entrusted with the government of the district 
Eyer since the appointment of Nayer-oeSultan to the governorship of this 
district, the political situation in Gilan rapidly deteriorated. His governorship 
during a very critical period, when there was apparently graye danger of war between 
the Allied Governments and the Government of Angora with the probable support 
ence to the Russian 
© make every use of 


impunity in the local newspaper 
the Russian Soviet consul, and by other means 

Mega notices were continually. placarded in the town and countryside, inciting 
the populace to revolt against authority and peasants against their landlords, 

‘Do letters of protest from myself, Nayer-es-Sultan did not ven youchsafe the 
courtesy of an acknowledgment. x 

His attitude towards foreign (non-Russian) nationals was regrettably unfriendly. 

About the middle of Rebriiary a most unusual incident occurred when a number 
of Persians openly assaulted and nearly murdered a prominent Greek merchant. 
‘The Persians concerned took refuge at the ( " ind it was only after 
repeated representations on my part that the ¢ finally. sent to the 
nalice station, Nevertheless at the instigation of the Governor, the criminals were 
immediately released, no evidence of any: value was collected, although the assault 
took place in a crowded public thoroughfare, and eventually the assailants were 
allowed to leave the town to go to Tehran 

On another occasion after a breach of relations between the local newspaper and 
the Bolshevik consul, the printing press which ismed the newspaper was robbed, 
and/a number of copies of the day's issue were stolen, ‘ 

On the following day Apresof himself showed the stolen sheets to Nay 
Sultan, and himself admitted, that he had eugineered the theft, because the 

dai Gilan,” had “ changed its views,” and was publishing anti-Russian articles 

No action was taken by the Governor. 

On another occasion, Apresof with the connivance of Nayer-es-Sultan, 
deliberately attempted to coerce a nakil, in charge of case concerning the inher 
‘of some property, to abstain from fighting the case which was against a Rus 
citizen, ‘The vakid was even beaten by the Russian consular servant 
Tt was afterwards clearly shown that Nayer-es-Sultan was a party 
Apresof, 

‘The situation in Resht was indeed becoming impossible until the arrival of 
Sartip Muhammad Hussein Khan, sent by the Minister of War to establish at Resht 
his headquarters as commander of the Northern Division, officer immediately 
set about counteracting the malign influence of the Governor and has since succeeded 
toa certain extent in re-establishing a better atmosphere. j 

Tt is to be hoped that with the arrival of Asaf-ed-Dowleh and the co-operation 
of the military authorities, the situation wil continue to improve 

hi 


&e. 
YV. BRENS 





[E 5829/1416/34) 
ived June 5.) 


ane acne Tehran, May 1, 1923, 
© cHajesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad has been so good as to forward to 
Senay OF # confidential despatch addressed by his Hxeelleney on the 9th April to the 
Se cage OF State for the Colonies, and conimenting on certain insirotions issued by 
apo SST Inst to His Majesty's consolar officers at Bushire, Shiraz and 
Nea, CL SGeY lose instructions was transwvitted to your Lordship in my despatch 
aerate uidential: of the 1Oth dFanuary, and Dwas gratified at learning. from your 
rae Age Of the 2st Febmiary that they: had met-with your Lordship's approval. 
Gove Lory Cox sugeests that the’ existence of detinite pledges given by Hin Majesty's 
fagpcimment to the Sheikh of Mohammeral was not in my mitid when] wrote the 
instructions in question, and on {his assumption he has thought it necesary to express 
nope ti at the Secretary of State the Colonies will reca hose pledges 
Tamory of Tlie Majesty Cheacragre Pes peace) ee nie istage hate 
ave the honour to state that the High, C jouer’ ion is: qui 
eee at the High Commissioner's suggestion is quite 
jnfounded and that, on the contrary, the obligations which His Majesty's Government 
proven iamgrmaage Peet of the Sheikh of Mohammera ave bet aud age v 
le instruction to the three consuls quoted an extract from my despateh Ni 
sont’ fed an extract from my despatch No. 551, 
Fianfdential, of the 4th Soptember to your Lordship, copy of whieh was sent to. the 
gh Commissione , and T should be obliged if his Hixcellency would again 
Peruse that paper and note another passage init which rans as follo 


have ath the Sheikh of, Mohammerah the situation is more specialised, Wo 
have assumed definite obligations towards his Excelloney, which are accompanied, 
however, by the very important and necessary reservation that our fulllinont of 
them is dependent ou his, fulfilment of his obligations towards the Central 
Rvermment. Tam fully aware of the important services rendored by Sheik 
hazal during the war, and of the unswerving loyally which he manifested 
towards the British conse during that trying and anxious period, which givos hi 
Tose qugeltin go gar support aul consideration any senttan agreemont. 
ally clear that an occasion necessitating the fulfilment of our 
undertakings towards the Sheikh might well bring us intomsactwal tt uneepaeionl 
tate of hostility with the Persian Government, and is therefore one to be avoid 
by every tneans in our power. 


T may be permitted further to point out that my object in addressing the instruction 
in question to tho three, conn ing in the most iinportant sphere of 
British intorests in Souchorn Por H view of the impressions created in that aren 
by th visit of ardar s . to give them usitrue an appr 
able of that Minister's policy of centralisation through the instrament 
jersian arty, its probable elect as regards British interest, aud the at 
seemed desirable to adopt, Tho general question of policy involved in the assuran 
given to the Sheikh of Mohasumorah, with which, moreover, Colonel ‘Trevor, Mr. Chick 
and Mr. Peel are perfectly familar, had already ‘been brought forward in’ ny above- 
mentioned despatch No. 951, which had warned your Lordhip' arreniee, and it 
Would in auy easy appear to mie amore proper subject of disoussion hetien he vatious 
lepartinents of State tod aud their representatives on the spot. 

in turn be pardoned for taking this opportunity to state bluntly cortain 


1. When the engagements towards the Sheikh of Mohammerah were taken, Persin 
lid not have any army worth mentioning, 
Persia his to-day what is, for Persian conditions and internal needs, a formidable 
| ay, forces dinected by a masterful energetio personality, 
4. The Persian Government are not aware of the nature or extent of o1 
towards the Sheilth of Mohammerah and His Majesty's Gov 
yy, ot hitherto thought it desirable to enlighten them on the aubje 
4. The Persian Government regard Sheikh-KNazal as an ordinary Persian subject, 
hot differing in position or privilege from other tribal leaders, such as those 
of the Kastitai, the Shahsevan, the Khamseh Arabs, &c. 
(10708) 
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G i jan G vi ‘bal authorities 
. The poliey of the Persian Government of to-day is not to let the tribal author 

Tfre in a state of somicindopendence and practically complete autonomy, but 
to subdue them to the will and under the direct control of the Central 
Govermnent. 7 

The policy of His Majesty's Government is to encourage the establishment of 
order and stability in Persia, ‘These onds are best attained through a 
rong Central Government. i 

His Majesty's Government are pledged to respect absolutely the independence 
and integrity of Persia. 


‘The conclusion which I beg leave to draw from these statements is that, with the 
present trends of events, an oecasion niny arise when the poliey and pledge rendered in 
points 6 and 7 inay prove to be incompatible with our engagements towards the Shel 
Of Motiammerah and when the fulfilment of those engagements will necessitate the use 
of armed British force to resist the encroachment of Persian Imperial troops on the 
sheikh’s territory. Sav SRN ial 

Such an geeason would, 1/presume to thi lace His Majesty's Government in 
sorious and emburrassing difemina, Such action as L have taken and. such recom: 
mendations as T have ventured to make, have been with the object of avoiding its 
Socurrence, It would nevertheless be idle to pretend that its occurrence is outsid 
region of possibility: “pect Re 

BNCopies.of this despatch are being forwarded to. the Government of Tada, His 
Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad and to His Majesty's consul-general a 


Bushire, Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAIN 





[B 6077/69/34) 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 11.) 


pCa dali Tehran, May 7, 19 
My Te rdel vith copy of Intelligence 
AVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith coy i 
Sian Ne uF Honour to transrvting. the 28th April, compiled by. the military 
attaché to this Legation. sate as 
PERCY LORATD 


Bnolosure in 
oa) Intelligence Summary No. 17 for Week ending April 28, 1923 
Om inted in the place of 

NENW Governor of Gilan has not yet been appointed in the place of Naver. 
ca St Nine Russtuns are much annoyed at the withdrayval of the latter, and ar 


} Maltiegas to eho appointment of his successor. 
TIE  paactine ob NATEE ‘Ttan to Tehran, the pro-Russian elemen 


i strong feeling is 
in the province have been particularly quiet. A strong anti Russ eee 
apparent, in military circles both in Resht and Enzeh, and parhicwey 2 
ue paid to the suppression of Communist and revolutionar 


Azerbaijan. p 
8, Tabriz. —The follov 
Hamadan on the 16th April: 


rena ei ith reference to paragraph 4, Intelligence Summar 


s outed 
AV 'Amin Ashayer, te Shahsevan tribal leader, has been execu 
tess einai ; Aine Aslinyers Thiof of a section of the tribe, has had her hair 
ister, , iol of set 
tut off by order of the G.0.C, Azerbaijan Division 


f Persi ys left Tabriz for 
detachment of Persian troops left Tat 
He 200 infantry, 100 cavalry, 10 Lewis g 
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Transcaucasia. 


5. Baku.—An army clothing de 


pot in Baku wa 1 We 23 rel 
involving the deteuctog Cee in Baku was burnt down on the 23rd March, 


lange stocks of felt boots, 
Kazvin, 


6. Aristagis, an Armenian, who is employed as a Russian 
tagis, an A who is employed as a Russia ce agent, 
arrived at Kazvin from Resht on the 17th April and left for Kermanshal of the 
18th April. While in Kazvin he visited the Russian co 
thick black moustache and eyebrows, blue breeches, blue coat and long boots Englioh 
waterproof. He was carrying a ri a a 
7, On the 20th April the Persian Communi 


2 committee in Kazvin received a 
letter from the committee in Tabriz 


\ i te riz asking for a liaison agent to be detailed for work 
petween Tabriz and Kazvin; Ghulam Hussein Ghalifarush was appointed, ‘The 


committee in Kazvin wishes to open a club, to be named the  Kazvin Assembly." 

8. Minkin, the Russian consul at Kazvin, sent a Pe n agent named Ali Agha 
to Kermanshah for propaganda work, ‘This man left Kazvin on the 20th April Tor 
Kermanshah, Description : 24 years of age, 6 feet tall, short black moustacle 


Kermanshah, 


Hamadan Division has temporarily transferred his 
ent left Kermanshah on the 28th April in the direction 


R ir to deal with Sardar Rashid, a Kurd, who is giving trouble at Russian. 
instigation, 


Tehran. 


10, There is considerable excitement locally over the voting for Deputies for the 
new Mediliss, Corruption is rife, and votes are bought and sold in the streets, . The 


Russian Leg employing a number of agen vel supplied with money, fox the 


purpose of assisting the election of Deputies favourable to 
Minister, however, has issued strict orders to the police to 
buying or selling votes, and a number of arrests haye been ¢ 
past wee! 
11, Shumiatsky has been appointed Russian Minister, 
Chargé d’Afiaire 
12, The Bakhtiari crisis has now become acute, ‘The War ter is 
mined that tho khans shall fulfil his terms (see paragraph 9 of my: Intelligence 
Summary No. 13, dated the B1st March), and has declared his intention of 
commencing operations at an early d should a peaceful settle: 
ment not be arrived at. He is proof that the Bakhti 
themselves instigated the Kuh to attack the Persian detachment at 
alil, and, in view of this unwarranted attack and the dishonourable treatment. 
accorded to the women accompanying the d ent, he regards it to be a matter of 
honour for the army to obtain full reparation, ‘Though up to date no remforcoments 
have been sent to fspahan from Teh: evident that the War Minister is not 
bluffing. As regards the fine demanded, his figure now being 300,000 tomans, he has 
expressed his willingness to accept an immediate payment of 100,000 tomans from the 
Khans, the remainder of the sum to be paid by instalments, but the Bakhtiari khans 
ate that they are quite unable to pay mor? than a total sim of 100,000 tomans 
na 
‘The fact that all the leading khans are now in ‘Tehran and 
ny moment the War Minister chooses greatly strengthens the War Ministe 
13. An organisation equivalent to the "Red Cross” has been started 
under the presidency of the Crown Prince, named the “ Red Lion and the Sun,”* 
hief organiser is Dr. Amir Alam. It is proposed to open branches in all the 
towns in Per: 
14, The French Minister in Tehran, M. Prévost, left Tehran for France on leave 
on the 25th April, M. Dayet, his secretary, has been appointed Chargé d’ Affaires, 
15. Shumiatsky has agreed to pay a monthly subsidy to De Kani, the editor of 
the Tehran newspaper "Kar," on condition that the newspaper publishes 
propaganda on behalf of the Russians. 


ussian policy, ‘The War 
any persons found 
eanried ont during. the 


Hitherto he has been 











Astarabad. ’ 
16. The Russian consul at Astaral given a Turkoman agent of his 
2,000 tomans (400) in gol with instructions to travel about in the Yamut district 
and carry out pro-Russian propaganda 
17. The 0.C. Persian troops at Astarabad has received orders from Army i 
quarters, Tehran, to submit his plans to Army Headquarters for bringing the Per 
‘Parkoman tribes to heel and effecting their disarmament. 
Raids by bands of Turkkoman robbers in the Astarabad area 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant: 


e still frequent, 


‘olonel, 
Military Attaché 


Tehran, April 28, 1923. 





[E 5880/223/34} No. 145. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received June 
(No. 198, Confidential.) 


My Lord, Teliran, May 7, 1923. 


‘AS | had the honour to inform your Lordship by my telegran No. 180 of the 
and instant, T handed to De. Millspasigh on the 29th April a memorandum, copy Of 
aa eats mitted herewith, in the sense of your Lordahip’s telegram No, 87 of thy 
Henan i paving: enclosed therein « copy of the memorandum which you bad addressed 
to the United Stites Government in March 1922, at the tiny 
Rateriean, advisers for Persin was under serious consideration, in, order to 
AMaEhde of His Majesty's Government in that respect and to set: forth the eli 
British interests in Persia, In, doing this I ed to Dr. Millspough that your 
TLantshipis answer was precisely in the sense which T had led him to aut 

Dr. Millspaugh, after h 
the document in Washington before his ¢ and 
ond oe wh Plaine the print of view of His Majertys Goverment, Ts 
rad not Keep a.copy of it, but was very glad to have one thus placed atihis «sspoet - 
Nis eae ae romani was not altogether pleasing to 
i on enveloping it in 
axons aud I wanted 


gat the printed memorandum, said that he 


feparture and had thought it a remarkably 
Government. He 


Seoing, as was visible, that 
Dr Aiillapough, 1 told bim that I had purposely: refrained 
rpelliduous pliruses, as thesis were unnecessary betsteen Anglo 
eRe the sition porteetly clear to him, Moreover, he would, [felt sure, apprecia 
Tra Tully {usifed Ais Majesty's Government: wore fu taking up the attitude indicted, 
ud how mich patience they had ahown already int regard to the indebtedness to them 
aac emian Government, Dry Millspaugh coneusred in this, and sald that he wis 
ene ike the opportunity of telling me how, greatly he appreciated the attitude 
Which | had adopted towards th American eae rs since # ik He had for 
tino time been thinking of sending a report. on this r to the Am i 
ware tie ard intended to carry ont this intention by the next mall and to infor 
Mfr, Huglis that the tact, discretion and loyalty shown by Hi ntative 
iad edvaed him the liveliest satisfaction, — He teusted that report i 
The ajgrovble f mie, ance felt sure that its reeeipt in Washington would has 
Penelicial effect on Anglo-American relations: ; ‘ 
Ttuplied that I sbowd inded very muoh appresiate a roport in the sens seh 
De Milsunigh had ayggested, [bad iule that, the best verviee I gout render the 
oo eet advisors av tho outeat’ of dioir mission, of which 1 realised. the sitions 
A MATRg, wate leave thon to Gnd their own fect and to restrict’ my eammunic hs 
‘vith them to those of ordinary courtesy and strictly of T knew only 
oll thatthe Persinns, in thelr preseut temper, would iss the slightest opportunity 
to label hem as, pro-Bitish, and hat, with thet peeliar fhientality, if this label were 
ce affixed, i aht prejudice the success of the advisers. 
ea Sac maes Very necessary to point out to Dr, Millepaugh that, however 


creditable to ourselves might be the relations of mutual confidence ‘and respect uns 2 


Ea atablished bebweon His Majesty’s Legation and the Ameriean ad : 
eae ecan faite, were concerned T was unable for my part to detect Any appreciable 
Progress 1 put ib to bim frankly that, there was no real din fasticn the prevalent 
‘Anglopliobia, and that as T did that, until the wave of 
‘Anglophebia bad spent itself and the Pex mien’ had realise the neeesity 
Fee pre Tuterept of woeking closer tnd more ftiendly relations with His Majes 
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Government, there was no prospect of business bein 

Americans or Englishmen or anyone clse, The credit, of the 

Serioualy impaired, and it would need a determined est on the pers of Doan te 
it by the discharge of her obligations, Tadded that f spoko from whe 


Tsaw myself, but should of 
ryself, should of course be glad if illspaug i 
snare optimistic view of the situation based on Mig ov checienes ee me THEN 8 


Dr Millspaugh told me that he fully real 
spony mE tle fiat lly a uestion of Persia's 
h the result which was ae 
AP didnot see how am iis 
present, He did not demir to 
tho aii Bath eunpaige it fa 
considerable influei 
nowaday 
Deputies i 
no doubt a far fron blame! 
ay ee ne control which it was 
expressed the pious hope that he 
De alieeargi een 
next six months would be 
have to be 
realised, hoy 


ig done in Persia, whether by 


dividual 
int the Medjliss was 
8 his best ally 
cial matters, T 
Tego liter ono alter this opinion, 
ton sarlicr statement of his to the eflect that the 
real at er Star nea nace ey eet 
a proving if only or the pugpose of mestingoutent expedite Ho 
PL Was not going to be easy, and half hinted tha 
American money was unlikely to be fortheoming ier HACE UN a 
Ustsh urees He told nie that he was nevertl gan authority thon the 
siretioe ha ty closed to tise unoney by borrowing in onder to have the written 
Teagan his poeket, | shold not be surprise i thisinove of Dr, Milopav haw 
donb Lumpose: firstly, to raise the money required if that: prove to bo in any wa 
Roosbles ately, whould it no ble, to, give tho’ Persia Governnant 4 
cee ne depths. to wh credit abroad has sunk: and of 
Should this interpretat ants 
that T would have wished him to take « Ubleilies Ae wocMCARTSRR CRETE 
greatly impres with the anticBritish soutiment till prevailing, and deee not reeling 
{iat He sit. better position to convince the Persians of the utter flly of main Att 
eae wu fata Dr. Millspaugh is, however, evidently « cautious 
yuan, and is, 1 think, unduly impressed. with the dread of boing labelled a pro-Biitsh, 
ro be worsened in the cae of a man whi, if Tamm not mistaken, 
{nite oF many adiieable qualities, boen gifted with a foreufal charactor ancl 
Het ithout any, provous experiense of the Hast into the comipt 
gui atwospiere of Persian politicians andl Persian administrations, Tho 
rae la i on anges of Anglophobia wat ited a a bint 
that more rohit att is part was more likely to carn the respect of 
Persian and. to alvanco the suesoss of his mision thn the wow be Ah 
fall events is now fairy warned that Us, Majesty's. Government ato ot pr ra 
facilitate further money supplies waless and until the question of Pe cbtednens 
to then as been pce ou regular fat, TU nk at tls Mae stein 
e i chosen a part a ly moment for conveying this wart ad cei 
stata yet No. 139 Kt ea fhe time BEG Tata ALE Lune 
fect to bring the Persian Government r i 
ts dutos and reypsiilities to Hix Maeguceaimie cc 
1a eave His deste are being forwarded to the Government of India ad 
Majesty's High Commissioner nt Bagdad. eee 
Thave, &o 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No, 145, 


Memorandum landed to Dr. Millspaugh by Sir P, Loraine, 


SIR PERCY LORAINE duly acquaiated Mi a 
nade to hita orally by/Dr. Millenugl on tho: telh Age 
financial requirements of the Persian 


m with the observations 
16th April in regard to the future 
ernment as foreseen by Dr, Millspaugh, 
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i i red. wi i rere reached in 
| Millapaugh, in effect, had enquired whether, if agreement were read 
sane the indebtedness of the Persian Government to His Majesty's Government, it 
Was probable that money could be found in Great Britain for certain objects which he 

had in view, viz. — 
1, Funding internal indebtedness. é. = 
2. Mesting current expenditure until the budget provisions teeane operative 
3. Cortain productive expenditure, 


‘arquess Curzon, after a careful examination of Dr. Millspaugh’s proposals, has 
eueelee Perey Loraine to make it abundantly clear to Dr. Millpaugh that Tis 
Majesty’s Goverment, before entering. into further operations, must insist on. the 
Permian Government making a prior settlement in regard to their ber eau ates 
and that these must be pliced on a regular footing without further delay. When this 
Tas hoon done, Marquess Curzon will be willing to disouss the question of further 
financial assistance, as proposed, which may be required from British sources, 
ne ine is f 0 cate Millspaugh the 

Sir Perey Loraine is further requested to communicate to Dr, Millspaush th 
accompanying copy of a memorandum regarding, British i ress in Bens adrosed 
by Marquess Curzon to the United States Government in Murch, 1922 in eennession 
With the then imminent engagement of American advisers for, Persia, which will ho 
Youbt be useful to Dr. Millspaugh for his information and guidance in regan 
British point off view in the matter now under discussion: 


Tehran, April 29, 1923 





[1B 5831/4096/34) Yo. 16, 
Sir P: Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received June 9.) 


(No, 106 Confidential.) re feoneev Te: 
My Lo‘ 


(HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the telegram No, 89 of the 
1. instant by which your Lordship was so good ns to agquaint_me with fhe Suite 
Addressed to the Persian Ambassador at Constantinople by. repiy® ives ote 
Chester ” group with, respect to the prolongation into Persia of a railway 
with the lines for whieh the group in question has recently obtained 
couvession from the Angora Government, and to invite my observations theron 
Tam obliged to quality any remarks on the subject by reserva 
convsrning which my knowledge is deficient = meatet. 
1, Whethor the attitude of the " Chester” group towards British wore 1 
+ MMfriendly, for T understand thet in the past it has been 
ean * « willing to consult and, if necessary, 
Tether the Chester? group would be willing to consult. and, if n 
water th Che an amin ces oo 


e rights acq 1d by the 
Fig Majesty's Goverument have, except in the ease of the rights acquired by Ht 
nglo-Persian Oil Company in the Khostaria, concession, s 


i . enterprise in the northern provinces of 
i ‘ition to encourage new British enterp ¢ orthem: provines, of 
(Persia, where Russia tage al cies ought a sec phere of inten I the 
case ere dathern oil concession, I held the opinion, in whieh T believe Tis 
ee ees erumuet Conon, that it would be ® positive vantage fo have 9 ston 
Angrican company established in North Pe i, provide tht eintine 
rion frvendly relations with British interests, pecially he 
pesos Oil Company. Broadly speaking, my ee Coenen 
et eal and nsefol to have an American viedge in North Persia wr poet 9S 20 
ratatvand Russian interests, more particularly if British interests had Some ST 
participation in the American enterprise Such a woige Se Sate 
arcade. the economic life of Persia, conduce to her pr 4 fi 
stimulate the economye gression by her northern ueighbour without Teasing 
capacity iy on British enterprise and without adding, to the cmt, 
Prey Mbilities of His Majesty’s Government. It would, moreover, * nytt TOT 
fea to ‘a mutual sympathy between American and British interests : 
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would exercise a strengthening and purifying influence on Persia both economically 
and politically. Itmight he objected that a sfailar experiment in former dave, ies 
German enterprise was called in as a bufier between Russian and British interests 
in Turkey, had the most unfortunate results, It is, however, hardly possible to put 
the bwo cases on all fours, as it is barely conceivable that in any circumstances the 
United States of America would have a political axe to grind in Persia, or seek to 
establish a dominant political influence over Persia, as did Germany over the former 
‘Ottoman Empire. i 

‘The hypothesis that the United States of America might 
position in Persia at the expense 
dismissed 


i acquire a preponderant 
of both Russia and Great Britain may therefore be 


sty’s Government do not apprehend in the ease of the Anatolian 
ys an understanding lwtwveen the * Chester group ‘and Soviet Russia of 
character inimical to British interests, there would not appear to be any grounds for 
an apprehension of the same sort as regards an American-Russian association in 
Persia. Tt is not necessary, of cou on the thoroughly dangerous character 
which any such association would present, \ 

The more likely supposition, therefore, is that American intere 
more or less identified with British interests in a sense opposed to any accretion of 
Russian influence in North Persia, and this is the more probable if the ‘* Chester 

ways come to a working understanding with those of Irak and Palestine, 

which, it must be presumed, they will inevitably be linked, At all events, an 
American ri fem in North-West Persia could not be more dangerous than a 

nnd ought to be infinitely preferable. The most dangerous. 
built railway: from Tabriz, through Kazyin, ‘Tehran and 
‘The prospect of such a line inly remote in. present 
ciroumstances, but, if an important stretch of the line were alreidy undor Aunerican 
management, its fulfilment might conveniently be relegated to the Greek Kalends, or 
their Sovietio equivalent, 

Ideally, and 1 hope practically, a community of interest between British and 
American enterprise ought to be capable of establishment by an exchange of partici 
pation in the western and north-western railway systems, but I should like to 
postulate the acceptance by the Americans of the west-east axis of trunk lines for 
the reasons set forth in my'desp: 
should be'on much stronge 


S would become 


econor 

From the point of view of trade, a railway connecting Prebizond with North: 
West Persia would be distinctly advantageous to Bri as it, would 
nable British manufactures to penetrate into Northern Persia much more easily and 

apidly than has ever been p tho past, hy following a trade route with whi 
British commerce is perfectly familiar and along which British trade is. already 
beginning again to flow, ‘This is on the assumption that there will by no differential 
f merchandise, wresult: which ought to be a foregone conclusion in the ease 
ilway managed by the citizens of a country which attaches such supreme 
importance to the policy of the “ open door.” 
All things cousidered, I am therefore of opinion that the proposed: railway 
would not be dissdvantageous, subject to certam safeguards, If and when the 
group sends representatives to Tehran to seek a concession, the attitude 
ian Legation will offer a pretty clear indication. Tf the Russians support 
Or acquiesce in the grant of a concession, I should he very. suspi they oppose 
it, we may take it for granted that British interests are not very seriously threatened 
if they opposed it successfully, T think we could view the eventuality withcomparative 


ies of this despatch are being forwarded to the Government of India and te 
His Majesty’s High Commissioner at Bagdad, 
Thave, &c, 
PERCY LORAINE 
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[IE 5820/1416/34) No. 147. 


‘Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 5.) 
(No. 178.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

‘YOUR telogeam No, 108. 

My own aiixiety now considerably dimiuished since interview reported in my 
telegram No. 169, Te is assurances which accompany troops ind not vice vered. 

Attitude of Minister of War may best be described as follows 





3, 


Tehran, June 4,1 











“You would prefer my not sending troops to Arabistan. I understand and 
ppreate your reagons and T do not want any quarrel between un indeed {very 
mich want to be friends, But Ido really feel it necessary, and if 1 cannot send 
Government troops there as elsewhere in Persia I ain stultified, for I could not 

ruise capitulation to your Can we not reconcile our two points of view ? 
Tam now quite clear about yours: you apprehend any change in present situation 
down there which would endanger your interests, aud you do not want Sheikh of 
Mobammerah upset. Ido not wish to threaten or collide with your intorests, and 
have nothing against sheikh, I am ready to xive y ‘issuances on these 
riiteneati bbe now you will not object to my sending small repre ive force, 
Please trust me; Lam sure you will not regret it. After that [hope we shall draw 
Closer together, becnuse our main interests are really identic,” 














































beneficial to us that I think we should give iim this 1 
wwe are in sight of a genoral understanding, aud an end to the miserable state of aflairs 
of lust two years, 

T have also had a long conversation with K 
favour of rapprochement with us, and think: 
evolution of opinion here, 

(Seut to India.) 





ywam-es-Sultanel, and even he is in 
is now practicable owing to gradual 















[iE 6718/77/34) No. 148 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 
(No. 118.) : : 
(Tolographie.) _ Foreign Oifice, June 8, 1928 
‘OUR telegram No. 165 of Ist June: Cabinet crisis. 

T think the attitude we have now for some tine consistently adopted of s 
complete disintorestedness in Persian Cabinet-making is sound policy, and 
considerations render action hy you imperative, of which I am 
hotter that you should abstain from making any suguestions 












jowing 
local 
it would be 

















(E 8731/77/34) No. 149. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran) 


(No. 116.) 
(Telegraphic) ‘ 
‘OUR telegram S 
General result, of 





Foreign Ofiee, June 3, 19 

169 of Ist June: Ministerof War and Sheikh of Mohammerab, 
interview appears eminently satisfactory, and T agree to 
auggestion that conmittes of Persian Ministers shall discuss matters with you, 

NAsstrances of Minister of War, however, even if in writing, would have been 
more weltome if countersigned by @ Prime Minister whose position was less unstable 
than that of Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek. < = 

T think, therefore, that in any case we should insist, ass sine qué non to the 
meeting, on provious written undertaking being given by Reza Khan in sense proposed, 
nd on that wlocument being countersigaed by Prime Minister, or, if this be for local 
easous impossible, on a similar document being sigued by the Prime Minister. 

Do you see any serious objection ? 




















[E 5754/4820/34] 





The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
No. 117.) 
{siege hic.) 
BLIGHT of aeroplane to Tehran, 
Bagdad can send two small acroplanes after 20th June provided aerodrome 
arrangements at Tehran are satistict You may arrange details direct with: 
Sir John Salmond after informing Persian Government in sense suggested in final 
paragraph of your telegram No. 151 of 18th May. 





Foreign Ofice, June 6, 1923, 











PE 5943/77/34) No. 151 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 7.) 


(No. 175, Confidential.) 
(eegraphic 


Tehran, June 6, 1923. 
TY HAVE had long con: 


ri rsation with Prime Minister and two leaders of Democrat, 

party in Majlis. Here, again, atmosphere seems favourable to rapprochement, and m; 

attempt to dispel extraordinary misapprehusions which have prevailed of Inte 

regard to policy of His Majesty’s Government. has heen listened to with interest and 

respect. ‘The tivo Deputies brought up a nnmber of Persian uriovances avising out of 

war conditions, which I treated as belug irrelevant to presont Tn the 

ot down to business, Tasked them to inake up their minds whether it was in 

On Uettet terms with; Groat. Britain, then they must, 

elves and count on my assistance in removing. inigunderstandings 

and paving the way for better relations, If no, it made no difference to us, and we 

should carry on as at present ina rather unpleasint, stupid and regrettable existence. 

They sid the answer was yes ; they could support Government in tr 

nutstan «task, if te 



























































0.) 
qual 
Government would settle one or to of” our 
Government. 
any, arrang 














r ed between Persian Government and inyself, 1 suid that as 
nothing un would be deman us I had no fear of this, but merely asked 
that any criticisin should be made in friendly way. Should there be anything which 
they did not understand a reference should first be made to me for explanitions, ‘Chey 
gry 














Prime Minister expressed hinself bluntly in 
us on the ground of Persia’s permanent interests, 
It would strengthen my hand considerably in forthcoming dit 


favour of friendly und with 












sions if His 








Majesty's Government would now decide to wake unnouncement respecting withdrawal 
of troops from the Gulf ports ax suggested iu Government of India’s telegrain No, 5808., 





and if your Lordsiip authorised me to inform Porsian Govern 
moment when T judge best effect would be produced. 
(Sent to India.) 





went aveordinuly at the 





[IE 5245/5245/34) No. 152 

The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tahran\ 
(No. 241.) 
Sir, Roreign Ufc 








I HAVE received your despatch No. 166 of the 2ist. April last relative to the 
liability of Britisl: subjects to pay munieipal taxes in, Persia, a point which has been 
taken up collectively by the diplomatic representatives of the Powers who enjoy 
capitulatory privileges ini Persia 
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2, The position was stated very clearly by Sir Charles Marling in his despatch 
No. 27 ofthe 242h January, 1917. The attinde wlopted by His Majesty's Government 
at that time was to resist the taxati sh subjects, though they were prepared 
to oonsider the matter if some adi reforms were introduced, when each 
proposed tax would be carefully examined on its merits, though eertain excise duties 
were actually paid by foreigners at tat time. 

3, The whole question is, as stated in your despatch, in a somewhat confused state, 
and it is therefore difficult to furnish you with precise general instructions or to 
down any hard and fast rules, If the American advisers now employed by the Pe 
Government suecend in’ restoring « measure of stability in the Persian finan 
administration, and if there is any element of permanency in their work, His Ma 
Government might examine in a sympathetic spirit any proposals which the Persian 
Joverument may have to make, 

‘Tho general josition may therefore be recapitulated in the sentence which 
occurs in Sir Charles Marling’s above-mentioned despatch as follow 

















































“Not only the fiscal system, but also the military forces needed for enforcement 
of internal order, must bo reformed, and some authoritative tribunal established to 
with questions: aflecting foreign subjects before the general principle that 









in be given full 
of application 


should contribute 
clfeet in practice, although, of course, son 
‘at aun earlier stage than others.” 


rxponses of the State 
faxes may be susee 













Tam, 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 





[E 6022/77/34) 





Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receired June 9.) 





No. 180, Confidential.) 
{Shea phic.) Tehran, June 8, 19: 
FOUR, telegram No, 115, 
My iden was to suggest to 
accepting any responsibility, It is in any case wine 
moved a goorl deal, Z = ee 
Taterview reporte iu my telygram No, 175 evidently produced masked impression 
‘on Democratic Iouders. ator have admitted to a neutral P inister, 
Mohasib-ul-Mamalok, who has since kept ine informed of developments, that they hay 
made two mistal 






y out of their own deadlock without 
ssiry now, for situation has 


jams a wi 





















1; Failure to strengthen Cabinet by admission of capable Minister not of their 
party. 
2, Leaning’ towards Russi 





rather than towards British Lagatio 








‘They are now «willing to accept any cooperation except tha wt 

Prime Minister has offered to form coalition nit under his own presideney 
ith Kavam-es-Sultatich, but latter refused, Negotiations now proceeding for complete 
feconstruction of Cubinet, with a view: to capable administration and rapprochement 
Tntermediaty:is Mohasib, who has sought m ally and. persd 
































t judges. 1 did, however, exclude 


1919 agreement. 
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[E 6019/1416/34] No. 154, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 9.) 


(No. 1 


(Telegraphic.) 
ROLLOW IN 





from consul at Ahwaz: RES RUOS NEY 













pressed your views, very strongly returns invariably 
Hs says ho will withdraw his objeations only. 

s backed by written guarantee from His 

to 200 and not 








“ He puts no fiith Persian promises, oral or writer 
present Nis SESE Non atoSNIA Ne accel 
He has learnt this by bitter experience, 





nd says that even if 
cond he enucellad hy their successors, 








Thave replied as follows :— 
“(Addressed to Ahwaz, No, 44; 
No. 183.) 
“Your telegram No. 4 
“Ido not think shei 


nt to Bu 





No, 8; and Foreign Oice, 





h is reasonable. He must surely n 
guarantee of all for hii is restoration of friendly relations between B 
Great Britain. But I will take his points singly to show how: ne 
Hevasks first. that 1 shonld guaraitee action of Persian Government antl 
ion in all cireunsta “troops is obviously absurd, 
are to Ruants interference by troops vot under 
British orders, Is this really a serious Touest tT ain unable to understand what 
urther or better assurance respecting British attitude he ean need thin Sit 
P, Cox's letter of 21st November, 191 , 
vbody can have his own opinion of the value of Persia 
but if their own assurances are not binding on thousel ves, 
ly to be, Moreover, if assurances ary cows 
in force, and could not be cancelled. 90 





© that best 








































of a third. part 
municated to ie in wri 
theartedly by su 











to the aad coms e which 1 know sheikh possesses, 
8, and te im that Secretary of State for Foreign Affair 
nous ofered stistictory if ondorsed by Prime Mivisiog’ os 





(Sent to India), 





[B 5823/71/34] No. 155. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 


(No, 120.) 








jn Office, June 10, 192%. 





28th April: Pe 
fention of American Financial’ Adviser to Reva Khan’ 
eat et ee ean ve nt ate 
to Persian resourees, aud asks fim whother he! considers them eompatiblo with any 
scheme he may have in mind for setting Persian finance in order generally. = 
































To oo 





SS Sy 
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No. 156. 










[E 5755/826/34) 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


(No. 121.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, June 10, 1923. 

YOUR telegram No. 54 of 22nd February : Customs tant) 

His Majesty's Government cannot countenance any continuation of differential 
renENGh a careal tam desrotifandicomktie eacthiaadlisaisy ioceeton le 
maintenance of the 1920 tariff on all frontiers. If Persia continues to accord Russian 
northern imports the advantage of the lower tariff of 1903, His Majesty's Government 

reserve the right, should they at any time so wish, to claim for British goods 
entering Persin by any frontier the same coicession, temporary or other, which may be 
‘Accorded to zoos of the same kind entering Persia by the northern frontier, 







































[E 6078/71/34) No. 157. 
Report by the British Military Attaché at Tehran on an Interview with Resa Khan, the 

War Minister, on April 29, 1923—(Enelosure in Sir P, Loraine's Despatch 

No, 197 of May 8.—Received June 11.) 

(Gecret.) 

BEING my first 
visit to Bagdad, T de. 
Rowanduz area, aud 
‘Marks had votre 
Took ont for any 
general off 
should they do so, 
, L then told him of the location of Sheikh Mahmoud, und of the probability that 

or or later flee gross the border into Persian territory, 

Khan promised to watch for this and to deal with hia shonld he be able to round 

up, as he regar Sheikh Mahmoud as a source of trouble amonyst the tribes on 

this side of the borde 

) 8,1 told the Wi iter that 1 bad passed a column of Pe 
about 800 strong between Hamadan and Kermanshab, and had since \ 
column had reached Kermanshah, ‘That, as varios rumours were 
to the objective of this column namely to march to Arabistan, to operate 
Bakhtiaris, to oppose the Sinjabis—T should like him to tell me what the 
is, He replied that the column had gone to Kermanshal to operste 
Tah elie a7asi Houle tkouble 18 the, Diuaurud-Rowunate on 
Kermanshah), and for uo other purpose. ‘That. the rumour that this e 
to move from Kermanshah into Arabistan is entirely without foundation, 

4, T then said to the War Minister that I was sorry to hear on my return that the 

| Bakhtiari question iad not yet been amicably settled, and asked him to tell me frankly 
how the matter stands, Hé replied that the Bakhtiaris had not yet complied with his 
demunds, namely, the payment of a sum of money in compensation for the losses suffered 
last_year by his troops at Shalil, and the handing over of certain arms and. munitions 
received by the tribe in the pust from the Central Government. He stated that hi 

\ Rieter iaboltG nas (Hoya it they have had a considerable 



















erview with Reza Khan since my return from paying a liaison 
ribed to him briefly the situation as regards the Turks in the 
n that the Trak forces had entered Rowanduz, and that the 
northwards, He told me that he had warned his frontier posts to 
irks attempting to enter Persian territory, and had given the 
‘Tabriz division full instructions 4s to how to deal with them 





























jan troops 
rnt that the 















objective 
st Serdar 
(north-west 

nn is about 




































this tribe to defy him, and that failure. on their part to comply with the terms meant 
rocourns to arin and the woting out of ealutory punishient. He added that he evuld 
tot help feeling that hitherto the Bakhtiaris had received w certain amount of support 
from the British Legation, and that this support had stiffened their unconcliutory 
attitude, ie ih 

He asked me to request His Majesty's Minister to inform the Bakhtiari Khans 
that he is determined to commence active operations against the Bakbtiaris should the 
terns not be complied with, That, should they be unable to pay at once the whole 
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sum demanded, he is wi 
by instalments 


Tasked him, in the event of operati f 
ie event OF operations, what degree of 1 

from the Bakhtiaris, and whether he anticipated any diffuléy ia ly 

to'a successful conclusion, He replied that though che Leki 


illing to take a portion now, 





il to be given the remainder later 








tance he expected 
nging the operations 











up t 10,000 icregulars into. the field, he had great conteroe he tone ae ea 
capabilities, and considered one Shahsavan to be eqiil to toa Becht one Ties 





il to a | is. His troops 
and, in his opinion, they would have 4o 





had dealt successfully with the Shahsa 
difficulty in defeating the Bakhtiaris, 


would Res bi te iE cet einbreesients to Tfahan, whieh, presumably. 
i jo Tolratretces: He replied that he had completed his plans, aud 
reinforcements jn Tehran had been war Hollohl hemeeleeataagioes ty is the 
> units hac ved the order to march. He still hoped that the Bakhtiaris would 
us he did not wish to fight unless forced to di 
wig bonrng nell he replied thit the Kashgais, 
ubgilusand the Cheharlang tribe are in close touch 
ut any instructions he may give: ‘ine east 
ia Hoeven, acento iy of thes tubes, but desived to 
with regular desciplined troops alone, vx he knew well thay auch 
fall women and bid Silke gent pe Pp ean OS 
whioh petted out to the War Minister that, apart from tho. politica! eonsiderations, 
which were not iu tay province to disouss, it seemed a thousintl pitive to omlurl ong 
Free ofc war which would cost viliablo lives and meh, money, tho lives being 
sien aman ebiet that 1 fl sao 8 peceefil solutions could be found. I 
asked aun to consider earnestly whether res ilts he hoped to at ‘tied the e¢ 
te le tho rik of disturbances spreading to other parts of Southere fy et replied 
iat i had considered the mater point of viewand had no otheralternative, 
ana ate had no fear es spreading to other areas, ‘ 
m told hin ard that a detachment of troops had been sent b 
Ge eummaning Ith. division to Kunis mn Tafa Hi a 
th hnient was operating against a large band of robbers und. riflkall in thy 
Margin area (south-west of Kunisheh), who Hero. threatening te lafhear shine 
(fe had also had rec Bakhtiaris are encouraging theso robbers 
and ae the Bakhtiar the ined Tushar tn the Malar arog 
(73 mile, wesc his iuformation trom others soureas also stated 
iat the Bakhi preparing armed resistance, but he was tunable to qive y 
details aa to the strengths and lovation, nse PO tee 
Mintiter then said he was vory pleased with the satisfactory 
i tribes had been disarmed, and stated that he 
Filles from them, I expressed great 
said that it was quite eotrvet, but he desired me tis keep the fact a sea 
Bhat it d b ts Keep the fuet a seoret, 
ened ines im whether the Rissians were giving hin any. trouble, and ho replied 
hey seemed to be devoting their attentions to election propusunda 
fot quite capable of dealing with thig 2 SsSHO" Propane, but thut ho 
He added that the Cabinet is shaky and that he did not ex 
8.1 described stiortly to the War Miniator the statw of the 
and pointed out that: the section Kermanabiah 
tio work being done 
a large expendi 
would turn their attentions to 
9, Reza Khan 
speak frank 
regards 











comply with the terma 



























ry out the 
i ies would 
en launched into the attac 





operatioy 
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to bring the Bakhtiaris absolutely to heel, more than 
ature of the terms the compliance:of which he has demanded, ere C8 


4M. SAUNDERS, Liewtonant-Colonel, 








Tehran, April 29, 1 
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[IE 6049/28/84) No. 158. 
The Tmperial Bank of Persia to Roreign Ofiee.—(Received June 11.) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, June 9, 1923, 
IN continuation of our letter of the Sth instant, we wish to inform you that we 
have| to-day received a, telegram from our chief office in Tebran, dated yesterday 
stating that tho British Minister haa ‘asked them to wait for a few days before making 
the advance of 1,500,000 tomans against royalties, as he is in the midst of certain 
negotiations with the Persian Government. 
We may say that we have telegraphed to our chief office, in reply, that in the 
meantime we approve of the postponement of the advance in question 
We have, &e. 
E, M, ELDRID, Sub-Manager. 





[iB 6019/1416/34) 


Dho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran) 
(No, 122) 
(elegeaphic.) Foreign Ofjico, June 12, 1 
OUR telegram No. 182 of 8th June Moharimerah, 
What action have you been able to take on my telegrams No. 108 of 29th May 
and No, 116 of Sth June regutding: assurances to sheikh and to His Majesty's 
Government. 





[EB 6011/293/84) No. 160. 


Tho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No. 128) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, June 12, 

YOUR ta : finan 
contimation of action based on tl v's Government ought, by 
encouraging the grant of loans to. successiv noits, to help them to 
cuorone Avancialdifculties in which their own recklessness and corrupt extravagance 
is continually landing them. ‘The assnta it Porsian Government will 
thus be produced willing to adopt policy of real friendliness to our country has 
invnsiubly beon falsified. 

T roaliso prosont request issupported by American Rinancial Adviser, who, however, 
has shown no sign.of having any definite plin of setting Persian finances in order. On 
the contrary, he appears to be merely asking for money without any real assurance that 
Boe oT cith definitely help establishment of proper financial r6gimo or promote 
British’ interests, nud in the ineuntime he seems powerless to prevent inordinate 
expendituce on excessive armaments, My hesitation is not diminished on learning thit 
Youn is to be repaid ont of proceeds of the 2,000,000, Americau loan which is perpetually 
talked of but never materialises, 

Tfaot that proposed advance will bo made by Imperial Bank of Persia and not by 
His Majesty's Government cannot absolve His Majesty's Government of some 
responsibility if they approve transaction. 

{tis hoed to beliove that a repentant and friendly Persia has finally appeared on 
the scene, To mo she seems only to. repent when she is a mendicant, and to be only 
irendly by word of mouth: ‘This opinion is based on vxperience of the last two years 
Tam Toatih to wgres that Fis Majesty's Goverment should always shower the: favours 
while Reza Khan alone obtains the support aud the cash. 

“While the above views may appear discouraging to you in your relations with the 
‘Amenean Financial Adviser, 1 shall be glad if you will bear them in mind when 
fevousiaering the whole matter in consultation with the Imperial Bank of Persia, and 
vill then telegraph your views, 
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No. 160. 

The Marg i i 
oe @ Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Wehran), 
(Telegraphio.) “orei 
zi 2 Foreign Ofico, June 12, 192: 
egraphion. ee _ Moreign Office, June 12, 1923, 
atte legram No. 175 of Gth June: British troops in South Porsin, last 


‘There are two possibilities when opportune moment arrives :— 
1, Withdrawal of troops from Bushire only. 


2. From the other ports too—a 
18 to0—a very great concession for which wo ougl 
obtain a substantial quid pro qo. EEE SOE 


My view is that this supreme concession on our part should only bo mado in 


return for an all-round settlement favourable to our desires. (Otherwise the 


sede ot te toon edt therely te in order to create an atmosphere—that 
st oe ns. In these cireut es il 15] 
most decptte of politcal Stina In thea cceumstancs I wil suspend decision 


(Repeated to India.) 





/10708) 











201 
{Ez 6156/1416 /34] No. 161. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 14) 
(No. 187.) _ 
ene hic.) Tehran, June 13, 1923. 
FOLLOWING from consul at Ahwaz :— 
“My telegram No. 45. 


‘In response to pressure from Resident and myself, sheikh has given me 
following message for you :— 


‘**T will not presume so far as to dictate terms to His Majesty's Government, 
T was asked to state my objections, and I have done so, If, notwithstandin you 
are satisfied as to bona fides of Minister of War, and if you feel wider political 
considerations demand that I should give way, I am ready to do so. 

“*But if later on events turn out as I anticipate, I look confidently to His 
Majesty's Government to redeem pledge given by British Government in 1914 and 
& Support me against forms of encroachment mentioned in Ahwaz telegram 

fo, 27.” 


“T thinks telegram from Prime Minister in the sense suggested by Minister of 
War in your telegram No. 40 would be most useful. 
‘(Addressed to Tehran, No. 47, and Bushire, No. 50.)” 


(Sent to India, sent by bag to Bagdad.) 





[E 6169/1416 /34) No. 162. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 14.) 


(No, 188.) 
eles phi Tehran, June 13, 19 
! : 


preceding telegram, 
‘ime Minister had undertaken to speak 
fy himself definitely that presence of contemplated 
detachment in Arabistan would not disturb status quo or react against sheikh, and that 
he could therefore telegraph assurances to sheikh on bebalf of Persian Government 
with/a clear conscience and conviction that they would not be belied. He would also 
urge Minister of War to giv vritten assurances that latter had promised, 
Prime Minister had morcover agreod, as soon as he had despatched telogram of 
noes to sheikh, to communicate to me a copy thereof, I considered this would 
effectively meet desideratum in paragraph 3 of your telegram No. 116, and for internal 
reasons it was more convenient for Prime Minister than a Separate assurance, 
T fear that no more can be done until new Government is formed. 
(Sent to India; sent by bag to Bagdad.) 





[/B 6192/826/34) No. 163, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received June 14.) 


(No. 189.) 
(Delographic.) Tehran, June 14, 1923. 
Your telegram No, 121. 
(Most Secret.) Kees 
Persian Government, before it fell, had enquired whether His Majesty's Govern- 
ment could possibly be induced to acquiesce in present tariff arrangements during period 
of present negotiations here with Russia, say, three months. I said that if request 
were mado in form of an appeal to His Majesty's Government's friendly indulgence and 
accompanied by an official instruction to Director-General of Customs to communicate 
to me Persian draft of new tariff’ and to keep me informed regularly, of course, of 
negotiations with Russians, T thought you might consent not to press question for the 
time being, ‘They had undertaken to act in accordance with my suggestion, 
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I may now have to await formation of new Government, but will see whether 
anything can be done meanwhile _ 3 " ale 
Direstor General of Customs informs mo that Persian draft is merely revision of 
1920 tariff based on experience acquired of its operation since applic . 
Tato Persian Government entirely recognised justice and equity of our attitude as 
regards tariff question. 

















[1B 6206/28/34) No. 164, 
‘Phe Imperial Bank of Persia to Poreign Ofice—{ Ret 


Sir, 25, Abehureh Lane, London, June 14, 1928 

"WITH reference to our letters of the 5th and 9th June, on the subject o 

advance to the Persian Government of 1,500,000 tomans, we nov forward, for 

information, translation of tolegram vo have despatch! to our chet ffce in Te 
We are, &e. 

(For the Imperial Bank of Pe 

SYDNEY ROG! 


vived June 16.) 





















ERS, Manager. 


Gopy of Telegram sent to Chief Manager, Teliran, dated London, June 13, 1928. 


RB our telegram of 9th. pee 
We ftainunoatad with Foreign Office on the 9th, but have no reply. EN you 
made advance 1,500,000 tomans? It not, we regard it as undesirable embarrass 


Millspough, who is doubtless conducting negotiations re British claims, by withholding 
advance tunduly, and so cause renewal suspicions that bank 


is interested in achievement 
political aims. Consult Britisl Minister. 

















[IE 6266/228/94) No. 165. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 17.) 
(No, 194.) 













(Dero) P Tehran, Juno 16, 1 
‘OUR w 
Alter th re matter over in all its uspects and consulting bank manager, I am 








firmly of opinion that wisest course is to anthorise this advatice. 


Bank's view is that— . 

1. TF advance bo refused it will expose itself to acousation of not fulfiling dui 
‘of State bank to advance money on reasonable security: and of ser 
political purposes. ek es 

2 Without advaues “Amotlean advisor cannot meet current expenditure, which 
eas failute of their mission und their probable departure home. 

$. Boned in London is anxious to make this advance, but it will be the 
‘considerable time, as they are not prepared to lock up any more 














st one for 
pital. 








jnformati oe seen stb wall 
Tagreo as regards 1. My own information confirms 2, As regards 3, bauk wil 
ineur res} oneibily for matiblieg a further advance, aud Americans ae realia ‘then 
tht His Majesty’s Government have not intervened ven on legitimate political sro 
in such a manner as to jeopardise success of their mission, i pea 
‘ny my mind question of present advance is far Toss one, of helpi Persian 
Government out then of seoing American ndvisere through, It is « criti ing or 
thom, Forecast in, my despatch No, 268 of 1922 is proving pretty accurate, Shal 
and Court are displeased with them for non-payment of arrears of claim; they have 
numerous enemies ouving to reduction of departmental expenditure and stalls. they 
tannobalford to breaks with Rez. Khan because revenues cannot bo collected without 
his holp, and without revenue vo financial eailibrium can be established. | They admit 
their dependence on Reza Khan and necessity of paying his fixed monthly budge 


regularly. 











































Dr. Millspaugh’s plan, as 1 understand it, is quite simple. He believes that if 
Teyenties are collected Persia can pay her way and her debts; at present she can do 
neither; it is therefore question of tiding over interval until she becomes solvent. AS 
regards our claims, he wishes to. profit by closure of Majlis a few days hence to sock 
definite agreement, which would be put before new Parliament for confirmation, ‘This 
is indeed the only reasonable course in the cireumstances. What is quite clear, to wy 
mind, is that unless Persian finances are put on a proper footing there will never be 
enough money to pay off extensive British claims and to carry-on administration of 


country, As things are now we should have t» grant a monitorium, even if Persia 
recognised all our claims ti 











nforee our claims, however legitinate, 
Persian Government. and American advisors 
n by His 
dit in the 
















Your Lordship will thus ui 
telegrar 
con 





own 
aband 







The e 
hock will damage it, I 
certain section of public op 
have been far greater obstacles: than E 
and not hostility. I hope 
opinion and Firuz Iam tiow 
lately established contact, 

Loan of 2,000,001. is, of course, in connection with northern oil concession, I 
see no likelihood of its maturing at present, 

‘wo despatches (Nos. 221 and 285) which aro on the way will, I think, make 
peculiar situation liere clearer to your Lordship. 





is mesting Rossin propagandie und 
ly manufactured by Nosret-ed-Dowlehy, which 

ian Government itself, whose sin is timidity, 
shall be vid of first two for n time at least. Public 
ving to attack through popular leadors, with whom T have 
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Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Juno 19.) 
(No, 200, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Lehran, May 10, 192 
THE telegrams which | have had the honour to address to your Lordship during 
the last six weeks in regard to the question at issue between the Bakhtiari Khans 
and the Minister for War will have kept your Lordship informed in regard to the 
difficult and disquieting situation which has arisen in this connection. It may, 
however, be useful for piinposes of record to take up the thread of the story since the 
date of my despatch No. 682, Confidential, of the 21st September last; but belore 
proceeding further, 1 beg leave to recall to your Lordship’s notice the following 
passage in that despatch which, in the light of subsequent events and knowledge is 
especially significant -— 

















.. « « Las myself inclined to suspedt that the Bakhtiari Khans might 
have had a hand in instigating the attack, having in mind the allusion mado to 
the possible use of force by Sameam-es-Sultanch in their interview with mo, the 
gist of which was zene ed in my telegram No. 280 of the 22nd July. Your 
Hordahipy will remaciler (iat 1. promptly. depropated thei suggestion ad that, 
fas you were informed by my telegram No. 200 of the 9th August, I took speciat 
steps to assure myself that my ineaning had not by chance been in any wi 
misconstrued by the khans, a matter on which they set my mind immediately at 
ease. At the same time I made it perfectly plain to them that, we could accept 
no responsibility in the matter, and in this they fully concurred,” 




















In the early part of September the khans were still uneasy in regard to the 
attitude of Sardar Sepah towards themselves, and especially so because some Persian 
[1o708} 2n2 
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troops had proceeded to the Burburud district, and, according to their reports, there 
Was a risk of collision with the tribesmen on account of the high-handed action of 
the troops; moreover, the intentions of Sardar Sepah were not clear, and he evidently 
did not regard the Shalil incident as liquidated, Sardar Jang, on behalf of the 
Khans, undertook negotiations with the Persian Government and with Sardar Sepah 
on these two points, with the result that he was entrusted with a mission to investigate 
the Shalil incident in company with a representative of the Ministry for War, and 
was informed that suitable instructions would be issued in regard to the military 
action at Burburud, A copy of the communication addressed by the Prime Minister, 
Kawam-es-Sultaneh, to Sardar Jang on these points is enclosed herein.* Sarda 
Jang had consulted me in regard to his acceptance of the mission of enquiry, and I 
had expressed my entire approval, ‘This methiod seemed to me to offer the best 
prospect of reaching a settlement and a reconciliation, ar di 
Fesponse to his enquiry, not to reject. the co-operation of a military officer, but, on 
the other hand, to work cordially with him in order to secure a joint report which 
ould exonerate the khans and lead to a termination of the incident. It is necessary 
to add that the action of the military authorities at Burburud was not, without its 
counterpart on the side of the Bakhtiari, On the 19th September His Majesty's 
consul-general at Ispahan informed me that two minor Ikhans with a force of 
Bakhtiari had attacked Choghurt, i village in the Fereidan district, and destrc 
it, this village being in Ispaban territory and containing Government stores, 
Mr, Crow feared that the Bakhtiari were thus inviting trouble and had urged the 
khang, through Sardar Ashjaa, then Governor-General of {spahan, to withdraw their 
T approved Mr. Crow's action, and warned Sardar Jang here of the 
lom of these conflicts, On the following day T heard that Sardar Ashjan had 
received a. telegram from Samsim-es-Sultanch and Sardar Jang telling him that the 
Persian Governme J him to resign and urging him to do so, and trom 
confidential sources T was wyare that Sardar Sepah and previously warned Sardar 
‘Ashjaa that he was believed to be working against the Gov ardar Ashjaa’s 
health at this. time was so bad that he would have been compelled to abandon his 
Governorship in any case, and in the circumstances he offered his resignation, which 
was accepted, He was replaced later on by Amir Tghtidar, one ot Sardar Sepah’s 
henckimen, who had been Military Governor of ‘Tehran during the preceding vear 
Sirdar Jang left for Ispahin on the 20th September, ‘The Ukhani and beget. 
on the 18th September, had sent mie, through Mr, Fitzpatrick, who was then i 
Bakhtiari, a message assuring me of their loyalty to the Persian Government and of 
their willingness to be on friendly terms with the Minister for War, in accordance 
With tho counsel which I had given them, ‘They reiterated their apprehensions in 
regard to the intentions of Sardar Sepah, and suggested that 1. should obi 
definite written promise from the Persian Government that no hostile action against 
them was contemplated. I did not consider this a suitable way of proceedings to 
begin with, [donot think that Sardar Sepah would have gi y written assurance 
to me which ke would not have given to the khans themselves; also 1 preferred 
keep my attitude of neutrality, which w request for such an assurance would have 
prejudiced; thirdly, the refusal of a request to that effect would have created an 
ee eeaalGHiianohy taueiilg ntwaNalrean Frrauoaseaats 
question by a commission of enquiry. T'therefore replied on the 25th Septembe 
through Mr, Fitzpatrick, thanking the khans for their friendly message, and addin 
that Fwas ever mindful of their interests; I informed them of the departure on the 
following day of Sardar dai on and of its purpose, and said that he would 
explain to them my. views, which he entirely shared. 1 reminded the khans of the 
importance of not giving Reza Khan any pretext for picking a quarrel with them, 
‘and thought that if Sardar Jang's mission were successful all apprehensions on that 
Score should he removed. T further expressed the opinion that, subject to the 
Of the discussions which would take place between Sardar Jang and the local khans, 
it would be advisable, when Sardar Jang returned to Tehran, for the Bakhtiari to 
Seok a definite agreement with the Persian Government defining the areas within 
which they and the Central Government were respectively responsible for the 
maintenance of order, so that all possible sources of misunderstanding or friction 
might be removed, 
Sardar dang, on his arrival at Ispahan, sent me a message to say that he was 
awaiting the definite instructions of the Minister for War and the appointment of 
jis Excellency’s representative, that if a settlement of the Shalil incident on its merits 


© Not printed 


Was all that was requir 
oe at eae oe hie thought that could be managed, but that if Sardar 
spa intended to use the incident asa pretext for invasion and for stirring up the 
lhely ta ete of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, the Kashqai chieftain, his mission. was 
Tut How ceeds, hcse apprehensions were evidently based on a comparatively 
hee aris outhwards from Tehran, but neither Mr. Crow nor I had any 
Wars 1 thereto rening uuautions at that moment on the part of the Minister fo 
Sitlea Auitenetore replied to Sardar Jang on the th October that as it was then 
{he Shah was returning to Persia and would travel by Bushive, Shiraz 
ent agcuied to me very unlikely that the Bakhtiari coud bo attieked at 
Minton tae yy tt te inerease of troops was no doubt due to the intention of the 
2e and Oe eae he row with troops throughout for Tis Majesty's 
Pee famed Stxdae Sepa intended to visit Ispalian and Shiraz himself, which 
Ruan Tames ta the best opportunity for the Bakhtiari to come to terms 
Mh Ocaber be egy same time T made representations to Sardar Sepuh on. the 
cba leaves tS cInVERTIBAT IGS Peayiign ae Boal areata Hh a quite content 
Sel aa Jang’s hands hat he had appointed 
Stative to accompany hin, and had no intention of attack ae 
thing possible te alte tie ae eeee Saeelan Sepah myself and urged him to do ever 
ai a aye he suspicions and restiveness which were apparent among the 
Fakhuari | His Excellency said that he had great hopes thatthe mission of Si 
ined wont pompletely successful in ashich case he had no intention of taking an 
ined! action; he bad no thought of attacking the Bakhtiar, and was even sending 
Niafocte hocemfepting messige, On his way down to the south to moet His Imperial 
dia elias vorerda ies sere zens nd see bi nud they woul han 
“outside” i 
Sarduh 


windy attitude towards the Bakhtiari Ho 
i ment, but that it would be possible to keo 
‘until the Shah passed through, and that he would. consider 
Aijurmending one of the Khins to His Majesty then for appointment as Governor 
Pi ead ge eres was comminicted to Sarda Tang though th 
The attitude of Sardar Sepali thus seemed quite reassuring 

+ genuine prospect of matters Heing cleared up by th 

1 Was agreeably strengthened by the receipt of mn fro 

25th Setober, informing me that Mi ; ah i He ie 

Tang as the representative of the Minister for War, had rettimned to Tepatian 

and appeared satisfied with the remit of his mission. Major SR MCtESraE eR 
the matter as settled, and said that the assailants had been Kulgelu, accompanied by 
1 few Bakhtiari from the sime district that the property which had heen seized weo 
ither being restored oF its value pail ee 
nthe second week in November I received through Tis M 
Ahwaz a suggestion from Dr, Young, who for many eae hae 


nid) 1 felt there was 
mission of enquiry, ‘This 


jesty's cont 
h St 0 yea acted as the inter. 
inediary of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company ir relations w 
nedliary if ‘ ompany in their relations with the Ba 
Khans, and is thoroughly acquainted with the latter ee 
do well to meet Sardar Sepah on hi 


aching 

8 to. info! 
suggested would 
h I had myself con- 


‘ S hind mys ki 
to the Prime Minister ‘on the 14th November, who conitmed umecioe the te 


Bakhtiari question was practically settled; moreover, Hig Highness concurre e 
ggestion which T put before him that, in ower to Mlenee mieduel tes: Aen 
ublicity should he given to the final reconciliation, Th these circumstances. it 
appeared to me highly improbable that the Bakhtiari would/be attacked pending the 
Shah's arzival in Tspaban, hich would offer a suitable ogension for the desired 

1 
iirthermore telegraphed through Ispahan another recomme : 
khans to meet Sardar Sepab, and it was fortunate that T did co, beauee they would 
otherwise have omitted the opportunity, in spite of all my previous advice, 
Theg leave to enolose herein copy of a despatch from Mr, Crow, reporting what 
passed at this meeting, which led me to think that the khans had hy no means done 
their best to follow ont my advice, I was also disagreeably impressed with Sardar 
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‘Tang's lack of recognition of all that I had done to facilitate a settlement of the 
matter and of all the representations which I had made to the Persian Government 
and to the Minister for War. I therefore sent a further message to Sardar Jang 
through Mr, Crow, expressing my astonishment that, at a time when he ought to be 
endeavouring to prove to the Persian Government the loyalty and fidelity of the 
Bakhtiari, he should allow matters like the governments of Kuhgelu and Ispahan to 
rankle in his mind, I also expressed my gratification at learning that the Shalil 
incident had, according to his account, been settled to the satisfaction of the Minister 
for War, and I trusted that when the latter and His Majesty arrived in Ispahan he 
would succeed in convincing them both that the Government had no more loyal 
servants than the Bakhtiari. That moment was, I was conyineed, the proper one Tor 
‘a reconciliation, and, if it were not seized, so good an one would not recur, Tt would 
doubtless depend on the attitude of the khans whether Fis Majesty was prepared to 
restore to them the Governorship of Ispaban. For my part, I was willing to help 
m in the future as T had in the past, but, if a favourable result were to be reached, 
was necessary for the Ishans to co-operate themselves. This message was forwarded 
on to Kumisheh, whither Sardar Jang had gone with the other leading khans to meet 
His Imperial Maj 
‘On the 12th December I received the following reply from Sardar Jang — 


“ Apart from the fact that khans and Bakhtiari chiefs have always rendered 
good service to Persian Government, Hkhani and Hbeggi have been exceedingly 
Zealous and loyal in their efforts to help me in my mission, They showed great 
indness to military representatives, and through them gave their word of 
honour to Minister for War, sending me with Mujahid and Shehab to greet 
Jatter, to whom it has been clearly explained Ikhani and Wbeggi are read 

he gave. In fact, they are prepared to re 
Gc, because we recognise that our existenc 
service to Persian Government. 
ind advice. I carried ont my mission as you 
that Ba if 
ngly to Mini 

War. i 
for War undertaking to recover military 
to Persian Government, and to give compe 
failed to recove 

“Te rests with kindness of Persian Government; we have done, and will 
do, our loyal duty,” 


On the 3rd January Mr, Crow reported a conversation with Sardar Jang, in 
which the latter had informed him that the khans proposed to borrow 10,000 tomans 
trom the Imperial Bank of Persin and pay them to the General Officer Commanding 
it Tspahan for distribution to the sufferers from the Shalil incident and their 
familles, that the Minister for War had agreed to publish a vindication of the 
innocence of the Bakhtiari in the affair, and that the Iatter would give the above- 
inentioned compensation in view of the fact that the incident occurred on their 
territory. Furthermore, Sardar Jang, on his return to Tebran, would arrange to 
since wome further sum of money at the disposal of Sardar Sepah when the latter 
had, by personal confirmation, absolved the Bakhtiari. ‘ F 

Alsat a week later T heard that the family quarrels of the Bakhtiari were again 


brealing out, and I therefore directed His Majesty's consul-general at: Ispalian on 
the 11th January to convey to the tribal Governors the following message >— 


“Sardar Mobtashem, Amir Mujahid and other khans haye complained to 
Sardar Ashjaa and Sardar Assad against you to the effect that you have 
fiveatened to bring Government troops against them if they do not obey your 
Orders, This is a stupid threat, and you should do your uttost to content the 
Rhans and cease quatrelling amongst yourselves. ‘The Persian Government. is 
hwarn of this complaint, and T must warn you that this family bickering will do 
iia to weaken the position of Bakhtiari than anything else, British friendship 
is single, and cannot be divided up among the khans if they are disunited. 


-ing that matters among the khans themselves were getting worse instead of 
inna hates regular cam) oe ‘was being conducted among the khans themselves 
to bring about the fall of the tribal Governors, the principal maleontents being 


207 


Sardar Muhtashem and Amir 
to send in writing to the two l 
ond Tbeggi (Sardar Z: 


fujahid, T requested Mr. Crow, on the 2nd February, 


st-named khans and to the Tk Rt 
Sra) ee anne uted apd to the khan (Amn Mifakia) 


“I regret yery much to hear that you are not united in present 
es Every c y ‘not united sent, cirenm- 
ae es ad Teannot conceive anything more detrimental to you 1 tribal intrest 
ae that You should be continually quarrelling with one aitother. I hope 
will put aside your differences and work in harmony for your common interests 
A hose of Persia. My good wishes are with you all, but not with any 


faction. Union averts evil conse Ss: dist invites them: the choice lies 
juences : d i 
ns 1 nion th Ti 


I fear this advice arrived too late, as I learned on the evening of the 0 
+ etekt this advice arrived too late, as 1 Teamed on the evening of the on which 
ai al aaa tched that the Tkhani and Mbeggi had resigned and were 
Famille, Sardar Jang had returned to Tehran in about the second week of 
January, He lost no time in calling on me and giving me full account of his 
mission whieh, i seemed to me, he fad carried out in aecordange with the spirit 
ith considerable abi As regards tho final settle- 
® haul en ditveted by the Minister for War to arrange matters wig the 
chief of the General Stafl, who hd received: the necessary instructions, and ho 
believed that the whole matter sould settled hy a payment of about 20,000 tomans 
a ‘appeared to drag on, and the Gen ‘ail did not 
come to & definite settlement." Sardar Sopan-suw Surdar dang several tones ed 
appeared to be quite friendly, but, nevertheless, progress was not being mado towards 
a hquidation of the affair, It seemed to me very significant that this procrastination 
should coincide with the onthreak of the Bakhtiaris’ family quarrels, and tho 
conviction gradually implanted itself in my mind that the Bakhtiari distnion was 
affording to Sardar Sepah an opportunity of humiliating the Bakhtiari and 
weakening their power, of which he was determined to take advantage. Subsequent 
events have shown that my judgment in this matter was correct, In the circum- 
stances I decided to put all the pressure I could on the khans to sink their private 
differences and present a solid front. In the latter half of January I spoke to an 
assembly of all the khans then in Tehran in Sardar Jang's house, ‘They complained 
that they were threatened by the Minister for War, 1 replied that however that 
might bo they could protect their own interests if tinited, but would betray them 
and their own tribes if divided, 1 insisted on the necessity of the Bakhtiari and 
Persian Government being on good terms, as it was obviois that if they were in 
ict it was impossible for me to take sides for or against the one or the other, 
s the Sardar Sepah, I expressed the opinion that he was a good friend to 
e who worked with him and supported him, and that the work of consolidation 
Which he was carrying out was necessary and useful and that the Bakhtiari, if the 
Were trie to thein traditions of service to the State, would help him in it. Tf they 
did not share my views abont Sardar Sepah, I could only remind them of the Indian 
proverb, “ If you have to live in the river, it is best to be friends with the erocodile,’” 
The khans thanked me very profusely for my advice, of which they recognised the 
soundness, and two of them, as I took leave, said that what they were especially 
grateful for was that never, since T had arrived in Tehran, had I gi na 
single piece of advice to act against their own Government, but always in the contrary 
sense. As regards their own quarrels, how they said nothing definite could be 
decided until the other khans came to Tehran so that they could all disouss. the 
matters at issue together, I impressed on them as forcibly as I could the urgent 
necessity of doing this as soon as possible. 
Unfortunately, the dissensions betwy 
fore summoned aziothe 
mniddle of Februar 
same lan} 


: ‘They admitted the 
force of my observations, told me that they were telegraphing to the other important 
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Kkhans to proceed to Tehran as soon as possible, and that they confidently expected 
to setlle their differences and have the tribal Governors appointed im another 
fortnight. 

From that time up to the date of my telegram No. 94 of the 1st April, the first 
Of the series by which I have had the honour to acquaint your Lordship with the 
present situation, there is nothing satisfactory to record. Some of the khans came 
to Tehran, others delayed their departure; no settlement was reached amongst them- 
selves; the prospect of a settlement with the Minister for War became every day 
more remote, and his Excellency’s attitude towards the khans and his claims on 
them quickly stifned; in the place of a paymont of 20,000 tomans, it was now a 
question of over 400,000 tomans. It seemed that no language which I could use 
Was able to convince the khans of the obyious connection between these two sets of 
cirenmstances or of the fatal result heir disunion, I need not add that 1 
neglecting no opportunity of impressing this on them both individually and collec- 
tively; on each occasion they agreed with what I said, but did nothing. 

Tt is necessary to point out that all my action up to this time was based on 
the genuine belief that the Bakhtiari khans themselves had been innocent of any 
complicity in the Shalil incident. ‘This belief was rudely shaken by the statements 
of Sardar Sepah, recorded in my telegram No. 94 of the 1st April, and completely 
destroyed by the confession of Sardar Jang, reported in my telegram No. 121 of 
the 24th April, ‘In dealing with Sardar Sepah, the Bakhtiari khans had reckoned 
without their host, ‘They no. doubt expected either to outwit him or to purchase 

silence and acquiescence ina settlement, With most Persian statesmen their 
caleulation would probably have not been wide of the mark, Sardar Sepah is not 
the lind of man to lend himself to such compromises. By concealing from me the 
true facts of the case, the khans have, in fact, obtained the support and sympathy 
of His Majesty's Legation under fal pretences. ‘Their mendacity bas placed me 
in a false position which, for political reasons, I have been compelled to try to 
maintain, 

Since the 1st April, your Lordship has been kept info f es events 
and of the steps which have been taken by me in the hope o ig this question. 
T do not think it necessary to trouble your Lordship with a more detailed account 
of the numerous interviews with the hans, the Prime Minister, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, His Imperial Majesty, the Minister for War, Prince Nosret 
Sultaneh, who has been @ most useful intermediary with His Majesty, &c., which 
T have had for this purpose: but I heg leave to enclose herein copies of correspondence 
exchanged privately with the Minister for War, to which I invite your Lordship’ 
special attention,* and also of the note which I addressed to the Prime Minister 
as finally authorised by your Lordship's telegram No, 91 of the 2nd Ma 

T likewise enclose herein copy of a letter which I addressed to Samsam-es. 
Sultanch and Sardar Jang on the 5th instant, in order to place on record the 
‘observations which I made to them in the course of an interview on the preceding 
day." 

y During that interview T reproached the two khans severely with their lack of 
¢andour, for which they were unable to offer any explanation. ‘They merely said 
that the thing had happened, and they hoped I would do my best to get them out 
Ot the scraper. ‘They aid not deny that T had impressed on them, both myself and 
through Mr. Havard, the necessity of avoiding a collision with the troops, and tried 
to scteon themselves behind the flimsy argument that as we disliked the idea of 
troops going down to Arabistan, they had been rendering us a service by employing 
every means to prevent it. To this I replied that the responsibility for acts taken 
in flat contradiction of my advice must rest with them. ‘This is a good, if extreme, 
example of the baffling aspect of dealings with any Persians, who always seek to 
discover behind even the most unequivocal statement a hidden meaning which can 
be construed to suit their own ideas. Your Lordship will recall that, in precisely 
the same manner, though in an inverse direction, Kawam-es-Sultanch had last 
summer entirely misrepresented to Sardar Sepah and to the Council of Ministers 
the objections which T had raised to the despatch of Government troops to Arabistan. 

Since by interview with Sardar Sepah on the 19th April, the gist of which was 
seported in'my telegram No, 116 of the 20th April, T have not sought a further 
meeting with his Excellency, but have adopted the alternative method of 
correspondence for acquainting him with my views and exerting what pressure T 
could ina pacific sense. T have done this in order to mark my disapproval of this 


© Not printed. 
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prolonged dispute, 


prolonged dips and my sense of his Excellency’s failure to heed friendly 


it also seemed to mea more suitable attitude to adopt, pendit 
result of the Shah's personal intervention with the matter, and oan 
to weaken, my position for an eventual general discussion of the relation of his 
Excellency poliy of centralisation to British interests 
. Your Lordship will no doubt realise the extreme difficulty of navigating i 
this sea of duplicity, treachery, mendacity, and concealed capo 
igh Umsending copies ofthis despatch to the Government of India, His Majesty's 
i da y's MY i 
Heh Commissioner at. Bagdad, His Majesty's consul-general at Bushir, and to 
Thaye, &e. 


PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 6618/69/34) No. 167. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 20.) 
(No, 207. Secret.) 
fy Lord, Tehran, May 10, 1928. 
Some AVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy Of Tatelligonoe 
ee for the week ending the Sth instant, compiled by the military attaché 
Thave, &e, 
PEROY LORAINE, 


eae) Enclosure in No. 167. 


ba Intelligence Summary No, 18 for Week ending May 6, 1923. 
THE Persian military authorities are exercising strict supervision on all 


ig or leaving the towns of Resht and Enzoli, a supervision which ia 
‘ful to the Russian consul. 
now Governor of Glan has not yot been appointed. 
ith reference to paragraph 9, Intelligence Summary No. 10, dated the 
Loth March, Mirza Azadulla Khan, chief of the Persian detective police at Resht, 
retumed from Kerbela on the 20th April, and has resumed his duties, 

‘Shah Murad, a Kurd, who formerly served under Kuchik Khan in the Gil 
revolutionary forces, and was taken prisoner by the Government troops on their 
cooupation of Resht in 1921, and was later released and made an officer in. the Persian 
army, was given permission « few days.ago to proceed on leave to Resht, ‘The War 
Minister has received information that this individual went into the jungle and got 
into touch with certain revolutionary elements with a view to discovering what 
possibilities exist for organising a fresh outbreak in Gilan, 


Kazvin. 


4. Tho Jocal Persian Communist party bus quavrelled with the National Demoerat 
party, each having its own candidate for the general lections. Slight disturbances in 

msequonce have occured in the town, which have been immediatly quelled by the 
police, 


Abs Kurbunof « native of Baku, an agent sent by Shumyatsky to Bagdad 


from ‘Tehran, passed through Kazvin en route to Kermanshah on the Ist May, travelling 
by fourgon, Deseription: Age 30-85, no moustache, very slight beurd, dressed in 
ritish khaki, 
6. Minkin, the Russian consul at Kazvin, held a reception on the Ist May to 
celebrate Labour Day, to which Persians of all classes were invited. Ho mado a speech 
of the usual revolutionary type. 


Tehran. 


7. The Cabiuet of Mustauti-ul-Mamalek is decidedly shaky, and is not expected to 
ast much longer. Mushired-Dowlch is already being spoken of as his probable 
successor. 


[10708] Qe 
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Bahaul-Mulk, Minister of Finance, resigned on the 2nd May, and three other 
Ministers have expressed their desire to resign, Efforts are being made, however, in 
Bite ciles to avoid a chang of Cabinet until the general elections for the new 

Majlis have, been completed. ‘The elections are nov taking place, and the results are 
expected to be published by the end of June. 

8, ‘The Russian Legation held a féte on the 1sb May to celebrate “ Labour Da 
‘All “friends” of the Soviet Government: wore invited to attend. A speech 
‘Appendix (A)) was made by Shumyatsky, followed by a concert and musical entertaiti- 
ment, ‘The German Minister was che only foreign’ oficial who attended, no officials 
of the Persian Government being present, and very few Persians compared to the 
numbers present on similar occasions last year and the year before, From tle propaganda 
point of view the fete was a distinct failure, 

9, The printing press ‘‘Bosfor” in ‘Tebran has be . 

160 tomans a month for printing Persian propaganda and other matter required by the 
Russian Legation, ‘The officidl in charge of the printing press is named Simon 
Simonyantz, an Armenian Communist. 

10, Shumyatsky has found that the results obtained by working through the 
Persian Communist party in ‘Tehran have been very unsatisfictory. He hns, theref 
received authority from Moscow to dissolve this party as at present consti 
devote his energies, to furthering Soviet interests through the Nationalist 
Loft) party in the Majlis, hoaded hy Suleiman Mirza, with whom h los 

Wor the time being, he has abandoned alto the attempt to instil Communist” 
principles into the Por z 

i. f i i ring in the local press are given in 

(D). 

, no settlement has yet 
ans, The¥' Minister 
his term: 


Burujird. 
18, Owing to signs of unrest amongst, the Lurs « detachment of 500 infantry, two 
mountain guns and two machine guns has been sent to Burujird from 


Tajahian. 

14, Operations in Bakhtiari —A detachment of 250 Persian troops with two 
machine guns Jett Isfahan on the 3rd May for Urujan vid Kumisheh, 

15, Chubar Mahal was occupied by’a di it of Persian troops (strength not 
yet ascertained) on the 80th Apel, ‘Tho fh the khans fled to the hills on the 
arrival of the Government troops ‘The | field fortifications round 


tho village. 
we villa S$, Licutenant-Colonel, 


Tetiran, May 6, 1923 tary Attaché, 


Avrexprx (A) 


sanslation of the Speech delivered by Comrade Shumyatsky, the Ministor Plenipotentiary, 
of the Soviet Government, on May 1, 1923, in Tehran. 


1, The History and Importance of the Lat May. 

Tn the midst of the death-like silence following the French Revolution—the same 
revolution that ater so much tumult aud bustle ereated eventually the present third 
Tmporialist money-grabbing Republic of France—and after the revolution in Hungary, 
Poland, fe, representatives of the workers of the world gathered thirty-four years a0, 
in 1880, ia Paris, and announced in their international congress that the let May 
should be the day of rejoicing for all international labour. ‘They passed the resolition 
that henceforth they should cousecrate the Ist May to organising their forces against 
the imperialist: tendencies of the world and to assisting the demands of the world’s 
Workers, such as by the. establishment, of Socialist principles, the disarmament of 
itnperialist troops, and the enforcement of an eightshour day. 

‘The worldtyrants regarded the tst May, 1890, with much hatred and terror, and 
shut the doors 6f their magnificent parks and palaces against the so-called refractosy 
ae ene oe at memorable day, (He Ist May has been regarded by every individual 
‘vorker ae the symbol of union and concord for the emancipation of the Isbour world. 


21 
2. Who was the Organiser of this Conflict ? 


In the begin Socialists i 

beginning moderate Socialists in every country (the 

el ara nal convention, which was “the Second Tas aurea * organised th 

Revement, But year after year the snobs and parliamentary tradesfall (Chacon) 

ea ental poeneally filled the an of this party, ‘These hanyers-on. 
1 s § masa screen behind which they could ely. 

Ee ees and deceit, and used the paety a ae ie rea eaul hiss 

ibe pie of Ee tn es, the raat ey 
tam. These spurious Soci energy on for arg iia poliay othe 

earanein for Ministry benches they showed 

ad vi ui} de the moral decay of the “Second International” On the tbe i 

great war they voted in thelr Pa in favour of their cou 

and thus drove flocks of innocent. workers to. the sli Tl 

sameed Brett service to the imperialse rulers of thei eonutrgs and 

himbers of the workers and peasants, especially, those of colonising States and 

the Hast, to a stato of utmost servility, “Ning years have no slapeeaie aes 

i! slaughter, but its Secaence ul never be obliterated and efficed, 

aaa i war—waged only because of the inability of imperi 

tie atin aul ca ue thee sae et 

patigns-has left auc orrbl trace in e try, village, hamlet aud fay. Chad 

ic wil a rs to effect a reeoy y million soldiers were killed and 

mutilated; numbers of countries destroy edi; tens off millions of souls ute 

aa ¢ tons of millions of orpha Such are things one does not. 


8, The Example of the Workers and Peasants of Russia. 
ia Nevertheless, close on the hools of this i 
of complete social and national emancipation. anil t 
world’s workers, ineluding al the Aron uaa 
atic revolt 
in words but in acts: the 
bonds of slaw 


work Ru 


there came the glad 
om, of the whole mans of 


ation by 
t-rovolotonary 


f the First 
assiult of the workers against 
bloodshed and manslaughter which gave 
i ni vement, foreed the forces of thi 
aad autora toile thir settred its aul tp eee ah asanbly spe 
rastional League, which was a gathering of votoriows enpitalist Bitetog a 
assy, compaved ofa compctively small numbor of coustries, which try to 
imps heir imp will upon the whole world, and especially upon the nations of 
Tn considering these two opposing f ‘Third C i 
hese two opposing, forces, the ‘Third Communist movement on 
gue and, and the Toternational League ou the other, Hastrn cae ate 
inder the yoke of the lat fo é 
the yoke of, turn for help to th 
movement, which is: working’ for the emancipati 3 ihe ot 
5 ‘is. work the emancipation of the whole muss of 
nkers nd peasants of the Hast. ‘Thus the Third Interational Comanunists on t 
ecasion of the Ist May festivities measure thelr resources and parade their fore 
in arr to now tho orn they hava avaiable for canting th 


4, The Sizth Anniversary of the 1st May has been held cheerfully under i 
ofthe Fire Poterotine Conetttice Governmants ts wider the Aupeae 
This is the sixth time that this day has boon celebrated i i 

is time. yy has heen celebrated under the kind auspices of 
the republio, But tina pity tht the workersend pensunta of Tussin cnn slows clcirate 


frecly this anniversary, because they are the: 
the entre community of their captains 
jut conditions are different in Europe, ‘The clash of arms and 
But i rope, ms and the report of 
aoue guns, arrayed against the wrotched and miserable workers ail peasants of tho 
0708) 
2H2 


only workers who rose six years ago against 





elonic, are stil resounding in the air. Imperial is still on a frm footing ther, and 
i he tion of weaker countries are being worked out. 
seen ness tigvaiceks aad wallnge of the aetous ofthe Near, Addo and 


iyeti y which carry aerial engines 
‘This area is still covered by the clouds of death, which carry seri 
seattering death and destruction from on high upon the territory of Trak, 
‘hese are the Powers which, by mans of ecouomiea! bouds in countics like Persia, 
and by the might of their Dreadnoughts aud mercenary troops in Angora, Syria 
Bgypt, keep in sorvitude and subservience the peoples of these enuntries 
st May is fast davying upon the world and its red aye 

fare shining forth on the horizon of Rurope and beyond the Atlantic re 
fc anaes ‘are moving, and the tide of national heroism and liber 





But the aurora of the 








‘Nfay the Jet May, w 
weniiay, that day become tho herald of the natal strugele for freedom among 
les of the Kast ! 


er of emancipation of the workers of the 












Leading Article in the Tehran Newspaper “ Shafagh Surkh,” dated May 4, 1923 


Axorien Prorest ny mae Brivis Lxoatton 







hich is not connected with 








indamental_ pri 
Hae MShafugh Surkh” at the 
demanded our trial and punishme: 
in which wo stated that the Britis 
famine. ‘They have tiow lodged new comp 





of the Cabinet of Mustaufi-ul: 








for the publication of ai fi 
Se ara in elements regimes foe'ths 
publication of letters 
revisions by the South 
Unfortunately we are 











fi si e purchase 
reosiyed from the provinces with regard to the pun 
Porsin Rifles and the despatch of tro 
ignorant of tho reply given to them 
We deorn it uccessury to point out to: 
Sukh” which does not favour other foreign po 








by the Prime Minister 
out to the British Leg 





hy the paper “SI 
es, maintains stich a hostile attitude 












is not connected with or depe 
ing, snd it is due to this clean 






































of the British and 
ro that ull those who have submitted them: 
oh Dowleh—are strougly. 
strong opponeats of 









ish—such as Vossuk-e 














the Legation will not deny, 
of the British in Persia and see whether it 





‘of anti-British foreign Governments in Persi 
sentiments of the p 

uch as would naturally. 
two first reasons are obvious. 


‘or whether the 
ly result, in such fee t 
‘We must turn our attention to 





i ‘The absurdity of the 
EO an arariat Wes thbe caton, 














213 


which has destroyed British popularity in’ Persia and made them eo 
the people of the country 

Tn the 20th century, in an era when tho 
lethargy and drowsiness, and now underst 


rather impossible to command them to ie, or to offer themselves as erbrihecs batons 
the evil ambitions of Great Britain. Is it a sin for Persia, who, unlike Indin oneetaent 
her viglits, to hate those who oppose her existence and prosperity, a fo ing which is. 
naturally reproduced in her press? ‘The British Lewation must. nob, pay alteedion toc 
mumber of guilty persons, who, with their black faces, have yielded themselves to tka 
British and work for their poli for their private interests, Tho Hrtish met anleaeed 
that it is not possible'to deccive'a nation with words or to purchase their sectie ote 
nd feclings with 130,001, or to ill the thoughts of the enlightened class cy the atl 
of their disreputable and notorious agents. If public opinion has turned ‘against them, 
they, must know that it is a direct result of their activities aud avartions poli 
Persians do not wish to see their country suffer the same fate as Tndia amd Mesopotam 
or to see their country providing for tants of the British Isles the 
living luxurious and pompous live 

‘The British may deny the truth of these 
British diplomats and statesmen to argue about 

waed for perverting the truth, Kor 
pendence of Egypt, announcing that they 
country, and have inade India, v 


strongly hated by 





coples of the Kast have got oy 
Ha thevalue of being idan it is 























means of 





statements, for it is ch 













iserable, 





‘ere popular in Persia, particularly in nort 
oppression aud eruelties inited upon then by of 
of Tuavist Russia, Groat Britain then pursuing a policy opposed to the Russians, 
the object of preventing the extension of Russia's inffuente in the East, which would 
naturally threaten British interests. In the year 1907, Sir Edward Grey cancelled the 
former policy of England, and agreed with Russia upon the convention of 1907, which 
decided the partiti Persia, Hatred against Great I n Persia dates from that, 

5 and was increased by the ultimatum of 1911, 
Did that convention and ultimat happiness and prosperity to Persia? 
Presum rsit to be ignorant, can we belive that the 
sensitive and enlightened minority algo lcked the knowledge that England and Russia 
hd come to an agrecment to trample upon the rights of Persia? Did such havin 
between Russia and England mean aught clse except the destruction and ruf of a 
country that bas lived so long honoured and respected?) Hence tho people of Persia 
were justified in having pessimistic: views about thos who aro responsible for thott 
adversity. and misfortune 

‘The Ru in revolution 


verturned the cruel Go 
4 good opportunity for the British to prove thei ship with Persia, because they 
eoulld no long i 


justly es in their political crimes on the exeuse of boing in 
harmony with Tsarist Russia, which no longer existed, Unfortunately, afters the 
disappearance of Russian influence the British took olf the cover which coneealed thoir 
real int menced a severer and more avaricious «ampaign than they had 
over carried out before, The British then teied to accomplish alone she. programme 
which Russia bad pursued onee alone and later in conjunction with the British, and 
endeavoured to take control of the Persian army and finance, to obtain railroad aud 
other coneessions for the development of mines and eeonoinie resources, and to enjoy the 
ight of supervising the customs tariff; or the accomplishment of which they used the 
aal hands of Vossuk-ed-Dowlch, ‘The treaty of Vossuk-od-Dowlely with the 
‘maintenance of the South Persia Rifles and Indian troops, destroyed all popularity for 
the British in Persia, and inconsed everybody against the British, with the exception of 
# few nobles, who were elements working for the British policy. ‘The latter, however, 
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were fortunately offended by the mistaken policy of Mr. Norman and the coup d’ Fiat of 
February 1921, and the public hatred of the British became more intense. This is the 
brief arcount of British activities which have brought upon them the hatred of the 
Bassiene. Ona need not necessarily blame therm because they continue a policy: which 
might gain for England glory and wealth! It is tor this passion of sworldconquest of 
the British that the peoples of the Orient must one after the other sscrifice their 
independence and integrity, 

he British desire to continue @ prosperous aud majestic life, but at the same time 
the people of the East do not commit any crime if they like their country or if the 
desire to receive due respsct and honour, 60 they must not be blamed by the British on 
that account, 

Tt is true that newspapers favouring Russia, a 
but other papers not connected with the Russians wh 
on many occasions, are equally: justified i i p 
commenting on it time they may ¢ sary. ‘The British Le 
change its policy, if it desires hatred of the Britis to, disappear. ‘They, must 

ero in our domestic affairs; they must not play with our vital problems 
must not oppose the grant of the Northern Oil Concessi must not help to 
murder 180 troops in Bakhtiari soil; they must not have connections with Ismnail 
Agha Sitsko/and people of ster and typs; Mr, Chick must not go atnongst 
tho tribes in the south and the British consol at Kermanshah must not visit the 
chieftains of the Kurdish tribes; they must not support Serdar Akdass, and their consul 
in Arabistan, niust remain a consul and not exercise the duties of a 
olitician, and head of the Department of Justico ; they must not, conclude 
wring about coups d!Btat, aud induce their disreputable and notorious 
the people in Tohran and othercities; Colonel Haig must not interfore in judicial a 
in other words, they inust he neutral and keep aloof, like the rench und American 
Togations, fn all our internal matte ‘wish tolhave popularity in Persia, Huve 
yolt ever heard of ott insulting the ricanis in Persia? ‘This 
hows that there dos ominity 1 the people of Pe 
tho British, Tt is thelr érroneous and evil policy igates the people 
them, ‘This does not, particularly apply to the brave and courageous 
Pésulans, who love their country and {ts honour, will rise against any country that dares 
to trample upon theit rights, We adopted the same attitude the other day against 
Turkey. 

Briefly, we cannot di 
vill contiriue to perform our patriotic p 
Tathor than eomplain against us. ““Shafagh Surkh” may by suppressed and its editor 
destroyed, but tho sentiments of tho nation and opinions of the people will remai 
and ab work against the tyrannical attitude of the aliens. With the exception of a 
very few low class people, the Porsians love their country and will oppose the policy of 
the aliens, 

























attacking the British, 
poliey of Russians 
h policy and in 













tion must. 
ot 


































































gard out honour, and see it ridiculed by alien 
They must complain of their evi 





















sprx (0). 
Extracts from Telran Newspapers. 
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Leading Artiele in the Tehran Newspaper “Ivan,” dated May 4, 1923, 





Tyrrigues py THe ALIEN. 


Wo draw attention to the outrageous activities of insurgents in different parts of 
the countsy and the dissension of opinion which bs appeared in Tehran amongst 
volitical factions. We consider that they are all watered from the same source and 
Tive been instigated from the same quarter, The Simko insurrection, plunder of 
property of the. poor inhabitants and disappearance of peace and security, a8 w 
eeeal and political difficulties which bave appeared in the capital and other towns, are 
he work of the same foreign clement. This source has inspired the various riots in the 
provineos und lias instigated the tribes to revolt and has ereated. political difficulties for 
The people in the capital. Tt is the sacred duty ofall Persians interested in the welfare 
fand_prosperity of their country to oppose vigorously such intrigues of the aliens, 
particularly when these intrigues affect the sacred national laws of the country. 














Comment.—The “alien " in this article means the British. 
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Extract from the Tehran Newspaper “ Baliarestan,” dated May 4, 192: 








We 
rab 





raw ubtention tothe aatvities ofthis Baitiah nad Sheik isl Sardaw Alda 
stan, and point out the oppression inflicted upon the poor people of Arabistan 
by that tyrants Meta need absurd to neue that f3ri¢al aeroplane havolboen Gout to) 
aunihilate th ho have turned against the eruelties of Sheikh Khizil, and who 






























a Porsi i ealocta in Persian territory. We reproach the Government authorities, 
soul istartiatnes wish to know whether they are informed of this aggression by the its 
‘Arrexpix (D); EF 
Leading Article in the Tehran Newspaper  Mihan,” dated May 1, E 
Farse News Pupusa ny vie Moscow Wineniss, E 
You have certainly news reported by the Moscow wireless the other E 
day about our beloved troops and their acti Northern Persia. ‘The propayanda ie 
of representatives of the Soviet Government in Tebrats no longer allows us to maintain [- 
silence, Apparently repressive me is 
of Baku, who had joined the Pers - 












the tranquil 
as cruel. pe 





roles at, Baku 
they call, the 


The beloved 
‘of the poople of this country, 
Drigands, bandits, and rioters, 
med by the population of the northern part of the country, | 
dred years has been either suffering from. the oppre 
pon under the fire of the rapacious Bolsheviks, 
our, military authoritie to deatroy 
ments? The War Minister, the brave troops, and dividual, interest 
welfire and 
the Bolshevil 


and, thanks to the repressiv 
jeularly highly est 

vp the past hu 

gimme of Ru 
























































country, [0 
country, ‘They will put an « 
same way as they have actually prevented the operations of the southern neighbour of 
this country. 










E 6621/69/34] No. 168, 










Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston.—(Recotved June 26.) 





Secret.) 
y Lord, F Tehran, May 22, 1923, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intell 
Summary No, 19 for the week ending the 12th instant, compiled by the 
Attaché to this Legation, 










Vhave, te, 


PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure in No. 168, 


(Secret) 


Intelligence Summary No. 19 for Week ending May 12, 1928, 
Gilan, 

‘THE disarmament of. the civil population in Gilan by the Persian military 
authorities has beon proceeding satisfactorily. uring the past week 1,600 rifles have 
been brought into Resht from Talish 

2 Avnew Governor of Gilan has not yet been appointed. In the meanwhile, 
js acting as Governor 








Shahadeh Mubashir-es-Sultan, the chief of telegraphs in Gil 
for administrative purposes. 

3, M. Tee the Russian consul at Resht, has informed the Persi 

M, Hakimof, 


ian officer 








ling troops that he is shortly to be transferred to Meshed, and tha 











comma 
the Russian consul at Mesl jis to be appointed to Resht. Hakimof is a Caucasian 
Thetae et inferior ability to Apresof (an Armenian), who is an energetic Communist 


worker, 
“4. Mayers, the chiof of the Controsnyus at Enzeli, left for Baku on the 80th April 
He had been replaced by a Rossian named Pomoskot 

5. An Armenian official of Vneshtorg, named Leon Shanazariantz, has les 
4 Jango hhouse in Resht and is opening a branch of the “ All-Russian Textile Syndicat 
Te is reported that this syndicate is to have the monopoly of dealing in textiles imported 
to Persia from Russia, He has six assistants, one’ of whom is an Armenian named 
Sinrkissiantz, 

‘A largo consignment af piece goods arrived at Bnzeli a fow days ago consigned to 
this departmont, 

G. News has reached Enzoli of serious floods on the Volga, particularly in the 
Samara district, 












Azerbaijan, 

7, Urunia—His Majesty's consul 
‘torkish detachment. under Enz Demir which, b 
ron by British forces in Trak, had crossed. the bore 
the Porsian military authorities and sent back to 
Salmas. 





Tabriz reported on the 7th May that the 
evacuate the Rowanduz 











Kazvin, 
8, A Caucasian ‘Tartar named Kuliof arrived at Kazvin from 1 the 
Gth May. Ho had boen sent to Kazvin by the Russian Communist party in Tabriz to 





fact as Halson with the Persian Communist party in Kazvin, 
9, A detach tof 100 Persian infantry left Tehran on the 11th May for Kazyin, 
it will reinforee the local police in view of possible election disturbances taking 


the town. 








Tehran, 
10, With reference to paragraph 12, Intelligence Summary No. 17, dated the 
2ath April, a settlement, botween the War Minister and the Bakliiari Khans has not 
ot beon arrived at, ‘Though military. preparations for « campaign in Bakhtia are 
Trogressing, tho War Minister is of opinion that the Bakhtiaris will eome to ter 
Fithout fighting, The situation, owevor, is extremely acute. oi 

Ti, A now Tehran newspaper named “Sholeh” (the ““Flame”) made its first 
appearance on the 7th May, edited by Mirza Asadullah ‘Tehrani Zadeh, Tt is subsidised 
Ty the Ruslan Legation for purposes of propaganda. On the 9th May tho editor was 
terested by the orders of the War Minister, and the newspaper suppressed. 

12, Areport, as yet unconfirmed, has been d that two German co 
vessels left Hamburg on the Sth May for Enzeli vii the Russian canal and rivor 
system, ae ie Y 

Th. ‘Thu following four members of the Russian Soviet Government Cotton 
Syndicate (* Rloptkom") arrived in Tehran, on the 24th April to negotiate for the 
purchase of entton: Bohrin. Kouzaetaof, Sheyin, and Karnelin, 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant 
Pritish Mi 

















































‘olonel, 
ry Attaché, 





Tehvan, May 12, 1923. 
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[E 6351/68/34) No. 169, 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Re 


(0.218) 
My Lord, 





sived «June 19.) 


{Aer 4. : elvan, May 22. 1923, 
a at TRENT pe ie et gh igo that ae Mitchell, one of the American 

aat present in charge of the Department of ludirect Taxation, would shortly 
transfered to the Ministry of Public NASIOC ER CER 
Setting. in order and to some extent improving Persian roads, Mn, Mitchell, who is 
an engineer by profession, was promisal by De. Millspaugh when he signed ontrace 
A at although he ally being engaged as » director of provincial 
fazation, i would be tracaered to auch w pont a the one named above whonevie an 
T thought it w 

construction, m. 




















Was no 








to ascertain Mr, Mitchell's vi th f 
= Miteliell’s views on the general question of roud 
euiance and the internal taxation levied for such wor 
find out whether the Legation could not work in ine Cha AU 
solution of she vexatious problems conconing the taxation of Th 
merchandise, such a the potent ron tolls an tho, inrect axe 

cts by various nnunicipalities. I therefore invited Mr, Mitchell vi 
sabjiats by van : l hell toa private 
Aisi on the subject, aud explained the anomaly of the provnt, system Herc 
aes ighel” taxes. At the same time T informed Mr, Mitchell that I felt sun 
d  Goverament would be willing and anxious to assist in any onganised 
attempt at improving the roads of Persia under American suporvision, siice buch 
course would be beneticial to British trade 
the lutter to 1 

ited out in particular the abuses which exist at pre shine SI 
= » part which exist at present on the Bushine Shiraz 
pad, an tho ueoesity for abishing the levy of legal tll so. long ow the rod us 
carrossable, nor was any proper attempt: being made to rendar it fit for wheeled 









seeking a 
ad 








































Mr, Mitchell expressed 


Ree aria canes to co-operats to the fullest possible extent with 


1 him of the contents of a uote, copy: of whieh I 
Hhorewith, which [have thought expedient to 
jon's gtipulations in this 

that ie was in a th its contents, 
informed me that he has in mind cortain plans for impr 
vis, and, if possible, for starting the construction of o Seas paveRulnal Eh 
Bushee ShimecTatuhate abr rond) wise dolay, aul Wise aa RNs A aN 
ite plan he will submit. it to me privately for my views, On reocipt of the 
subinit it to your Lordship, with my observations, for your Lordships 
should the plau appear beieficial to legitimate British and Persian 







































forwarding copies of this despa 
au Shirasy Busha Ustibes 





i and of its wuclosure to Tis Majesty's 
nd Meshied, Pe 





T have, &e, 


PERCY LORAINE, 


nclosure in No, 169. 


Sir P. Loraine to Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 





re, > Tehran, May 
M informed by His Majesty's consul at Shiraz that attompte are being: mude to 
levy tolls on the road between Bushire and Shiraz and that the Direotor of Chaussées 
of the South has received instructions from Tehran, and especially from the Ministry 
for War, to commence enforcing these dues without delay. 

Your Hxcelleucy will doubiless know ftom correspondence ending with my note of 
the 26th March list that no proof has as yet been given that, as stipulated by the 
convention of 1908, the road is either carrorsuble throughout its entire length or even 
Between two important Loaities or that the amount of ho tolls whih i proposed 
0 levy jisurate with the amounte which British trmde using the roail can 
CUE eos itish trade using the road can 
[10708] ar 


1923, 
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Tt is the sincore desire of His Majesty's Government to assist the Imperial 
Government at all times to develop the trade of the country by encouraging the 
construction of improved methods of ‘communication, without which Persi 
inevitably fall behind other nations in matters of commerce, But His M 
Government cannot consent to allowing British trade to be burdened witb internal 
diise unless it is clearly proved that the money derived from such taxation is 
expended in im enlightened manner for the future benefit of Persian and Ton 

T therefore think it necessary to state cateworically to your Excellency tl 
Legation cannot agrce to any levying of tolls until the following points have been made 
‘lear to tho satistiction of His Majesty's Government :— 

1, That the road is carrossable throughout its entire length at all times of the 

year except short periods of special or exceptional: stress Should these 
Jeour it ust be underatood that every effort will be made to clear the 
ond without delay and to reopen it to trafic 

2 That the amount of the tolls to be charged and the exact places at which 

toll-gates have been or ae to be erected shall be made known to this 
Tagution, and that the rates for each section shall be proved not to be 
unduly burdensome to tradi 

3, That the management and upkeep of the rosd shall without delay be, placed 

‘indor efficient. supervision and shall, if) possible, bo supervised by the 
Ministry for Public Works, all revenues being paid into the Central 
‘Treasury. 


Trogrot that the present aystem whereby tolls are to. be levied on the so-called 
completed portions of the road in question are unacceptable to the Legation, since it 
has been demonstrated by local resentment among Pe jing the road that it is 
Tt Moduive. to. further construction or to the improvement of other unfinished 
Portions, that nnder the present: management no attempt is being made to suppress 
Faee tions aa “rahdari” and “alah” which are contrary. to the treaty obligations 
area Persian Governinent, and that cousequently an additional burden is merely 
Hing imposed on trade using’ the road. without: any. corresponding benefits in.the future 
such as would’ accrue tron the gradual completion of the 
Taiterate from resent and reliable information, in no way earroseable th 
dative or indeed along any considerable portion of its length to-day. Tt muy 
Shupposite to remind. your Bxoelloncy in this connuction that sinoo the Pusat of His 
Tuberial Majesty tho Shah which waa itsel? made undor exceptional cireinstao and 
was ily possite on account of elaborate preparations ‘and man handling of cars in 
WeMtain Zikeus, while His Majesty was forced himself’ to wall, the winter rains b 
‘eateoyed most, if not all, of tho improvements effected for His Majesty's prustie 
tho marshy portion outside Bushite and other portions on the Bliss oft fof the passes 
Have ramafaed impassiblo for the last fonr months on. account of deep mud andl torrents 
ae ave weouied out the contro of the road, that the central streteh of the road 
Bor the passes has nover been completed and is too steep and. too dangerous for meter 
oyor neoled traffie to make use of it, and that the animal trafic which can at, present 
clove tae tho toad during most of the year has been compelled by its condition te 
sition che made track for over 80 miles of the total strotch of 180 miles between 
Bushiro and Shiraz, and to, use mountain paths, 

"Tf the coustruetion of the rond were without delay Killed hands, 1 
should be glad to endeavour to obtain the consent of His M vernment to the 
Jovy. of special duos on merchandise or travellers eonsonant ° 
PAR eetild be demonstrated to have been completed, provided that the entire revenue 
Alrived from such tolls wvere spent, under demonstrable guaranties, the improverrent 
fof other portions and the upkeep of exis nd that the continuation of this 
‘arrangement were contingent on the mai until 
tho entire road were completed. i 

‘ut, in the first ples, [ beg leave to request your Excellency te thout 
délay that the conditions laid down in this nore are, understood by and ‘acceptable to 
de apciaien, Governinent, and that the ptesent unsatisfactory system of managunen, 
and particularly all levying of tolls and illegal dues of any description shall cease 
forthwith. A é 

writ «connection T deem it necessary to, emphasize tho paramount importance, of 
suppressing, the exactions known as ‘rabdari” and "\alafiy’ whether levied by road- 
rds ot by Tocal chiefs through whose tersitory the road passes Stace the Anglo-Persian 


219 


‘Treaty of 1903 expressly 


pe aa ee gies stipulated that the Persian Government should undertake 


My. most recent information poi i 
Sy lores ppromiow of these unjustifiable and totally egal ne ote 
cary out this important a Ht ag failure of the Persian Government to 
eee tere ao forwanl to w speedy anda satisuctory arranjennt for 
ReGeo ing fryer eran ace sees 
Eee Oats lend its aid to the object in view, provid 
Suieay Giana Gumarramn: ae eae ee 
Tavail, &. 
PERCY LORAINE, 





(E 6352/67/91) No. 170. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marque 
(No. 220) 
My Lord, 
T HAVE the honoui 
to transmit to your Lord 


Curzon of Kedleston—(Recvived June 19.) 


: Tehran, May 18, 1923. 
ith reference to my telogram No. 45 ‘Ok the 10th inwtant, 
ie acai hip the accompanying copy of a memorandum which I read 
fauthe Brine Minister on the 261h instant onthe subject of Abu Mura, T drow 
is Highness's especial tention to the conciliatory spirit in, which His Majesty’ 
Coane hag dealt with the incident of 1904, tea nted out that ie eaten 
ei aaa coe th hey could nol possibly compromise; the Sheikh of 
a otection, and they would, if eSBAT) 
ghts on the Island of Abu Musa, ” SEO) caMSER CLONES 
arefully to what I had t y, b 
ihness Hstene ly ad to say, but did not offer any: 
HS gait However, that there vas also a question being raised bow 
Babrein) T told his Highness that I was quite aware of this, and that ve 
Renvoul a ly Re i in official communication from me on the subject 
momen Withholding any representation, because T understood that the 
rought forward in the Majlis for author to tine 
Assembly had been shelved and apparently re 
As his Highness had, however, mentioned my duty 
ral dno nya aay ‘iendly way of the tndesirability of this 
ing raised on of any attempt being made to revive Persian pretensions 
suai Highness of, ie history of the island, with which he seemed 
eotly acc ed, and of the fact that: since 1788 no form of Persia 
administration had been exercised in Bahn, that at that time the Persians had 
ben finally driven out of the island by the Arabs, that they bad never made any 
attempt to retake it at Jater on the island had become a British protectorate, 
es a pea lato y's Government would unhesitatingly 
oe eer anyother countay to eliaim the 
therefore trusted that the Persian Government 
t Persian Government would be c 
from any action in that sense, whic vould be inadvisable at any 
so at a moment when his Highness, as he had told me severa 
ion of the old relations of fr ares 


fll to. refrain 
time, bit especially 
“al times, aimed at 

ndly and mutual confidence between Great 


x copies of this despatch to the Government of Tndia, Hi 
High Commissioner at Bagdad, and to His Majesty's Rut ie 


T have, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE. 
Enclosure in No, 170. 


Memorandum. 


DES bruits étant parvenu: Ministre d’ Ang A Ve 

NES bn enus au Ministre d’Angleterre i V'effet que le Gouverne- 

amet es a en ST Aa A EGR eT 
10708. 
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sonveraineté de 'ile d’Abou Moussa, Sir Perey Loraine croit utile de rappeler 
Tincident survenu \ cet égard en 1904. A cette époque, un agent de la douane 
porsane s'était renda & Abou Moussa et s'était rendu & permis d'amener le pavillon 
Gu Cheilkh de Chargah en hissant & sa place le drapeau persan. En apprenant ce 
fait, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique envisagea Venvoi d'un v 

de guerre pour soutenir les droits du cheikh, qui se trouve sous la protection du 
‘Gouvernement des Indes; mais, voulant éviter de brusquer V'aflaire, qui pouvait bien 
provenir dun simple excbs de zéle de Ia part du fonctionnaire susmentionné, par 
dine action qui risquait de brouiller des relations d'amitié avec Ja Perse, il décida 
Ye suspendre Venvoi du navire et de Jaisser en premier lieu le champ libre au 
Gouvernement persin pour désayouer le geste de son employé. Des explications 
amicales qui s'ensuivirent entre Sir Arthur Hardinge dune part, et leurs Excellences 
‘Mochir-ed-Dowlch et M. Naus de l'autre, il ressortit en effet. que l’agent des douanes 
‘avait agi cans autorisation, ct Vordre Tui fut intimé par télégraphe de retirer le 
drapeaupersan, Liincident fut ainsi aplani AV’amiable, 

Sir Perey Loraine, souciens comme toujours de prévenir tout ce qui pouvait 
nnire 4 Vharmonie des rapports anglo-persans, a l'honneur d’attirer V'attention de 
fon Altesse le Président dnConseil sur opportunité pour le Gouvernement impérial 
déviter tout nouveau dérangement du statu quo, ce qui, sans aucun doute, serait trés 
Géfavorabloment recu. par fe Gouyernement britannique et pourrait b me 
{entreprendie les mesures projetées on 1904 pour maintenir Tes droits da Cheikh 
de Chargah 


Téhéran, le 16 mai 1923. 






























































[1B 6853/77/34) No. 171 
‘Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received June 19.) 


No, 221. Confidential. 
Sy Lord, ) Tehran, May 21, 1923. 

T HAVE the honour, in amplification of my telegram No. 190 of the 17th instant, 
to offer the following observations of the general situation here, in explanation of 


the reasons which prompted the despatch of my telegram No, 136 of the 5th May :— 


When Treached Tehran at the end of 1921 internal conditions in this country 
Were neither tranquil nor stable, The rebellion of Mohammed Tagi in Khorasan 
Tad been crushed with difficulty; the rebellion of Kuchik Khan was smoulderiny 
the Gilan jungle; in open rebellion in Azerbaijan; the Shahseyan tr 
footed or raided at their pleasure; unrest and lawlessness prevailed. among, the 
Turkomn tribes: Talish and Maku looked like falling under the influence of the 
Soviet republics; in the west the Kurdish tribes were under id any sticcess 
iy Simko might have led them to throw in their Tot with that ehieltain, ith the 
Tikely result of a general revolt and separatist movement in Persian Kurdistan, In 
the south-west and south the preoccupations of the Central Government left the Lur 
Bakhtiari, the Kashkai under Soulet-ed-Dowleh, the Khamseh Arabs under Kawan- 
uLMulk, the Sheikh of Mohammerah and all the petty tribal tions in the 
hinterland of the Gulf ports ina state, if not indeed of actua n, bint at 
all events of practical independence, Tn the early months of 122 the genda 
aval at abriz under Lahuti Khan showed that there was plenty more inflammable 
watorial Likely to blaze up owing to the general lack of control, ‘This state of affairs 
‘was seriously aggravated by an intense Bolshevik propaganda, the dangerous and 





























































Widldious nature of which was not, then understood by the Persian Government, 
timing at the destruction of British influence in Persia, and the acquisition of 
dominant position for Russia through a process of disintegration. 

Tt ig necessary to contrast the state of affairs described above 


preva ae 4, and the jungle rebellion has been crushed; Gilan is under 


Kuchik Khan is d ip 
riot, Persi ry control; the Simko rebellion has been stamped out and the 
‘strict Persian military contro! pate catia Hise 








h that which’ 








‘Porsian success has been as complete as T led your Lordship to anticy ° 
yee han and his followers were dealt with swiftly and sternly, and. since his 
isappearauce complete tranquillity has reigned at Tabriz, whieh isa notoripes feet 
GPagitations and disordors, The Shahsevan have been cowed and disarmed without 
Cette fighting, and they have surrendered 94,000 rifles to the Goverment. “The 

















Kurdish tribes north of Kermanshah road are being rapidly subjugated, and the 
danger of any general movement in Persian Kurdistan is ended, The urkomans 
are Remng: gradually reduced to order. Throughout North, North-West and North- 
East Persia the Pei Wy organisation has consolidated its position and prestige; 
all Russian influences there have suffered a severe set-back and are being steadily 
combated. ‘The change in the north isso complete that Persia is actually in a position 
to offer armed resistance with her own resources to a Russian incursion, and with 
possibilities of success, unless confronted with overwhelming numerival superiority 
In the south and south-west less hns been done, but there has been no threat 
against the authority of the Central Government from that quarten, unless the attack 
at Shalil on a party of Government troops proceeding down the Bakhtiari road last 
summer to Arabistan be regarded as such, Nevertheless, appreciable. prog 
been made in rendering the principal roads safe for travellers and merchandise, 
Bands of roblers still exist, but to-day a determined attempt is made to pursue and 
punish them for any depredations, Indeed, the Persian army has had a considerable 
number of casualties during” the past yéar in endeavouring to round up, these 
Tt is in my opinion incontestabte that the result of these changes has been so 
uniformly } neficial to British interests. The Persian Government, as such, 
erve no credit for what has been achieved; it has been entirely the viark of one 
man, Rez Khan, the Minister for War, Moreover, the work has been accomplished 
with every kind of handicap; with a chronically empty ‘Treasury, with an impotent 
civil Government, in the teeth of Russ pleasure, e 
I will now examine the internal political situation, ‘The period under review 
has been chiefly notable for the steady growth of the power of Reza Khan, With 
the Shah, with the Government, with the Medj Iv the Mullahs, he hus steadily 
ching to his ovin point of view and has stendfastly had his own way, He has been 
pulling the country together in spite of them, cortainly an ingredient of 
personal ambition’in Reza Khan's acts and policy, and it may be donbted whether 
that ingredient is ever entirely absent in the case of men who have stamped the course 
of events in theit country with the mark of their own personality, It would, however, 
in my view, be doing Reza Khan a serious injustice to attribute this to him as his 
sole motive. There is a very genuine element of patriotism underlying, all that 
Reza Khan does, and there is'no doubt, in my mind, in regard to the sincerity of his 
desire ise up Persia out of her present state of degradation, to establish law and 
order throughout her borders, and to earn for her the respect of her neighbours. Iv 
in the power of Reza Khan to become Prime Minister, to close the Medjliss, and 
stator, even to overthrow the Kajar dynasty; any of these courses would 
diminish the difficulties which beset his path, hint the fact that he has abstained 
from all of them pretty well disposes of any idea that he is solely actuated by personal 
ambition. ¥ 
On the other ha 
iy the Persian 
of Mustauficu 

















































































































nd, the degree of inefficiency, irresolution and inertia displayed 
nt, whether under Kaivamses-Sultanch, Mushit-ed-Dowleh 
fins passed belief, Of the three, Kawam-es-Sultanch least 
deserves the reproach, bnt his activities are so perverse and so tortuous that he cannot 
be relied on to pursue a clear line of policy unless it be demonstrably in, his, personal 
interest to. do so. ‘Phe business of Government is not transacted; the time is wasted 
artificial parliamentary majorities, in staying off divisions in tho 
Chamber, in compromising with the essential, in reconciling the incompatible, in 
place and office, &c,, briefly, in anything except the conduct off the 
_ There is no policy except a policy of drift or of opportunist exeapa 
om & present dilemma; there is no legislative programmes there is no attempt to 
guide the Medjliss or public opinion; the representations of foreign Mi 
inconvenient, are ignored as long as possible, and practically the only. 1m 
galvanising the Persian Government into the abnormal activity of replying is a 
threat of visible and immediate consequences. i < 
Tn their inmost minds the successive Per ave held or reached 
the conclusion that necessity, if no other reason, demands an improvement in Anglo: 
Persian relations, but they prefer to await a hypothetical sitnation when they will 
be able to express their desire for a rapprochement, rather than take steps themselves 
to bring it about, with the accompanying risk of being criticised by the gutter pres 
abused by Anglophobe politicians, or taken to, task by the Bolshevik representative. 
From differing motives they are sinning against the light: they know what their 
country needs: they have not even the common daring to seek and ensue it, 
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Teg your Lordship to contrast their acts and their attitude with those of Reza 
Khan. Reza Khan has gone on steadfastly with the works of consolidation described 
aboyes according to his lights he has endeavoured to serve what he believes to be 

country’s true interests. He has never shown indifference to established British 
interests; if he has not always taken us completely into his confidence, he has at all 
events never lied to us, It is owing to his initiative that the Persian Government are 
committed by a Cabinet decision to resist by force any armed aggression by Russian 
or Turk; it is he who opposed the passage of Turkish troops through Persia, at our 
request; it is he, again at our request, who disarmed Enz Demir and his forces when 
they were driven over the Persian border by our columns operating against 
Rowanduz, Tt may beargued that these acts only mean the discharge of the ordinary 
duties of the Persian Government. ‘The answer is, that without Reza Khan those 
duties would not have teen discharged, and that their discharge has been of real 
assistance to us, 

‘Thus, whereas Reza Khan’s policy and action have so far suited our interests, 
the attitude of the Persian Government has been uniformly unsatisfactory, if not 
positively unfriendly. Several questions at issue with the Persian Government, 
their indebtedness to His Majesty's Government, the differential tariff in the north 
and south respectively, the navigation rights on Lake Urmia, the attitude of the press, 
the export of rupees, the levy of improper exactions on the roads, &c., have reached 
‘a point where His Majesty’s Government would, in my opinion, be amply justified in 
cataloguing the various delinquencies, and in informing the Persian’ Government 
that failing satisfaction within a reasonable period, certain consequences. would 
follow, and means would be found to mark visibly the displeasure of His Majesty’ 


ig the whole question of Anglo- - 


‘as Tunderstand, your Lordship 
is not, at the moment prepared. 
‘The question which docs arise, however, is the possible effect on B 
intovests of the extension of Reza Khan's policy of centralisation to the south 
south-west, Reza Khan's point of view may, think, be summed wy as follows ;— 


Persia will never be really independent and orderly until the whole coun 
is bronght under a single and unquestioned authority, which must necessarily 
be that of the National Government, and until the civilian: population has Leen 
disarmed, so that all physical power rests in the hands of the State. 

‘The State, and not local chieftains, &e,, must assume the responsibility for 
protecting foreigners and their enterpri 

Foreign interests, when they are obviously not dangerous but. actually 

ial to Persia, must be respected, 

Foreign influences, to the extent that they a subjects dependent 

4 foreign Government rather than on the Persian Government, must be 

dicated, 

‘Dhe British Government, having regard to their declared policy of 
supporting the independence and integrity of Persia and the material interest 
which they possess in seeing a stable self-supporting and self-respect 
surely cannot view with alarm on displeasure the execution of a policy designed 
to produce the very results which they desire; on the contrary, such a pol 
ouglit to command their sympathy and even their support, especially as 
success practically eliminates the Russian dariger which increases in direct 
ratio to the weakness of Persia, 

Ordinary questions at issue between Persia and Great Britain must be dea 
with by the Persian Government through the usual channels, and should not 
obscure the main issue. In the end Great Britain will find it much more easy 
and satisfactory to deal with an organised Central Government having effective 
control of the country, than with a number of petty local potentates 

In view of the present power of the national army, these petty potentates 
cannot resist the centralising policy unless they are backed up by a foreign 
Power, 

‘Phe policy has heen carried out successfully in the north. and Great Britain 
has henefited by the reduction of Russian infliience and the general increase of 
seourity, It would be a calamity if Great Britain opposed the logical extension 
of the policy in the south, and such opposition would see totally unnecessary 
ne the [inparial Government does not desire to interfere with existing British 
interests. 
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The task which is hein i 

as is being undertaken is practically the same as that 
contemplated in the Anglo-Persian Agreement, with the difference that ns 
regards the army it is being carried out without foreign assistance. 


Your Lordship will recognise that there is 
jrguments, and that if the situation contemplated by Reza Khan could be brought 
fo existence without injury to direct British interests, the state of affairs in (his 
Partof the world would have improved almost beyond recognition, 
ue Aen tesa iy in accordance with the desire expressed in your Lordship's 
Fey eat Of the 10th May, to come to some sort of understanding with Rezn 
is doubt it being possible to reach any effective one with the Persian 
overnment owing to their timidity and ineompetence, 
hother tyne; however, to the opinion that sooner or later we shall have to decide 
He tage (2 oppose the policy of centralisation, implying the necessity of resisting it 
Channels Wy the jueiveatte Or support and endeavour to ghide it into sate 
PEEL TAC support. m myself strongly in fayour of the: 
teat cat) Clenr that the crux of the whole situation lies in Arabistan, and that the 
est case is the position of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and beg leave to-tike as, 
extreme example of what might happen, in order to illustrate my’ meaning, Lill 
Suppose that Reza Khan, notwithstanding our injunctions or remonstrances, sends 
troops down into Arabistan for the purpose of ing the authority of the Central 
fQvemmunent of securing arrears of Jand-taxes, and of ensuring their punctual and 
tegral payment inthe future. With these purposes, so farasthey go, we havenogrouned 
for quarrel; but if that took place we know that a very: dangerous situation would be 
greated in Arabistan, owing to the introduction of a new element of force in a region, 
fortunately tranquil now, but full of inflammable passions and animositios, which 
Ghee aroused, and if uncheoked, would seriously endanger: and pei wreck, 
the operations and property of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. It we tod it 
to pass from remonstrance to netion two courses are dpe: to stir up the 
tay rf to oppose the pangs oF th imperial ooops an unthinkable proceed 
Sid eatdquseties the oilfields and tho territory of the Sheikh of Mehammieraty 
unpleasant alternative,” Moreov 
have to see it through to the end, and the consequences are not easy to fo 
Tf, on the other hand, we ask Reza Khan to give up the ides of son 
ns he will almost certainly ask whether, in return for respecting our 
in this regard, we are willing to help him in other ditections, - If T-eould 
‘say definitely, in reply to such an enquiry, that we would remove our troops trom the 
Gulf, vest the ownership of the Duzdab Railway in the Persian Government, and 
hand over the administration of the Sarhad, an understanding on that. basis tight 
‘iched. I ami not, however, ina position’ to state the final decision of lj 
sty’s Government in these matters, which haye been for some tinie under thes 
consideration, though I trust that it may very shortly be communicated to me 
My general conclusions are these :— i 


great deal of force in these 


Progress of the Government troops, a very 
+ once we were pledged to this course, we should 


Reza Khan's policy, if carried out without unnece 
would relieve us of many responsibilit 

make Persia an altogether more 

really anxious about are the 

Sheikh of Moh 


. we shall destroy 
ersia, and we may have to 


‘ jon with our interests 
Persia, T do not see how anything can be 
lose a good deal, and, if Reza Khan is not 
very likely be forced into an undesirable 


A rime Minister and the 
Mini your Lordship, Unless, } b 
i ed by y ordship, » however, 1am very much 
mistaken, we shall find it necessary to define our position, and to say that ined 
cardinal interests are preserved, we are willing to help, or at least to regard the 
[107038] 2u 
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centralising process with a benevolent eye, and endeavour in return therefore to get 
the best guarantees we can that our interests will be fully safeguarded and the Sheikh 
of Mohammerah not interfered with, ° 

I am forwarding copies of this despatch to the Government of India, His 
Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad, His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, 
and His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE 





[E 6266 /223/34) No, 172 
Foreign Ofice to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Sir, Roreign Ofice, June 19, 1928, 
TAM directed by the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to acknowledge the receipt of 
our letters of the Sth and 14th June regarding your desire to make to the Persian 
overnment an advance of 1,500,000 tomans. 
2, In reply Tam to inform you that the Secretary of State does 
oppose your representations provided your Board understand definitely that 
ig not propared to accept any responsibility whatever regarding the jx 
Borsan Government granting the North Fenian Oil Conowsion to w! 
and that the proposed action is taken solely in the interests of your bank, of which you 
alone must be the judges. 
Tam, &e. 
D. G. OSBORNE. 





[1B 6366/77/34) No. 173 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 19.) 
(No, 196. 
(Helegraphic) Tehran, June 18, 1928, 
EW Ministry appointed consists of -— 

Prime Minister, Mushir-od-Dowleh, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mussadile 

Minister of War, Sordar Sepah (Roza Khan). 

Minister of Justice, Hakim-ul-Mulk, 

Minister of Financs, Zoka-ul-Mulke. 

Minister of Interior (wcting undor the Prime Minister), Etele- 

Minister of Kducation, Hakim-ed-Dowleh. 

Minister of Public Works, Vacant. 

Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraphs, Fahim-ed-Dowleh, 


(Sent to India; copy by bag to Bagdad.) 





[B 6266/228/84) No. 174. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 
(No, 182, 
‘ ) Foreign Office, June 20, 1928. 


(elegray 

YOUR telegram No. 194 of 16th June: Advance to Persian Government. by 
Imperial Bank. z é 

‘Though Tam by no means convinced of the political necessity for this financial 
advanes, and gravely doubt whether it will achieve any useful purpose, I um informing 
the Tnperial Bank of Persia here that I will not oppose the grant of the propose 
advasieo provided they understand definitely that I nooypt no zesponability whatever in 

tl 


the matter, and that it is made solely in the interests of 


ie bank, of which they alone 
rtust be the judges, 
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[E 6440/26/34) No. 175. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 21.) 
(No. 199. 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, June 20, 19 

OUR telegram No. 124 raises certain questions about desirability, of retaining, 
detachments other than that at Bushire, now furnished by Bashir. battalion, and about 
military administration of thes if headquarters be removed from Bushire, 1 am 
enquiring views of Govercment of India and Resident at Bushire on these points before 
replyiig to your Lordship. 


[E 6624/69/34) No, 176, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received June 26.) 


(No. 227. et. 
My Lord, Tehran, May 22, 1923, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit 10 your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 20 for the week ending the {9th instant, compiled by the military attaché 
to this Legation, 

T have, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No, 176, 
(Secret,) 
Intelligence Summary No, 20 for Week ending May 19, 19 
Gilan, 
‘THE recent note sent by His Majesty's Government to the Russian Soviet 
has ewused the Russian officials in Gilan to be very apprehensive as to the 


Mr. Clark, the British manager of the Resht branch of the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, reports that the Russians are withdrawing, their deposits from tho bank. 


Azerbaijan. 
2, Drumia With reference to, paragraph 7 of Int week's summary, the War 
number of Turks in Buz Demir’s detachment arrested by the 
frontier totalled 750 men, some of whom: 
1 they were tuken, confiscated by the Persians wero 
500 rifles, 2 guns and 4 machi 
3, Ardebil—The disarmam © Shabsavans has resulted in 84,000 rifles of 
varios patterns being handed over to the Persian military authorities up to date, The 
War Minister is very pleased at this result, which has exceeded his expectation 
4, Tabriz. Persian army headquarters has received a report from ‘Tabriz, that 
Sayyid Taha. accompanied by a mixed detachment of abont 1,500 Assyrians and Kurds, 
is close to the Persian frontier west of Zengabad, and that Sayyid Taha has the 
Tetsu lon at romooces inte Pasian tertory-anacUhiog tarde Urania, Xs order 
hus been satisfactorily restored in the arca west of Lake Urumia since the defeat of 
Simo, this report hias caused the War Minister considerable anxiety, for the reason 
that Sayyid Taha’s return under these conditions can only mean an outbreak of further 
disturbarices. 
‘Troops are being sent: to Urumia to strengthen the garrison is @ precautionary 
measure, 
Persian Troop Movements in Azerbaijan— 
(a) 685 infuntey of dtd Tabriz, Regiment under command of Sadik Khan, with one 
monntain battery of six guns, left Tabriz on the 13th May for Urumia, 
(b,) 340 sowars of ini Tabriz Cavalry Regiment arrived Tabriz on the 14th May 
from Ardebil. 
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Kazvin. 


is organising a Russo-Persian Workmen's Union in 


7. The “Tran Communist party” in Kezvin has changed its name to “ Azadi 
Kargan” (‘Freedom Lovers), the Russian autlorities having learnt that the word 
“Communist” is distusteful to the Persians. ‘The organisation and principles of the 
Party remain the same, and its activities are controlled by the Russian consul. 


Tehran. 


8. With reference to. paragraph 12, Intelligence Summary No. 17, dated the 
28th April, the War Minister has agreed to a settlement with the Bakht 
payment by the latter of 150,000 tomans within a week. He considers tl 
advisable to ask the Bakhtiari to disarm until the Lurs have been dealt wit ig to 
the hostility of the Lurs towards the Bukhtiaris, He has therefore ordered military 
‘operations in Bakhtiari to be suspended, and has stated his intention of withdrawing all 
regular forces from Bakhtiari country directly the fine has been pail. He proposes to 
postpone operations against the Lurs until next year. 

‘His Majesty the Shah is reported to have received 5,000 tomas as a present from 
the Bakbtiaris for the share he took in arranging peaceful 

9, With reference to. paragraph 7, Intelligence Summary 18, dated the 
Sth May, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek is maintaining his position with great difficulty, and it 
ig doubifil if he can remain in power for tho fow weeks remaining until the general 
elections are completed, 

10, aghi Zadeh, the head of the Persian trade delegation in Moses 
the Persian Minister for Forvign Affairs on the 15th May that the Soviet autho 
Moscow are anxious lest Mustauf-ul-Mamulek’s Cabinet: should fall, and state that 
negotiations for a trade agreement will be suspended should it do so. 

Tho Russian authorities continue to regard Mustauticul-Mamalek’s Cubinet as one 
that is fivourable to Russian interests, 


was attended by 

Afghan und Gey s officials of the Persian Government and a 
number of Dep C iis. Shumyatsky made a speech, the tone of wh 
against Great Britain and her allies, 

12, ‘The Mesopotamian Committee in Tehran continues its propaganda in the 
Tocal newspapers aygainst Bri Examples published in the Tehran 
newspaper ‘“Tofan” are @ Appendix, ‘This newspaper is subsidised by the 
‘Rusia Legation, with which this committee works in close touch. 

18, Propaganda ind secret servic Russia to Trak and. be 

sazvin-Hamadan-Kermanshah route receive instructi 


Mazanderan, 

14. Banda :—A Russian official named Kantzsloviteh arrived at Bandar: 
on the Srd May from ‘Tashkent to purchase cotton in Mazanderan. He was formerly 
manager of the Russian bank in Bandat-i-Gas aud is well acquainted with the district, 


‘M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Military Attaché, 
Tehran, May 20, 1923. 


Pelograms. 

(a) Po Ghazi Mustafa Kemal Pasha, copy to he given to the President of the Turkish 
Parliament. No. 17, dated May 12, 1923. 

The Islamic susceptibilities of the inhabitants of Trak sincy the beginning of the 


notorious disturbances and their leaning towards the National Consultative Assembly 
of Turkey refute all the claims of the British. Unfortunately, no efforts have been 


made by that Assembly in the course of negotiations to bring British influence in 
Mesopotamia to an end, This is un affront to the honour of Islam, and: has wounded 
he hearts of all Mussulmans and disappointed them greatly. I beg to point out that 
he people of Irak will never yield. to British jurisdiction, oven if the latter furnish 


themselves with a thousand agents, such as Reistl, to maintain their position in Irak. 


Moatanep-rt-Jowaiiai, 
(Seated) Representatives of Mesopotamia, 


(b) To the Secretary of the League of Nations. No. 18, May 12, 1923. 

Ata tine when news of the freedom of sinall nations is echoing throughout the 
world, and when every nation atti its independence, integrity and freedom, 
Great Britain is strenuously endeavouring to extend hier colonies, With the support of 
your assembly. she has dipped her greedy. hiands into, Mesopotamia, the inhabi 
of which have suffered every kind of erielty, oppression and punishment, You 

e of this oppre id of thie fict that you are yourselves responsible 
f from the fact that this historical disgrace will darken your records, it 
will produce great disorder and confusion in the Bast, which will duly afllict. you and 
will eventually make you by the world. 


Usiow or i Rernesexrarives or Mesororanta, 


(c.)) Lo the Honourable Members of tho Motmen” in Lausanno, through the meditim of 
Tamet Pashia, No 19, May 12, 1 

British atro Mesopotamia, and particularly their rcont activities, such 08 
dropping bombs upon innocent people from their asroplanies, beyond the 
endurance of man, The projudioial and illegal treaty concluded with Feisul produced 
de pngst the people, brought about the fall of the Cabinet and ewused a 
denunciation of the elections to be mide by the people, On behalf of tho poopls of 
Mesopotainia, we implore the evacuation of Mesopotamin by British troops and ask 
that the destinies of that country by ssttled by publie opinion, 


Union of Representatives of Mesopotamia, 
N ub Hosseiyt, 





[B 6639/64/44) 
E 6626/88/34) 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received June 26.) 


(Nos, 203 and 204, Private and Confilential,) 

(Telegraphic.) Leliran, June 26, W923. 
SHAH spoke to me to-day personally and very confidentially about: two difficulties 

which confronted h 


1. Kemalist Goverument is pressing very ned for issue of Teters acct 
Persian Ambassador at tuntinople to Government of Grand National 
Assembly, and which should be presented xt Angora to Mustati Kemal, 
Meanwhile Kemalist. disregard: of representations of Persian Ambassadon, 
although he has been accredited, will remain and make things as disngreo- 
se as posable for Persian subjects in ‘Trkey, Shab hus vamporisl for 


chree months, but fl he cannot ao ore this «few day. longo, and 
ust give way under their pressure in, spite of strong personal disind 
to act thus towards a Goverun 

hens not recognised. His Ministors counsel acquiescence, Only suggcat 

I could think of was that Ambassador should be appointed “on special 
mission,” but this does not seem very satisfactory either. 1 undertook, 
however, to enquire: privately what procedure was, coutempluted by Mis 
Majesty's Government when Lausanne ‘Treaty was sigued and ratified and 
and regular diplomatic relations with Turkey resumed, as this woul give 

is Majesty sound line, 
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Please inform me urgently on this point, adding any further advice you may be 
disposed to give. 


2. Question of Soviet Ambassador to Persia.—Soviet representative has demanded 
definite answer before the end of June, and has indirectly threatened a 
complete rupture of relations unless Shah accepts appointment of an 
Ambassador, He claims that Poland has accepted a Soviet Ambassador 
and that Persia cannot therefore refuse. Shahi said this went very much 
against the grain, but he was genuinely afraid of Russia and Bolshevik 
madmen, and feared he would have to yield 


I enunciated the arguments which I had used before (see my telegram No, 144) 
with even more emphasis, quoted your Lordship's approval, and stated categorically 
lib His Majesty's Government would not eonvere this Legation into an Embassy. 
did wll T could to stiffen him to return a firm but polite refusal, pointing ont that 
‘uequieseence would. create intorminable difficulties and produce worst impression, and 
AGRUA( RettoclatHalbnll by te Korie (ussans vou ‘capitate’ an they Had (0) your 
Lordship's recent note, and would nut dare to publish their humiliation in having an 
Ambassador refused, ‘Leould not, however, extract any assurance that His Majesty 
would refuse this prepusterous project to receive a personal representative from a 
regicide Government. I also expressed disbelief as regards alleged Russian Ambassador 
at Warsaw, 

Please inform me urgently of facts aa regards Warsaw, and allow me to inform 
Shah of your personal advieo to desist from this disastrous course, 

Shah boys great disoretion as he has consulted me without informing his Ministers 





[/E 6650/88/34) No. 178 


Sir P. Lordine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 27.) 


(No, 206. a - 
(Clegraphie) Tehran, sJune 2, 1923 
Ay 


telogram No, 204, 

Soviet representative has since communicated to Persian Government official 
telogeam ftom Moscow direating him to withdravr with his Li aueasus unless 
favourable answer received to-day from Persian Government respecting reception of 
Soviet Ambassador 

Prime Minister is in great dilemma, because it has transpired that late Government 
orally accepted proposal in. principle, that, Moscow is trying to avenge on 
Persia diplomatic defwat suffered at hands of His Majesty's Government. 

Prime Minister requested my advice in personal confidence, and begged me to 
aequaint your Lordship with situation He shorvaghly diakes ven of Bolshevik 
‘Ambassador, but fears Russiats may carry out their threat, and even threaten Enzeli 
thwarted, used same argument as with the Shah, and advised him to return polite 
but firm roftusl, for which T suggested at bis request a formule. T think hy will tone 
my formula down into an evasive answer on the ground that in absence of Majlis uo 
credits ean be secured for establishment sy, and thus seek to postpone 
evil day, His situation is certainly difh 1 to action of late Government ; 

Le dreads respousibility of « rupture, and is reluctant to call the Russian 
1 L feel sure is the wisest course. 





[E 6626/88/34] No. 179. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

(No, 134.) ; : 
(Telegraphic,) Foreign Osfice, June 

YOUR’ telegrams Nos, 203 and 204 of 2oth June: Rersian representatives in 
Torkey and Kussia, ode 

‘Status of Allied representatives in Turkey on conclusion of peace has not yet bee 
decided. ‘ ‘ ne ; 

Tiquiry is boing mids regarding accuracy of allegation that Soviet representative 
in Poland is of ambassadorial rank 
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‘These actual facts, however, appear to be of little importance. ‘The main point is 
that the Shah has esked your advice on this subject nly Chree) Weeks) atten your 
audience on 9th June. On that occasion His Majesty, having invited your opinion, 
took action in the diametrically opposite sense the following day. Cun there be any 
object in your tendering him further advice now ? 

I think you should confine your reply to informing him that you have referred 
the matter to London, and that, in view of his treatment of you on the last occasion, 
Ft are instrueted to explain that T am unable to nuthorise you to advornte nny special 

ie of action in either of the cases in question. Yon may add that should the Shali 
decide to receive a Russian Ambassador at his Court, hie will be aware (see my telegram 
No. 100 of 15th May) that it is entirely against the wishes of His Majesty's Gi 
ment, In no ease will His Majesty's Legation be promoted to an Embassy, and if His 
Majesty ister is not treated with the respect due to him, it will be open to 
His Majesty's Government to confide British interests in Persin to a Chargé d’Aflaires, 





[E 6733/88/34) 180. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received June 29.) 
(No, 209. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, June 28, 1928, 

MY telegram No, 206, 

cr for Foreign Affairs told ie yesterday, in confidence, that Persian Gover 

ment hiad replied to Soviet roprrsentative in the sense that they were ylud to re 
& Russian Minister, but diat there were difficulties at present as regards discussing 
question of an Ambassador, 





(E 6734/77/34) No. 181 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recetved June 29.) 
(No, 210.) 
(Welexraphic.) Tehran, June 28, 1 
{HAD long conversation with Prime Minister on 26th Jung, and his declared 
intentions are excellent, 
He is anxious to carry out the programme of his. predecessor, to settle outstanding 
with His Majesty's Government, and pave the way for closer relations, 
question of debt-to Hig Majesty’s Government, He will order 


of 
ecepted, 01 
No. 188), but in one respect w 





